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7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross - 1115 Easterwood Drive 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month. 

Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030  (+.600, tone 94.8) 

       Join us Thursday, September 3 rd, at 7:00 p.m.  at the 
American Red Cross  as Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, gives an 
informative presentation on DX Clusters .  Inspired by last 
month’s Printed Circuit article by Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, Gerry will 
demonstrate some of the various associated logging programs and 
will introduce many of the online DX Cluster hot-spots useful in 
instantly finding those rare DX HF contacts sure to help earn any 
savvy ham their own DXCC award.     -   See you all there!  
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SEPTEMBER 
 
September 3  (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 

 
OCTOBER 
 
October 1  (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 
October 6  (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 
 
November 3  (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
 
November 5  (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 
 

 
DECEMBER 
 
TARS HOLIDAY PARTY 
 
No business meeting held. 
 
December 3  (tentative) 
Details To Be Announced… 
$25 – Make Check to TARS 
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       For those who didn’t make it 
to the August meeting, you missed 
a great one.  Rob McDaniel and 
David Merrick from Florida State 
gave an excellent program on the 
university’s drone program.  The 
questions and discussion after the 
program continued through the 
break and continued after the 
regular meeting.  September’s 
program will be on DX Clusters.  
After reading Stan’s K4SBZ article 
in the August Printed Circuit on 
this subject, I thought it would 
make a good program 
demonstrating some logging 
programs and straight from the 
web. 

 

       This past weekend I attended the Alabama State Convention in Huntsville.  The hamfest is located in the 

Von Braun Center in downtown Huntsville and the weather is not a concern as it is entirely indoors and is air 

conditioned.  The convention volunteers from the Huntsville ham club and those in attendance are always 

friendly and the major Amateur Radio vendors are present, with super sales.  It is not crowded like Dayton or 

Orlando, giving ample opportunity to ask the questions that always come about when looking at the various 

exhibits. 

       Linda and I were in the 10-10 booth and greeted many old and new members.  Next to us was a new 

company that used 3D printers to manufacture components for various ham radio items.  Yes, they brought 

two of the printers and that caused a lot of traffic to our way as well.  I escaped without spending too much.  

One unfortunate note is that it seemed that overall attendance was down from previous years.  This is one 

hamfest that should be on your ‘to attend’ list.  

       We are entering the last third of the year, contesting should pick up as well as DX.  Become radio-active 

and spend some time on the HF bands!  As I have stated before, my station is available for club members to 

use.  I only want to know several weeks in advance to insure that I will be home and we have no other plans.       

 

 

73,  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ   WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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James "Kimo" Lewis Montague III, K4IMO,  
 
became a "silent key" on August 19th at the age of 67. His faithful 
dog, Ralph, passed away with him.  A retired electronics tech with 
the State of Florida, Kimo, as everyone knew him, loved Amateur 
Radio.  He served as president of TARS for two years and was 
also a recipient of the prestigious TARS and Feathers award.  He 
was also members of Orange County ARES and the Orlando 
Amateur Radio Club. 
 
       Amongst his many other beloved avocations included trains 
and the Scouting program where he served as a Scout Master. He 
was an avid supporter of the Second Amendment and was also a 
faithful supporter of the ASPCA and also fostered many dogs 
throughout the years. 
 
       As a supporter for Amateur Radio's role in emergency 
communications, Kimo was active with Florida Department of 
Emergency Management and was often a ready operator of 
KA4EOC at the Florida Emergency Operations Center.�

 
       Kimo led an interesting life, to say the least.  For a time back in the early ‘70s, he was Jay Lewis, a great voice and 
DJ at WTAL.  His radio and electronics skill set came to great use as a private investigator specializing in electronic 
sweeps and surveillance.  Kimo was also a Civil War history buff and enjoyed trips to battlefields and historic sites 
associated with that war. 
 
       Most of all, Kimo was a very loving father to four children, a grandfather to twelve, and great-grandfather to six.  His 
memorial service was held at Authentic Life Church on August 22nd.  He will be missed by family and the many hams 
influenced by his enthusiasm and mentoring alike. 

 

��4�'%�����%�+%$"��#� A Hit with TARS Members!  

       TARS gives special thanks for a great presentation by� Rob McDaniel and David Merrick of the FSU Center for 
Disaster Risk Policy’s drone program.  If you were not able to make the August meeting, you missed out on a great 
program!  Topics of discussion included the beneficial applications of drone use utilizing SUAS (Small Unmanned Ariel 
Systems) small-scale aircraft from public safety to the hot-button topic of surveillance. 

       Major issues were discussed including emerging FAA regulations, the advent of ever advancing drone technologies, 
and the proliferation of SUAS cottage industries as well as mitigation of public skepticism.  Commercial enterprise and 
Federal policy architects are nearing impending crossroads.  Aside from any legal obstacles, advancing drone technology 
promises to save lives and property as well as provide thousands of jobs in the future. 

       Club members were treated to some really cool eye-candy as both an advanced ‘medium’-type quad-copter complete 
with video-capture down-link and GPS guidance system, plus a work-horse fixed-wing drone named “Oscar.”  
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MOBILE  RADIO  PACKAGE  DEAL !   
 
•  Kenwood mobile unit:  
   144/440 MHz FM Dual Band, 
   TM-G707A In excellent condition! 
 
•  Yaesu HT: 
   50/144/430 MHz Triple Band Heavy-Duty submersible 
   VX-7R  In excellent condition! 
 
•  Diamond mobile antenna: 
   2m/70cm with mag mount, black finish. 
   NR770HB In excellent condition! 
 

EVERYTHING  for only  $150 
 
Contact: Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ  at: LMpushor@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 

BASE-STATION  RIGS  &  ACCESSORIES  
 
•  ASP Base Station Antenna  by "the antenna specialists" 
   6db gain, collinear, field tunable,  445-470 Mhz. NEW in Box!  
 
•  Yaesu FT-720R with YM39 Mic  and all mounting brackets. 
 
•  Yaesu FT-770RH UHF FM Transceiver 
    with MH15A8 DTMF mic  
    Power line double-fused with Anderson Powerpole connector, 
    includes all portable mounting brackets. 
 
•  RL Drake TV 330 Low Pass Filter,  
   1000 watts max below 30 MHz 
 
•  RL Drake TV 5200 Low Pass Filter, 
   1000watts max below 30 MHz 
 
•  Taylor Communications 5200 Low Pass Filter, 
   1000 watts max below 30 MHz 
 
•  Transverter,  432/28 MHz SSB 
 
•  Bird Model 43 Wattmeter , with 2 UHF converted connectors. 
 
•  Bird Wattmeter Plugs:  5, 25 & 50 watts at 100-250 MHz 
   Includes UHF testing cable! 
 
Contact: '�5��9����:��; � ���>�!�/�  �87?���� @.�� ��
������.�  >�*6:8+:;;�9%58� ������������  ��  

 PARTS! – PARTS! – PARTS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fouraker’s  has everything from tools and 
test equipment to components, co-ax, 
connectors and even Anderson PowerPoles! 
 
If they don’t have it in stock; they can get it for 
you!  Family owned and operated since 1976.  
Tell�Ichabod that Mike Maynard sent ya!  
 
Located a half-mile south of the TCC campus 
across the street from LCSO at 572-D Appleyard 
Drive in Tallahassee, Florida. (32303) 

CALL: (850)574-2537  if3@fei-sales.com  
 
 
RADIO-RELATED ADS ARE FREE!  
Know a local radio repair service? 
Give them a boost here! 
 
 
3  MONTHS – 350 READERS!  
 
BUY – SELL – TRADE… 
As-Is, New, or Whatever!  
 
If you have ANY personal amateur radio items 
that you would like to sell or need, we will publish 
requests in The Printed Circuit (subject to editorial 
review.)  Please submit your requests to the 
newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at 
k4icy@arrl.net  by the 20th of the month.  Please 
supply photos and descriptions if possible.  You 
will get three months of FREE ad space here 
unless specified. 

