NOVEMBER 2014
VISIT K4TLH.net
FOR BACK-ISSUES

• Spaghetti 100 Adventure 4
• The TARS Holiday Party 4
• The Steaks were Risen 6

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

NOVEMBER 2014

1

The Printed Circuit – November 2014

C
Meeting Program
TARS Events Calendar
President’s Message

O

2
2
3

Spaghetti 100 Bicycle Tour
TARS Holiday Party

4
4

EC Training Proposed
FLDIGI Portable
Logan’s “Raise The Steaks”

5
5
6

N

T

E

N

T

VE Testing Schedules / Contact
The Trading Post

S

7
7

Be an Active Ham!
Morse Code Practice Net
Learning Morse Code
Carl’s Quiz – Nothing Heard!
A Free Schematic Designer

8
9
10
12
12

DX / Contests / QSO Parties

13

Meeting Minutes - October
TARS Treasurer’s Report
TARS Officers / Positions
Regional Nets / Clubs
Repeaters / SARnet
Leon ARES / EmComm
Ham Radio Internet Links
Newsletter Resources
Amateur’s Code / Key OTM
Membership Renewal

14
15
15
16
17
18
18
19
20
21

The Next TARS Meeting - Thursday, November 6th
7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross - 1115 Easterwood Drive
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.

Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)
th

Join us the night of Thursday, November 6 , at 7:00 p.m. at
the American Red Cross as we host Tim Lee, director of the
Tallahassee/Leon County Consolidated Dispatch Agency
(CDA.) Tim will present a PowerPoint presentation which will
describe the CDA’s role as the critical hub between emergency
public service agencies and 911 callers in need of their
assistance.
A lot of changes and upgrades have been
implemented as the CDA assumed their place on the second
floor of the new state-of-the-art Public Safety Complex. We’ll also
talk about the Spaghetti 100 and the party! - See you all there!

Upcoming Events

Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

November 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

December 2 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

January 8 (2 Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

November 15 (Saturday)
- Spaghetti 100 –

December 4 (Thursday)
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY!
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FEBRUARY
February 3 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing February 5 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
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From The President

It’s November and election time, have you voted? Have you made your holiday plans yet; Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Hanukkah and New Year are just over the horizon? Are you traveling or staying close to home?
Any Bowl games in your plans? Don’t forget TARS in your planning. Our TARS December meeting/holiday
party is December 4th (6:00 p.m.) at the Capital City Country Club. At $25.50 per person it is reasonable.
Reservations with payment must be made by November 7th as an exact count has to be given to the country
club the next week. Besides the ability to just relax and enjoy the company of your fellow members I am sure
we will have some great door prizes and award the TARS and Feathers plaque for 2014. Several bottles of
fine wine have been donated as door prizes.
November is always a busy month, when not busy getting ready for the holidays, there are always other
activities to keep oneself busy. Don’t forget the club meeting on November 6th. We have an interesting
speaker from the Consolidated Dispatch Center, Director Tim Lee, who will have a PowerPoint presentation
and explain how it all works. We will be voting on the revised Bylaws that have been discussed and reviewed
for the past two months, and if passed we will add a member-at-large to the Board.
This year’s Capital City Cyclists’ Spaghetti 100 bike ride will take place November 15th. This is great
introductory event for our new and inexperienced hams and a good time to practice our communication skills
during a real event. If you know of any newer hams that might enjoy an adventure plus some great food, get
them set up with a mobile 2 meter radio, a little mentoring, and please ask them to join in.
Thanks goes to Don Bartnik, W4DSW, who, several years ago wrote in The Printed Circuit about the
TARS and Feathers award, its history and the qualifications for earning the award. Also listed were those who
had won the award at that time. Stan, K4SBZ, will be placing all this information on the web so that it can be
referenced in the future. Unfortunately, many of the past recipients names are either not known or for some
the years of the award are missing. In December, we will publish what is known and hopefully fill in the blanks
with new information. This is an integral part of TARS history and should not be lost.
I finished writing this after the dinner at Logan’s Steakhouse. We had over 50 for lunch and dinner!
Thanks to all who came out and made this a successful fundraiser. Also thanks to Nick Adams for bringing this
fund raiser to our attention, to Chief for putting it together, and to Stan for reminding us each week to support it.
As I have heard from someone several times we all have to eat so why not enjoy a meal out and help the club.

73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Circuit Traces

News and General Items of Interest

th

Make plans to join the Capital City Cyclists for the 31st Annual Spaghetti 100 on November 15 , 2014. This
iconic ride starts at the Miccosukee Community Center and rides into the scenic back country of North Florida and South
Georgia. The road routes take riders through historic Thomasville and Boston in Georgia and then through Monticello in
Florida. As always, a delicious spaghetti dinner will be available at the end of the ride. For more information about the
race, see http://cccyclists.org/spaghetti100/.
TARS will be providing a watchful eye and radio communications to ensure the safety of the riders during the event.
In addition to assignments along the route which will be on the Florida side of the course, we have need for hams to
support the mechanic and medic functions, as well as a “Tail-End Charlie” throughout the route. APRS capability is
preferred for those last three functions. Learn more at this next TARS meeting!
The Spaghetti 100 has always been a fantastic event, especially for NEW HAMS, so come out and join the fun!
Drop an email to David Miner, W4SKG, at W4SKG@arrl.net and tell him that you will be there.

