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The Next TARS Meeting - Thursday, June 2nd
7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross – 1115 Easterwood Drive
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.
Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)
nd

Join us Thursday, June 2 , at 7:00 p.m. at the American
Red Cross for the annual Election of TARS Officers, as well as a
final assessment and open discussion of the preparations for our
upcoming 2016 Field Day event. This June is a critical month in
the history of TARS as many of our key figure-heads are stepping
down from the board as well as not being able to participate at
Field Day. Now is the time for new blood to step up to the plate!
Are YOU the one we can count on? - See you all there!

Upcoming Events

Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

JUNE

FIELD DAY

JULY FEBRUARY

AUGUST

June 2 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
Elections & FD Prep…

June 25-26 (Full Weekend)
th
- (25 ) 8 am: Setup / GOTA
- 10 am: VE Testing
- 12 pm: Lunch
- 2 pm: ON-AIR CONTEST
- 6 pm: Dinner
th
- (26 ) 2 pm: Tear-Down

June 7 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

August 2 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

June 7 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -
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From The President
I am just returning from the Dayton, Ohio Hamvention. It was exciting to see what’s new and who I would
meet; some for the first time, some area locals and others from the past. As for what’s new, Kenwood is
coming out with a new D-Star handheld, Yaesu, with a new System Fusion repeater and many others with new
antennas, gadgets and accessories for the shack. While performing my card checking duties for ARRL, I did
meet some hams from Japan and several from Europe. I seemed to run into Amir, 4X4TT, from Israel at least
4 times; several times while looking at various exhibit booths and other times just roaming among the exhibits.

I have worked Amir many times in the past and it was great putting a face to the call. Norm and I sat down
for lunch on Friday in the main cafeteria and across the table was a former neighbor from when I lived in
California, 26 years ago, who I hadn’t seem for about 3 years! I ran into many local hams who made the trek
north and many others that I said ‘hi’ to after meeting them year after year. I will not try to identify any local
hams for fear of missing someone. Of course, Dayton wouldn’t be Dayton if it didn’t rain and that happened
Friday evening and parts of Saturday. As much fun as I had, it is always better to be home and in my own bed!

June brings to the end of another year. Elections will bring TARS new leadership and that is a good thing
– that is, if a few good hams with a volunteer spirit step up to the plate. With new officers come new ideas and
a fresh approach to ‘the same old thing’. I am not planning on disappearing but would like to concentrate on
several ideas for improving the knowledge-base of the TARS membership. And I would like to hear some
feedback on several ideas I have. One is classes on learning CW, with a focus on learning the code and being
able to receive and copy at between 5 and 13 words per minutes, at least. A second idea is a class on Ethics
and Operating Principles of Phone and CW for every day QSOs and contests. And a third idea is putting
together a “hamfest,” swap meet, tailgate activity for the club. This of course will require assistance. If so you
are so inclined, let’s discuss. I am open to other activities. Just let me know what’s on your mind and be
willing to help.

Of course TARS will end the month with Field Day. John is working hard and I am sure we will have a
good review of all activities planned for the weekend.

See you at the TARS meeting on June 2nd.

73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Circuit Traces

News and General Items of Interest

Critical Threshold
You’ve heard the pleas for help recently concerning the need to fill our vacant officer positions for the TARS board.
The fact of the matter is that without volunteers to fill these positions TARS cannot continue its operation as a not-for-profit
tax-exempt organization under Florida law (and the by-laws) or as an ARRL sanctioned organization – period. Think
about this carefully; the TARS membership has enjoyed a sizeable increase these last few years. These are hams in the
Tallahassee area that love their hobby and enjoy sharing company with other like-minded enthusiasts.
The club as an entity is undeniably a blessing for area hams as well as those discovering their love for radio. With
this blessing comes a responsibility placed by some measure on the shoulders of each and every member. When you
show up to the club meetings you are in effect voting in favor of the benefits of a local radio club for you and all radio folks
in the area. Do you feel that these benefits – and all potential benefits – are worth a little of your time and talent to be
given back to the club? It is not asked lightly of the membership to consider service in TARS on the board or in any other
capacity, without the sacrifice of so many volunteers there would be NO club. Many local hams have poured out
countless hours and cash to give their part. Do you love Amateur Radio and the ideal of a radio club? Please think about
giving back a little.
Chuck Basham, AI4KA, has been called to help fill the final open officer positions of President and Vice-President.
The president is basically the cheerleader for the club and gets to weigh in on all major decisions. People look up to the
president for these responsibilities. The VP is in mainly in charge of finding speakers and programs for each of the
meetings. This is not too hard of a job considering how many club members, with connections of their own, are able to
help the VP fill these spots in a pinch. We’re not asking for life-long servitude but a year if that’s all you can do.
Service in TARS can also be given in its many other aspect, from event planning to the editing of its newsletter and
online social media. Our current volunteers shouldn’t be expected to stick it out indefinitely. Enjoy your hobby – serve
your club. TARS wishes to give special thanks to our current and former officers and volunteers for a job well done!