� �
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QRZ?  That is one of the more common Q signals, meaning, “Who is calling me?”  QRZ.com  is also one of the most commonly known 
websites supporting Amateur Radio. The website has a plethora of information including Amateur Radio news, swap meets, technical 
forums, grid mappers, Amateur Radio license practice exams, a DX cluster and a log book, to name just a few.  
 
Who is That Ham?    But one of the most common uses of QRZ.com is consistent with the meaning of QRZ? – Who is calling me? – 
and that is its database.  The QRZ database is derived from the FCC database of amateur radio callsigns for US callsigns, plus it 
includes nearly every other Amateur Radio callsign in the world.  Back when I got my Novice license in 1958, you had to buy a Radio 
Amateur Call Book every year and manually look up a callsign to get just his name and address.  Now you go to 
https://www.qrz.com/lookup, enter the callsign and find out everything about the ham.  If you have setup your logging software properly, 
it will automatically go to QRZ and fill in the contact’s name, QTH, grid, county, etc. for you right as you work him.  (You’ll need the XML 
Logbook Data subscription for this feature.) 
 
About You     But what does QRZ say about you?  If you have not done anything in your account, all it says is what they know from the 
FCC and can extrapolate from that.  The first page will show your callsign, name and address.  These can only be changed by 
submitting a change of address to the FCC.  So many people use it to find out not who you are, but where you are. There will be no 
biography right off hand but you can add anything you want to say about yourself simply by clicking on your own callsign in the menu 
bar to the far right, then on Edit <your call>, then on Add or edit your Biography text, font, etc.  An edit screen will appear that will 
enable you to add and format text for your biography.  You can even include pictures!  You might describe your shack or your interests 
or how you got into ham radio; maybe your QSL information or a portable excursion you are planning.  Try not to make it too long like 
AG6IF’s.  Check out some other hams for examples, especially active DX (e.g., LU1YT or 4X6TT.)  Maybe just a couple of paragraphs 
to start off would be best and you can always add more later – you can change it anytime. 
 
       In the upper right corner of the page you can 
post a picture of yourself or your ham shack (or 
both.)  This is done with the Pictures function of the 
Edit feature.  The first picture appears in the corner 
- time for a selfie?  Make it nice – the whole world 
will see it! 
 
       Also on the first page is your QSL information.  
This can be changed in the Update basic callsign 
data function.  There are also check boxes on this 
edit function for QSLing via mail, eQSL and LoTW, 
as yes or no, which will appear on the second tab.  
Another piece of information that you can include 
here is your email address, if you should choose to. 
I do and I have never received spam.  I have 
received informative emails following busted QSOs; 
e.g. he had a power failure.  Also on this page is 
the number of lookups.  I guess you can use that 
as a meter of your popularity. (I am at 13,106 
today, how about you?) 

 

 
       Moving on to the second tab, Detail, there is some information that is either taken from the FCC (license class) or extrapolated 
(latitude and longitude, grid, ITU and CQ Zones, etc.). Many of these can also be changed using one or more of the editing functions. 
Check to make sure that your county is correct. A map on the right shows your QTH with a pointer. 
 
       I recommend that you correct your latitude and longitude to be more accurate, especially if the map showed an incorrect location. 
The easiest way to do this is to go into the Edit feature and choose the Coordinate function.  The map that appears on the second tab 
will appear here along with the same pointer.  Here you will be able to move the pointer to right where your QTH is.  As a matter of fact, 
if you zoom in enough, you can place it precisely where your ham shack is on your property. That may also cause your six-character 
Maidenhead grid to shift a little. This is important if you are participating in a UHF contest and are near a grid boundary.  
 
There is More!     I have only provided a quick overview of QRZ.com.  Now that you know the general landscape, with a little nosing 
around, you should be able to find its other features by yourself.  For example, there are more tabs under your callsign that I won’t go 
into at this time.  They are for a log book that you can keep on QRZ.com and for a set of awards that you can get if you keep your log 
book there.  Most of the features of QRZ.com are free, but for others require you to become a subscriber.  I have found it to be worth 
the cost to be able to access the lookups through my logging software. And by the way, YES, there is an App for that!  You can enjoy 
access to QRZ from anywhere you and your smartphone can go – just check it out at either the Apple iStore or the Google Play Store. 
 
I encourage everyone to keep their information current on QRZ.com.  You never know when someone will want to know who or where 
you are. 

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ  K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com 
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       We all have our favorite software programs (or “apps” in the more modern parlance) to do a variety of tasks that only a computer, 
smart phone or tablet can do quickly – from browsing the web and managing emails to editing audio and decoding that newest ham 
radio digital mode.  I thought this month I would discuss a few that I have found very helpful over the years. 

        The first is a simple program that can save many hours of 
time sitting in front of a computer screen trying to change names 
for documents, pictures or other everyday files.  Bulk Rename 
Utility  (http://www.bulkrenameutility.co.uk/Download.php ) is one 
I use very often, especially if I have taken a number of pictures of 
an event and want to be able to sort them into different 
categories by changing the mundane names given to them 
automatically by the camera; such as “DSC_1234.jpg” or 
“IMG_2468.jpg” and renaming them to something more 
meaningful such as “FamilyReunion_3579.jpg” or 
“FieldDay2015_9876.” 

 
       What if you want to show some pictures to someone in a particular order that is different than the one you used taking the pictures?  
It is very simple to simply add a sequential number as a prefix to your group of files, sort them by name which will place picture 001 at 
the beginning and 999 at the end.  Bulk Renaming Utility can do this in a matter of seconds!  You can insert, delete or change the text 
in file or folder names.  A very good summary of this software can be found on the HowToGeek website: 
http://www.howtogeek.com/howto/45646/bulk-rename-tool-is-a-lightweight-but-powerful-renaming-tool/ 

       Have you ever wanted to record the audio of some of 
your HF contacts?  Especially some of the rare DX 
stations that only get to operate every 10 years on a 
remote atoll in the Pacific Ocean.  You no longer need to 
hold a microphone up to the speaker to make an audio 
recording.  There is a simple audio recording and editing 
tool called Audacity  (http://web.audacityteam.org/ ) that 
will do many of the tasks more expensive commercial 
software can do.  It’s cross-platform so Windows, OS X 
and Linux users can record and edit. 

 

 

 

       Audacity’s tool bar is similar to a tape recorder where you can 
record, pause, stop, advance forward and rewind.  The recordings 
can be made in stereo or monaural and the progress can be seen as 
a waveform graph in the main window.  When you finish your 
recording you can save the recording as an Audacity Project which 
can be edited later.  Depending on the length of your recording time, 
Audacity project files can become fairly large.    When I complete a  

recording, I usually save the file in a temporary directory as a “master,” and then at a later time I can open the project and perform any 
editing or enhancement I need to produce my final recording. 

       There are a variety of audio file-type export options available, I usually export as an .MP3 file because of its high file-size 
compression even at a higher quality setting.  Before you can export the recording as a .MP3 file, you’ll need to add a small “LAME” 
.DLL library file to Audacity’s program folder such as “lame_enc.dll.”  [often not included in open-source software or freeware for legal 
reasons] There’s a prompt with a link to downloading that file which will pop up in a small window the first time you try to export the 
audio as an .MP3 file.  Just follow the instructions and future .MP3 exports will run correctly. 

       You can also import audio files and increase or decrease the overall gain (volume.)  Of course, with any recording software, don’t 
record copyrighted material for commercial use.  HowToGeek.com has several articles on Audacity over the years including:  How To 
Record Sound at:  http://www.howtogeek.com/217348/how-to-record-the-sound-coming-from-your-pc-even-without-stereo-mix/  and The How-To 
Geek Guide to Audio Editing: The Basics at: http://www.howtogeek.com/howto/39681/the-how-to-geek-guide-to-audio-editing-the-basics/ and 
you’ll find general help for operating Audacity at:  http://wiki.audacityteam.org/wiki/Category:Tutorial  The Audacity website also has a 
number of links as part of their AudacityTeam user group showing extensive step by step instructions and tips on how to use the 
various features.   