The 2014 TARS Holiday Party
Don’t Forget!!! NOVEMBER 7 is the DEADLINE
Sign Up for only $25.50 at the Next TARS Meeting
Make Reservations Now!
Time is running out if you haven’t already made your reservations for
the TARS Holiday Party. Because the Capital City Country Club requires
payment in full by Nov. 15, no payments will be accepted after November 7,
and only those who have paid will be admitted to the dinner.
When and Where?
The party will be held on Thursday, December 4, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Capital City Country Club, 1601 Golf
Terrace Drive in Southeast Tallahassee. Social time will be from 6:00-6:30 p.m. and the buffet style dinner will be served
at 6:30 p.m. We must vacate the facility not later than 9:00 p.m.
How Much?
The cost per plate will be only $25.50 but must be received by our club Treasurer, Norm Scholer (K4GFD), no later
than Friday, November 7, 2014. Checks should be made out to TARS and can be paid at the November meeting on
th
Thursday, November 6 , or mailed to Norm at 436 Louie Dean Rd, Chattahoochee, FL 32324.
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MENU:
With your check, please indicate your preference for one of the two entrees so the Capital City Country Club will know
how much of each to prepare. You can do so simply by writing “Chicken” or “Steak” on the memo line of your check.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entrees:
Starch:
Veggies:
Bread:
Desert:
Drinks:

Herb Roasted Chicken (or) Sliced Sirloin Steak and Gravy
Mashed potatoes
Steamed vegetable medley
Dinner Rolls
A desert plate with various treats will be provided for each table of 8 seats.
Water or iced tea at your table, and coffee at the buffet bar.

What Else?
In addition to the eyeball QSOs, there will be PRIZES and AWARDS. No hints yet on the prizes, but you know there
will be the annual TARS and Feathers Award presented to a deserving member.
So mark your calendar now and write out your check for your reservation. Happy Holidays!

EmComm Training Events
A Proposed Series of Training Opportunities for EmComm Hams and Prospective ECs and AECs
Dave Davis, WA4WES, at the October meeting, has proposed a series of classes in and outings in 2015 which would
showcase the interaction between emergency communications enthusiasts and local served agencies. The primary goal
of these courses is to familiarize participants with the roles of ARES Emergency Coordinators (EC) and Assistant
Emergency Coordinators (AEC.) In a disaster event, ECs and AECs must work closely with public service agencies, such
as police, fire, hospitals and Red Cross shelters to ensure that timely communications are insured, utilizing our cache of
trained Amateur Radio EmComm specialists.
The outings should be a worthwhile occasion as Dave plans on providing participants with tours of LCSOs 911
facility, the Red Cross’s radio room, Leon County’s dispatch facility and many other places that may be planned if
attendance promises to be good. Dave’s classes will also educate any Amateur interested, with techniques on
emergency power, “go kits,” portable operation, message handling and others!
Your help is requested in the planning process and any idea will be considered.
Any ham interested in participation should contact
Dave Davis, WA4WES at: davedavis1@embarqmail.com

FLDIGI is now a Portable App
Operating FLDIGI from a Flash Drive Could Aid in EmComm Versatility
Charles Brabham, N5PVL, posted on the DigitalRadio Yahoo Group (October 20, 2014, 1813 PDT) that he had
concluded a test of operating FLDIGI on a flash drive (thumb drive,) which was accomplished by placing FLDIGI and other
associated FL programs in an "FL_APPS" directory, as outlined in the FLDIGI documentation. He reported that he had
run FLDIGI and FLAMP successfully from his flash drive for several months with no problems. All related directories and
preference files were also created there. He said that running FLDIGI from a flash drive was an unqualified success. All
SGARN multicast were operated from that flash drive for months with zero issues. Being able to run the program as a
“Portable” application would seem to add to the versatility of this tool for emcomm work and ARES deployment, as well as
for other digital users.
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Logan’s “Raise the Steaks” a Huge Success for TARS!
The folks over at Logan’s Roadhouse graciously agreed to provide TARS with an outstanding fundraising event.
Normally they only do these events on Monday-Thursday from 4:00 pm to closing at 11:00 pm. However, due to many of
our hams working in Tallahassee, but living in surrounding counties in Florida and Georgia, Logan’s agreed to run this
event all day and on a Friday, so folks could dine at lunch if they could not do dinner.

For each customer who dined at Logan’s on Friday, October 24 and mentioned to their waiter/waitress that they were
there to support TARS, Logan’s agreed to donate 15% of their meal bill (excluding bar drinks) to TARS. And if that
number exceeded 50 during the day, then Logan’s would increase the donation to 20%. In order to better reach that
number, your Club Officers recommended that our normal luncheon at the Golden Corral be moved to Logan’s on that
Friday only. The Friday luncheon brought over 20 hungry hams who had their usual good time with eyeball QSOs, getting
us off to a fine start.
Friday evening, over 30 more people had dinner, guaranteeing TARS the 20% donation. A final count isn’t available
yet, but will be reported as soon as we receive it from Logan’s.
TARS wishes to thank everyone who supported us by dining at Logan’s during this fundraising event.
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TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

nd

TARS – ARRL: DECEMBER 2 at 7 p.m.
nd
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of Tuesday, December 2 , at
The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session
typically starts at 7:00 p.m.
Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check.
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net for more details.

TARC – W5YI Group: Please Contact TARC To Schedule
th
Offering a test session once a month on the third Saturday of each month (November 15 ) at
10:00 a.m. at the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville,
GA. The cost is $14 and two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a
SSN to process. Test sessions may require forward notice of attendance! For inquiries please
contact:
TARC Vice President
- John Swicord, KE4RWR jswicord@bellsouth.net
For general information and updates please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/

The Trading Post

Equipment and Services

Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS

TARS CALLSIGN BADGES (HOT ITEM!)

