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The Next TARS Meeting - Thursday, August 6th
7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross - 1115 Easterwood Drive
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.

Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)
th

Join us Thursday, August 6 , at 7:00 p.m. at the American
Red Cross as TARS hosts representatives from FSU’s College of
Social Sciences and Public Policy who will present their drone (or
Unmanned Aircraft Systems) training program. The program seeks
to prepare students for an emerging technology with civil, military,
emergency and commercial applications estimated to create
100,000 jobs in the next ten years. Discover how Amateur Radio
can play an active role in drone innovation - See you all there!

Upcoming Events

Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

August 4 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

September 3 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

October 1 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

November 3 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

October 6 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

November 5 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

August 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
August 22 (Saturday)
- GOTA TBA -
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From The President

Since I know that some of you were not at the July meeting, I thought I would start out with a recap of the
TARS Field Day effort. The final score is what everyone wants to know so I will begin with that: 5422 points.
The CW shack made 668 contacts, the phone station until the last minutes held the lead, but ended with 666
contacts. Other notable efforts we made by the 6 meter group, 11 contacts, and the Digital group 111 contacts.
The most noteworthy was the Satellite group, 1 contact. The total after taking into consideration the multipliers
for CW and power was 4472 points. Bonus points totaled 950 giving the grand total.
Field Day is a cooperative undertaking, as it takes the willingness of many to make it a success. Without
Stan, K4SBZ, and Randy, AG4UU, for bringing their RV and trailer, we would have been without any operating
platforms, namely the phone and CW stations. With Jonathan, KK4JWK’s, family providing a tent, table and
chairs, we would have been without a shelter for the exams, lunch, dinner and a place to escape the rain.
Thanks to Phil, N4IPH, and David, W4SKG, for running the GOTA station and a very special thanks to Nick,
KG4NJS, and Joey Humphries for providing support material for which we could not do without. Thanks to the
Tallahassee Parks and Recreation Department for granting us use of Tom Brown Park. And thanks to Tom,
N4TB, for making that one Satellite contact and 100 bonus points. Thanks must also be given to many others,
shack captains, operators, cooks, test examiners, members and visitors, who stopped by making the weekend
a success.
If I had to list one disappointment I would say it was the GOTA station and by all means it was no fault of
Phil, David or the operators. In order to earn bonus points each operator must make a minimum of 20 contacts
to a maximum of 100 contacts. The band and weather being what it was, the club earned zero for the effort.
But they still earn big thanks for that effort, and the few new and inexperienced hams that did operate at GOTA
surely gained some valuable operating experience.
Don’t wait until later, now is the time to start thinking about Field Day 2016. Who is going to lead us?
For the past several years I have wanted to go to Friedrichshafen, Germany. That is where the “Dayton
Hamvention” of Europe is held. It runs the same time as Field Day and I have decided that I will make the trip
in 2016 – this of course means I will not be available to participate in our next TARS Field Day. I may go
several weeks before or after and spend time touring Eastern Europe. Anyone interest in joining me on this
adventure?
If you haven’t heard, the ARRL is raising dues effective January 1, 2016. The increase of $10 makes the
yearly dues $49. The dues have remained the same for the past 14 years but expenses have caught up with
income and they must be raised. If you can, don’t wait until next year, pay 1, 2, or 3 years now.

73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Circuit Traces

News and General Items of Interest

Get On The Air! - An HF In-The-Park Event Planned for August 22nd
TARS is planning a “GOTA Day” for the fourth
nd
Saturday of August – the 22 . An event was tentatively
planned for this last July, but there wasn’t enough planning
or interest to make it happen. This will not be the case for
nd
the planned GOTA event on the 22 where John Pantoja,
KM4FAM, has agreed to chair up the TARS GOTA and
plans on making a statement during the New Business
th
portion of the next TARS meeting on August 6 where he
plans on drumming up some activity. The important issues
to discuss are: where it will take place – such as a park or
parking lot, the permissions required, who would benefit
from participating and what logistics need to be in place.
Why wait until June 2016 to get on the air with your fellow TARS hams? This event was especially designed for
hams with little or no HF experience and those non-licensed folks interested in ‘trying’ out radio for themselves. This is a
good opportunity for higher-licensed hams to mentor those of lesser degree as “Elmers.” Planners would like the TARS
GOTAs to occur on the fourth Saturday of every month (except December and June) generally running between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. to Noon. The station will consist of one rig, and a portable antenna solution.
The GOTA event will be open to the public, and especially friends and family of TARS members! Major details should
be settled soon, if not at the next meeting and information prior to the event will be distributed via TARS email. If you’re
interested in checking it out, or would like to help and/or contribute to this exciting on-air event, please contact John
Pantoja, KM4FAM at: hajji.himself@gmail.com or TARS PIO Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ at: K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com

Tally-Ho! - TARS is Hot to Trot for a Smashing-Good Fox Hunt
TARS is looking for a leader! If you have experience with
Radio “Fox Hunting” and would like to help give a
rd
presentation at the September 3 TARS meeting on how they
work and how to participate in one, we need you! You would
then help set up a fox hunt event in Tom Brown Park on a
Saturday morning on a future date. Perhaps this event could
be in conjunction with a TARS GOTA event.
Radio Fox Hunts are great activities because all can
participate, including those who don’t yet have their ham
licenses. They also teach real-world skills such as search
and rescue and emergency communications. Search areas
can be small like a back yard or large, covering counties
within a region. There could also be cache prizes!
Volunteer Instructors should
ka5usn@hotmail.com, ASAP!

email
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New Winlink Packet Gateway

- submitted by Don Pace, KK4SIH

Tallahassee has a new Winlink gateway
in town. On 145.010 MHz standing at about
250 feet above central Tallahassee is an
RMS Packet Gateway that will allow
amateur radio operators to send email
between themselves and the Internet. Here
is some information on how to get started.

What do I need to make this work?
At the simplest level, a VHF radio connected to a computer with some special software. A Signalink can be used to
make the connection, but there are several ways to accomplish this [a typical setup is shown in the above diagram.] The
most important part obviously is the software. Though several packages exist, the most common one is RMS-Express.
This and other client software can be downloaded from http://www.winlink.org/ClientSoftware. RMS-Express runs on
most windows based computers from XP to 8.1. There are various tutorials online describing the basic setup which is
beyond the scope of this news article, however, it is fairly straightforward and self-explanatory. One common question
often asked is “how do I create an account?” There is no need to since one is created for you automatically the first time
you send an email using Winlink.