       If you have an old turntable, cassette tape, 8-track recorder, or 
even a “reel-to-reel” with audio outputs, you can use Audacity to 
record those old 45’s, 78’s, or various esoteric types of audio tape 
and save them in several modern digital formats.  I know you would 
hate to lose some of the “Oldies but Goodies of the 50 & 60’s!” 
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       One of my favorite programs is VLC Media Player  (found at: 
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/index.html)  This is a complete “Swiss Army 
Knife” for music and digital video.  It will play just about any audio or video 
format you may come across and you can even convert both audio and 
video files to a variety of different formats, stream media over the internet 
or home wi-fi network, record videos from your desktop and much, much 
more.  Again, we can look to HowToGeek to give us a good overview of 
what VLC can do, from enhancing audio and video files to conversion.  
Check it out at: http://www.howtogeek.com/173222/10-useful-features-hidden-in-
vlc-the-swiss-army-knife-of-media-players/   

 
       I have used it to convert .ADP files to .MP4 format to play on my DVD player connected to my TV.  There are a few tricks that you 
need to know to get the results you want but I use VLC almost on a daily basis trying to convert a variety of both digital video and audio 
files to save as part of my family history.  I have some old .VOB video files on some DVD’s that have errors (fluttering) because of age.  
I used VLC to convert them to MP4 video file and then was able to view the videos!  My next step is to combine them into a video 
presentation with a menu to select a particular video. 

       Have you ever wondered what you have on your computer?  What software 
has been loaded over the years?  Then you might be interested in Belarc 
Advisor  System Management Utility (www.belarc.com/free_download.html) a 
great tool to see everything in one detailed report.  The Belarc Advisor  builds a 
detailed profile of your installed software and hardware, network inventory, 
missing Microsoft hotfixes, anti-virus status, security benchmarks, and displays 
the results in your Web browser.  All of your PC profile information is kept private 
on your PC and is not sent to any web server. 
 
       Two Amateur Radio related programs I’ve used for years and have 
discussed briefly in our license classes are  the  G4FON  (Morse  Code  Trainer)  

 

found at: http://www.g4fon.net/CW%20Trainer.htm  and MMSSTV http://hamsoft.ca/pages/mmsstv.php  for Slow-Scan TV and RTTY  
G4FON Is easy to setup you can begin learning the Morse code fairly quickly.  You can use the sample files included with the program 
or create your own by typing or pasting a QSO into the window,    or you can have G4FON load and encode your own text files.  
MMSSTV has been around for a long time and works very well.  All you need to do is connect an audio cable to your HF rig speaker 
output and plug it into your computer’s audio in jack.  Turn to 14.233 MHz and slowly tune in the signal, the SSTV image will begin to 
appear in the small window.  There are several other SSTV calling frequencies you may want to check including 21.340 MHz, 28.680 
MHz and 50.510 MHz.  If you have an audio link from your PC to your rig such as a SignaLink, then MMSSTV can prepare images 
superimposed with your callsign and other information for “transmit” over your rig. 

        A Strong word of caution on downloading "FREE" software: You may be getting 
more than just free software!  A number of unscrupulous companies (and hackers) are 
paying the Free Software sites to include additional and often unwanted software 
components to the download and installation packages – using the “free” aspect of a 
program as bait for unsuspecting users. Often times, many of these installations will 
force malware, crapware, adware and viruses to your computer that will, at the least, 
cause harm and even worse, seek to steal personal and financial information from you. 
 
       A very common tactic is to force the incorporation of “search bars” or “tool bars” into 
your browser, which are really a clever disguise for malware that will re-write your 
internet browser’s programming.     Often, the first sign of trouble is revealed when your 

homepage has been changed to some search engine such as Yahoo.com or Ask.com or you see strange behavior such as your 
browser taking you to pages you did not ask for.  By this point, “key loggers” may have been stealing passwords and financial numbers.  
Aside from introducing “trojan” viruses (which let in more viruses) and “rootkits” (which rewrite your OS) a more recent phenomenon 
has been the attack of “ransom wear” which will encrypt your most precious files, such as Quickbooks data and even family photos, 
offering to “unlock” your files if you pay them with untraceable “bitcoins.”  Your anti-virus protection can’t catch everything, especially 
when you grant Administrator privileges, so remember; it’s simply a good idea to back up your most important data as often as possible. 

       I would suggest you read two articles from the HowToGeek website: http://www.howtogeek.com/207692/yes-every-freeware-download-
site-is-serving-crapware-heres-the-proof/ and http://www.howtogeek.com/198622/heres-what-happens-when-you-install-the-top-10-download.com-apps/   
before you download any “free software.”  Before I download anything, I check to see if HowToGeek  has found any issues with a 
particular program or software site.  HowToGeek has done a very good job identifying several sites that used to be great for free 
software, but now include additional software such as malware, crapware, adware and even viruses in the download - I stay away from 
those sites!  Again; just remember, You May Be Getting More Than Just a Free Program!  

       There are some very good YouTube videos on each of the software mentioned above.  As many of us have found out, “If you don’t 
know how to do something on a computer, check YouTube and a 9 year old kid will show you how to do it!” 

 
73 de Phil, N4IPH  philashler@comcast.net 
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The Stations of Guglielmo Marconi  – Pioneer of Wireless Telegraphy 

       If you caught my last month’s article (which was really Part 1 to our road trip 2015 story,) we operated ‘portable’ in a greater 
Dartmouth, MA and Cape Cod area during the month of June.  Part 2 is about our visit to the Marconi sites in Wellfleet, Chatham and 
Marion Massachusetts during the month of July.  There is so much information available online about Guglielmo Marconi, one of the 
“founding fathers” of radio, that I honestly invite you to search the web to learn more about him.  Marconi was essentially responsible for 
discovering radio’s ability to communicate over vast distances, inventing emergency radio communications by setting up stations on 
sea-going vessels as well as instituting the use of radio for commercial gain.  Some of the information in my article may appear more 
than once, as I wanted to make sure I captured all of the information given to me by those who contributed to this article. 

 

      Much of the information here was gathered from 
Rob Doherty “Whitey,” K1VV, President of the Marconi 
Radio Club, W1AA, Rob Leiden, K1UI, at the Marconi 
Chatham site WA1WCC, Henry Brown, K1WCC, and 
Bob Ryder, N1MFW, Special Operations Director of the 
Chatham Marconi site.  Keep in mind while reading this 
article that we’re talking about Spark Gap transmitters; 
radio as it was operated in the late 1800s and early 
1900s.  If you’ve never heard a spark gap transmitter, 
you can do a search of YouTube online to see a few in 
action.  Any example you find will appear raucous in 
nature compared to the ‘radio’ you’re used to - but 
these are nothing - the sound you’ll hear isn't anywhere 
near as loud as the 300 kw (that’s right, 300,000 watts) 
spark transmissions produced by the Marconi 
transmitters! 
 

       Think about it for a moment, these transmitters could develop a 300 kw spark of energy.  The Alexanderson alternators that 
produced this spark were huge. The antenna systems were also massive!  It can be overwhelming just thinking about the engineering 
and construction that went into any one of the stations.  When you think of it, the Marion site consisted of a vast 114 acres of land.  The 
tower bases alone measured 8 ft.  x 8 ft. square by another 8 ft. deep.  Likewise, there was tremendous heat that was developed during 
its operation. The rotor alone would have measured 5 ft. in diameter, and being driven by a 600 hp motor, would have typically spun at 
a rate of over 2,880 rpm with an exterior diameter speed of over 500 mph!.  The Alexanderson alternators could weigh some 50.5 tons.  
The floors under the Alexanderson alternators were 4 ft. thick. 