If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate
to TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net

To Place an order for a TARS badge, go to:
http://thesignman.com/clubs/tars.html

•
•

MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Doug, KD4MOJ)
Gin-Pole (with Garu, KA3FZO)

Fill in the information requested (name, callsign, etc.) on the
online order form from the “TALLAHASSEE ARS – FL”
selection on the drop-down menu. Indicate your fastener
choice, click the ADD TO CART button and then proceed to
CHECKOUT on the shopping cart. Only $10.50 + Shipping

20’ Section of Antenna Tower Still Needed!
Jerry could use at least 2 x 10’ sections and a little help setting them up.
If you can help out,
please contact Jerry Pelletier, at jpelletier43@comcast.net

POWER UP! – With These Power Supplies
Three 13.8 Volt Linear Power Supplies
are offered by the estate of Chongman Lee, AC4MQ (SK).
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS to be DONATED to TARS.
•
•
•

Astron RS-35A (25A continuous, 35A intermittent): $50
Astron RS-20A (16A continuous, 20A intermittent): $35
ER PS-104 (10A continuous, 12A intermittent): $20

All supplies tested, in working condition, but no guarantees of course. Please contact Ted Zateslo, W1XO, at zateslo@gmail.com

BUY – SELL – TRADE… Foster the local economy! If you have ANY personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell
or need, we will publish requests in The Printed Circuit, subject to editorial review. Please submit your requests to the newsletter editor
(Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net by the 20th of the month. Please supply photos and descriptions if possible.
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Are You an Active Ham? – A Flavor for Every Taste

By Stan Zawrotny,

K4SBZ

“So you are a ham. What do you do?” How many times have you had to answer that question?
How do you answer it?
Just like the seemingly endless choices of ice cream concoctions (that used to be offered) at
your local “31 Flavors” Amateur Radio has a nearly endless variety of different aspects for
licensed operators to enjoy… whether you’re a plain vanilla ham or a decadent chocolate rum
raison, the question is now – do you actually enjoy any of the hobby’s aspects? Do you chase
DX looking for that rare DXCC entry? Do you ragchew with old friends or new friends that you
have just met? Do you restore old “boat anchors” from days of yore? Do you bounce your
signals off satellites or even the moon? Do you talk to buddies around town on the local
repeaters? Do you prepare for the next “big one” by practicing on emcomm nets? Or maybe
you haven’t turned on your rig at all in the past year or two (…but why?)
Many factors influence how you answer the above question. Many of us are just not that technical. Or, in my case, I was technical
back in the days of vacuum tubes, but then those transistor thingies came along and blew all my theories away (a few years doing
work-related stuff didn’t help either.) In modern days where entire radios now fit on microchips or exist only as software code, so many
of us are now considered “appliance users,” yet still, many of us can also just the same, easily handle Smith Charts and soldering irons.
Of course, personalities make a difference too. You don’t expect
an introvert to be much of a ragchewer. Although, I am somewhat of
an introvert at times but I have had many QSOs that have lasted for
over an hour and as a Novice back in 1958 I even earned a
Ragchewers Club Certificate for CW. But an introvert will not join daily
nets or be found everyday on the local repeater. That is where you will
find your more gregarious hams. The introvert might be more
attracted to a contest where the entire QSO would be “five nine
Florida.”
We must tip our hats to those hams who put in the long hours of
sacrifice to the various community service functions supported by
hams; organizations such as the Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES) or the American Red Cross Communications Team. While
waiting for that event that we hope will never occur, they continue to practice weekly with emcomm nets and assisting local groups with
marathons and bicycle races in an unofficial capacity.

Frequency and License Class Make a Difference

Most of what I have written up to now is not news to anyone. What
actually inspired this article was a comment written by Ward Silver, NØAX, Editor of The ARRL Contest Update for October 8, 2014.
Having just assembled the December edition of QST’s "Contest Corral", he had some statistics for 2014 to share that are relevant if you
consider yourself to be an active on-the-air ham. Out of 450 different contests listed, 335 of them are HF only! Only 37 take place at
VHF and above, while 78 allow operating on both HF and VHF+. So if you don’t have an HF rig, you probably are not too interested in
the “Amateur Radio Things to Do This Weekend” email that I send out weekly that lists many of the upcoming contests (but including
the ones on VHF+).
Obviously, a major influence on whether you even have an HF rig is the class of your license. If you have a Technician Class
License, you are limited in how much HF DX you can chase, although Technicians do have some HF privileges – CW on 80, 40 and 15
meters and CW, phone and RTTY on 10 meters.
However, many Technicians who study hard and get their General Class Licenses are surprised to find that the General is not a
free pass to DX or a good score in the contests. Taking 20 meters, for example, if you will compare the activity below 14.225 mHz with
that above, you will find a world of difference. Above that frequency is the General Class spectrum. But below that frequency is where
you will find nearly all the DX – especially during a contest. They stay down there to avoid all of the QRM from the Generals. That is
where the DXpeditions often operate too. So the answer is – get your Extra and have no frequency constraints. Yes, I know that the
Extra exam is very difficult, but it is NOT impossible. Some serious studying, maybe some mentoring, and lots of practice exams and
you can do it. I did and it was worth it!
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CW is Still King!

One other thing that Ward Silver, NØAX, observed was that out of those contests, fully three-quarters have a
CW component – far more than Phone (47%) or Digital (35%). These numbers are supported by a glance at the modes that the various
DXpeditions use. Is there an operating tip to be learned from that? Yes - learn CW and have more opportunities for radiosporting fun
and DX! CW is also the perfect match for the joy and challenge of QRP operation where low power rigs can sometimes match the
bigger rigs in chasing DX. Speaking of QRP, with the help of the Maker movement, there has been a resurgence in electronics and kit
building so QRP and CW operation has enjoyed a renaissance as small, portable and easy to build kits hit the market.
Today, learning Morse code is simpler than ever. A range of teaching aides is available such as audio CDs, online courses and
commercial courses. One free online Morse code training tool that comes highly recommended is LCWO.net. (http://lcwo.net/)
LCWO.net teaches with the Koch Method of Learning. If you don’t have ready access to the net, try the G4FON Koch Method CW
Trainer available at http://www.g4fon.net/. And yes, it is also free. Don’t give up! It’s the QUALITY of your copying/sending that
counts, not the SPEED. Learn it one letter at a time and practice 15 min daily.
The next and most important step after you have learned all of your characters is to actually get on the air and practice your newly
learned language skills. It’s natural that you may be nervous to jump in as a “newbie,” but don’t worry - there is a local net just for you.
The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering, open to all - especially beginners (5-15 WPM). It meets on Wednesday nights at
8:30 P.M. on 28.114 mHz in the 10-meter band with either Art, W1FJI, or Mike, K4ICY, monitoring. The floor is open and informal so
just send your call! This net is like the “shallow end” of the swimming pool where you can learn to tread water safely before diving into
the deep. They can help you with basic CW operating procedure and etiquette, abbreviations and the other tricks of the trade that
make for great QSOs.