Field Day – For the Wild Life
Hams do it; even educated radio wanabees do it!
Where else can so many walks of life enjoy the many
aspects of Amateur Radio in one place?
Field Day is an special annual event that many of us
look forward to every year. It’s a picnic, a campout, a
classroom, a great practice for emergency communications,
an national contest and, most of all, FUN! The ARRL Field
Day is the single most popular on-the-air event held
annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth weekend of
June of each year, more than 40,000 radio Amateurs
gather with their clubs, groups or simply with friends to
operate from remote (and not so remote) locations. While
some will treat it as a contest, other groups use the
opportunity to practice their emergency response
capabilities. It’s an excellent opportunity to demonstrate
Amateur Radio to the organizations that Amateur Radio
might serve in an emergency, as well as to the general
public. Contest you say? Well sort of… It’s so much more!
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The contest part simply involves contacting as many other hams as possible while learning to operate our radio gear
in abnormal situations and less than optimal conditions. That means we get out of the comfort of our homes and this year
TARS, even once again, goes to popular Tom Brown Park, Saturday, June 25-26. There, we will set up our antennas
around some RVs (graciously donated) and operate from generators for the weekend. While there, we’ll demonstrate our
disaster capability to the public, maybe some elected officials or even the media.
A big part of Field Day involves FOOD. We have just arrived on site. What is the first thing anyone asks? Who
brought the donuts? You can never have too many! After we have everything set up but before we get started with the
main activity, we grab some lunch. It’s also a good time to chat with some of the hams before things get serious. Along
about 5-6 o’clock, we will also have dinner, so plan on spending the day. We have all your meals covered. Bring the
whole family!
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The first work item is to hang them antennas. One of these may be a 6-meter beam but many may be wire antennas
that need to be strung up in the trees. Hangin’ antennas requires the use of “antenna launchers” – yeah you read it right!
Sometime during the morning, we usually have some TRAINING.
This may be a hands-on build-it type activity or it may be a seminar on
how to operate the HF Phone Station. In years past, several people
took home some mighty nice 2-meter J-pole antennas that they built
themselves!
In addition to our bi-monthly ARRL/VE EXAMINATION, we hold a
special testing session at every Field Day. At 10:00 a.m. on Saturday
morning, you can test for any of the three license classes (Technician,
General or Extra). This is a great way to start your day by becoming a
new ham, then walking around and seeing how to set up and operate
your station. We will even let you get on the air. Or if you are already a
ham, what better time to upgrade!
Even if you don’t have a license, we can let you experience the joys of being a ham. Under the supervision of a
licensed ham, anyone can operate the GOTA (Get On The Air) station and make contacts with other hams around the
country or even worldwide. Bring your family and friends to experience the excitement of ham radio.
We have set up an Information Center with brochures and displays about Amateur Radio and disaster
communications. Look for the RV with the big yellow TARS sign. It’s also the place to find out all about Ham Radio.
There will be someone nearby or in the RV who can answer your questions and tell you how you too can become an
Amateur Radio operator. The Information Center serves as the focal point for the event. You will often find groups just
hanging out there holding “eyeball QSOs.” It should be the place to start your tour.
As you wander around the Field Day site, you will find a number of different operating stations. We are classified
according to our main operating stations: CW (Morse code), Phone (voice) and Digital. But we get extra credit for a
number of specialized stations that you may find.
Often you will find a solar-powered station, demonstrating another form of emergency power. Every year, Tom
Brooks, K4TB, sets up a satellite station. We get extra points if Tom makes a contract during one of the satellite passes.
In one of the RVs you will find a 6-meter station. Operating out of the same RV as the VHF station is the digital station.
This station uses the very popular PSK-31 mode and accounts for many contacts during the event.
The two mainstays of Field Day are the CW and Phone stations. Each of these stations is operated by a dedicated
team of hams, PLEASE READ Stan Zawrotny’s, K4SBZ’s article in this edition [PAGE 9] to learn how operating a Field
Day station can be an EXCITING part of your Field Day visit.
The “contest” portion of Field Day begins at 2:00 PM on Saturday and runs through the entire night until 2:00 PM on
Sunday. The objective is to contact as many hams in the US and Canada as possible during that period. Some clubs
make a real contest out of it, but we are more relaxed here at TARS and just try to do our best. We try to let as many
people operate as possible, giving priority to new and young hams.
So be sure to drop by and make it known that you would like to give it a try and we’ll give you the helm. So, you may
be rusty at operating or may have never spoken into a mic before – whether you’re licensed or not, let us show you the
ropes and guide you on at your own pace. You may realize there is a whole world of fun you’ve been missing out on!
We Hope you can join us for this year’s TARS Field Day. You are welcome to come at any time and spend as long
as you like – even stay the night and definitely bring the entire family. If you have any questions or would like to
contribute to this awesome effort; with time, talent and/or equipment, the man to talk to is John Pantoja, KM4FAM and he
can be reached at: hajji.himself@gmail.com
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IARU – New Custodian of Operating Standards Booklet
Over the last eight years, the booklet “Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur” has become a
respected work describing the best standards of operating on the amateur bands.
Translated into most major languages, the booklet, by John Devoldere, ON4UN, and Mark Demeuleneere, ON4WW,
is an invaluable reference work for all radio Amateurs. The booklet can be found at http://www.hamradio-operatingethics.org/ Mark and John recently contacted IARU, explaining that they felt it appropriate for IARU to become the
custodian of the booklet into the future, with the scope to adapt and update it to ensure it remains relevant and current.
The IARU Administrative Council accepted this offer with gratitude to John and Mark for the work they have put into
the document. On May 5th 2016, Mark and John met Don Beattie, G3BJ, President IARU Region 1, in Brussels to
officially hand over the document. The IARU will now carry forward the work in future years to ensure its continuing
relevance and currency. Any additional information can be obtained from the International Amateur Radio Union, PO Box
310905, Newington, CT 06131-0905 USA Phone +1 860 594 0200, Fax +1 860 594 0259.

The Trading Post

Equipment and Services

CW GOODIES
MFJ-971 Tuner $100.00
MFJ-564 Paddles $50.00

TS-480SAT $775.00
Works and looks great. Includes a BuxComm modem used for PSK31!
Contact Art Marshall, W1FJI at: art-marshall@comcast.net

A Good VHF/UHF Station in Need of a Good Home
FT-8800 with prog. cable
Signal link USB
External speaker
Mag. antenna and
j-pole antenna
Misc. Cables and wiring

3 MONTHS – 350+ READERS – FREE!
BUY – SELL – TRADE… As-Is, New, or Whatever!

All items with
under 10 hours of use!
$ 350 FIRM
Contact Richard Abt, KK4WFA at: kk4wfa@gmail.com

or call 850-570-0005

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

RADIO-RELATED ADS ARE FREE!
Know a local radio repair service or parts
source? Give them a boost here!

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

If you have ANY personal amateur radio items
that you would like to sell or there is something
you need, we will publish requests in The
Printed Circuit (subject to editorial review.)
Please submit your requests to the newsletter
editor
(Mike
Maynard,
K4ICY)
at
th
k4icy@arrl.net by the 20 of the month.
Please supply photos and descriptions if
possible. You will get three months of FREE
ad space here unless otherwise specified.
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The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society K4TLH.net will sponsor an Amateur
Radio Technician License Class on Saturday, June 11th 2016. The class will
run from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM (with a VE Exam Session following the class) and be
held at The Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross, 1115 Easterwood
Drive in Tallahassee (near Tom Brown Park). This will be a one day class..with a
short break for lunch. Morse code is no longer required for an Amateur Radio
License. There is no charge for the class. A $15.00 Exam Fee (cash or check) will
be collected at the beginning of the VE Testing Session following the class. Please
bring a photo id for the testing session.
Before you take the VE License Exam, you need to sign up for a FCC FRN Number FCC FRN
Registration. (http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home) Follow the link and click on “New User
Register”, it will ask for your SSN one time during registration. The FCC FRN number is safer than using your
SSN when you take VE Exams and complete the paperwork to apply for your FCC Amateur Radio License.
Bring this FRN Number when you come to the License Class on June 11th!
Interested students should order/borrow a copy of the current ARRL License Manual (Technician) with the
Exam Practice Software (Windows PC) CD before the class and review the material and
question pool before the class meets on June 11th. The License Manual may be ordered
online directly from the ARRL* ARRL LicenARRL License Manualse Manual for $29.95, or
one of the local book stores. (http://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-Education-and-Training/)
A copy of all the current Question Pools (Technician, General and Extra) may be downloaded
from ARRL Question Pool or NCVEC Question Pool (NCVEC.org). You may wish to try one
of the “on-line” practice exams in addition to the CD software that comes with the License
Manual. QRZ-Hamtests is one of the more popular ones available...the ARRL also has recently started an online exam review. You can sign up with a free account and it will remember what question areas you need to
work on before you take the “real license exam”.

For more information contact Phil Ashler N4IPH@ARRL.net.
Links:

PLEASE RE-PRINT AND POST THIS FLYER WHERE DESIRED

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society http://k4tlh.net/
TallyAmateurRadio@gmail.com
QRZ-Hamtests
http://www.qrz.com/hamtest/
ARRL Getting Licensed
http://www.arrl.org/getting-licensed
ARRL Question Pool
http://www.arrl.org/question-pools
ARRL Exam Review
http://arrlexamreview.appspot.com/
ARRL License Manual
http://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-Education-and-Training/
NCVEC Question Pool
http://ncvec.org/
FCC FRN Registration
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
HandiHam.org Technician Pool (Questions and Correct Answers in MP3 Audio Format)
https://handiham.org/local/blind/2014-2018_technician_pool.htm
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Field Day Operating – Join in the Excitement!