       In doing the research I learned that Chatham was the 
receiving site while Marion was the transmitting site.  
Basically they had set up a duplex system so that the two 
sites would act as one.  The Marion transmitter was keyed 
from the Chatham receiving site via private phone lines.  
Every time the hand key in Chatham was depressed, the 
Alexanderson alternators would arc across the (12) studs 
that made their revolutions at over 500 mph. It would be 
as if you had your transceiver split into two separate sites, 
your receiver part located at your home QTH and your 
transmitter 20 miles away! 
 
       The Marion wireless consisted of one circuit in which 
the transmitted signal was aimed at the station in 
Stavanger, Norway.  In the case of Wellfleet, it was both 
transmitting and receiving and consisted of only one circuit 
to Poldhu, Wales in the UK.  The Wellfleet site was the 
first Marconi site established in the United States and was  

 
 

Marconi Wireless Station, South Wellfleet, MA (circa 1901) 

where the first transatlantic transmission from the US to the UK took place in 1903 – again, I'm talking about spark gap transmissions. 
Above, you can see the massive antenna structures in use there consisting of four 210 ft. wooden towers. 
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The Wellfleet towers as the appeared. 

Marconi Wireless Station  - Wellfleet   
 
       Let me try and go back a few years to 1978 when I was fortunate enough to have 
operated at the Marconi site in Wellfleet, MA with a group of hams led by Whitey, K1VV.  
Without a doubt it was quite a thrill for me!  Because my memory fades, I contacted my ole 
friend Whitey, K1VV, who is the President of the Marconi Radio Club W1AA and asked 
him if he could fill in some of the missing information for this article.  It was on Jan 18, 
1978, where we all gathered to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the first transmission from 
the United States to Poldhu, Wales which took place in 1903. 
 
       We set up and operated from the old WWII Army Wellfleet barracks which at that time 
was near the shore administration building.  Messages were sent from then President 
Jimmy Carter, President Leone of Italy, and Marconi’s daughter Gioia Marconi.  There 
were over 8000 QSO’s were made during the event.  The original tone of the 1903 spark 
gap was a 240 Hz signal. The distinctive sound was created by the RPM of the rotatory 
spark gap and the number of studs on the disk.  To reproduce the original sound of the 
spark gap we used the popular 555 timer IC chip that was tuned to 240 Hz and keying this 
for CW into the microphone input of the transmitters on either upper or lower sideband.  
For the event we received special authorization from the FCC to use A2 (AM / Digital using 
a Subcarrier) on the amateur bands for the KM1CC special event. 

 
       Before I try and reinvent the wheel, the link: (http://www.QSL.net/w1aa/w1aa_1006.htm) will take you directly to the web page for 
the 75th anniversary of the first transatlantic transmission and much more.  I know you will enjoy reading about Marconi and his efforts.  
The web site has quite a lot of information so page forward and back.  The link: (http://www.radiotelegraphy.net/marconisite.htm) will 
show you more photos as to how the area looked just a few years ago. 

 
 

On one of the plaques it read "GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN." 

 
 

Art, W1FJI at the plaque. 

 
 

Bird Monitoring Antenna 

 
       Janet, KA1BOF (my XYL) and I took an opportunity to visit the Wellfleet Marconi site on July 17, 2015.  Basically, there is nothing 
left of the station due to beach erosion by the Atlantic.  Today, all that can be heard is the pounding of surf against the shore below and 
the wind as it howles through the tall grass.  Although the site was silent, the memories of what took place there will remain forever. 
Obviously the sands of time have removed all traces of the towers and station that were constructed at the Wellfleet site.  At that time 
there was a small building where we were allowed to set up and operate. 

      When Janet and I revisited the Wellfleet site all 
we saw were plaques, and a few ‘deadman’ anchors 
that might have been used to guy the towers or were 
some obscure part of the site’s history.  Due to 
erosion, the shoreline obviously has been taken 
back by the waters of the Atlantic and the actual 
shore is some 100 feet down from the top of the 
sand dunes we are standing on.  It is sad to know 
that the Wellfleet and Marion sites basically are no 
longer there. That in years to come people will have 
no idea what history took place at these sites. 

 
 

View from the top of the dunes looking east. 
 

 
 

Description Sign 
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Chatham Marconi Maritime Center  
 
       On July 16th, 2015, Janet and I drove to the Marconi-
RCA Wireless Receiving Station site in Chatham, MA.  It was 
good to see that the building at the Chatham site was there 
as it was in Marconi's day.  Likewise, volunteers are keeping 
that site alive, along with the ham operators of WA1WCC.  
The outside of the building is as it was when it was first built.  
The antenna farm obviously has a Marconi center fed wire 
along with other antennas including a tri-band beam.  On the 
outside, as you drive into the parking lot, is a tower that was 
built for use by Marconi.   
 
       Janet and I walked walk up the Antenna Field Trail which 
is elevated above the Marconi building.  There you will see 
not only the many antennas currently used by the ham radio 
station, but you’ll also see the remaining base of a 350 ft. 
tower.  The array at that time consisted of (6) six 350 ft. 
towers in a straight line approximately one mile long pointing 
towards Norway.  Marconi built the high-powered Marion 
station in 1914.   The  receiving  station  again was located in  

 

Chatham, MA.  In 1948 the transmitters from the Marion site were moved to the Chatham site and large antennas were built to reach 
ships around the Atlantic and beyond.  The station, WCC, was manned 24 hours a day and at that time it was by far the busiest station 
in the Marine Service. 

        Additionally, as noted by N1MFW, he believes that the first "rhombic" was 
created in the 1920's by RCA, and was tuned for “M/F” (in the 400-520 kHz 
range.)  T-Tops were installed on the shores of Ryder's Cove, on the NE side of 
route 28 opposite the existing Operating Building and the Hotel Nautilus.  One 
of them is now the Marconi-T that is prominently hung near the Hotel, but we 
shortened the capacitance top of it by a few hundred feet in order to make it fit 
between poles.  The vertical part as well as the original connection to the 
horizontal piece remains as they have for the better part of a century.  Two 
other rhombics were created by the US Navy during WWII, both of them 
focused on Berlin - one 10 MHz, the other somewhere in the vicinity of 21 MHz.  
There was also a "South" rhombic and another pointed at the Arabian Gulf.  
During the Vietnam "conflict" the South rhombic was re-terminated as a "North" 
rhombic in order to effectively communicate with merchant supply vessels 
 

 
One of 3 remaining towers. 

 
Building and antennas. 

 
Lower antenna field. 

 
Original Chatham masts. 

 
       The entrance fee to the museum is $7.50 per person and is well worth it!  There is a video room which runs several videos on the 
Marconi site including early communications.  The staff are all volunteers, extremely knowledgeable and eager to talk about the station 
and how it was used.  Likewise there are several exhibits including SITOR, CW and older receivers like the ole HRO receivers with full 
sets of coils along with the Radio Console from the Hospital Ship HOPE. 

       This visit to the Chatham Marconi site was a thrill I just cannot explain.  If you look on the map of Cape Cod you will find that 
Chatham is located on the eastern coast of Cape Cod.  Looking out you will see nothing but the waters of the Atlantic Ocean.  The 
Chatham site was used in stalking German U boat's from 1942 until 1945, as well as intercepting encrypted messages from the 
Germans.  There is so much information that I invite you to visit their web site at: http://chathammarconi.org.   
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Art, W1FJI at WA1WCC 

 
 

W1FJI and K1UI at WA1WCC 

 
 

An exhibit. 
 
The amateur radio call of the station is WA1WCC.  The call letters of the Marconi Wireless station were originally CC.  The CC meant 
Cape Cod, later to become MCC (Marconi Cape Cod) and eventually WCC when the International Telegraph Union in Geneva 
assigned prefixes to various signatory countries.   

 
 

Original relay rack. 

 
 

A cabinet station display. 

 
 

A desktop station display. 
 