Specifics for our gateway:
Here is a description of how to set up for Winlink Packet operation on the Tallahassee gateway. To use our gateway
setup, tune your radio to 145.010 MHz FM simplex with no (PL/CTCSS) tones. The gateway is “KK4SIH-12” via a
WL2Kpacket direct connection. If you are a Winlink expert you now have enough information to be good to go.
Otherwise continue reading…

Software TNC
You will need a TNC (Terminal Node Controller) to make the packet connection work. In the old days that was an
expensive outboard device from companies such as Kantronics or Timewave, and you can always use it if you have one.
Most of us do not have one or would have to dig deep in the closet to find one.
Today, the TNC function can be done in software running on a PC. There are several free software TNCs including
one (recommend) called Direwolf. It is available from https://home.comcast.net/~wb2osz/site/. Once you install this
software, then edit the config file using the windows notepad application. The only variables in the file that need to be
changed/confirmed are: ADEVICE, MYCALL, MODEM, and KISSPORT.

•

•
•
•

ADEVICE - the Radio Interface device. When Direwolf starts up it lists the available devices, start up without the
Signalink connected then shut it down and start it up again with the Signalink connected. The new device is the
one to use in the config file.
MYCALL - your call sign.
MODEM - Make sure it is at “1200” since we are running the gateway at 1200 baud
KISSPORT - This is the computer port the program will talk to the RMS-Express application on. Set this to
“8100” (this is 8001 in the default Direwolf config).
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RMS-Express WL2K packet Setup
The setup for using packet is very simple in RMS-Express.

Open a Packet WL2K Session using the pull down on
the menu bar. Once opened then pick the setup menu item in the new window and select the following: KISS, TCP,
8100 and then update. The last thing to setup is to who and how you are connecting.
In our case, to “KK4SIH-12 - Direct". This is back on the packet screen:

Once you have completed these setup
steps you are ready to go. Don’t worry
about all of the steps, it is all saved for next
time so once you get it working, you are in
good shape. You can now click on the
start menu item (circled in green on the
picture) and RMS-Express will transfer
your mail.

If you run into problems there is lots of help
on the Internet, or you can contact
Don Pace, KK4SIH at:
dgpace@yahoo.com
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About DX Clusters

By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

During the 13 Colonies Special Event in July the objective was to work the special event stations with 1x1 callsigns in the range
from K2A to K2M located in the states that were the original 13 colonies. Imagine searching for one of the callsigns on SSB
“somewhere on 20 meters.” Or are they on 15… or 10… or 40? Maybe they are on RTTY or PSK31. How do you find all 13 of them,
plus the two bonus stations?
I simply called up my favorite DX cluster and saw that K2G was on 7.245 MHz. I tuned to that frequency, called him a few times
(there was a pile up) and quickly had Georgia logged. I checked the cluster again, saw that K2D was on 14.285, QSYed there, called
him and logged Connecticut a few minutes later. Within the next 15 minutes, I had K2E, K2M and K2L in my log. I eventually had a
“clean sweep” of all 13 states plus the two bonus stations, all by knowing exactly where each station was. I had to change modes to
PSK31 to get three of the stations. Without the DX cluster to tell me that they were there, I wouldn’t have known to do that.

Evolution of the DX Clusters
DX clusters originated in 1986
when AK1A (Pavillion software)
wrote the first DX cluster program.
This was a buggy DOS program
that ran on a PC connected to a
packet TNC. The AX25 packet
protocol allowed many connections
on the same frequency, sharing
time slots, to connect to the node.
So one DXer in Miami could spot
(report) a DX station and all the
other stations logged in would
receive the spot. In other cities, the
same thing would be happening on
other nodes. The nodes used a
70cm link to connect to each other,
creating a large network.

With the advent of the internet,
OH2BUA developed the DX Summit
web site where users worldwide could
report DX into a single web page.
Every minute or two, the page would
refresh. DX Summit is now maintained
by the OH9W / OH2AQ radio
club. Since then, other web cluster
sites have come along.
Next in the evolution is the telnet
connection, based on the Telnet
protocol which allows encrypted
plaintext ASCII characters across a
network, allowing a huge number of
connections to be made in almost
realtime. Many telnets have added
more versatile front-end programs for
their Telnet DX cluster connections,
allowing things like auto reconnects,
audio alarms and filtering of spots.
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Finding DX Clusters
They are everywhere! They are everywhere! … Or so it seems. There are many DX clusters that stand alone on the internet such
as at eHam.net http://www.eham.net/DX/ and the original DX Summit http://www.dxsummit.fi/#/. For a list of all telnets and DX clusters
go to http://www.dxcluster.info/.

Electronic Loggers
But the best place to have a DX cluster is in
your electronic log book (you are logging on your
computer, aren’t you?) Somewhere in the menus
of your logger, there is sure to be an option to set
up a telnet. That is, for your DX cluster. How to do
it varies by software, so I won’t go into that. Read
your manual or click on Help to find out how to do it
- and don’t panic - usually it is just a click and
doesn’t require the manual.
Once you have set up your telnet DX cluster,
you can usually display anywhere from a few lines
to a full page of DX spots on your screen. For
example, N3FJP’s ACLog 5.2 shows 5 lines at the
bottom of the screen, cursor-accessible for CAT
control.Win-EQF* shows an entire page as one option, but also provides a single changing line on the main screen, accessible via a
function key for CAT control.
The best part of having a telnet DX cluster as part of your logger comes if you have CAT control associated with your logger,
enabling you to control your rig with your computer. If you do, then with a mouse click or a function key, you can often have your rig’s
frequency automatically changed to that of the DX spot that you choose. So rather than slowly turning your rig’s dial, scanning through
the 20 meter band hoping to stumble onto some DX, instead, you sit watching the computer screen for the rare DX to be spotted
(reported) by someone else. As soon as you see DX4DX appear on the cluster, you click on it and your rig is automatically tuned to
that frequency, possibly your rotor is turned to the correct azimuth and all you have to do is call them, work them and log them.
Nice, huh?
During a contest, the DX clusters give a whole new meaning to “search and pounce.” Instead, it’s “watch the cluster and pounce.”
You look for stations as they are spotted on the cluster, often on a different band from the one you are working thereby giving you new
multipliers for a new band and pounce on them. When you turn in your log, be sure to indicate that you were operating “assisted” (by
all of those friendly spotters out there.) Often during the contest you employ filtering. Depending on the telnet, the filtering can include
bands, mode, source of spot, etc. For example, with one cluster, you could filter to see only spots for 20, 15 and 10 meters SSB
reported by stations located in North America. Earlier today, as I was writing this, I was also working the RSGB IOTA contest. My
telnet connection with the Win-EQF* logger provided me a spot for EF8U with IOTA AF-004 and I had the Canary Islands in my log.
Piece of cake! On to the next island.