By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

For many, Field Day is an established routine, but for many
others it is a new, exciting, but daunting experience. And for
many, it is something that they have visited, but never really
participated in. Field Day is always the last weekend in June –
th
th
this year it’s June 25 and 26 – and while it is officially a 24-hour
event starting at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, activities such as antenna
raising, station assembly, license testing and doughnut
consumption start as early as 7 a.m.
But while Field Day is a social event and shows that we can
deploy our stations in an emergency environment, the main
objective is to prove that we can communicate in that emergency
situation. To do that, we set up a number of different operating
stations, using a variety of communications modes – CW, phone
(SSB,) and digital. In addition to standard HF, we have a VHF
station on 6 meters and a satellite demonstration station. All of
these stations operate under the TARS club call sign, K4TLH, with
the objective of making as many contacts in as many US states
and Canadian provinces as possible during the 24-hour period.

YOU Can Join In!
Any ham with a valid Amateur Radio license of any class can join in. Because the station trustee, K4TLH, has an Extra Class
license and because each station has an Extra Class control-operator present, all of the stations at the Field Day site can be operated
with Extra Class privileges. So if you are a Technician, this is an opportunity for you to taste unrestricted HF with full privileges.
What can you expect at Field Day? After you park, walk over to the Information Center, sign in and pick up a few brochures. You
are then free to wander around. Each of the “stations” is in a different air-conditioned RV around the outside of the field. You can
browse through them all at your leisure.

Operating Is EASY
One of the events that you should find is the GOTA
(Get on the Air) station. This is a special station that is not
operating under the K4TLH call. Its purpose is to allow
anyone the opportunity to get on the air and talk to a ham
somewhere. An experienced operator will guide the
person through the procedures of making a call and
talking to a ham on a fully operational station. If you have
never made an HF contact before, this would be a good
place for you to spend a few minutes learning how HF is
done. If you have operated HF in the distant past and feel
you are a little rusty, you are permitted and encouraged to
take advantage of the GOTA station, you may rekindle
your passion for getting on the air. Once in front of the
controls, the station’s control operator will walk you
through all the steps necessary to make a successful
contact.
Stop on by, make a contact or two and
experience how much fun it is to work someone across
the country rather than someone just across town. If you
have a family, be sure to bring the kids along and let them
make contacts too. Yes, kids are especially invited! It is a
great way to spur their interest in the hobby.
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Once you have a QSO or two under your belt, wander on over to the phone station or maybe the digital station. While the phone
station seems like the natural place to start, the digital station is just as natural. There, you will find operators making contacts using a
digital mode, most likely PSK31. This mode is very easy for you to use because they are using a computer keyboard to enter their
information and the other station’s data is appearing on a computer screen. To make things even simpler, canned macros supply
standard information so that it doesn’t have to be typed repeatedly. Of course, if you know Morse code, you can go down to the CW
station. They will welcome anyone with an interest in CW. Generally, they operate at blinding speeds above 25 wpm, but will give you
a go if they know you’re really interested.
The Phone station has a policy to grant priority access and time to new and inexperienced operators. I was the Phone Captain the
last few years, and I can almost guarantee that there will be room for you to operate anytime during the 1:00-5:00 a.m. period. At the
Phone station, they work in teams. There is one person who is operating and another person who is logging the QSO into the contest
logging software on the computer. The two work together to “dig out” the hard-to-hear call signs. Before you operate, you must work
as a logger. This gives you a feel for what you are going to be experiencing as an operator. After half-an-hour or so of logging, you will
then take the mic., and not to worry, because you’ll be working so closely with the operator you’ll almost anticipate the transition. If it is
daytime, you will most likely be operating on 20, 15 or possibly 10 meters. Later in the day, you might move to 40 or even 80 meters.
Sometimes 20 will stay open later, depending on propagation.
There are two modes of operation for a contest such as this – “running” and “search and pounce.” Running is sitting on one
frequency and calling “CQ Field Day,” giving your call sign in phonetics (Kilo 4 Tango Lima Hotel.) When someone answers, you’ll say
their call, such as “Whiskey 5 Alpha Bravo Charlie,” then the exchange, for which in the case of the ARRL Field Day contest is your
station number and class designation, most likely: “Please copy: Two Alpha” (2A,) and then your ARRL section, “North Florida,
November Foxtrot Lima, QSL?” That basically says that you’re running two stations on emergency power and you’re operating from
northern Florida which is “NFL.” The other station will then acknowledge your information and then give their exchange, “3A, North
Texas – November Tango X-ray, 73.” You will finish up with, “Thank you for North Texas, (acknowledging their information) this is Kilo
4 Tango Lima Hotel, QRZ?,” asking for the next station waiting for you. Hopefully you have a pile-up and someone is waiting to work
you. If you are fortunate, you’ll very well spend an hour or more in one sitting, racking up hundreds of contacts!
The main problem with running is that you
have to find an open frequency on which to
operate, for that reason, and because it is more
relaxing, many people prefer the “search and
pounce” method. Using this technique, you simply
tune up and down the dial looking for someone else
calling “CQ.” When you find them, you key the mic.
and give your call sign once, “Kilo 4 Tango Lima
Hotel.” If he hears you, he will say, “Kilo 4 Tango
Lima Hotel, Nine Alpha, Northern New Jersey,
QSL?” You will reply, “QSL, Thank you for your
Nine Alpha Northern New Jersey, please copy my
Two Alpha, November Foxtrot Lima.” If he gives
you a “QSL,” thanks you or calls “CQ QRZ,” you
then go and search for another station. If the other
station is easy-going then you might have a
moment to express pleasantries. The “search and
pounce” technique is slower than running because
you never have someone else waiting for you, but if
you are inexperienced, it is less stressful.
As you can see, operating during Field Day is fairly simple with a rather fixed script; the exchange simply includes your calls, your
station number/class and your ARRL section. You can ad lib a bit however, because Field Day is not considered to be a “real” contest,
although scores are kept and published. But most clubs, ours included, consider it more of a fun event than a competition. As a matter
of fact, last year’s main competition was between our own phone and CW stations on who would have the most contacts. One team
conceded when they attained a certain “bewitching” score and a thunderstorm rolled up. It was all in fun.
Whichever mode you choose for Field Day, please do make it a point to get in a little operating time. It is lots of fun! This year we
will have a new phone captain, but he assures me that he will continue the late-night cookie tradition.