       Once you visit the Marconi site in Chatham you will make friends for life.  The first ham I met there was Rob, K1UI.  Rob was kind 
enough to meet me and Janet at the center and showed us around.  Other volunteers were also there to answer your questions.  
Obviously I wanted to see the ham radio station WA1WCC which was impressive.   Obviously when you work WA1WCC they will send 
you a very nice QSL card confirming the QSO.  For additional information on the Chatham Marconi please visit the above link.  
Navigating through the web site is very easy.  One interesting place on the site is the Exhibits.  There you will find lots of great 
information on how the Chatham site was used. And by the way, if you wish to visit yourself or write, the address is: Chatham Marconi 
Maritime Center, 847 Orleans Rd., Chatham, MA 02650, it’s on Rt. 28 across from Ryders Cove. You can call them at (508)945-8889. 

 
American Marconi Station, Marion, MA  – By Henry Brown, K1WCC 

       "Establishing a powerful and close bond which will foster commerce and work toward the End of universal peace among all 
nations."  Thus in 1914 did the American Marconi Co. dedicate their Marion, MA transatlantic radio communications station.  Given the 
year, the dedication statement could be read two ways – the "end" of universal peace was about to commence as World War I began. 

       The American Marconi Co. began life in 1899, founded as part of British Marconi and the first Marconi station in America was at 
South Wellfleet, MA where the first transatlantic radio circuit, via Poldhu in Wales, was established in 1903.  As the years passed, they 
began to establish a number of powerful stations in the US dedicated to transoceanic communications.  Marion, MA was one of these.  

       These stations were huge affairs, the antenna farms and transmitter buildings covering 144 acres in the case of Marion.  The 
stations transmitted only – the receiving sites being co-located at least 20 miles apart to minimize interference.  Marion's receiving site 
was in Chatham, MA, about 40 miles away in an easterly direction.  A "working duplex" system was used for simultaneous 
receiving/transmitting and the transmitter was keyed from Chatham via a private telegraph/phone line.  I believe that remnants of this 
line are still visible from US Rt. 195 in the Marion/Wareham area.  

       Strangely enough, a 1919 New Bedford Standard Times article claims that, although the station was built in 1914, it was not used 
commercially until after the war, when the Naval guard was removed and "Marconi men" returned to the site.  The article describes the 
timed spark transmitter.  Test transmissions to Stavanger, Norway were about to be made, according to the story. 
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Entrance to Marconi Lane 

 
 

Tower Building contained administration offices 

 
 

Old stone entrance for one of the buildings 
 
       Marion was designed for one circuit only, the other station being at Stavanger.  When established in 1914, a 300 kw timed spark 
transmitter of the type being installed at other Marconi stations, was also installed at Marion.  This was high technology for the day.  
Also installed were 14 large tubular steel towers, 6 on each side, with one centered at each end.  Towers were 406 ft. high and the 
tower bases, as measured by the writer on-site, were concrete, each with 2" bolts within a 72" diameter circle footprint. 

       The measured distance between tower lines was about 555 ft, with the 
towers being 900 ft. apart.  The tower field was roughly 800 ft. x 7000 ft. At the 
time of initial erection, it took 8 days to raise and stay a tower.  Guys were 7/8" 
diameter plow steel wires.  Copper coil houses were between the towers, with 
zinc plates buried in the ground vertically.  The antenna field was oriented in 
the direction of Stavanger, Norway, the lone end towers apparently lining up 
on the Great Circle bearing to the Norwegian city.  Frequency of operation was 
25.82 kHz and 22.35 kHz, now known as VLF (Very Low Frequency.)  Early 
photos of the antenna field show an amazing number of guy wires. 
 
       There were a number of buildings on the site, including a powerhouse 
containing the generator and condenser. There was a soundproof room 
containing the Marconi "disk discharger".   A 13-room barracks were provided 
for operators and six additional rooms for servants.  One can imagine the size 
and scope of the operation, especially thrust upon a heretofore-quiet small 
New England town.  Soon after establishment of the station, World War I 
started in Europe.      When the US entered the war, at this time, the Navy took  

 
 

Last remaining Marconi tower in Marion 
- owned by a cable company. 

control of Marion station as they did others around the country.  Chatham was discontinued as a receiving station and replaced by the 
Naval station at Otter Cliffs, Maine, near Bar Harbor.  The writer could not find any indication of Marion and Otter Cliffs being used in 
duplex. 

       When the war 
ended, Marion was one 
of the three American 
Marconi stations not 
sold to the Navy (the 
others being Bolinas, 
CA and New 
Brunswick, NJ.)  The 
Navy, however, had 
begun to recognize the 
importance of radio 
communications for 
military operations, and 
had lobbied for US 
control        of       radio 

 

Operations.  Since the American Marconi Co. was a British Corporation, they came under tremendous pressure to sell their interests to 
a newly formed American corporation, called RCA.  That is a story unto itself, but by 1920 RCA had control of Marion station.  Changes 
in the physical plant were underway, with 200 kW highly efficient Alexanderson alternators being installed in place of the higher power 
timed sparks in 1921. 
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        These were transmitter units intended for 
transoceanic use, the first one with the callsign WQR, 
installed in 1920, operating at a wavelength of 13,423 
meters, and the second one WSO, installed in 1922, 
operating at 11,628 meters.  It took about 8 minutes to 
start the alternators before transmission could begin. 
Those who worked with these units at times waxed 
eloquent as to the sound and odor of the massive 
alternators when in operation. Alexanderson alternators 
were built by GE and were used in other installations 
around the world. WQR was idled in 1932 and eventually 
scrapped. 
 
       As far as I can determine, the VLF portion of the 
station was used regularly until about 1927, when four 
steel shortwave towers, each 300 ft. tall (one is still there) 
were installed.  These were intended for marine service.  
The transmitters were tube type and crystal controlled.  It 
was at this time that the call sign WIM was used for 
shortwave operations, with WCC being used at the 
Chatham station. Details regarding operations during this 
period do not seem to be readily available. 

 
       When World War II started, the Navy (some accounts say it was the Army Air Force) again took control of Marion station.  By 1942, 
one of the alternators (used for WSO) was removed and taken to Hawaii, where it was installed at the new VLF station the Navy was 
building at Haiku.  Another alternator was shipped to Marion from Radio Central on Long Island.  Marion provided communications for 
US Atlantic Fleet ships and submarines during World War II, being given up by the Navy in 1948.  In 1949, the site was leased by the 
Air Force to disseminate weather data to aircraft and stations, notably the stations being established on ice floes in the far North.  

       The New Bedford Standard Times has some interesting articles from the early 50's detailing the running battle between the Air 
Force and local townsfolk regarding television interference.  Apparently, it was severe, with very little that could be done given the 
power and proximity of the transmitters.  The station was still being operated at VLF frequencies when purchased by the Air Force in 
1956.  According to information obtained from the newspaper archives, the controversy continued during the entire time that the Air 
Force was resident there.  The service at the time stated that VLF was the only means of communicating with distant points that was 
not affected by "auroral absorption and magnetic disturbances."  Part of the purchase agreement with RCA included the use of the 
operating frequency of 25.82 kHz.   

       In 1959, the property was declared surplus by the Air Force and in 1960, the 14 towers were dropped and the antenna field began 
to revert back to swampy vegetation.  The station buildings housed various industrial and professional offices over the years.  Some still 
exist.  One of the 1927 towers is being used for cable television reception.  A visit I made to the antenna field, back in 1986, revealed 
concrete pylons, tower bases, rusty guy wires and considerable amounts of 1/8" hard drawn copper ground wire. 

       Just a few notes: I can recall travelling on Route 6 as a boy during the late 40's and seeing the huge antenna field with its attendant 
red aircraft beacon.  It was a fascinating sight and helped "spark" my interest in radio, a local Falmouth ham has said that one could 
actually hear code being sent while swimming underwater in Buzzards Bay.  For an excellent description of early American radio, get a 
copy of Thorn Mayes’ "Wireless Communication in the United States," published by the New England Wireless and Steam Museum in 
East Greenwich, RI.  If you decide to visit the site, the antenna field is accessed via the disposal area road in Marion, off Route 6.  The 
station buildings are under the present tower.  Don't forget to visit the Shortwave Grill on Route IO5, adjacent to the site. It might be 
better named the Longwave Grill!  