Room for All

The great thing about this wonderful hobby of ours is that there is a place for all of us, regardless of our interests.
Think of the Amateur Radio as an emporium of ice cream… no, a mega-mall! Try at least one flavor, or maybe sample them all! You
can restore old “boat anchors” or work the ageless CW mode. Or you can learn about satellites or the new digital modes that are
involved in over a third of the contests that NØAX looked at. Maybe you need to learn a new skill or upgrade your license. And just
maybe you are satisfied with where you are today. Wherever your interests lie, let Chief, KA5USN, KA5USN@hotmail.com, know about
them so that he can schedule our TARS meetings presentations to suit them. If you feel competent to speak about your favorite niche
in Amateur Radio, we would love to hear about it, so let Chief know so he can put you on the agenda.

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com

Morse Code Practice Net

Wednesdays - 8:30 pm / 28.114 Mhz CW

Using Only Dolphin-Safe Nets

Dolphins Must At Least Know All Code Characters

Join the CW Practice Net – Tune-In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 on 28.114 CW

The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering, open to all - especially beginners. Catch us Wednesday nights at 8:30
P.M. on 28.114 MHz in the 10-meter band. ‘SLOW CW’ operators are welcome (5-15 WPM) and either Art, W1FJI, or Mike, K4ICY, will
be monitoring. The floor is open and informal so just send your call – no matter how slow! Feel free to try a paddle, bug, straight key,
side-swiper (Cootie,) even two wires and a paperclip... (it's been done) or whatever it takes to get on. While you’re on, learn a thing or
two about how to send bad code really “GUD”! HI HI… Also: Check out http://LCWO.net! You won’t regret it. CUL, GL ES 73! (See
You Later, Good Luck and Best Regards!)
•
•
•

•

•

The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band)
The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm)
Night: Wednesday – NOTE: Drop Art or Mike an
email if you would like to ‘sked’ any other night, time
or freq: art-marshall@comcast.net k4icy@arrl.net
Mode: CW, Speed: 15 WPM and Below
Just send “QRS” if you need a slower speed.
Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC, many
hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW and many more
are discovering it for the first time! All they may need is a ‘SAFE
PLACE’ where they don’t have to worry about speed and accuracy – a
place to learn those things through experience and practice, and learn
how to QSO too! Don’t be afraid to dip your toes in the water –
“Elmers” are standing by to help you learn to swim – CALL NOW!
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Some Thoughts on Learning Morse Code