The Downside of DX Clusters
I have made working the DX station that you find on a DX cluster sound easy. Actually it is not. When you see DX4DX spotted on
the cluster, so do dozens of other hams. And they all QSY to that same frequency along with your and now you have a massive pileup.
To maintain the pileup, other hams continue to spot DX4DX after they have worked him, drawing in dozens more. Then, of course, we
have those guys who have to tune their kilowatt amplifiers right on frequency. Add to that the “pileup police” who try to educate
everyone, but only add to the QRM. So, yes, you have found that rare DX – now try to work him!
But the upside is, that without the availability of the DX cluster, I never would have been able to find and work K1N, Navassa, for
that second most rare DX entity unless someone had spotted him on 20 meters the morning of February 6. Yes, there was a pileup, but
they managed it well and I persevered. During their stay on Navassa, they were probably the most spotted callsign in the history of DX
clusters.
Whether you are contesting or DXing, a DX cluster can be just that tool that you need to help you locate that much sought-after station.

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
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Road Trip 2015

By Art Marshall, W1FJI

Last year l wrote about our wonderful “Road Trip 2014” in which we drove from Tallahassee, FL, to Onset, MA, on Cape Cod,
stopping in D.C. for a few days. This year, Janet, KA1BOF, (my XYL) and I went on another road trip we called “Road Trip 2015” in
which we drove from Tallahassee, FL to Dartmouth, MA. Dartmouth is located just off of I-195 in Southeastern Massachusetts,
approximately 30 miles east of Providence, RI and some 50 miles south of Boston, right on the coast of Buzzards Bay. With its history
going back some 350 years, it’s still mostly rural with some narrow roads, streets, large farms, and stone walled fences that go on for
miles. Where there once was a golf course there is now the Dartmouth Mall. Likewise where there once was the Dartmouth Drive-In
Theater is now a large shopping area with restaurants.
But, before I go into the details of our trip, let me start off by telling you that before we
left Tallahassee we had to deal with pollen season here. Once we got to Dartmouth, we
had to do it all over again with their pollen season. Weren’t we lucky! Also, the sun comes
up there at 4:45 am. Now, that takes a bit of getting used to. Although it is in the same
“Eastern” time zone it is really further east of Tallahassee. On this trip we stayed with
family in a section of Dartmouth called Smith Mills. This area sure has gone through some
big changes over the years as well. The quiet little town along Route 6 has woken up, and
is now just packed with stores, malls and places to eat. Once you get out of the Route 6
area, you’ll find quite two-lane roads, and several large farms along the hilly landscape.
As always, my contingent of portable ham gear was pressed into service for my
trip including my collection of wire antennas along with my 1960s Webster Band
Spanner antenna and mag mount, my new end fed antenna with a 9:1 un-un
transformer as well as my 20 and 40 meter ham sticks, the HB1B, hand key, head
phones and other essential cables. Not only did I operate from the side of Cape
Cod Canal as well as the Westport Town, but this time I was able to drive down to
the Marconi site in Chatham, MA, but that's a story for another time.
Each time we visit Dartmouth, I feel the need to run by the radio club to see
what’s new. The club was originally formed by several hams in 1932 and at that
time they were known as the New Bedford Shortwave Radio Club. After a few
name and meeting location changes, in 1947 they decided to change their name to
the South Eastern Massachusetts Amateur Radio Association, with the Amateur call
of W1IXF. In 1950 one of the club members, Kenneth Dyer, W1AEC, lost his life
aboard the scalloper "The Four Sisters." Soon after, the club members voted to
and applied for the call W1AEC to keep the call alive in his memory.
In 1955 we bought 3.5 acres of land in Dartmouth, and a WWII
Quonset Hut which was then moved to our new location in Dartmouth.
In 1970 we built the club house shown in the above photo. In the photo
you can see our Sommers beam on the 85 foot tower. There is also a
tri-band beam on the 25 foot tower, as well as a G5RV antenna. We
also rent part of our land to a cell tower company, and our repeater
antenna is obviously located on the top of the 185 foot tower. You can
see some winter snow and ice damage to the beam on the smaller
tower. In the photo on the right you can see the new room which is
attached to the main club building via a walkway. [This Information was
supplied by a book on the history of the club by K1IBR. A more indepth review can be found at http://semara.org/about.]
Wednesday, June 2nd, I had a really nice half-hour QSO with a station in Philly, PA, running 3 watts [QRP, low-power operation]
and a 40 meter ham stick on the back of the van. His RST report to me was 559, and I gave him a 559 also. I called just one CQ and
got a contact right away while sitting in front of my sister in-laws home in Smith Mills, Dartmouth MA, so go figure! The second evening
I tried 40 again, but nothing doing. The band sounded really bad. I tried 40 the next evening and was able to work a station in NY. The
exchange for me was a 449 and I was able to give him a 559, respectable for 3 watts! The voltage indicator showed that the internal
radio battery was down below 10 volts; likewise the power output had dropped down below 3 watts indicating it was time to put the
internal battery on charge for a few hours.
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Shown to the left is a photo of
my operating position inside the
house where we are staying.
Here I have an end fed 9:1 un-un
half-wave antenna in the attic in
an inverted-"L" configuration. The
coax lead comes down through
the access stairway into the attic
and the antenna loads great on
20, 30, and 40 meters. I'm also
hearing many stations and if the
bands hold up I hope to make
some contacts.
Since the
antenna is affected by its
surroundings, I have no clue as to
what kind of signal I will have with
it strung up in the attic.