- [Special thanks to Henry Brown, K1WCC for the preceding commentary] 

       Well there you have it.  For me it has been fun and a learning experience researching as best I could, Marconi on Cape Cod 
Massachusetts.  Again I would like to thank Whitey, K1VV, Henry, K1WCC, Rob, K1UI, Bob, N1MFW and The Sippican Historical 
Society for their assistance and information.  I hope you have enjoyed reading about Marconi on Cape Cod.  If you plan a trip to Cape 
Cod take some time and visit these Marconi sites.  I know you will enjoy your visit as much as KA1BOF and I did. 

 

73 until next time!   Art Marshall, W1FJI, art-marshall@comcast.net   
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Contest and QSO Parties 

04 Sep  0145Z -  0215Z     NCCC RTTY Sprint Ladder (Sep 11, 18, 25) http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html 
05 Sep  0000Z -  2359Z Sep 6 ARRL EME Contest   www.arrl.org/eme-contest  
05 Sep  1300Z -  0400Z Sep 6 Colorado QSO Party (CW Digi)  www.ppraa.org/coqp   
05 Sep  1300Z -  1259Z Sep 6 IARU Region 1 Field Day   www.arrl.org 
07 Sep  2300Z – 0300Z Sep 8 Mi QRP Labor Day Sprint   www.miqrpclub/contest.html  
12 Sep  1400Z – 0200Z Sep 13 Arkansas QSO Party   www.arkqsoparty.com/#!rules 
12 Sep  1600Z – 2359Z Sep 12 Ohio State Parks n the Air   www.ospota.org  
12 Sep  1800Z -  0300Z Sep 14   ARRL September VHF Contest  http://www.arrl.org/september-vhf 
13 Sep  0000Z -  0400Z    North American Sprint, CW  http://www.ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf  
19 Sep  0600L -  2400L Sep 20  ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest  http://www.arrl.org/10-ghz-up 
19 Sep  1400Z – 0300Z Sep 20 South Carolina QSO Party   www.scqso.com/rules  
20 Sep  0000Z -  0400Z     North American Sprint, RTTY  http://www.ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf  
26 Sep  0000Z -  2400Z Sep 27   CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY  http://www.cq-amateur-radio.comf 
26 Sep  1400Z -  2000Z Sep 27   Texas QSO Party    http://www.txqp.net/ 
Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW 

DX    

From  To Prefix  Call  

01-Sep  31-Dec  YI  by F4HGL   
01-Sep  16-Sep  UA0  UE44Y   
01-Sep  30-Sep  JA  8N13ARDF   
01-Sep  01-Oct  KC4  KC4AAC (AN-012)  
01-Sep  15-Oct  OH  OH5TS (EU-140)    
01-Sep  20-Oct  HK  HK3JCL   
01-Sep  ???  5R  5R8SV   
01-Sep  ???  5Z  5Z4FV  
01-Sep  01-Sep  9A  9A8CV (EU-136) 
01-Sep  30-Sep  CN  5E2R  
01-Sep  23-Sep  CY0  CY0/VA1AXC   
01-Sep  16-Oct  EI  EI80OPC    
01-Sep  15-Sep  J2  J20JM   
01-Sep  07-Sep  K  K1VSJ (NA-046)  
01-Sep  15-Jun  SU  SU9IG   
01-Sep  03-Sep  UA9  R70NIK   
01-Sep  04-Sep  V3  V31TA (NA-123)   
01-Sep  03-Sep  T8  T88WJ   
01-Sep  04-Sep  TA  TC30AZB   
01-Sep  15-Sep  CP  CP1XRM    
01-Sep  08-Sep  P4  by AI5P  
01-Sep  06-Sep  TF  TF/K2HVN 
01-Sep  27-Nov  4U1/I  4U0ITU   
01-Sep  20-Dec  VK  VK100ANZAC     
01-Sep  31-Dec  JW  JW2US (EU-063)   
01-Sep  31-Dec  KC4  RI1ANZ  RN1ON   
01-Sep  30-Sep  HC8  HC8/G8OFQ   
01-Sep  31-Dec  1S  DV3KWM   
01-Sep 01-Jul(16)  RI1F RI1FJ 
01-Sep 06-Sep OH0 OH0/DL3SEM  
01-Sep 29-Sep SV5 SV5/DL1ZB  
01-Sep 01-Sep C5 C5WP  
01-Sep 03-Sep V6 V6M 
01-Sep 07-Sep TF TF/K2HVN 
01-Sep 30-Sep 7X 7U0ARA   
01-Sep 31-Dec 9J 9J2JOCV   
01-Sep 07-Sep I IC8/IZ2DPX (EU-031)  
01-Sep 31-Oct I II3PAN  
01-Sep 31-Dec JA 8J1JOCV 

From  To Prefix  Call  

01-Sep 30-Sep PY PX70FEB   
02-Sep 09-Sep ZA ZA0I (EU-169) 
03-Sep 30-Sep 5H 5H3DX  
03-Sep 10-Sep FO TX7EME  
03-Sep 16-Sep SV SV8/DK7TX (EU-174) 
03-Sep 07-Sep YJ YJ0NH  
04-Sep 07-Sep JD1/O JD1BOH  
04-Sep 19-Sep KH9 K6W  
05-Sep 19-Sep F TM37CDXC  
05-Sep 10-Oct FO FO/DF1YP (OC-046) 
05-Sep 07-Sep OH0 OH0/OH4SS, OH0/OH5O 
06-Sep 15-Sep 9A 9A8DXG (EU-170)  
09-Sep 15-Sep GM MS0OXE (EU-012)  
11-Sep 14-Sep GJ MJ/DL2JRM (EU-013)  
12-Sep 16-Sep T8 T80W, T88KH  
12-Sep 19-Sep VP9 K2SE/VP9 
13-Sep 18-Sep 5H 5H3MB 
14-Sep 23-Sep D6 D67GIA 
14-Sep 18-Sep F F/ON6NB (EU-105) 
15-Sep 30-Sep 9G 9G5SP 
15-Sep 30-Sep E6 E6GG 
15-Sep ??? JD1/M JG8NQJ/JD1 
16-Sep 23-Sep JW JW/OX5M  
19-Sep 20-Sep 9M2 9M10CSB  
19-Sep 25-Sep VK9/C JA0JHQ/VK9C 
20-Sep 7-Oct HB0 HB0/DL3TU/p, HB0/DL4AAE/p 
20-Sep 22-Sep T8 T88QB (OC-009)  
20-Sep 30-Sep Z2 Z21MG 
23-Sep 28-Sep 3D2 3D2YA (OC-156) 
23-Sep 30-Sep KP2 KP2/AD5OW, KP2/KF5MEG, KP2/N5TIT 
23-Sep 30-Sep T8 T88ON JA3JND 
24-Sep 30-Sep 9H 9H3KKL (EU-023) 
24-Sep 14-Oct T2 T2GC 
24-Sep 28-Sep V7 V73A, V73EME, V73GW, V73H, V73YL (OC-029) 

26-Sep 27-Sep GJ MJ5Z  
26-Sep 27-Sep KP2 KP2/WE5DX   
26-Sep 10-Oct LX LX/PE1J  
29-Sep 27-Oct E5/N E51MKW, E51MQT  
30-Sep 16-Oct KH0 NH0/DL2AH 

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone   Data in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation. 

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ   WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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Compiled and Submitted by Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS S ecretary 

 

 
Call to Order :  President Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Presentation/Program:   

Visitors were introduced.   

 
Rob McDaniel and David Merrick of the FSU Center for Disaster Risk Policy presented a program on “Small Unmanned 
Ariel Systems” (SUAS.) The program focused on drones and their beneficial applications.  Much of the discussion 
included policy issues for different categories of drone use. 

