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The Next TARS Meeting  -  Thursday, May 5
th

     

7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross  –  1115 Easterwood Drive 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month. 

Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8) 

       Join us Thursday, May 5
th

, at 7:00 p.m. at the American Red 

Cross for a very special presentation.  Chris Wilson, N0CSW, 

National Sales Manager of Yaesu USA has scheduled a 

presentation for TARS on the Yaesu System Fusion digital repeater 

system [tentative.]  Fusion has culled wide interest for the Amateur 

Radio community for its attractive price point and digital scalability.  

Learn more about it at the May TARS meeting. - See you all there! 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events   Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information 

 
MAY 
 
May 5 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 
  Discuss slate for Officers 
  Elections… 
  Visit from Yaesu… 

 
JUNE 
 
June 2 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
   Elections & FD Prep… 
 
June 7 (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
 

 
FIELD DAYFEBRUARY 
 
June 25-26 (Full Weekend) 
-  (25

th
) 8 am: Setup / GOTA 

-  10 am: VE Testing 
-  12 pm: Lunch 
-  2 pm: ON-AIR CONTEST 
-  6 pm: Dinner 
-  (26

th
) 2 pm: Tear-Down 

 
JULY 
 
June 7 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
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From The President 

 
       They say that timing is everything.  I have been waiting for the perfect day to spread fertilizer on the grass 

in the front and back yards.  It has to be done so that it rains soon after since I don’t water.  Today, Friday, 

April 22nd, was perfect.  Weather forecasters predicted rain in the afternoon, so from about 11:00 AM until just 

after noon I drove the tractor with the spreader around the yard.  After cleaning and putting away everything, it 

started raining.  Not just a drizzle but a real gusher.  Almost a half inch fell in the first half hour. 

 

       After cleaning up and having lunch I realized that, as usual, that this letter was late and I sat at the 

computer thinking of words of wisdom to share.  Nothing came to me…     

 

       April is turning out as predicted, busy but nothing earth-shattering.  The balloon launch, VE test session 

and club meeting came and went.  I wanted to work the Holyland Contest; I had placed 1st North America - 

SSB for the past two years but solar conditions caused any real attempt to prove impossible so I just didn’t try.  

During the month I did work some DX and even some ATNO’s, All Time New Ones.  My country totals now 

stand at 320 out of the possible 339.  This coming weekend I am going to try the Helvetica Contest, 

Switzerland vs. the world.   

 

       May is always an interesting month.  Dayton-related activities seem to always take up the first half of the 

month and the second half is usually consumed by catching up with the things I was supposed to get done 

during the first half.  I keep saying that this year will be my last trip to Dayton.  Since 1984 I have only missed 

twice.  Someone always says the magic words and away I go.  This month is also my 48th wedding 

anniversary.  Linda has put up with me for a long time.  I am fortunate to have married the perfect person to 

match me and never complain, too loudly, about my ham radio activities and she is even willing to go with me 

sometimes.  

 

       The May club meeting should prove to be interesting.  Yaesu Radio Company was invited, and they 

accepted, to speak about the System Fusion radio system.  We have sent out inquiries to insure that all is still 

a go for the club meeting, but as of this date no response has been received.  Fingers are crossed. 

June has Field Day and election of officers for the coming year.  If you have not held an office, please consider 

sharing your talents and giving back by running for a position and help lead the club. 

 

73,  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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Circuit Traces    News and General Items of Interest 

 

 

3…2…1…   with that, Florida State University professor Dr. Paul 

Marty released the balloon allowing it to soar into the sky.   

 

       The launch of the balloon was a student-run project through the Exploring 

Emerging Technologies class (IFS 2097) at Florida State University’s School of 

Information.  First and second year students from various academic backgrounds 

joined forces, and utilizing their knowledge and skills, created and launched a 

weather balloon. The goal was to capture 360 degree footage of its journey into 

space, with 3D printed FSU torches attached to the side. This class was split into 

five teams: mechanics, tracking, printing, social and video.  Together these 

teams, under the direction of Dr. Marty, worked during the spring 2016 semester 

to take FSU where no Seminole has gone before: outer space.  

 

  

       The launch of the balloon was from Florida State University’s 

intramural field, which provided a suitable wide-open location devoid 

of trees or other obstacles that could snag the balloon or the payload. 

The day was perfect — no surface winds, not a cloud in the sky, and 

a relatively slow moving jet stream immediately overhead — and 

Monday, April 4, 2016 was perfect.  

       The weather balloon was inflated with enough helium to lift the 

payload more than 20,000 meters high.  Attached to the balloon was 

a parachute, designed to stay closed during the ascent and open 

automatically after the weather balloon burst.  According to 

calculations, it would take approximately 30 minutes for the payload 

to return to earth.  Careful timing of both ascent and descent rates 

was essential, to eliminate the risk to the payload landing in the 

Atlantic Ocean. 