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
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Simple QSL Apps

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

One of the first things new Amateurs may wish do after earning their new License is to get some QSL cards made so they can
exchange them with fellow Amateurs they meet on the air. Over the years I’ve used a variety of software packages to make QSL cards.
Some programs were fairly easy to use while others developed problems when you tried to print the finished product which were
sometimes remedied by going back and make some changes.
A number of years ago I used a “free” program I found online, but
you could only use it 30 times without purchasing their regular product.
I found a way around this by simply deleting the program, then
reinstalling the software so that I could use it another 30 times. [Many
“trial-ware” programs leave protected embedded markers in your OS
registry to disallow the reinstallation method.] The problem was that
when you reinstalled the software, it removed the printer adjustment
settings and you had to realign the printer to have it print correctly. I
tried using Microsoft Word which came with a new computer, but you
had to reformat the graphics or they would move around the template
when you made a minor change. [don’t I know!] I then tried using
Microsoft Excel which worked great, but you had to make four
individual cards on the template. If you made a change on the card,
you had to make the change on the three other cards. When you tried
to print the cards, there were slight variations in each of the cards. I
knew there must be a better way to make some simple cards.
Do a quick Google images search on “QSL Cards” and you will see hundreds of cards displayed on the screen. Look over the
different examples and decide on a card you might want to use as a starter card. You’ll soon get an idea on what kind of basic
information should be included on your card design and see plenty of examples of other items that were added by each operator to
enhance their card. You can decide whether you want to start from scratch or use some of the ideas found on the search.
Over the years I’ve found two programs that do a good job making QSL cards and even pass-out business cards. Microsoft
Publisher and Avery’s free program, Design and Print are available on the internet from Avery.com. For some reason Avery removed
some of the features and fonts from their previous product called Design Pro when they replaced it with the current offering called
Design and Print. Both programs are pretty straight forward to use and both have a few limitations that I was able to work around in
most cases. I know of a few hams that have also used Adobe PhotoShop, Adobe Illustrator, CorelDRAW and GIMP (free) to design
and print their QSL Cards. I’ve never tried these programs but if you are familiar with their operation they should work great.
Design and Print has a limited number of fonts that you can use in your projects, some additional ones are available if you use their
online system to create your project. Publisher gives you the whole range of fonts available in the Microsoft Office package [and those
installed on your system. If you’re looking for tons of great-looking fonts for free check out dafont.com] To add an image in Design and
Print you first have to save it to your computer and then add the image to your project. Microsoft Publisher allows you to copy and
paste the image directly into the project without having to save it first.
One thing I’ve started to play with is creating an Excel spreadsheet containing my
contacts with the call-sign, name, date, UTC, frequency plus any short notes and using
the mail-merge option to produce my QSL cards. I know there are several logging
programs available that will probably do this for me, but I like the challenge to see if I
can get it to work.

Let’s go through a few steps to produce a simple QSL Card by using either
program. QSL cards, at their simplest requirement, are used for verification of a
particular contact you make on the air, and more particularly when using HF
frequencies. You’ll want to make sure you include the most basic information about the
contact on the card and then add some type of graphics to make the card a little unique. Most Amateurs use only one side of the card
since it is customary to hang them on a wall or put them in a photo album because any card having information printed on the back will
cause the recipient to have to take the card down off the wall or remove it from the book to able to read everything.
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Your call-sign should be displayed predominantly using a bold typeface to make it stand out. To make the card meaningful to your
recipients you can use an image of yourself sitting at the operating position or some type of picture taken at your location, maybe even
a close-up of your radio. You can an also use something catchy such as a funny cartoon or a photo of something you are also into
such as antique radio equipment or a snapshot of an exotic location you operated from. Whatever you choose to use, it’s all about
presenting something unique. A word of caution if you are using graphics from the internet, make sure you get permission or license to
use the images so that you don’t violate the owner’s copyright.

The easiest way to show your contact information is to put it in a short table form at the bottom of the card. If you are a member of
some radio related organizations, such as the ARRL, TARS, SKCC or whatever, you can add graphics showing your membership.
Most organization will allow you to use their logo if you are a member in good standing. Just ask if you are in doubt about using their
image. Once you have a good template for your QSL Card you can make minor modifications for different contests, seasons of the
year, special events, holidays and just about any other occasion.
When searching the internet the other day, I found several
QSL generating programs and a few videos that have additional
ideas. Some of these allow you to work online rather than
downloading the software to your own computer. A few of the
programs generate the QSL cards in a PDF format that you can
save and print at any time. A few of the programs will fill in
contact information from a number of Amateur Radio logging
programs or Excel spreadsheet. If you really want to go back a
few years in technology, you can generate and print a label to
paste on a generic QSL Card. The Word mail-merge option can
be used to produce the labels and simply paste them on the
cards. I’ve also found a few fairly good videos on YouTube with
tutorials on designing and printing your QSL Cards.
So how do you get your QSL card to the other station?
There are several methods that can be used. One of the
easiest ways and most modern is to send an “e-QSL.” If you
have and existing QSL card you can scan it into your PC or take
a digital photo of it and attach the card’s image to an email to be
sent electronically. You can also send a 100% digitally created
version as I just described. This version of course has to be
printed out, trimmed and hung on the wall by the recipient. You
can send the card by international mail for around a dollar or a
little more if you place it in an envelope. For years it was a
custom by Amateurs to enclose a dollar bill or “green stamp” to
help the other station pay the postage to send you a QSL in
return. The problem was that many times the QSL card never
made it to the recipient. Someone along the line opened the
envelope, took the money and threw away the card. One of the
easiest ways to exchange reports is through the QSL bureaus
(often referred to as the “buro.”) The ARRL has a very good
reputation for getting your cards to the recipients. Check the
ARRL website for information and directions.
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How do you receive QSL cards from other stations? This is a little different than the ARRL
outgoing service. In most cases, general incoming QSL cards are handled by various radio
clubs or other organizations according to the call area prefix of your license. There are listings of
the different organizations and clubs according to US call areas on the ARRL website. Check
the link below to see how to use this service. To begin using the incoming QSL service you
need to check to see who your card sorter is at the incoming bureau. The sorter is the person or
group that will collect your cards from the incoming service, and they’ll hold them for a while and
then send you your cards in the mail. Go to the Fourth Call-Sign area link below and put your
call-sign in the small box in the middle of the page and submit the query. The system will come
back with your sorted information. If there is a ‘#’ sign, you have QSL Cards waiting. They will
request that you send them several self-addressed QSL-sized envelopes with sufficient US
postage to keep on file.
Usually they request your call-sign in the upper left hand corner and your correct mailing
address on the front of each envelope. If you work a number of DX stations during a contest or
other event, your envelopes can fill up quickly. When you receive the envelopes with your DX
QSL cards, the sorter will make a notation in the upper left corner such as, “2 envelopes on file,”
you then know to send them another supply of envelopes. I don’t exchange as many QSL cards
as I did when I first started working DX Contests, but I would usually enclose a few dollars to
help support the incoming bureau each time I would send a supply of envelopes. I know several
of the sorters have received QSL cards from DX stations and simply sent the cards to the
recipient, even though they didn’t have envelopes on file. The sorter usually will enclose
information on how to use the incoming system and if you have any cards waiting to be sent.
After you get acquainted with sending and receiving QSL cards you can then try for some of
the different awards and certificates available. To qualify for DXCC (confirming a minimum of
100 entities on the ARRL DXCC List) you need to have your DX QSL cards checked by a
member of the ARRL card checkers such as our own Gerald Gross WA6POZ. There are full
instructions on how to apply for the DXCC and other ARRL awards on the ARRL website. While
you are on the ARRL website you can check out the ARRL’s Logbook of The World and see how
to keep track of your contacts and see what awards you can earn.
I’ll have to admit, I personally don’t chase DX as much as I used to and haven’t kept up with
sending QSL cards as I once did. A number of things have changed in Amateur Radio since I
was first licensed in the early 1970’s, for one; the tide of sending QSL reports is turning from
hams all sending cards by mail, to that of QSLs being all-electronic and automatic via web sites
such as LoTW and QSL.net. One thing that hasn’t changed for me is still the fun of talking to
someone on a remote island or on the other side of the world has never left me. Just get on the
air and start making those DX contacts and get to sending those QSL cards!