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

Many of us that have had our Amateur Licenses for a number of years probably had to take at least one Morse code exam. It was
either to get our first license or to upgrade to a higher class license and gain more privileges on the air. Through the years there have
been a number of ways to learn the Morse code. Many of us started off by trying to visually memorize the “dots” and “dashes,” but
when we listened to someone actually sending the code it was “dits” and “dahs.” Some of us tried to use flash cards, but that didn’t
work very well either - you don’t see the code, you hear it!
A variety of Morse code sending machines were invented throughout history – even one
by Thomas Edison. In the late 1940’s someone created a machine that used paper rolls
with holes punched at different intervals. The paper rolls were put into the machine and
turned by a small electric motor. A set of contacts were on either side of the paper as it
slowly moved, when a hole passed by, a circuit was completed and a sound was heard from
a small speaker. The faster you moved the paper rolls the faster the code was sent. One of
the systems developed around 1947 was the Instructograph Morse Code Training
Machine as seen on this YouTube video (at this link:) www.youtube.com/watch?v=7J44bDItE4 There were different paper rolls for the type of code you wanted sent,
Continental Morse or American Morse. To read more about the two versions, click on the
following link to the J. H. Bunnell & Co. site and see which one is used today and why.
http://jhbunnell.com/morsecode.shtml .
Magnetic reel-to-reel tape recorders came out in the 1940’s and were used to record
sound and music for many of the AM radio stations. A few years later, portable reel-to-reel
tape recorders were made available to individuals for their personal and business use. This
was a great new and convenient source of practice for the aspiring Amateur Radio operator
that needed Morse code proficiency to earn the license. You could record someone sending
Morse code or copy it off the air, and then use it for practice later on. I think this is when I first
became interested in earning my Amateur license. I purchased a small reel-to-reel recorder
from Lafayette Radio and started recording Morse code from my shortwave radio.
The cassette recorder was invented in 1958 by RCA, but really didn’t gain popularity until around 1964 when Norelco (Phillips)
developed the compact cassette recorder. I can remember upgrading my recording system to one of these and purchasing some prerecorded tapes to start really learning the code to pass my license test. Many of us that wanted to copy 13 wpm and 20 wpm for the
exams used a combination of methods to achieve our goal. In my case, I used the pre-recorded cassette tapes and a very unusual
system called “Code Quick” http://www.cq2k.com Code Quick works because the code is heard as
language, instead of dits and dahs. Each character has its own distinct English sound-alike called a
mnemonic. There is a simple phrase that matches the Morse code characters built into a cartoon, when you
hear the sound, the phrase pops into your head. For example the letter ‘D’ ( – • • ) the phrase is “Dog Did
It.” The system is still available if you would like read more about it (see above link.) [Note: The mnemonic
system of learning code is generally known by code learning experts to foster a copying speed barrier by
reinforcing extra and unneeded mental steps in sound-to-character recognition. The Koch and Farnsworth
methods are widely preferred. – Ed.]
Moving into the computer age, things are a lot easier! We now have a variety of
computer-based software easily downloaded or used directly on the internet to help
new hams experience a different mode of communication. Although Morse code is
no longer required for an Amateur License, it is still a very popular form of
communication. If you look at the Field Day logs, CW is the mode that often makes
the most contacts. Probably one of the best software packages I’ve seen, and the
one that helped me get my 13 wpm and 20 wpm is the Koch CW Trainer found at
G4FON website www.g4fon.net/ . You simply download the program, set the
parameters you want to use and start copying. You can create your own practice
files, copy them into the program and G4FON will send your file to you in Morse
code. There are also some enhancements you can use later; noise level, interfering
stations, static, chirp, QRM & QRN to give you the “on the air feeling”. You can set
the effective code speed and character speed independently. I know the program
works in the older versions of Windows (XP and 7.0) but haven’t tried it in 8 or 8.1.
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There are a number of websites that you can use to improve your Morse code skills. Try
doing a Google search on “How To Learn The Morse Code” and see what you find? Everyone
has their favorite method and guarantees results if you use it. AA9PW has a fairly simple CW
Trainer available at: aa9pw.com/morsecode/ . You set the number of groups, the desired code
and character speed, turn on the speakers or earphones and start copying. There are also
practice exams for Technician, General and Extra available on the
site. HamUniverse www.hamuniverse.com/code.html and DXZone
www.dxzone.com/catalog/Software/Morse_Code_Training/
also
have several links to Morse code practice.
And of course there is Learn CW Online (http://LCWO.net)
which is an incredibly popular Koch training site by Fabian
Kurz, DJ1YFK, who is a world Morse code speed champion.
LCWO (a free site) has many tools to first help you learn the
code, and the rest of the site is devoted to helping you
increase your speed and code proficiency.
Many of the articles I found while searching had one thing in common: Learn the characters at a high enough speed that you learn
it by its characteristic sound, not at a slower speed that lets you count the dits and dahs. Once you learn the sound of the letters,
eventually some of the short phrases, you close the time gap between the characters. This is called the Farnsworth Method and is
different from the Koch Method mentioned earlier, whereas the Koch method helps you learn the code by starting you off with one
character then adding a new character once you’ve reached 90% copying accuracy. A good training program will employ both
methods, which should first allow you to confidently learn the characters and then improve on copying them more proficiently. Check
the Mechanical Puzzles website for a short comparison of the two methods www.mechanicalpuzzles.org/codepractice/learning.html
One of the more
interesting articles I found
while checking Google was
written by David G. Finley,
N1IRZ, in 1995 and
(revised in 2000.) Davis’s
approach is that many of
the methods used to learn
the
Morse
code
are
ineffective and actually
work against the person
trying to learn or increase
their speed. His article can
be found on QSL Net
www.qsl.net/n1irz/finley.mo
rse.html you may want to
read it before you start on
your journey to learn the
code. Another excellent
and in-depth source is the book: The Art & Skill of Radio-Telegraphy by William G. Pierpont, N0HFF, which is available for FREE at:
http://www.tasrt.ca/TASRTVersions/TASRT.pdf. This book discusses not only the many variations of Morse code learning methods, but
their histories, from telegraph to computer, and the implementations taken by hams throughout the ages to learn and perfect their craft.
I could go on with other sites and articles, but you can do that on your own. If you are really
interested in learning one of the earliest forms of radio communication, there are a number of resources
available. Some work better than others depending on the individual. Once you get a good number of
character sounds, turn on you rig and see if you can start copying. Once you have a good grasp on at
least all your Morse code letters and numbers, - If you live in the Tallahassee area - you can check into
the Morse code Practice Net every Wednesday night at 8:30 p.m. on 28.114 CW on HF. Art, W1FJI, or
Mike, K4ICY, will be monitoring and you can go as slow as you like and mistakes are okay. I can
remember one of the local hams when I first joined TARS in the late 60’s or early 70’s, telling me that
“CW was A1” and then told me to find out why. See if you can find the answer?

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net
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Carl’s Quiz

by Carl Hayes, NN5I

NN5I calls his old friend KD5BH on the TARS repeater. KD5BH, however, does not answer.
NN5I then clears, as follows: "Nothing heard. NN5I clear."
Question: : Is this good procedure? Why, or why not?.

Answer: NO!
Saying "nothing heard" on a repeater is almost always dumb. Anybody who can hear the repeater knows no one answered. When
I first started using repeaters, I heard somebody say this after calling another station, and I thought "that must be the right way to do it."
After a while I noticed that only beginners said this, and figured out that it served no purpose other than to life-test my transmitter.
There is an exception. On HF nets, often there are stations who cannot hear each other, but who can hear Net Control. On an HF
net it is good practice for Net Control to say that he heard nothing. Because VHF nets, including those that are run over repeaters,
ought to teach standard net practice, it is appropriate for Net Control to use all standard HF net practices, including “Nothing heard”.
Anyone who isn’t Net Control should never say this.