       Attached to the parachute was the payload, a 12 inch by 4 inch 

rectangle of plywood.  On the top surface of the payload, was an 

Eagle Flight Computer with a Temperature Pressure Sensor and an 

APRS Radio Transmitter. Combined, these devices would 

continuously broadcast the payload’s location and altitude, along with 

current weather conditions, throughout the flight.  Also attached was 

a SPOT satellite tracker, which allowed the tracking of the balloon’s 

location using satellite networks.  With two devices — the APRS 

Radio Transmitter and the SPOT Satellite Tracking System — 

providing GPS coordinates, it was hoped to be able to track the 

balloon in the air and on the ground in real time. 

 

       To help locate the payload after landing, a short-range (Bluetooth) Tile 

phone finder had been installed, locating the payload by sound, assuming 

you could get within 30 feet of the payload.  Underneath the payload, was 

attached a 3D-printed GoPro Hero 3 camera rig, which included mounts for 

six cameras pointing in six different directions. However, only five cameras 

were used.  The sixth would have pointed straight up. 

       Hanging down from the payload, such that they would be visible in front 

of two of the five cameras, were two copies of the FSU Torches seal. The 

launch itself was flawless.  The cameras, the SPOT Satellite Tracker, Eagle 

Flight Computer, and APRS Radio Transmitter were all functioning. 
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        Tracking the balloon and payload across North 

Florida in real time on a smart phone using both the 

SPOT satellite tracker and the APRS radio transmitter 

(http://aprs.fi/) turned out to be a great idea, as it gave 

confidence to know exactly where the balloon was at 

all times.  Using the SPOT satellite tracker, the 

location was constantly tweeted.  Plus the 

broadcasting on afrs.fi of K4TLH-11, (Tallahassee 

Amateur Radio Society’s club call and this balloon’s 

ID), gave many people the ability to track the flight at 

the same time! 

       The winds were blowing almost exactly due east.  

Tracking was easy driving east on I-10.  The balloon 

reached a height of 20,333 meters (66,709 feet) 

before it popped over Madison, FL, at which point the 

parachute deployed, and the payload floated back to 

earth.  It landed (almost exactly two hours after 

launch) in a Potash Mine in White Springs, FL.  With 

the assistance provided by the employees of Potash 

Corp, the payroll was located and recovered.  

More information on the class and the flight of the 

balloon can be found at http://torch.pmarty.org. 
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System Fusion  

       If all goes as planned, Chris Wilson, N0CSW of Cypress, CA, the National Sales Manager of Yaesu USA, will be the 

speaker at the next TARS business meeting on May 5
th
.  Hams in the Tallahassee area are now able to take advantage of 

this new digital/analog hybrid system now installed on various local repeaters.  Bring your interest and questions. 

Officers Needed 

       Throughout the years, TARS has served the greater Tallahassee area as both a mechanism and forum for like-

minded radio enthusiasts and a stalwart guardian in local emergency communications preparedness.  If you believe that 

TARS is valuable to you as a ham and the community, why not give back to your club and serve as an officer?  Why 

should you not take this request lightly?  Because when Field Day has passed and July rolls in, if there is not a complete 

board of officers in place for the next year, according to the bylaws and state law, TARS will cease to operate!  A full slate 

needs to be ratified by the June meeting where elections must be held.  TARS President Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, Vice 

President, Phil “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN, and Treasurer, Norm Scholer, K4GFD are stepping down!  It is strongly 

suggested that the membership as a whole consider candidacy choices ASAP!  Stepping up as an officer is a privileged 

way to show your love and devotion for the greatest hobby in the world. 

  

Boots on the Ground for 

TARS/ARRL Field Day 2016 

 

       Get your gear and get ready to take 

it to the great outdoors!  The greatest 

Amateur Radio event of the year takes 

place on the fourth FULL weekend of 

June 25
th
 and 26

th
.  The TARS / ARRL 

Field Day event takes great planning 

and is a sight be behold.  Experience 

the frenzy of 40,000 hams in the US and 

Canada fighting for QSO points in an 

emergency-communications 

environment.  Enjoy grilled food, help 

install antennas and real stations.  

Whether you’re a grizzled veteran of the 

Amateur Radio front line, a newbie Tech 

licensee or a just someone with a 

curious interest in radio, electronics, or 

emergency preparedness -  

EVERYONE is invited! 

 

       More about the TARS Field Day will 

be discussed at both the May and June 

meeting including what will happen that 

weekend for those visiting as well as 

securing the necessary logistic involved 

in making this event the legendary 

success it has traditionally been. 

 

 

       If you have any questions or would like to contribute to this awesome effort; with time, talent and/or equipment, the 

man to talk to is John Pantoja, KM4FAM and he can be reached at: hajji.himself@gmail.com 



 

TALLAHASSEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  SOCIETY     THE  PRINTED  CIRCUIT     MAY 2016 7 

 

  

 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society K4TLH.net will sponsor an Amateur 

Radio Technician License Class on Saturday, June 11th 2016.  The class will 

run from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM (with a VE Exam Session following the class) and be 

held at The Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross, 1115 Easterwood 

Drive in Tallahassee (near Tom Brown Park).  This will be a one day class..with a 

short break for lunch. Morse code is no longer required for an Amateur Radio 

License.  There is no charge for the class.  A $15.00 Exam Fee (cash or check) will 

be collected at the beginning of the VE Testing Session following the class.  Please 

bring a photo id for the testing session.   