 

Business Committees: 

Treasury - Norm Scholer, K4GFD:  The bank statements of July 15 show:  Checking: $2713.27 and Savings: 
$3092.95.  Norm indicated that we had received a letter of thanks for our $100 donation to the Red Cross.  Norm 
also pointed out that ARRL dues would increase from $39 per year to $49 per year.  A multiple year renewal 
could save you money. 
Testing - Alan Terrell, N4KGT:  At the recent testing session there were seven who took examinations.  Four 
passed the Technician, one passed the General, and one passed the Extra Class examinations.  Congratulations! 
Minutes – Bob Clark, K9HVW:  The minutes were approved as printed. 
Repeaters - Randy Pierce, AG4UU:  Randy reported that the Florida Repeater Council has extended all of our 
repeaters frequency assignments through 2016. 
Education - Phil Asher, N4PIH:  There will be an education session on September 26 at the Red Cross Center.  
There was a discussion on ways to advertise the session. 

 

Open Discussion: 

·  Gerry indicated that the club equipment was down to a six and a two meter radio, the HF radio used at Field Day, a 
number of computers, and little else. 

·  Stan announced that there was an easy fix for a problem in Windows 10 when the sound card was used for digital 
communications.  He has shared the list by e-mail to all club members. 

 

New Business: 

John Williamson, N3HV, applied for membership.  He was nominated.  Approval was moved, seconded, and ratified by a 
voice vote.  It’s great to have you John! 

Gerry provided a propagation report.  It wasn’t pretty! 

 

Unfinished Business: 

·  The December meeting of TARS (Thursday, December 3) will be the Holiday Party at the Capital City Country Club.  
The menu items were discussed.  We are limited to two entrees.  A series of votes limited the two choices to Herb 
Roasted Chicken and Beef Bourguignon.  The cost will be $25 per plate and checks are to be made out to TARS and 
submitted no later than November 5 meeting.  Choices of entrée will also be recorded at that time.  (Please do NOT 
send checks to the TARS mailbox as it isn’t checked often – instead, mail direct to Norm Scholer, K4GFD, TARS 
Treasurer, or submit payment to him at the next TARS meeting.) 

·  Our next meeting will be on September 3 at 7:00 PM in the Red Cross building.  A program on “DX Clusters” will be 
presented by Gerry. 

 

 
Adjournment:  Gerry closed the meeting at 8:30 PM.  
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Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer 

 

 

Beginning Balances – July 17, 2015  

 

Checking Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

 

 

Summary of Month’s Activities:  

 

Total Receipts: 

Total Expenses: 

 

Receipts Derived From: 

 

Member Dues: 

50/50 Raffle: 

Member Donations: 

SPARC: 

Misc.: 

Total: 

 

Expenditures:  

 

Talquin Electric: 

Misc.:   

 

Outstanding Expenses: 

 

 

 

Ending Balances – August 17, 2015  

 

Checking  Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

  

August 

 

$  2,113.27 

$  3,092.58 

  $  5,205.85   

 

 

 

  

$      32.00 

  $        0.00 

   

 

  

  $      20.00 

$      12.00   

$        0.00 

$        0.00 

$        0.00               

 $      32.00    

   

 

 

$         0.00       

 $         0.00  

 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

 

$   2,213.27 

$   3,092.95 

$   5,306.22 

 

YEAR-to-DATE 

 

   

   

   

 

 

 

  

$   2,436.33 

$   1,679.30 

   

 

 

  $   1,757.00 

$      115.00   

$        10.00 

$        73.28 

$      480.96 

$   2,436.33    

 

 

 

$      35.16 

 $        0.00  

 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The updated Unaudited Financial Summary 

for TARS with detailed expenses 

is available at K4TLH.net  

Includes the total 2015 calendar year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(inc. + savings interest) 

 

 

                                             

Electricity for Wakulla County Repeater Site  
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Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 
President 
WA6POZ@arrl.net  

 
Phil “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN  
Vice President 
1�:)��?3����� @.�� � 

 
Robert Clark, K9HVW 
Secretary 
��. ��19#?.��.���@��� ��
� 

 
Norm Scholer, K4GFD 
Treasurer 
k4gfd@tds.net   

 
Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions and lend a hand in the many TARS radio events. 
TARS appreciates your support! 

TARS Committees:  
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU 
     Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG 

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT 
 
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN 

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 
����Webmaster: John Pantoja, KM4FAM 
����FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /… 
����Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
      k4icy@arrl.net 
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TARS News & Information Net  Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1st Thrs.) 147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8 
North Florida Amateur Radio 
   EmComm Net  

Daily • 9:00 AM ET 
except Sunday 

3950 kHz 

Capital District 
  EmComm Training Net  

Sunday • 7:30 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8 

Capital District ARES Net  Sunday • 8 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 
Leon County ARES Net Tuesday • 8:15 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 
Florida Phone Traffic Net  Daily • 6:55 AM ET 3940 kHz 
Florida Midday Traffic Net  Daily • Noon ET 7242 kHz 
North Florida Phone Net  Daily • 7:30 PM ET 3950 kHz 
North Florida Digital Net Sunday • 7 PM ET 3590 kHz  PSK-31 Mode 
TARC Thursday Night Net  Thursday • 8 PM ET 147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3  
TARC Kid’s Net  Tuesday • 8 PM ET 145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3 
North Florida 6M SSB Net Sunday • 8:30 PM ET 50.150 MHz 
Morse Code Practice Net  
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM 

Wednesday 
8:30 – 9:30 PM ET 

28.114 MHz CW Mode 

Morning Drive-Time Net 
 (Informal with KA5USN) 

Mon-Fri 
7:30 – 9:00 AM ET 

147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Southwest Georgia HF  
Weather Net  

Third Thursday 
7:30 PM ET (or after GA SSB Net) 

WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-) 

Southwest Georgia ARES Net  Thursday • 9 PM ET 145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3 
SKYWARN Net First Sunday • 7:30 PM ET WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-) 

 
• Have any corrections or additions ?  Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20th of the month.�
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Thomasville Amateur Radio Club  (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  at Rock Bottom Seafood and  Grill , 
2115 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia – Supper is first, then the business meeting after. 
 
 
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone. 

 
 

Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 %����	��,��� 
�,��� ������������'�0��1�!�

 
 
The Repeater list is available on the TARS website:  (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters). 

Location  County  Call Sign  
Backup  
Power  

Digital 
Mode 

Output 
Freq PL Aux or Remote Site Height  

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK No  145.450 - 94.8  300  

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes  444.450 + 94.8  40 0 

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  NXDN 147.390 + 94.8 Yaesu System Fusion DCS 
023 WIREX Connected  300 

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  NXDN 444.125 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network  300 

Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF   145.430 - 94.8   

Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes  147.165+ 94.8  250 

Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes  146.610 - 203.5  200 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes P-25 146.910 - 94.8  375 

Tallahassee  Leon  K4TLH Yes  147.030 + 94.8  750 

Tallahassee  Leon  KA4EOC Yes  147.285 + 94.8  350 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes  442.100 + 94.8 
�	�	���
��$��	���%�
�����	 �

�������  ������!�"��#�$�  
600 

Tallahassee  Leon  K4TLH No  442.850 + 94.8  275 

Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes  443.400 + 131.8 )�,	��/��������7���
���@A2��  575 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes  443.950 + 94.8 � 500 

Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes  444.400 + 131.8  CRMC ( 200) 

Tallahassee Leon KD4MOJ Yes  444.000 94.8 � TMH (200) 

Tallahassee Leon NX4DN  NXDN 444.175 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network  4pts Hotel ( 175) 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 146.835 - DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 443.450 + DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1293 - DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1253 DD  180 

Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH No  147.000 94.8  300 

Thomasville Thomas    145.370 - 141.3   

Thomasville Thomas    442.600 + 141.3   

Reno Grady KE4URL Yes  145.170 - 141.3  600 
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For More Information and Current SYSTEM STATUS visi t:  http://www.sarnetfl.com/ 
 

SARnet LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM MAP  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
       The Statewide Amateur Radio 
Network (“SARnet”) is a linked 
repeater system positioned 
throughout greater Florida utilizing 
the self-sustaining microwave 
communications infrastructure of 
the state DOT.  A great EmComm 
asset during hurricane season! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

ALL Hams Encouraged to Use the Network! 