Carl Hayes, NN5I nn5i@arrl.net

Free Online Schematic Design Program

From The Freezer by Mike Maynard, K4ICY

Building weekend electronics projects can be a fulfilling aspect of the radio hobby and the “Maker Movement” has reinvigorated the
spirit of electronics experimentation and inventiveness, but along the way, the Maker needs to put his creation down in writing.
Schematic diagrams of circuit layout need to be hashed out and then maybe shared with others. But not everyone was born a worldrenown graphic designer like yours truly! ;-) If you can afford the license or grasp the fundamentals of the most used engineering
computer programs such as LTSpice or Eagle then you’re already set. But what about the rest of us non-engineering geniuses that
would like to not only show off our own handy work, but make things easier when it comes time to order the parts?
I present Scheme-It, the FREE online Schematic and Diagramming tool from Digi-Key. Visit: http://www.digikey.com/schemeit
Scheme-it is an online schematic and diagramming tool that allows anyone to design and share electronic circuit diagrams. This
great tool includes a comprehensive electronics symbol library and an integrated Digi-Key component catalog that allows for a wide
range of circuit designs. Additionally, a built-in bill of materials manager is provided to keep track of parts used in a design. Once a
schematic drawing is complete, users can export it to a PDF or PNG image file, or share it via email with others. Scheme-it works
natively in all major web browsers without requiring the use of any plugins or installation. Users are able to share and save designs but
you first have to sign up for a free Digi-Key account - which any electronics hobbyist worth their salt should already have.
Scheme-It is EASY TO USE! - Features Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ability to diagram at the Block, Icon, System, or Schematic level.
A library of over 700 generic symbols,
as well as custom symbol creation.
Access to over 4 million components via Digi-Key Catalog integration.
Freedom to keep designs private, make public, share via link,
or embedded into web pages, blogs or emails.
Rapid design evolution via Bill of Material (BOM) import capability.
Integrated Bill of Materials and quoting.
A direct link to Digi-Key technical support for help with component
selection activities.
Export into PDF or PNG files. PDFs have scalable vector graphics!

73! Mike Maynard, K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX

Contest and QSO Parties
01 Nov
04 Nov
08 Nov
08 Nov
08 Nov
15 Nov
17 Nov
29 Nov

2100Z - 0300Z Nov 03
0200Z - 0400Z
0001Z - 2359Z Nov 09
1400Z - 0200Z Nov 09
0000Z - 2359Z Nov 09
2100Z - 0300Z Nov 17
0200Z - 0400Z
0000Z - 2400Z Nov 30

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
ARS Spartan Sprint
http://www.arsqrp.blogspot.com/
10-10 Int. Fall Contest, Digital
http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf
Kentucky QSO Party
http://www.wkdxa.com/mainsite/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=45:wkdxa&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=63
ARRL EME Contest
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB
http://www.arrl.org/sweepstakes
Run for the Bacon QRP Contest`
http://fpqrp.org/pigrun/
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW
http://www.cqww.com/rules.htm

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW

DX
From
23-Sep
29-Sep
29-Sep
06-Oct
20-Oct
20-Oct
22-Oct
23-Oct
26-Oct
29-Oct
29-Oct
29-Oct
29-Oct
29-Oct
30-Oct
31-Oct
31-Oct
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
01-Nov
02-Nov
03-Nov
03-Nov
03-Nov
04-Nov
05-Nov
05-Nov
05-Nov
07-Nov
07-Nov
07-Nov
07-Nov
08-Nov
08-Nov
12-Nov
14-Nov
15-Nov
17-Nov
17-Nov

To
05-Nov
02-Nov
12-Nov
16-Mar
04-Nov
07-Nov
01-Nov
04-Nov
01-Nov
20-Nov
04-Nov
04-Nov
04-Nov
11-Nov
10-Nov
16-Nov
02-Nov
06-Nov
13-Nov
30-Nov
31-Dec
09-Nov
02-Nov
31-Mar
15-Nov
16-Nov
30-Nov
31-Jan
30-Nov
08-Nov
09-Nov
12-Dec
30-Nov
10-Nov
10-Nov
18-Nov
08-Nov
11-Nov
09-Nov
10-Nov
10-Nov
09-Nov
15-Nov
05-Dec
18-Nov
16-Nov
24-Nov
03-Dec
03-Dec

Prefix
9N
PJ6
V4
TK
5R
5T
XX9
9N
SV
FR
GJ
KP2
W
V5
FT#T
9H
VK
5W
6W
7X
7X
I
JA
KC4
OK
P4
T8
VK
XE
Z2
E6
5R
S7
VP9
CE
KH8
V8
W
PY
SV5
V6
YV
C6A
J6
W
W
3B9
ZD8
ZF

Call
9N7CJ
PJ6/G4IUF
V47JA
TK/G4BKI
5R8M
5T0ITU
By EA group
9N7CJ
SV8/F1RAF
FR/F5UOW, FR/F8FUA
GJ8DX (EU-013)
W1AW/KP2
W1AW/1 (MA), W1AW/7 (WY)
V5/OE3SZA
FT4TA
9H3GK
VI6ANZAC
5W0AF, 5W0AG
6W/DL7DF
7V60AR, 7V60R
7W9A, 7Y9A
IQ8HP
JI3DST/5, JS6RRR/5 (AS-200)
RI1ANR
OL90OK
P4/KG9N
T88ZE
VI16AC
XE3AGM (NA-135)
Z21EME (EME)
E6RQ, E6SG (OC-040)
5R8IC (AF-090)
S79VR (AF-024)
VP9/K2HVN
CE5/LU7CAW, CE5/LU9EFO (SA-061)
W1AW/KH8
V84YL
W1AW/0 (KS), W1AW/7 (WA)
PS43GPB
SV5/DL2JRM
V63PJ (OC-010)
YW6X (SA-090)
C6AJB (NA-001)
J6/DL7VOG
W1AW/1 (RI), W1AW/5 (MS)
K5KUA/5 (NA-143)
3B9HA
ZD8O
ZF2EE

From
18-Nov
19-Nov
19-Nov
19-Nov
20-Nov
22-Nov
22-Nov
23-Nov
23-Nov
25-Nov

To
05-Dec
27-Nov
23-Nov
25-Nov
02-Dec
30-Nov
06-Dec
01-Dec
30-Nov
28-Nov

Prefix
XT
CE0Z
HI
W
FS
9K
J3
TA
VP2E
3B8

25-Nov
25-Nov
25-Nov
25-Nov
25-Nov
25-Nov
25-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
26-Nov
27-Nov
28-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov
29-Nov

30-Nov
06-Dec
02-Dec
02-Dec
02-Dec
15-Dec
03-Dec
17-Dec
04-Dec
30-Nov
02-Dec
02-Dec
02-Dec
01-Dec
28-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov
30-Nov