I worked a station in PA from this location.

It's always interesting operating from different parts of the country. When in Florida, obviously I hear more stations from the
southern and western states depending on the band. When up in Massachusetts, it's easier to hear and work stations from the New
England and mid-Atlantic States again depending upon the band and conditions. It's a short drive to Ft. Rodman / Ft. Taber which is
located at the southern tip of New Bedford, MA, and opens into Buzzards Bay, with a lighthouse on top of the old fort. There’s lots of
good information on both Ft. Phoenix and Ft. Taber on the Internet. I was not able to set up on this day as the temperature at 11:30 am
was 48 degrees with moderate to heavy rain with strong winds off of the water. Ok, so I'm a wimp.

My operating position inside the house.

On this day I drove across the
Acushnet River to Fairhaven, MA and
down to Fort Phoenix which is located at
the southern tip of Fairhaven, MA and
opens into Buzzards Bay. I set up a few
yards from the cannons that are at the
top of the fort. From just about any
point, you can look east across the
water and see Ft. Rodman at the tip of
New Bedford. The 20 meter band didn't
sound too good but I did hear a station
from “3” land but was unable to make a
contact. Never the less it was a very
nice day to relax by the water and watch
the fishing boats head out to sea.

I did return a few days later
once the weather warmed up and
decided to make a second
attempt at working someone.
Although
the
weather was
warmer, there were white caps on
the water and the single red flag
was flying. 14.060 kHz sounded
good and it was time to see if I
could work someone.
Sure
enough I worked a station in WI. I
got a 599, I sent him a 559! On
th
June 12 I worked NC, due to
heavy QSB [fading] I received
439, and the NC station was 599

Radio set up at Ft. Phoenix

Our van at Ft. Rodman and the Ft. Rodman Light House

Another day, we drove from
N. Dartmouth down to Padanaram
which is approximately 15 miles
from where we are staying. As
you can see by the photo, there
are many sail boats that put in
here. This is also where KA1BOF
grew up. To my left is a quiet and
protected harbor, and to my right
are the open waters into Buzzards
Bay. From this location I had a
nice QSO at the water’s edge on
14.060 with a station from GA. My
report to him was a 559 and his
report to me was also 559.

One afternoon Janet and I drove from Dartmouth down to the Bourne Park, Buzzards Bay, on the Cape Cod Canal, which is
approximately 35 miles east of Dartmouth on Route 6, mid-way between the Bourne Bridge and the Sagamore Bridge. I was able to
make a contact with a WV station while watching both sail and power boats going through the Canal. Ya just can’t beat it with a stick. I
was able to work stations in various US states including: GA, WI, NC, NY, OH, FL, PA, VA, NJ, IL, and WV, not to mention, DX stations
with a VO1 and F6 prefix. I received reports ranging from 339 to 599 amidst often heavy QSB. I’ve only listed the states and country
prefixes once even though I worked many of them more than once. Three watts on CW comes through again!
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Over the past few
weeks, solar flares
had really done a job
on some of the HF
bands. An X3 solar
flare on Thursday,
th
June 18 starting at
1645z peaked around
1730z, and 20 and 40
meters were broken.
Another flare on June
nd
22 destroyed the HF
bands again!
From
rd
June 23 through the
th
25
there was not
much of a change on
20 meters in the
Photo of van in Padanaram,
afternoon and evelooking east towards Buzzards Bay.
Photo of Van at Cape Cod Canal Park
nings. Some signals
th
were heard but they were mostly in the noise. A third solar flare on the 29 again affected the HF bands. Poor conditions and QRP
really doesn't mix too well. One evening through the noise on 40 meters, I did happen to hear a station from call district 3 and one from
call “8” land but I could not make a contact.
I operated mainly 20 and 40 meter QRP CW, using my ham sticks
mounted on the rear of the van when fixed portable in the van. Inside
the house my end fed un-un 9:1 wire antenna in the attic seemed to
perform very well. Band conditions varied from good to poor. Some
evenings it took a little longer to make a contact than other evenings.
Just about the time I had figured no contacts for that night, I would get
a call. For the most part I broke my own rule of only answering CQs,
and I called CQ many evenings. Some evenings I found 20 meters
good to me and some evenings it didn't like me at all. Likewise, some
evenings when 20 meters had lots of QSB, I would wait until 0230z or
later, and it would seem open stateside west, north and into Canada
for a short time. 40 meters in the evenings would get noisy and
signals would be in and out. Massachusetts and Rhode Island
stations for the most part were too close for me to hear. In all of the
time I was on, I really didn't hear many stations from the six New
England states. The closest stations I worked were from NY and NJ.

Paskamanset River / Waterfall - worked a station in NY

At Lee’s Wharf where I worked a station in PA

When operating in Tallahassee I would hear a CO8 [Cuba] station
fairly strong. All the time I was up north I listened hard but never heard the
CO8. I worked a few stations whose operators were on vacation in motor
homes and some that were tent-camping. All in all again it was a fun trip
and fun to have worked so many both QRO [high power] and QRP stations.
Did I have fun? You bet I did! Although, when I talked to some of the other
QRP HF folks via the Internet, they said that 18 MHz has been good.
Unfortunately my HB1B MKII doesn't cover that band. Hey, there's my
excuse to get the new HB1B MKIII. What would I do different? If we make
this trip again I will bring along my pair of 80 meter ham sticks and bracket
so that I could use them in a horizontal dipole configuration and obviously a
good length of 50 coax. A final note: I’ve now had my HB1B for one year. It
continues to operate really well, and I still have no complaints. I really
believe my TS-480S/AT which I haven't used in a year, in lieu of my HB1B
will be on the auction block soon.

Well, there you have it; another road trip in the books. There are lots of hams who operate in public parks, in the fields, on hiking
trails or on mountain tops in all kinds of weather. Enjoy the outdoors, bring your rig along and don't forget y’all’s dawg!