73 de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net

Links:
Avery Design and Print Download
www.avery.com/avery/en_us/Templates-%26-Software/Software/Avery-Design--Print.htm
RSGB Article on QSL Cards
rsgb.org/main/get-started-in-amateur-radio/operating-your-new-station/how-to-send-and-receive-qsl-cards/
ARRL’s Out-Going QSL Service
www.arrl.org/qsl-service
Incoming QSL Services
www.arrl.org/incoming-qsl-service
(See bottom of webpage for the 4th Call Area options)
Fourth Call Area (By Prefix)
www.cdxa.org/w4qsl-bureau/index.php
Fourth Call Area Sorters
www.cdxa.org/w4qsl-bureau/sorters.php
DXCC Award Fees
www.arrl.org/dxcc-awards-fees
YouTube Video QSL Cards with Photoshop www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1ovI3N8fPU
General QSL Info-YouTube
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wu5gxrl3S1o
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Re-Mounting the Mini-QRP-Expedition

By Art Marshall, W1FJI

When I stop to think about it, I'm actually having more fun than I should be
allowed to have in ham radio and I don't feel one bit guilty. In May of 2016 I
st
reached my 61 year in the hobby and in my journey I’ve enjoyed so many
different aspects of it. In past articles I've talked about some of them, including
the exploits of my Novice days, two-meter AM mobile, running a KW rig, having
big beams, contesting, mobile on HF, my stint as net manager of the EMRIPN,
PSK, and so much more. For the past few years, I've been operating QRP CWonly and I'm having a ball! Looking back on everything it would be difficult to
pick just one part of our hobby that I enjoyed more than any other but I can
honestly say that running QRP on CW not only has been more challenging, but
it has been, and continues to be, not only fun but very gratifying.
I know I've said this before, but it bears repeating – this is it – shown here is my entire ham radio station! With 3 watts on CW, no
matter if I'm at home, mobile or portable; this is all I need to work the world. Both the HB1B transceiver and the Elecraft T1 tuner
operate from internal batteries and the hand key is powered by me. Oh by the way, my entire HF station fits into my very old and
outdated camera bag. I got rid of the BNC-to-PL259 adapters and bought one cable with a BNC-to-SO239, and one cable with BNC’s
on both ends. The adapters I was using were heavy and offered physical stresses to the BNC connectors mounted on the T1 and the
radio. As you already know, I enjoy operating portable. To be more exact, I honestly prefer operating portable more than from my
home location. Being outside, I don't feel so confined as I would restricted by four walls. Of course operating from home affords me the
pleasure of being able to take a break and munch whenever I want to. When I'm portable I usually only bring water to quench my thirst.

I decided to refurbish my antenna mag-mount, don't ask me why but I did. When I took it apart I discovered some big-time rust and
corrosion issues on the center conductor’s post which feeds the antenna, and might I add, that the ground side wasn't much better. I've
not only replaced the post which was a 3/8-24 thread bolt, but i also did away with their method of feeding the antenna. Everything now
is new, bright, shiny, tight, weather coated and works really great. In the series of photos [above] I show how the feed point and ground
connections were constructed. You can see the rust on the 3/8-24 bolt (in the first photo on left) which seems to be quite extensive.
I’ve never left the mount out in the rain, although it has rained while I was using the mount. The next photo shows how the top and
bottom pieces along with the bolt, and obviously missing in the photo is the aluminum frame. The piece of wire sticking up is the coax
cable shield which, when I disassembled it, was almost covered in surface contamination.
The third photo shows the top half removed to show not only the contaminated shield, but likewise, how the center conductor is laid
into its grove. The last photo on the right shows the two halves. In the top section you can see what looks like a copper ring. It is this
ring that the center conductor is tied to. Checking with an ohm meter from the center conductor to the ring in places failed to show
good electrical continuity. I’m not saying their design is poor, by no means, but what I am trying to get across is that over time moisture
can and will get into electrical connections causing rust and other surface contamination thus resulting in poor device performance.
The new 3/8-24 center post is well insulated from the aluminum frame by two nylon step bushings, one on the top of the frame and
one on the bottom of the frame. As you can see from the photo [next page] I have changed the method of feeding the antenna and
grounding. By the way, after seeing the rust on the post, I've decided to do some further inspection on my Windom which is up at home
location. The antenna has been up for a few years and is more than likely overdue for an inspection and maybe some new parts.
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With my modification I'm using soldered lugs to terminate both the center
conductor and shield. You will notice that I solder all my connections. I do the same
for all connections including my Anderson PowerPole connectors where I both crimp
and solder. I feel that if I only crimp, the conductor could in time work its way loose,
allowing moisture to get inside the crimped-only connection causing corrosion. I then
weatherproofed the connections with heat-shrink tubing. With all the lugs I had
handy I couldn't find a single one to fit the 3/8-24 thread! The largest one was maybe
0.004” too small and wouldn't fit over the crown of the threads. It was time to bring
out my handy dandy reamer and very carefully remove some of the I.D. off the lug.
To secure the coax to the frame, I drilled a hole in the frame, de-burred the hole, and positioned the coax over the hole. Then
secured it with a cable tie which I ran up through the hole, around the coax and back down through the same hole, locked in the cable
tie so that the coax was very secure, and oh yes, I cut off the excess. This will offer good strain relief so as to not stress the solder
connections. I'm not too sure if you can see it [photo on right] but I have drilled a second hole in the frame, I installed a machine screw
to the left of the large center post along with its associated hardware installed on the frame in case I want to either run out a
counterpoise or a conductor to earth-ground.
th

On April 26 , I drove over to the boat ramp at the
end of Cedar Hill Rd. with the newly modified magneticmount assembly. There was more traffic on the way
there than I had ever expected but the temperature was
82 with a very nice breeze coming off of the water. So
did the modification make any difference? Honestly, I
don't know but I can tell you that it did seem to tune up
easier. This would be my first try of the antenna magmount after its modification, using the 20 meter HamStick mounted on the roof of the van. 20 meters
sounded good except for the QRN which was getting
strong along with some QSB. Since the band sounded
good I decided to try a few CQs but I didn’t have much
luck at first. On 14.058 kHz I found a station calling ‘CQ’
and I called him. I got an RST of 339 from an AC8 in MI
and was able to give that station a 449. After that QSO I
decided to call CQ myself and worked a W1 in Western,
MA. My report to him was a 559 and his report back to
me was a 579.
Once I returned home from the boat ramp, I
posted my adventures on one of the Facebook
QRP groups I belong to. As it happens, one of the
two stations I had QSO’ed with is also a member of
the same group! It was nice to meet him on CW
and again on social media. This had happened a
few times with other stations I’ve worked. It seems
like conditions have been favorable lately. Never
the less, my 3 watts on CW seems to be doing a
good job! As you can see from the photo, there's
nothing special to my setup. This QRP stuff really
works and it goes to prove a ham doesn’t need a
dedicated shack full of bulky gear to enjoy the
hobby. Neat! Every May and October, KA1BOF
and I head over to Destin to meet with our cousins
there for a few days, enjoy a beer or two along with
some of the world’s greatest gumbo and throw in a
little ham radio for good measure. This year I tried
to take some photos that were different from last
years. Ya know, even if I don't make any contacts
the gumbo is worth the drive.
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Obviously I brought along my collection of antennas. As you have
seen in many of my articles, the antennas I use are mainly of the HamStick type. My EFHW (end-fed half-wave) wire antenna is by far the best
one but I'm not always in a place where I can put it up. I've been looking
at other types of antennas to use for portable operation but I've had so
much good luck with the Ham-Sticks that I'm really reluctant to change. If
it ain’t broke, don't fix it! I tried my 20 meter resonate wire antenna from
inside the hotel and this time we were on the first floor, which put my
antenna only about 16 ft. above the ground. There was some noise
generated by the hotel wiring of course, which made it difficult to receive
anything. As I suspected, there really was too much noise so I QRT’ed
and switched over to the internet to get my CW fix using ICW.
th