3B8
E5/S
PJ4
PJ4
PJ7
TY
YN
6Y
HK0/S
I
KP4
V4
W
9H
V6
3B8
5B
9M6
9Y
CO
CT9
EA8
GD
GM
HI
I
KH0
KP2
P4
PJ2
PJ4
PZ
TA
V2
V6
VE
VP9
ZD8

Call
XT2AW
CE0Z/CE5WQO
HI2DX (NA-122)
W1AW/4 (FL), W1AW/5 (AR)
FS/K9EL
9K2HN
J34O
TC0A (AS-099)
VP2EIM
3B8/JK3GAD, 3B8/OH1VR,
3B8/OH2KI, 3B8/W6NV
3B8HA
E51RAT (OC-013)
PJ4/K2SX, PJ4/K4BAI, PJ4/KU8E, PJ4/W2LK

PJ4LS, PJ4S
PJ7/K5WE
By Italian DX Team
YN2CC
6Y6N
5K0A
IH9R (AF-019)
W1AW/KP4
V4/WJ2O
W1AW/3 (DE), W1AW/5 (LA)
9H3OG, 9H3TX
V63DX, V63ZP
3B8MU
P3F
9M6NA (OC-133)
9Y4W
CO2IR
CR3A
EF8U
GD6IA
GA3WUX, GW3RWF
by W0MU
IO9Y (AF-019)
AH0K
NP2X
P40W
PJ2T, PJ2V
PJ4A, PJ4Q
PZ5AV
TC7S
V26K
V6A
VE2IM (WAZ 2)
VP9/N3AD
ZD8W

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – October 2nd, 2014

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on October 2nd, 2014.

CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m.
President Gerry Gross WA6POZ, opened the meeting welcoming the 36 members in attendance.

GUEST SPEAKER: Phil Fusilier, KA5USN, introduced guest speaker Robby Powers.
Mr. Powers gave a presentation on the City of Tallahassee and Leon County emergency operations. He discussed preparedness,
operations (response), recovery and mitigation.
Mr. Powers then introduced Kevin Peters with the Leon County Emergency Management coordination center. He discussed the
operations, layout, capabilities etc. of the Public Safety Complex. They act like a conductor in the event of an emergency and would
coordinate law enforcement, fire, paramedics, utilities, cable and other needed municipal functions.

Business Committees
•
•
•

•

Treasury: Norm Scholer, K4GFD, gave the treasurer’s report.
Minutes: Approved as published in the newsletter.
Repeaters: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, discussed the present situation of the repeaters in Tallahassee and also of
the SARnet. He also discussed two individuals that are illegally operating on Amateur frequencies and are being
monitored by law enforcement and the Ham community.
th
Testing: Alan Terrell, N4KGT, states that a testing session was scheduled for October 7 .

Open Discussion:
•

Microphones and power cords are needed for a newly acquired lot (some 30+) of surplus Forestry service radios
that will be “loaned” to new hams who require a ‘first’ radio to get on the air.

New/Unfinished Business:
•
•
•
•
•

th

Holiday Party: 20 signs ups so far. November 7 is the final day to reserve a spot.
th
Raise the Steaks: This TARS fundraising event will take place on October 24 .
Bylaws: Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, discussed the revisions to be ratified at November’s meeting.
th
Spaghetti 100: This event is scheduled for November 15 . Contact David Miner, W4SKG, for more information.
ARES: Dave Davis, WA4WES, is planning an EmComm training course for 2015. The curriculum will touch on
the many aspects of emergency communications and interaction with our local served agencies with a guided
interest in familiarizing participants with the crucial role of Emergency Coordinator. Those hams wishing to
participate should e-mail Dave at: davedavis1@embarqmail.com

Adjournment by 9:00 p.m.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for October 2014

Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer

Beginning Balances – Sept. 18, 2014

AUGUST

Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 1,082.41
$ 2,091.89
$ 3,174.30

YEAR-to-DATE

Members renewed or joined since last report.
•
•

1 New Memberships Paid
No New Student Memberships

Summary of Month’s Activities:
Total Receipts:
Total Expenses:

$
$

The updated Unaudited Financial Summary
for TARS with detailed expenses
is available at K4TLH.net

192.76
37.07

$ 4,105.15
$ 2,640.95

$ 180.00
$ 12.50
$
0
$
0
$ 192.76

$ 1,655.50
$
190.00
$ 1,287.16
$
113.61
$ 4,105.15

(inc. + savings interest)

$

Electricity for Wakulla County Repeater Site

Receipts Derived From:
Member Dues:
50/50 Raffle
Member Donations:
From SPARC
Total:
Expenditures:
Talquin Electric

$ 37.07

Outstanding Expenses:

NONE

380.63

NONE

Ending Balances – October 17, 2014
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 1,833.82
$ 2,091.80
$ 3,925.62

TARS Officers
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

Phil “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN
Vice President

ka5usn@hotmail.com

Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
Secretary
brady.lyon@gmail.com

Norm Scholer, K4GFD
Treasurer
k4gfd@tds.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions and lend a hand in the many TARS radio events.
TARS appreciates your support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
• Webmaster: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
• FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /…
• Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
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Regional Clubs
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Rock Bottom Seafood and Grill,

2115 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia – Supper is first, then the business meeting after.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

Regional Nets
TARS News & Information Net
North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
North Florida Digital Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
North Florida 6M SSB Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM

Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)

Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
Southwest Georgia ARES Net
SKYWARN NET (See below)

Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1st Thrs.)
Daily • 9:00 AM EST
except Sunday

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 7:30 PM EST

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Daily • 6:55 AM EST
Daily • Noon EST
Daily • 7:30 PM EST
Sunday • 7 PM EST
Thursday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Sunday • 8:30 PM EST
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM EST
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST
Third Thursday
7:30 PM EST (or after GA SSB Net)
Thursday • 9 PM EST
First Sunday
7:30 PM EST

3950 kHz

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
3590 kHz PSK-31 Mode
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
50.150 MHz
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours) EST. The net starts at
3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves
to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz
repeater, the weekly Capital Area ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us to provide a
retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened
to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your
emergency-ready HF station. Hams new to HF are very encouraged to join in!
th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Repeaters

Capital Are Region / Linked

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website: (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).

Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

No

Crawfordville
Greensboro
Greensboro

Wakulla
Gadsden
Gadsden

K4WAK
NX4DN
NX4DN

Yes

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

Tallahassee

Leon

NX4DN

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Tallahassee

Leon

Wacissa

Jefferson

Reno

Georgia

Digital
Mode

NXDN
NXDN
Yes

Output
Freq

PL

145.450 -

94.8

444.450 +
147.390 +
444.125 +

94.8
94.8
94.8

Aux or Remote Site

Height
300

NXDN World Wide Network
NXDN World Wide Network

400
300
300

145.430 -

94.8

147.165+

94.8

250
200

146.610 -

203.5

146.910 -

94.8

375

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC (200)

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

444.175 +

94.8

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

P-25

NXDN

350
Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARnet) See Map Below*

600
275

Host of Echolink Node #3950

575

TMH (200)
NXDN World Wide Network

4pts Hotel (175)

180

Statewide Amateur Radio Network “SARnet” - MAP UPDATED 10/13//14
The “SARnet,” (Statewide Amateur
Radio Network,) is a new linked repeater
system positioned throughout greater
Florida
utilizing
the
self-sustaining
microwave communications infrastructure
of the state DOT.

ANY and ALL hams are encouraged
to use the network!
In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8 PL) repeater or the
Madison 444.200 (94.8 PL) repeater. As this is a “linked” system, each ham
must take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is
essentially a super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly
populated areas of Florida, each having to identify.

For more information and updated coverage maps
visit the official SARnet site:

http://www.sarnetfl.com/
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Resource Links

Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org
Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com

Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net
Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

Leon ARES

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home

Podcasts

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn

Providing Emergency Communications to Tallahassee and Surrounding Areas

For enquiries and information on current ARES contacts and officials,
please contact Erik C. Brooks (AEC) at erikcbrooks@hotmail.com

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – On the “0-30”
Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST ON THE 147.030 K4TLH repeater (+.600, tone 94.8). This net is
OPEN TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first. This net focuses on the current issues pertinent to Leon County as
well as the Capital Area District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest, particularly EmComm related. Though, this is
a directed net, there is a casual atmosphere geared to foster a spirit of collaboration. Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually
net control. See you Tuesday night!

Leon County ARES Wiki
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site. The wiki is a live
resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public. Information contained within the wiki can be edited by ARES
official with the approval of the site moderators. Find information on everything from repeater lists and served agencies to guilds on how you can be
better prepared for disaster and emergency communication! You can also find the current Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as
vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at:

http://www.leoncountyares.org
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Media Resources

Submit to The Printed Circuit!

Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH
Anywhere in the world you can learn of TARS events, pass information and ask question via Facebook.
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse.
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club.

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH and http://k4tlh.net/
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com

Past Newsletter Articles Available at K4TLH.net
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/

Clicking on this link gives you easy access to past newsletter articles!.
The Index of Newsletter Articles contains a table of article titles grouped by subject category with a quick and easy link to the
newsletter PDF document and page containing the article. With our growing catalog of interesting ham radio related articles, TARS is
becoming a premier Amateur Radio knowledge-base in its own right!
The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS Send in photos of your shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family
enjoying radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever… The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you!
We Want You To Write For US Readers and writers are encouraged to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and
how-to’s for publication. Public service announcements are welcome… The Printed Circuit is sent to well over 300+ email recipients,
so why not use this publication to share the hobby you love? 1 page max for PSA/news, 5 pages max for articles. (All Negotiable)
th

Publication Deadline The deadline for publication is the 20 of the month. Allow for one week prior for corrections or additions.
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as
news write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, Local Nets, Repeaters or etc., please forward that information to us at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future
newsletters publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the following month’s edition.
Cost The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE! Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis.
Please consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these newsletters a “great read.” Monetary contributions are
encouraged to be made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, which depends on your support. You may also consider donating
your time and talents by writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be considered for publication.
Distribution The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the
following TARS business meeting. Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however you may consider sending us any new addresses for
interested recipients. Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
E-mail Addresses Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email
address: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO) K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY,
(Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the newsletter and would like to have your address removed.
Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to receive this free publication.
Content/Copyright Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not responsible for the views or opinions of any individual or organization
published within, and are those of the individual author(s). The Printed Circuit is not solely representative of the Tallahassee Amateur
Radio Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit, intended for educational use and
public distribution. Articles and photos MAY be reprinted or re-distributed WITHOUT permission - ONLY if written content and photos
are not altered except for layout. Please give source for quotation. If you desire to re-print any material, a specific electronic copy can
be provided for your convenience - please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor), at k4icy@arrl.net.
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license over ALL submitted material. All
content published is subject to copyright. ALL submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and irrevocably becomes
property of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. Submission author(s) may request future retraction (subject to approval) or
removal of submission prior to print. Unless instructed not to, the editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content
WITHOUT author(s) approval. Do NOT submit prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is given explicitly.
All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2014 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

IZ4DLR Prototype #2
Custom Paddle
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals.
If you have not changed any information from last year,
merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your
name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership
status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.
You need not be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio
communications is all that is required. 2014 Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are
only $15 per individual or family – the best deal in our area! Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members joining within 2014 pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months
remaining in the calendar year at $1.25 per month. Renewing members pay $15 dues, but may be reduced
after June. TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater
maintenance and TARS events. Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.
Remember – only paid-members may vote on any motions or for any officers during annual elections.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your
check along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly
TARS business meeting and give it to the Treasurer. You may also mail your check and form to:
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are
$39 annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online
format. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned
organization.
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