73 until next time! B C N U de W1FJI operated portable in Massachusetts.
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Ham News and Information – At Your Fingertips

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

Where do you get your Amateur Radio news and information?
We all probably have different answers to this question, but we have one source in common, and you are reading it! Each month,
Mike, K4ICY, compiles a variety of information and produces the monthly TARS Newsletter for our members to read. Several of us
submit articles that we feel other Amateurs would be interested in reading. Each week Stan, K4SBZ, sends out emails to interested
Amateurs such as “Amateur Radio Things To Do This Weekend” listing the major contests, special event stations, DX and much more.
We have the TARS News & Information Net, 8:00 p.m. Thursday evenings on the 147.03 MHz repeater. We also have a very
professional website that is up to date with local information. I’ve showed and emailed the newsletter and website link to several of my
Amateur Radio friends and they are very impressed with the layout and content! But where else do you get the latest news and
information concerning our hobby?

At one time, QST was just about the only publication that covered our hobby in depth. This year the magazine is celebrating its
100 year anniversary. In 1945 another independent magazine CQ started publication covering mobile operation and DX. CQ
Communications also produced similar magazines such as CQ-VHF, Popular Communications (devoted to shortwave hobby) and a few
years ago they picked up WorldRadio Magazine and converted it to an online publication. A similar publication, 73 Amateur Radio
Today, published by Wayne Green from 1960-2003, took a more technical approach to Amateur Radio. One of the highlights of the
publication was Wayne Green’s monthly editorial “Never Say Die”, a reference to Wayne’s call-sign W2NSD. After completing 43 years
of publication, 73 Amateur Radio Today magazine ceased publication with the September 2003 issue (#514). A combined
October/November 2003 issue was planned, but never appeared. Publisher Wayne Green cited financial pressure from reduced
advertising revenue as the prime reason for shutting down publication of the magazine. Since the beginning of these magazines, many
have sponsored a number of DX Contests and other activities. If you are interested in reading about the history of some of these
publications you can find their FaceBook pages or links to some of their articles.
https://www.facebook.com/CQMag/info?tab=page_info

https://archive.org/details/73-magazine

https://www.facebook.com/WorldRadioOnline

Today, most magazines and newspapers have provided digital copies as an alternative to getting the paper copy in the mail. Not
only does this provide instant access as soon as the current publication has been completed, but also searchable access to archived
back-issues. There are also advantages to readers such as instant access to embedded videos and other pertinent resources and
updates and corrections can also be made to content within current editions by the publishers as needed. Publishers often provide
digital copies to read on electronic devices such as tablets and smart phones especially when internet connections or carrier services
are not available. If there are related stories or other videos it is very easy to add hyperlinks to the digital editions. A simple click of a
mouse or tap of a finger and you are there! I wonder what the “Old Man” would think of these innovations; would he write a “Rotten
Internet” column in a future edition of QST?
Where else do you find your Amateur Radio news? If you are like many Hams around the world you probably check several of the
Amateur Radio websites on the internet. Some of the more popular websites are ARRL www.arrl.org/ , QRZ http://qrz.com/, EHam
www.eham.net/, HamUniverse www.hamuniverse.com/, AC6V www.ac6v.com/, Contesting www.contesting.com/, WY5I
www.w5yi.org/, and the DX Zone www.dxzone.com/. Many of these sites have articles, contest information, call-sign lookup, “How To”
columns, license study materials and many other Ham related publications. Some are geared to DX operations, license and new ham
information, contesting, reviews of new Amateur equipment and much more. You could spend hours sifting through the information
found just on these sites. YouTube has hundreds of videos available with just a click or a tap. Several of my favorite YouTube
channels are ARRL (98 videos,) K7AGE (128 videos,) Ham Radio Now (259 videos.) If you don’t have time to look at a video, why not
try Podcasting. Again, there are a variety of podcasts available online from many sources including iTunes, Google Play, YouTube and
Vimeo. You can search for a particular podcast or often schedule an automatic download through services like iTunes. Many podcasts
are available for download in .MP3 format.
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What if you want to listen to a video such as those found on the Ham Radio Now website www.hamradionow.tv (now redirected to
arvideonews.com/hrn/) while you’re are exercising at the gym or in your car? There are a number of websites that will download a
YouTube video (or other video) by copying the YouTube link and pasting it into a box on their website. And a quick search will give you
a list of sites that will easily convert YouTube videos to .MP3 such as http://www.youtube-mp3.org/. You can also download videos with
help of sites like http://keepvid.com/ and convert the .MP4 or .FLV files to .MP3s with a program like the free VLC Video Player
www.videolan.org/ There are also some Add-Ons available for Firefox that will do all this automatically. Don’t worry if this sounds
confusing, there are a number of videos on YouTube showing how to make this conversion. MP3’s take up very little space and can be
loaded to inexpensive MP3 players or smart phones.
Randy, K7AGE, www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE has some of the best
videos on Amateur Radio I have seen in a long time. We have mentioned
these videos in our Amateur License classes for a number of years. There
are a number of “How To” and “Getting Started” videos for both the new
and more experienced Amateur radio operators alike. If you haven’t been
to his YouTube channel, you’re missing some great information! Ham
Radio Now (link above) is a fairly new site I found after searching for
videos on Field Day 2015. Gary Pearce, KN4AQ, produces a one hour
video about every week on a variety of subjects related to Amateur Radio
and usually has several guests on the show. There is also a link at the top
of each video to download the audio (.MP3) version of the video. There
are also links on the left side of the homepage to other audio and video
programs of interest to ham operators. You could spend hours listening to
them sitting at a computer, that’s why I listen with my .MP3 player while I’m
working on something else.
Most of the videos on Ham Radio Now are done
in Gary’s Ham Studio, but many others are done on
location. One of the latest I viewed was an excellent
video on Field Day 2015 with Sean Kutzko, KX9X,
ARRL’s Media and PR Manager and Katie Allen,
WY7YL, ARRL’s PR chair. I wish I had looked at it
earlier, before Field Day and had passed it on to some
of the organizers of our local event. Some good
discussions on how to get the information out to the
media and involving public and safety officials, much of
this we do already. Stan had a well-organized Media
Table (as usual) at our Field Day site; we just didn’t
have as many visitors as desired this year. Many of
the Field Day tips presented in the video, we already
do as a club and have done them for many years.
I know we have members of the club that have sons,
daughters, grandsons and granddaughters in the different Scouting
organizations. Have you ever thought to invite their groups to Field
Day? Well, it’s not too late; you still have a chance this year! The
International Scouting Jamboree on the Air will take place the
th
th
th
weekend of October 16 , 17 & 18 2015. The ARRL suggested
in January 2015 to start making plans and can provide information
on the event. You can find information on the ARRL website or on
the official BSA K2BSA website www.k2bsa.net/jota/ or the
JOTA/JOTI website www.jotajoti.info/. You may even plan on
working with some of the Scouts on the Radio, Electricity and
Electronics Merit Badges or the Morse Code Interpreter Strips
before the event.