The photo [below] was taken on May 12 , looking out into the Gulf
from one of the parking lots in Destin, FL. It was a beautiful day, the
temperature was 86 degrees, it was humid with a breeze coming in off of
the Gulf. Although we had the sliding door open to the van and all the
windows open it was still hot. My 20 meter Ham-Stick was roof-mounted
and I was able to have a QSO with a station in CT, and a second in TX.
Tonight, it's off to have some gumbo, broiled fish and a beer or two, and
yes this photo looks like all the others but I honestly was there and this is
a new photo – how can you improve on such a scene?
Destin provides me a great opportunity to get to the Gulf and
operate from a different prospective, say, from that of Tallahassee,
at least as far as propagation is concerned. Have I mentioned that
the gumbo over there is outstanding! Every location I operate from
presents different challenges, particularly in what I can hear and
not hear. I have operated QRP up and down the entire eastern
coast as well as throughout the southwestern US. Sometimes
driving just 25 or 50 miles can make a big difference. That's what
makes operating QRP so dawg-gone exciting!
Oh, by the way, here is a little information you find helpful:
earlier I mentioned doing away with the BNC-to-PL259 adapters. I
found a company called MPD Digital up in Albany, GA that is
owned and operated by women and veterans, and they make
cables basically to whatever spec you want. I ordered two cables,
and they work great. The Four State QRP GROUP, at 4SQRP.com
provides a variety of kits to build, and offers a few on-the-air
activities. Some time ago I introduced you to some QRP guys that
love to work CW from the field and trails - check out WA3ATB.COM
and WG0AT. Elecraft just came out with a new KX2 QRP radio
that looks really inviting. And lastly, I found a new book online for
learning CW: “Zen and the Art of CW,” written by IK0YGJ. This
book is distributed under the Creative Commons license and can
be freely copied or distributed under certain conditions (see the
Copyright Notices chapter for details.) This work is “QSLWare” so
if you like it, just send the author a QSL card via the bureau.
Just prior to sending this off to the editor, I received a call informing me that my very old and dear friend of some 55 years, K1JGV
had passed away (SK.) Although our paths took us in different directions, it was Amateur Radio that kept us in touch with each other
over the years. Dave was an ole Coast Guard “radioman” and was a wiz at high speed CW.

Until next time, get out there and have some fun, and don't forget to bring y'alls dawg along,
73!
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX

Contest and QSO Parties
04 Jun
04 Jun
11 Jun
18 Jun
19 Jun
25 Jun

0000Z - 2359Z Jun 5
1600Z - 0400Z Jun 5
1800Z - 0259Z Jun 13
1600Z – 0200Z Jun 19
1800Z - 2359Z
1800Z - 2100Z Jun 26

10-10 Int. Open Season PSK Contest
Alabama QSO Party
ARRL June VHF Contest
West Virginia QSO Party
Kid's Day Contest
ARRL Field Day

http://www.ten-ten.org/
http://www.alabamaqsoparty.org/
http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf
www.qsl.net/wvsarc/wvqp/
http://www.arrl.org/kids-day
http://www.arrl.org/field-day

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW

DX
From

To

Prefix

Call

From

To

Prefix

Call

01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun
01-Jun

???
15-Dec
28-Feb
01-Apr
15-Jun
31-Jul
01-Sep
30-Jun
???
17-Nov
13-Jul
20-Nov
???
30-Jun
06-Jun
31-Oct
30-Oct
02-Jun
16-Jun
01-Oct
14-Jun
31-Jul
03-Jun
05-Jun
21-Jun
11-Jun
04-Jun
06-Jun
03-Jun
24-Jun
01-Jun
08-Jun
06-Jun
10-Jun
04-Jun
10-Jun
10-Jul

5Z
CE9
CE9
CE9
CY0
D2
D2
DL
H44
HH
HR
I
KH8
LX
PJ2
T6
TA
TZ
UA
V3
XE
YN
P4
HP
ON
SV
5B
FM
VK9N
VK9N
6Y
CE0Y
SV
Z3
9A
EA8
F

5Z4/SQ3PMM
8T2BH
DP0GVN
RI1AND
VA1AXC/CY0
D2/CT1ITE
D3YL
DL20GDXF
H44LG
HH2/VA3MPG
HR5/F2JD
II0IEM
KH8/KC0W
LX95J
PJ2/PB0AEX
T6PB
TC2016ANT
TZ5XR
RT73xx
V31HV
4A1DX
YN3/TG9IIN
P4/K1KG, P4/W1XP, P4/W9ORW
HP0CC
OS101AB
SV3/SM4KYN
5B/DL9MWG
FM/DL7VOG
VK9NF
VK9WI
6Y6N
XR0YS
SW8WW (EU-174)
Z3/N3CZ or Z35C
9A8DXG (EU-090)
EA8/DG5LAC
TM62EURO

01-Jun
01-Jun
02-Jun
03-Jun
03-Jun
03-Jun
04-Jun
05-Jun
05-Jun
06-Jun
07-Jun
09-Jun
09-Jun
09-Jun
10-Jun
10-Jun
11-Jun
11-Jun
11-Jun
11-Jun
11-Jun
12-Jun
14-Jun
15-Jun
17-Jun
18-Jun
19-Jun

27-Jun
10-Jun
07-Jun
05-Jun
03-Sep
17-Jun
06-Jun
23-Jun
10-Jun
12-Jun
09-Jun
13-Jun
14-Jun
17-Jun
12-Jun
24-Jun
25-Jun
15-Jun
17-Jun
25-Jun
18-Jun
12-Jun
15-Jul
14-Jul
29-Jun
25-Jun
???