       In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8 PL) repeater or the Madison 444.200 (94.8 PL) repeater.  As this 

is a “linked” system, each ham must take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is essentially a 

super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly populated areas of Florida, each having to identify.  If 

you have any questions or issues with use of the SARnet – contact Randy Pierce, AG4UU, at: piercer2381@gmail.com �
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TARS – ARRL:    OCTOBER 6 th at 7 p.m. 
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of 
Tuesday, October 6 th,  at The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115 
Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 
7:00 p.m.  - - - Upgrade exam is FREE upon passing  first exam! - - -  
Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash o r check.  
 
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net  for more details. 
 
 
TARC – Laurel VEC :   Please Contact TARC To Schedule  
Offering an exam session once a month on the third Saturday of each 
month (September 19 th) at 10:00 a.m. at the Thomas County EOC 
located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA.  Two forms of ID 
are required, one with a picture.  Children require a SSN to process.  
Please note that test sessions may require forward notice of attendance. 
THE TARC EXAM SESSIONS ARE NOW FREE!!!!!   
 

 

For inquiries please contact:  (W5YI VE) Alan Slaughter, kg4gav   kg4gav@gmail.com (850)933-1574 
For general information and updates please visit:  http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 

 

%�,�����*��7,��� ���������0��1���-�������!�����������  

 
 

Associations/Clubs  
ARRL – www.arrl.org 
AMSAT – www.amsat.org  
FISTS –  www.fists.org 
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com  
NAQCC – http://www.naqcc.info/  
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org  
IARU – www.iaru.org 
OMISS – www.omiss.net  
QCWA –  www.qcwa.org 
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) – 
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net  
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) – 
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org  
 
Magazines 
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com  
QST (Digital Online and Archives) – http://www.arrl.org/qst  
The Printed Circuit – http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/  
 
Call Lookups 
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com 
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net 
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/ 
QRZ – www.QRZ.com  
 
Digital 
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/ 
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org 
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/ 
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/ 

FCC  
FCC – Universal Licensing System – 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home 
 
Contest 
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal 
 
Logs 
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/ 
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com 
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com 
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com 
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb 
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/ 
 
QSL 
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net 
 

 
Misc . 
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/   
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org 
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm 
 
Podcasts  

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/ 
Amateur Radio Newsline –  http://www.arnewsline.org/ 
Ham Radio Now –  http://arvideonews.com/hrn/ 
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
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Find out about TARS events, pass information and ask questions via Facebook . 
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse. 
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club. 
Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH  and  http://k4tlh.net/  
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com 
 

 

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS   Send in photos of your 
shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family enjoying 
radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever…  The Printed 
Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you! 
 
We Want You To Write For US   Readers and writers are encouraged to 
submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and how-to’s for 
publication.  Public service announcements are welcome… The Printed 
Circuit  is sent to well over 330+ email recipients, so why not use this 
publication to share the hobby you love?   1 page max for PSA/news, 5 
pages max for articles. (All Negotiable) 
 
Updates of Information  If you are aware of any updates, changes or 
corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as news 
write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, local nets, repeaters, 
frequencies or etc., please forward that information to us at 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at 
k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future newsletters 
publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the 
following month’s edition. 
 
At NO Cost   The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!  
Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis.  Please 
consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these 
newsletters a “great read.”  Monetary contributions are encouraged to be 
made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc., which depends on 
your support.  You may also consider donating your time and talents by 
writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be 
considered for publication. The Printed Circuit is MORE than just a club 
newsletter! 
 
Distribution  The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail  account via a 
PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the following 
TARS business meeting.  Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED , however 
you may consider sending us any new addresses for interested 
recipients.  Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be 
readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and http://k4tlh.net/index-
of-newsletter-articles/ 
 
E-mail Addresses   Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail 
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email address: 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO) 
K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com  or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at 
k4icy@arrl.net  Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the 
newsletter and would like to have your address removed.  PLEASE 
STIPULATE IF YOU WISH TO ONLY RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER via 
your email address. Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to 
receive this free publication. 

 Find the newest edition of The Printed 
Circuit as well as back-issues and past 
articles organized by topic at: 
http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/  and 
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/ 
 
Publication Deadline   The deadline for monthly 
publication is the 20 th of the prior month. Corrections 
and/or additions may not be possible within a week 
prior to publication. 
 
Content/Copyright Disclaimer   The Printed Circuit is not 
responsible for the views or opinions (expressed in the works) 
of any individual or organization published within, and are 
those of the individual author(s).  The Printed Circuit is not 
explicitly representative of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The 
Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit publication, intended for 
educational use and public distribution.  Articles and photos 
MAY be reprinted or re-distributed without permission, only if 
written content and photos are not altered except for layout.  
Please give source for quotation.  If you desire to re-print any 
material, a specific electronic copy can be provided for your 
convenience – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor), 
at k4icy@arrl.net. The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, 
Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license 
over ALL submitted material.  All content published is subject 
to copyright, which means that The Printed Circuit and 
subsequently, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society may 
re-distribute and use all material as seen fit – but grants the 
submitting author(s) their original copyright privileges. ALL 
submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and 
irrevocably becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur 
Radio Society, Inc. within the scope of its intended use with 
respect to this publication and TARS media such as public 
relations and advertising.  Submission author(s) may request 
future retraction (subject to approval) or removal of 
submission prior to print.  Unless instructed not to , the 
editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remov e content 
WITHOUT author(s) approval.   Please do NOT submit 
prior copyrighted material unless proper source cre dit is 
given explicitly and such material has been granted  
permission and is licensed for re-use!   As it is impossible 
to verify the source of all text and image content submitted, 
The Printed Circuit and The Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society, Inc. cannot be held solely liable for damages due to 
unintended infringement in whole or part.  In the event that a 
rights-holder to any submitted material presses legal action 
for compensation of infringement, the submitting author(s) 
must be held responsible and must cover damages. 

 
All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2015 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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The Radio Amateur is… 

CONSIDERATE 
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL. 

 

LOYAL  
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which 

Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

 

PROGRESSIVE 
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;  

whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach. 

 

FRIENDLY 
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and 

consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service. 

 

BALANCED  
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 

owed to family, occupation, school, church or community. 

   

PATRIOTIC 
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BeeKey “Stinger”  
Dual-Lever Paddle 
http://k4icy.com/portfolio_3D.htm 
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Updated 11/20/14 
 
       This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have 
not changed any information from last year, merely complete the form 
with your name, indicate your member type and ARRL membership status 
and make payment to TARS. 

 

      Membership Status: 
 

·  Individual ; Single member; full voting privileges. 
·  Family ; Single member, plus participating family members residing at the same address; all members have full 

voting privileges. Complete a form for each member. 
·  Student ; Free for students (elementary school through college) with ID; all rights and privileges except voting. 
·  Introductory ; Free until the end of year (next year for December) for anyone who passed Amateur Licensing 

Exam facilitated by TARS; all rights and privileges except voting. 
 
       If no personal information has changed, current memberships can be renewed simply by making payment to TARS. 
 
       You must be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society; however, any non-licensed radio enthusiast may 
attend the TARS business meetings and functions.  Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are 
only $20 per individual  or family (complete a form for each family member.)  Students (with valid ID) can join for free!  
 
       New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.70 per month.)  After 
September, they drop to $5.00.  Individuals wishing to reinstate their expired membership status must reapply and pay full 
dues ($20) for the current year.  TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of 
repeater maintenance and TARS events.  Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.  
 
       Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society  (or TARS). Bring your check (or 
cash) along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly TARS business 
meeting and give it to the Treasurer - or mail your check and completed form to: 
 

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P . O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315  
 
 
 
 