73 de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net
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If you have some favorite sources of Amateur Radio related
videos or websites you think others in the club would like to see,
send the link to Mike Maynard, K4ICY, newsletter editor at
k4icy@arrl.net and he can include them in Resource Links section.
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX

Contest and QSO Parties
01 Aug
01 Aug
01 Aug
01 Aug
04 Aug
07 Aug
07 Aug
07 Aug
08 Aug
15 Aug
15 Aug
16 Aug
22 Aug
22 Aug
29 Aug
29 Aug

0000Z - 2359Z
0001Z - 2359Z Aug 2
1800Z - 0559Z Aug 2
1800Z - 1800Z Aug 2
0100Z - 0300Z
0100Z - 0230Z
0230Z - 0300Z
0145Z - 0215Z
1600Z - 2400Z Aug 9
0600Z - 2359Z Aug 17
1800Z - 0559Z Aug 16
1800Z - 2359Z
0400Z - 0400Z Aug 24
1600Z - 0400Z Aug 23
1200Z - 0259Z Aug 30
1400Z - 2000Z Aug 30

TARA Grid Dip Shindig
10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB
North American QSO Party, CW
ARRL August UHF Contest
ARS Spartan Sprint
QRP Fox Hunt (also 21, 28)
NCCC Sprint Ladder CW
NCCC RTTY Sprint
Maryland-DC QSO Party
ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
North American QSO Party, SSB
ARRL Rookie Roundup, RTTY
Hawaii QSO Party
Ohio QSO Party

http://www.n2ty.org
http://www.ten-ten.org
http://www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/august-uhf
http://www.arsqrp.blogspot.com/
http://www.qrpfoxhunt.org/summer_rules.htm
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rtty.html
http://mdcqsoparty.w3vpr.org
http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up
http://www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.hiqsoparty.org/Rules/HQP/HQPRules.html
http://www.ohqp.org/adminRules.htm
W/VE Islands QSO Party (Ph, CW, Dg) http://www.usislands.org
Kansas QSO Party
http://www.ksqsoparty.org

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW
DX
From

To

Prefix

Call

From

To

Prefix

Call

01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
01-Jul
06-Jul
08-Jul
10-Jul
18-Jul
18-Jul
21-Jul
25-Jul
28-Jul
28-Jul
01-Aug

25-Aug
31-Dec
31-Aug
01-Sep
16-Sep
30-Sep
01-Oct
15-Oct
20-Oct
27-Nov
20-Dec
31-Dec
31-Dec
???
???
???
???
???
30-Sep
31-Dec
06-Aug
17-Aug
05-Aug
03-Aug
06-Aug
18-Aug
06-Aug
03-Aug
08-Aug
13-Aug

VK
YI
SM
9N
UA0
JA
KC4
OH
HK
4U1/I
VK
JW
KC4
3X
E5/S
UA0
KC4
T30
HC8
1S
E5/S
VP2M
W
DL
UA
4O
SV
KH6
V2
HC

VK4AAC/5 (OC-139)
by F4HGL
7S90IARU
9N7CW
UE44Y
8N13ARDF
KC4AAC (AN-012)
OH5TS (EU-140)
HK3JCL
4U0ITU
VK100ANZAC
JW2US (EU-063)
RI1ANZ RN1ON
by YS1RS
E51DWC
UA0FAM (AS-062)
VP8ROT
T30RG
HC8/G8OFQ
DV3KWM
E51AGY
VP2MLU
W2IY (NA-055)
DG8HJ (EU-128)
RI1PC RI1PK (EU-160)
4O/LB9N
SV8/IW2NEF (EU-067)
N3QE/KH6
V29SH
HC2/LU9EFO

01-Aug
01-Aug
03-Aug
04-Aug
05-Aug
06-Aug
07-Aug
07-Aug
08-Aug
08-Aug
09-Aug
10-Aug
12-Aug
13-Aug
14-Aug
14-Aug

31-Aug
01-Jul
10-Aug
17-Aug
11-Aug
09-Aug
15-Aug
10-Aug
06-Sep
16-Aug
23-Aug
16-Aug
29-Sep
18-Aug
17-Aug
30-Aug

PY
RI1F
VE
YJ
VP9
JD1/O
3A
LX
OH0
UA0
S7
TF
SV5
LU
HC8
SP

15-Aug
15-Aug
15-Aug
15-Aug
15-Aug
16-Aug
21-Aug
22-Aug
22-Aug
22-Aug
22-Aug
26-Aug
31-Aug

01-Sep
16-Aug
16-Aug
16-Aug
16-Aug
19-Aug
23-Aug
28-Aug
27-Aug
23-Aug
31-Aug
3-Sep
7-Sep

C5
CO
CU
GM
ZS
F
GM
CU
EI
JA
UA0
V6
TF

PW70FEB
RI1FJ
VY0M (NA-248)
YJ8RN (OC-110)
VP9/K9GY
JO1LVZ/JD1
3A/IZ8EGM
LX9YL
OH0/DL3SEM
R7AL/0 (AS-172)
S79DPX (AF-024)
TF/F4GGQ
SV5/DL1ZB
LU4AA/D (SA-055)
HC8/LU9EFO
SN0CIPHER, SN0LEAK, SN1ENIGMA,
SN2ENIGMA, SN3ENIGMA
C5WP
T41C (NA-093)
CR2X
MM5AHO (EU-009)
ZS1FUN (AF-064)
F/G6AY/P (EU-157)
GM0GAV, GM0LVI (EU-112)
CR1D (EU-175)
EJ7NET (EU-121)
JA4GXS/4 (AS-117)
RT9K/0 (AS-203)
V6M
TF/K2HVN

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone Data in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation.