HL
LA
V7
F
UA
ZF2
DL
FS
SV
SM
V6
G
T8
T8
DU
SV
4O
EI
ES
FS/PJ7
LA
EW
V4
3B8
FJ
LA
HH

19-Jun
20-Jun
22-Jun
23-Jun
24-Jun
25-Jun
26-Jun
28-Jun
30-Jun

24-Jun
28-Jun
11-Jul
08-Jul
29-Jun
26-Jun
01-Jul
04-Jul
30-Jun

TK
8Q
J7
C6A
GU
W
G
9H
EW

HL16RI
LA/SP7IDX (EU-046)
V73HA (OC-029)
F4FET/P (EU-148)
RI1C (EU-133)
ZF2MN
DF8HS (EU-128)
FS/K9EL
SV8/DK7TX
SA6G/7 (EU-137)
V63AN (OC-011)
GB90QB
T88AN (OC-009)
T8CW (OC-009)
DX25MP
SV8/PA1FJ/P (EU-049)
4O/LB9N
EJ7NET (EU-121)
ES0UG (EU-034)
by W5LAC
LA/DK3PZ (EU-055)
EV85WTA
V47JA
3B8/M0RCX
FJ/W9AEB, FJ/W9DR
LA/PB3A/p (EU-076)
K3TUF/HH2, KB3SSZ/HH2,
N3BNA/HH2
TK/F5OHM
8Q7HW
J79XE
C6AUX
GP3ZME/P (EU-114)
N4A (NA-076)
GB2BLE (EU-120)
9H3G
EV75PG

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Data in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation. *** DX or Notable

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting

Compiled and Submitted by: Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Secretary
Compiled and Submitted by: Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Secretary
Call to Order: President Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. [May 5, 2016]
Guests/Visitors: There were many visitors from other clubs.
It was moved, seconded, and approved that we suspend the by-laws to give our speaker more time for his presentation and questions
from the audience.
Presentation/Program: Chris Wilson (N0CSW), National Sales Manager for Yaesu USA
Chris started his presentation with a bit of history on System Fusion. There are 268 Fusion repeaters in Florida and there are
already five times more Fusion repeaters than D-Star. Fusion is the only system, at this time that offers multiple digital modes and
provides co-existence of digital and analog. Fusion complies with current, commercial standards.
The Fusion products have all been developed in the last two and one-half years. When the DR-1 repeater was announced, the
price was $1799. Shortly thereafter Yaesu introduced their repeater program providing clubs with the DR-1 for $500. Chris
indicated that the popularity of the Fusion line was primarily due to interoperability of digital and analog FM modes, simultaneous
use of voice and data, and the fact that almost all radio features are software defined and upgradeable. Chris pointed out that the
Fusion Web Portal (systemfusion.yaesu.com) provided a great deal of information and forums for discussion.
Chris indicated that there would be significant announcements of new products at the Yaesu Forum at Dayton (Saturday at 2:30
PM). Finally, Chris provided a certificate for a free FT1D handheld.
Q&A Session:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Why do the FTM-400s no longer displayed the distance between two stations on digital? After much discussion of
inconsistencies, Chris indicated that he would get information for us.
In DW mode do the Fusion radios support 25 KHz bandwidth? No, only 20 KHz.
Are Fusion radios compatible with P25? Standards, Yes – Operate with other P25 radios? No.
Will access to the digital stream be provided in the future? Yes
How effective is the camera/microphone? There are problems in its operation (i.e., aiming).
What is the recommended duty cycle for the FTM400/DR1? Twenty watts for heavy use.
Why do the FTM400 panel and microphone buttons stop working? (Still to be resolved)

Business Committees:
Minutes: Bob Clark (K9HVW): Approved as printed in the Printed Circuit.
Treasury: Norm Scholer (K4GFD): Approved as printed in the Printed Circuit.
Education: David Miner (W4SKG): There will be a technician class on June 11 at the Red Cross Center.
Testing: Gerry Gross (WA6POZ): Sessions will be offered on June 7 (Red Cross), June 11 (Red Cross – after the Technician
class), and June 25 at Feld Day.
Repeaters: Randy Pierce (AG4UU): Preventative maintenance was completed on the 147.030 repeater. Problems at the
Blairstone repeater have been corrected.
New Business:
•

•
•

The next meeting of TARS will be 7:00 PM at the Red Cross Center on Thursday, June 9. [Correction – June 2] The program
will be final arrangements for Field Day and the Election of Officers. Candidates for President and Vice-President are still
needed. If we don’t have a full slate of officers, TARS will cease to exist!
Gerry requested approval for purchasing a power supply for Field Day. It was moved, seconded, and approved.
David Miner (W4SKG) announced that there will be a Hurricane Exercise on May 21

Old Business:
•
•

•

John Pantoja (KM4FAM) reported on the progress in planning for Field Day. The offer to provide the trailers and generators
still stands.
Sal Martocci (K4YFW) thanked the club members that responded to the call for volunteers to set up for a large training
meeting at the Red Cross Center. The same volunteers showed a week later to pack all of the equipment away and prepared
it for return shipping.
Chuck Basham (AI4KA) indicated that elections were scheduled for next month. There are candidates for the positions of
secretary and treasurer, but none yet for president and vice president.

Adjournment: Gerry closed the meeting at 8:35 PM.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for May 2016

Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer
Beginning Balances – Apr. 17, 2016

For Month

Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 3,199.30
$ 4,094.12
$ 7,293.42

YEAR-to-DATE

Summary of Month’s Activities:
Total Receipts:
Total Expenditures:

$
$

42.00
0.00

$ 2,367.00
$ 191.25

$
$
$
$
$
$

20.00
22.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
42.00

$ 2,258.00
$
109.00
$
0.00
$
0.00
$
0.00
$ 2,367.00

$

0.00

Receipts Derived From:
Member Dues:
50/50 Raffle:
Member Donations:
SPARC:
Misc.:
Total:

The updated Unaudited Financial Summary
for TARS with detailed expenses
is available at K4TLH.net
Includes the total 2015-2016 calendar year.

(includes savings interest, etc.)

Expenditures:
None

Outstanding Expenses:

$

191.25

NONE

NONE

Ending Balances – May. 17, 2016
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 3,241.30
$ 4,094.12
$ 7,335.42

TARS Officers
Gerry Gross,
WA6POZ
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

Phil “Chief” Fusilier,
KA5USN
Vice President

Bob Clark,
K9HVW
Secretary

ka5usn@hotmail.com

k9hvw@arrl.net

Norm Scholer,
K4GFD
Treasurer
k4gfd@tds.net

Stan Zawrotny,
K4SBZ
Board Member at Large
k4sbz.stan@gmail.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Elections are to be held at June’s business meeting! Positions for President and Vicest
President ARE VACANT!!! The club cannot continue operations after July 1 without a complete board!

TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
• Webmaster: John Pantoja, KM4FAM
• FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /…
• Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
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Regional Clubs
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
th
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (June 4 ) at the Thomas County EOC, 1202
Remington Avenue in Thomasville. Park behind the EOC building and use rear entrance.
No official dinner activity planned.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 145.170 (Reno) repeater, (-) offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.
Talk in is on 444.450 (+600, pl 94.8) For info: call Doug Bennight @ (850)528-5772 or email: k4gkj@arrl.net

Regional Nets
TARS News & Information Net
North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
North Florida Digital Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
Thomas County ARES Net
Grady County ARES Net
North Florida 6M SSB Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM

Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)

Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
Southwest Georgia ARES Net
SKYWARN Net

Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1st Thrs.)
Daily • 9:00 AM ET
except Sunday

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 8 PM ET
Tuesday • 8:15 PM ET
Daily • 6:55 AM ET
Daily • Noon ET
Daily • 7:30 PM ET
Sunday • 7 PM ET
Thursday • 8 PM ET
Thursday • 7:30 PM ET
Tuesday • 7:30 PM ET
Sunday • 8:30 PM ET
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM ET
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM ET
Third Thursday
7:30 PM ET (or after GA SSB Net)
Thursday • 9 PM ET
First Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