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting

Compiled and Submitted by Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Secretary

Call to Order: President Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Presentation/Program: Gerry led a recap of the TARS Field Day operations. Almost everything went very well with just
a few minor issues. The six meter radio didn’t transmit. It was changed out early Sunday morning and there was a brief
flurry of contacts. The only other concern raised was that there were so few visitors to the GOTA station. See “From The
President” for more details.
Business Committees:
Treasury - Norm Scholer (K4GFD): The bank statements of June 15 show:
$3092.55. Field Day costs will be reflected in the next bank statement.

Checking: $2656.91 and Savings:

Testing - Alan Terrell (N4KGT): Three individuals passed the technician exam at Field Day and one individual upgraded
to general class.
Minutes - Brady Lyon (KJ4YSP): The minutes were approved as printed.
Repeaters - Randy Pierce (AG4UU): Randy reported on the status of repeaters and SARNet. The Fusion repeater for
Blair Stone isn’t quite ready for use. Randy asked Don Pace (KK4SIH) to report on the Winlink RMS Gateway that has
been installed (145.010 Mhz, 1200 baud). See Don’s e-mail to the membership for more details.
Education - Phil Asher (N4PIH): Phil indicated that he would be checking with the Red Cross about the availability of
their facilities for education activities later in the summer.
Open Discussion:
•
•

•

Gerry opened a conversation on the possibility of the club participating in a winter field day. There was interest as
long as members could stay warm! The conversation will continue.
A follow up to the Field Day conversation was to consider setting up a GOTA station at other times of the year and in
places where it would be more obvious to the general public that amateur radio provides emergency communications.
Again, there was interest as indicated by the many suggestions.
Several of the club signs disappeared during Field Day. We will need an estimate so that the replacements may be
presented as a budget item.

New Business - Steve Sciotto (KF4RON) was nominated for club membership by David Miner (W4SKG). “Chief”
seconded the motion. A voice vote approved Steve for membership. It’s great to have you Steve!
Unfinished Business:
•

•

The December meeting of TARS (Thursday, December 3) will be the Holiday Party at the Capital City Country Club.
“Chief” let us know that they have a new chef! We will discuss menu items at the next meeting (Thursday, August 6).
The cost will be $25 per plate and checks are to be made out to TARS and submitted no later than the meeting by the
November 5 meeting. (Please do NOT send them to the TARS mailbox as it isn’t checked often.) We need a
minimum of 41 members and guests to break even.
Our next meeting will be on August 6 at 7:00 PM in the Red Cross building. A program on drones will be presented
by someone from FSU.

Adjournment: Gerry closed the meeting at 8:00 PM.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for July 2015

Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer

Beginning Balances – June 17, 2015

June

Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 2,656.91
$ 3,092.58
$ 5,749.49

YEAR-to-DATE

Summary of Month’s Activities:
Total Receipts:
Total Expenses:

$
$

68.00
0.19

$ 2,404.33
$ 1,679.30

$
$
$
$
$
$

60.00
8.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
68.00

$ 1,737.00
$
103.00
$
10.00
$
73.28
$
480.96
$ 2,404.33

$
$

0.00
0.00

Receipts Derived From:
Member Dues:
50/50 Raffle:
Member Donations:
SPARC:
Misc.:
Total:

The updated Unaudited Financial Summary
for TARS with detailed expenses
is available at K4TLH.net
Includes the total 2015 calendar year.

(inc. + savings interest)

Expenditures:
Talquin Electric:
Misc.:
Outstanding Expenses:

$
$

NONE

35.16
0.00

Electricity for Wakulla County Repeater Site

NONE

Ending Balances – July 17, 2015
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

The Trading Post

$ 2,724.91
$ 3,092.58
$ 5,817.49

Equipment and Services

Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS

BUY – SELL – TRADE… As-Is, New, or Whatever!

If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring
TARS radio equipment, or have good and working
equipment to donate to TARS – email Steve
at ad4e@arrl.net

If you have ANY personal amateur radio items that you
would like to sell or need, we will publish requests in The
Printed Circuit, subject to editorial review. Please submit
your requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard,
th
K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net by the 20 of the month.
Please supply photos and descriptions if possible. You
will get three months of free space here unless specified.

RADIO-RELATED ADS ARE FREE!
Know a local radio repair service – giver them a boost here.
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TARS Officers

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

Phil “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN
Vice President

Robert Clark, K9HVW
Secretary

ka5usn@hotmail.com

rsclark42@comcast.net

Norm Scholer, K4GFD
Treasurer
k4gfd@tds.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions and lend a hand in the many TARS radio events.
TARS appreciates your support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
• Webmaster: John Pantoja, KM4FAM
• FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /…
• Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net

Regional Nets
TARS News & Information Net
North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
North Florida Digital Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
North Florida 6M SSB Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM

Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)

Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
Southwest Georgia ARES Net
SKYWARN Net

Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1st Thrs.)
Daily • 9:00 AM ET
except Sunday

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 8 PM ET
Tuesday • 8:15 PM ET
Daily • 6:55 AM ET
Daily • Noon ET
Daily • 7:30 PM ET
Sunday • 7 PM ET
Thursday • 8 PM ET
Tuesday • 8 PM ET
Sunday • 8:30 PM ET
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM ET
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM ET
Third Thursday
7:30 PM ET (or after GA SSB Net)
Thursday • 9 PM ET
First Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

3950 kHz

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
3590 kHz PSK-31 Mode
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
50.150 MHz
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)
th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Regional Clubs
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Rock Bottom Seafood and Grill,

2115 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia – Supper is first, then the business meeting after.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

Repeaters

Capital Are Region / Linked

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website: (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).

Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

PL

No

145.450 -

94.8

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

Aux or Remote Site

Height
300
400

Greensboro

Gadsden

NX4DN

NXDN

147.390 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion DCS
023 WIREX Connected

Greensboro

Gadsden

NX4DN

NXDN

444.125 +

94.8

NXDN World Wide Network

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

145.430 -

94.8

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

P-25

300
300

350
Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARnet) See Next Page

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC (200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NX4DN

NXDN

444.175 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Thomasville

Thomas

145.370 -

141.3

Thomasville

Thomas

442.600 +

141.3

Reno

Grady

145.170 -

141.3

KE4URL
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Host of Echolink Node #3950

575

TMH (200)
NXDN World Wide Network

4pts Hotel (175)
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SARnet

Florida Statewide Amateur Radio Network

For More Information and Current SYSTEM STATUS visit: http://www.sarnetfl.com/

SARnet LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM MAP

The Statewide Amateur Radio
Network (“SARnet”) is a linked
repeater
system
positioned
throughout greater Florida utilizing
the
self-sustaining
microwave
communications infrastructure of
the state DOT. A great EmComm
asset during hurricane season!

ALL Hams Encouraged to Use the Network!
In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8 PL) repeater or the Madison 444.200 (94.8 PL) repeater. As this
is a “linked” system, each ham must take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is essentially a
super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly populated areas of Florida, each having to identify. If
you have any questions or issues with use of the SARnet – contact Randy Pierce, AG4UU, at: piercer2381@gmail.com
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Resource Links

Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com
NAQCC – http://www.naqcc.info/
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org
Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com
QST (Digital Online and Archives) – http://www.arrl.org/qst
The Printed Circuit – http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net
Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com

Podcasts

Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

th

TARS – ARRL: AUGUST 4 at 7 p.m.
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of
th
Tuesday, August 4 , at The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115
Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at
7:00 p.m. - - - Upgrade exam is FREE upon passing first exam! - - Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check.
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net for more details.

TARC – W5YI Group: Please Contact TARC To Schedule
Offering an exam session once a month on the third Saturday of each
th
month (August 15 ) at 10:00 a.m. at the Thomas County EOC located
at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA. The cost is $14 and two
forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to
process. Test sessions may require forward notice of attendance!
For inquiries please contact: (W5YI VE) Alan Slaughter, kg4gav kg4gav@gmail.com
For general information and updates please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
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Publication

330+ Subscribers and Growing!

Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH
Find out about TARS events, pass information and ask questions via Facebook.
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse.
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club.
Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH and http://k4tlh.net/
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS Send in photos of your
shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family enjoying
radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever… The Printed
Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you!
We Want You To Write For US Readers and writers are encouraged to
submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and how-to’s for
publication. Public service announcements are welcome… The Printed
Circuit is sent to well over 330+ email recipients, so why not use this
publication to share the hobby you love? 1 page max for PSA/news, 5
pages max for articles. (All Negotiable)
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or
corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as news
write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, local nets, repeaters,
frequencies or etc., please forward that information to us at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at
k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future newsletters
publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the
following month’s edition.
At NO Cost The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!
Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis. Please
consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these
newsletters a “great read.” Monetary contributions are encouraged to be
made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc., which depends on
your support. You may also consider donating your time and talents by
writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be
considered for publication. The Printed Circuit is MORE than just a club
newsletter!
Distribution The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a
PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the following
TARS business meeting. Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however
you may consider sending us any new addresses for interested
recipients. Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be
readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and http://k4tlh.net/indexof-newsletter-articles/
E-mail Addresses Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email address:
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO)
K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at
k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the
newsletter and would like to have your address removed. PLEASE
STIPULATE IF YOU WISH TO ONLY RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER via
your email address. Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to
receive this free publication.

Find the newest edition of The Printed
Circuit as well as back-issues and past
articles organized by topic at:
http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
Publication Deadline
The deadline for monthly
th
publication is the 20 of the prior month. Corrections
and/or additions may not be possible within a week
prior to publication.
Content/Copyright Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not
responsible for the views or opinions (expressed in the works)
of any individual or organization published within, and are
those of the individual author(s). The Printed Circuit is not
explicitly representative of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The
Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit publication, intended for
educational use and public distribution. Articles and photos
MAY be reprinted or re-distributed without permission, only if
written content and photos are not altered except for layout.
Please give source for quotation. If you desire to re-print any
material, a specific electronic copy can be provided for your
convenience – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor),
at k4icy@arrl.net. The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society,
Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license
over ALL submitted material. All content published is subject
to copyright, which means that The Printed Circuit and
subsequently, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society may
re-distribute and use all material as seen fit – but grants the
submitting author(s) their original copyright privileges. ALL
submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and
irrevocably becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur
Radio Society, Inc. within the scope of its intended use with
respect to this publication and TARS media such as public
relations and advertising. Submission author(s) may request
future retraction (subject to approval) or removal of
submission prior to print. Unless instructed not to, the
editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content
WITHOUT author(s) approval. Please do NOT submit
prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is
given explicitly and such material has been granted
permission and is licensed for re-use! As it is impossible
to verify the source of all text and image content submitted,
The Printed Circuit and The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society, Inc. cannot be held solely liable for damages due to
unintended infringement in whole or part. In the event that a
rights-holder to any submitted material presses legal action
for compensation of infringement, the submitting author(s)
must be held responsible and must cover damages.

All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2015 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

Master Series Combo Key
Bug / Single-Lever / Cootie / Straight Key
http://k4icy.com/portfolio_3D.htm
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
Updated 11/20/14

This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have
not changed any information from last year, merely complete the form
with your name, indicate your member type and ARRL membership status
and make payment to TARS.

Membership Status:
•
•
•
•

Individual; Single member; full voting privileges.
Family; Single member, plus participating family members residing at the same address; all members have full
voting privileges. Complete a form for each member.
Student; Free for students (elementary school through college) with ID; all rights and privileges except voting.
Introductory; Free until the end of year (next year for December) for anyone who passed Amateur Licensing
Exam facilitated by TARS; all rights and privileges except voting.

If no personal information has changed, current memberships can be renewed simply by making payment to TARS.
You must be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society; however, any non-licensed radio enthusiast may
attend the TARS business meetings and functions. Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are
only $20 per individual or family (complete a form for each family member.) Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.70 per month.) After
September, they drop to $5.00. Individuals wishing to reinstate their expired membership status must reapply and pay full
dues ($20) for the current year. TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of
repeater maintenance and TARS events. Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check (or
cash) along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly TARS business
meeting and give it to the Treasurer - or mail your check and completed form to:
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315
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