3950 kHz

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
3590 kHz PSK-31 Mode
145.170 MHz, - 600, 141.3
147.240 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, - 600, 141.3
50.150 MHz
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)
th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Repeaters

Capital Area Region

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website: (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).
Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

Greensboro

Gadsden

Greensboro

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

PL

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

400

Fusion

442.850 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

NX4DN

Fusion

147.390 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion DCS 023
WIREX Connected (Auto)

300

Gadsden

NX4DN

NXDN

444.125 +

94.8

NXDN World Wide Network

300

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

145.430 -

94.8

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Host of Echolink Node #3950

Tallahassee

Leon

444.800 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NX4DN

NXDN

444.175 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Wacissa

Jefferson

444.050 +

94.8

Thomasville

Thomas

145.370 -

141.3

Thomasville

Thomas

442.600 +

141.3

Reno

Grady

145.170 -

141.3

P-25

Fusion

Fusion

KE4URL

Yes

Aux or Remote Site

Height

TARS Talk-In

750
350

Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARnet) See Next Page

600
275
575

500
NXDN World Wide Network

CRMC (200)
TMH (200)

NXDN World Wide Network

175

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

600

• Please report any corrections, additions or deletions to Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net
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SARnet

Florida Statewide Amateur Radio Network

For More Information and Current SYSTEM STATUS visit: http://www.sarnetfl.com/

SARnet LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM MAP

The Statewide Amateur Radio
Network (“SARnet”) is a linked repeater
system positioned throughout greater
Florida
utilizing
the
self-sustaining
microwave communications infrastructure
of the state DOT. A great EmComm asset
during hurricane season!

ALL Hams Encouraged to Use the Network!
In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8 PL) repeater or the Madison 444.200 (94.8 PL) repeater. As this
is a “linked” system, each ham must take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is essentially a
super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly populated areas of Florida, each having to identify. If
you have any questions or issues with use of the SARnet – contact Randy Pierce, AG4UU, at: piercer2381@gmail.com

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
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TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

th

TARS – ARRL: JUNE 7 at 7 p.m.
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of
th
Tuesday, June 7 , at The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115
Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at
7:00 p.m. Also, a second ARRL VE exam session will be held at the
th
TARS Field Day site at 10 a.m., Saturday June 25 !
- - - Upgrade exam is FREE upon passing first exam! - - Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check.
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net for more details.
TARC – Laurel VEC: Please Contact TARC To Schedule
Offering an exam session once a month on the third Saturday of each
th
month (June 18 ) at 10:00 a.m. at the Thomas County EOC located at
1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA. Two forms of ID are
required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to process. Please
note that test sessions may require forward notice of attendance.
A Field Day exam session may also be available: Please enquire!

THE TARC EXAM SESSIONS ARE FREE!
For inquiries please contact: (W5YI VE) Alan Slaughter, kg4gav kg4gav@gmail.com (850)933-1574
For general information and updates please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/

Resource Links

Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com
NAQCC – http://www.naqcc.info/
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org
Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com
QST (Digital Online and Archives) – http://www.arrl.org/qst
The Printed Circuit – http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/
Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net
Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm
Podcasts
RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
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Publication

350+ Subscribers and Growing!

Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH
Find out about TARS events, pass information and ask questions via Facebook.
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse.
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club.
Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH and http://k4tlh.net/
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS Send in photos of your
shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family enjoying
radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever… The Printed
Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you!
We Want You To Write For US Readers and writers are encouraged
to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and howto’s for publication. Public service announcements are welcome… The
Printed Circuit is sent to well over 350+ email recipients, so why not use
this publication to share the hobby you love?
1 page max for
PSA/news, 5 pages max for articles. (All Negotiable)
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or
corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as news
write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, local nets, repeaters,
frequencies or etc., please forward that information to us at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at
k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future newsletters
publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the
following month’s edition.
At NO Cost The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!
Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis. Please
consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these
newsletters a “great read.” Monetary contributions are encouraged to be
made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc., which depends on
your support. You may also consider donating your time and talents by
writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be
considered for publication. The Printed Circuit is MORE than just a club
newsletter!
Distribution The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a
PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the following
TARS business meeting. Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however
you may consider sending us any new addresses for interested
recipients. Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be
readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and http://k4tlh.net/indexof-newsletter-articles/
E-mail Addresses Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email address:
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO)
K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at
k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the
newsletter and would like to have your address removed. PLEASE
STIPULATE IF YOU WISH TO ONLY RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER via
your email address. Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to
receive this free publication.

Find the newest edition of The Printed
Circuit as well as back-issues and past
articles organized by topic at:
http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
Publication Deadline
The deadline for monthly
th
publication is the 20 of the prior month. Corrections
and/or additions may not be possible within a week
prior to publication.
Content/Copyright Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not
responsible for the views or opinions (expressed in the works)
of any individual or organization published within, and are
those of the individual author(s). The Printed Circuit is not
explicitly representative of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The
Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit publication, intended for
educational use and public distribution. Articles and photos
MAY be reprinted or re-distributed without permission, only if
written content and photos are not altered except for layout.
Please give source for quotation. If you desire to re-print any
material, a specific electronic copy can be provided for your
convenience – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor),
at k4icy@arrl.net. The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society,
Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license
over ALL submitted material. All content published is subject
to copyright, which means that The Printed Circuit and
subsequently, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society may
re-distribute and use all material as seen fit – but grants the
submitting author(s) their original copyright privileges. ALL
submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and
irrevocably becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur
Radio Society, Inc. within the scope of its intended use with
respect to this publication and TARS media such as public
relations and advertising. Submission author(s) may request
future retraction (subject to approval) or removal of
submission prior to print. Unless instructed not to, the
editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content
WITHOUT author(s) approval. Please do NOT submit
prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is
given explicitly and such material has been granted
permission and is licensed for re-use! As it is impossible
to verify the source of all text and image content submitted,
The Printed Circuit and The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society, Inc. cannot be held solely liable for damages due to
unintended infringement in whole or part. In the event that a
rights-holder to any submitted material presses legal action
for compensation of infringement, the submitting author(s)
must be held responsible and must cover damages.

All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2016 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

NT9K “Spar”
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
Updated 10/29/15

This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have
not changed any information from last year, merely complete the form
with your name, indicate your member type and ARRL membership status
and make payment to TARS.

Membership Status:
•
•
•
•

Individual; Single member; full voting privileges.
Family; Single member, plus participating family members residing at the same address; all members have full
voting privileges. Complete a form for each member.
Student; Free for students (elementary school through college) with ID; all rights and privileges except voting.
Introductory; Free until the end of year (next year for December) for anyone who passed Amateur Licensing
Exam facilitated by TARS; all rights and privileges except voting.

If no personal information has changed, current memberships can be renewed simply by making payment to TARS.
You must be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society; however, any non-licensed radio enthusiast may
attend the TARS business meetings and functions. Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are
only $20 per individual or family (complete a form for each family member.) Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.70 per month.) After
st
September, they drop to $5.00. Dues paid after November 1 are applied to the next year. Individuals wishing to
reinstate their expired membership status must reapply and pay full dues ($20) for the current year. TARS is a “not-forprofit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater maintenance and TARS events. Most of TARS’s
revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check (or
cash) along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly TARS business
meeting and give it to the Treasurer - or mail your check and completed form to:
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315
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