Before you take the VE License Exam, you need to sign up for a FCC FRN Number FCC FRN 

Registration. (http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home)  Follow the link and click on “New User 

Register”, it will ask for your SSN one time during registration.  The FCC FRN number is safer than using your 

SSN when you take VE Exams and complete the paperwork to apply for your FCC Amateur Radio License. 

Bring this FRN Number when you come to the License Class on June 11th! 

Interested students should order/borrow a copy of the current ARRL License Manual (Technician) with the 

Exam Practice Software (Windows PC) CD before the class and review the material and 

question pool before the class meets on June 11th. The License Manual may be ordered 

online directly from the ARRL* ARRL LicenARRL License Manualse Manual for $29.95, or 

one of the local book stores. (http://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-Education-and-Training/)  

A copy of all the current Question Pools (Technician, General and Extra) may be downloaded 

from ARRL Question Pool or NCVEC Question Pool (NCVEC.org).  You may wish to try one 

of the “on-line” practice exams in addition to the CD software that comes with the License 

Manual.  QRZ-Hamtests is one of the more popular ones available...the ARRL also has recently started an on-

line exam review.  You can sign up with a free account and it will remember what question areas you need to 

work on before you take the “real license exam”. 

 

For more information contact Phil Ashler N4IPH@ARRL.net. 

(Links for non-electronic version of the flyer)             PLEASE RE-PRINT AND POST THIS FLYER WHERE DESIRED

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society     http://k4tlh.net/        TallyAmateurRadio@gmail.com  

QRZ-Hamtests   http://www.qrz.com/hamtest/   

ARRL Getting Licensed http://www.arrl.org/getting-licensed  

ARRL Question Pool   http://www.arrl.org/question-pools   

ARRL Exam Review  http://arrlexamreview.appspot.com/  

ARRL License Manual   http://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-Education-and-Training/    

NCVEC Question Pool  http://ncvec.org/  

FCC FRN Registration  http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home  

HandiHam.org Technician Pool (Questions and Correct Answers in MP3 Audio Format) 

https://handiham.org/local/blind/2014-2018_technician_pool.htm   
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Scouting and Amateur Radio    By Phil Ashler, N4IPH 
 

 

 

       Were you ever in the Scouting program?  Chances are that a good portion of you reading 

this were involved with the Scouting movement either in your youth or in an adult leadership 

position.  It may have been the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts or Explorers (now called Venturing) if 

you are male.  Girls have the opportunity to take part in number of groups including the Daisies, 

Brownies, Juniors, Cadets and Seniors.  If you were not involved as a youth, chances are pretty 

good that you may have been a volunteer or have participated to some extent when your 

children were growing up. 

 

       Over the years, children participating in these programs have been exposed to unique 

learning experiences and team-building challenges, learning to work together on various 

projects.  Along with fostering collaboration, the Scouting program also encourages self-

reliance and individual accountability through the Merit Badge program in which its youth plan 

individual projects, follow them through to approval and ultimately, through a regimen of 

achievements and advancements, complete with an accomplishment such as the Boy Scout 

Eagle Rank. 

 

       So what does Scouting and Amateur Radio have in common you might ask?  Two of the first 

relationships between these groups occurred in 1918 with the introduction of the Wireless Merit Badge and 

the Radio Merit Badge in 1923.  Later on, the Boy’s Life Radio Club was established and in 1971 the call-

sign K2BSA was issued by the FCC to the national organization.  There are a number of activities, awards 

and several Merit Badges that Scouts can earn on their way to the Eagle Rank that involve radio, electricity 

and electronics.  There are several Merit Badges relating primarily to Amateur Radio including the Radio 

Merit Badge, the Electronics Merit Badge and the Electricity Merit Badge. 

 

       Recently, the Morse Code Interpreter Strip and the Amateur Radio Operator were made available and 

over the past month I’ve had the opportunity to teach the Radio Merit Badge to 12 Scouts in Troop 109.  It 

was a challenge for me, because I hadn’t taught a Merit Badge class for almost 25 years!  Thanks to Google 

  

 

 and YouTube my job was a little bit easier and I found several very good websites that provided 

up-to-date requirements and information that could be used in the class including several work-

books.  I knew I had to pique their interest in Amateur Radio at the very first meeting, so I found a 

very good video from RSGB on YouTube showing Scouts participating in the JOTA (Jamboree On 

The Air.)  The part that amused the Scouts the most was the “British Accent” and the video 

showing Scouts actually making contacts during the yearly event. 

 

       I told them that’s what you hear on Amateur Radio!  When operating on HF you are exposed 

to a variety of foreign accents and you talk to people from all walks of life and from all locales, 

many that you may never talk to again.  This was a great opportunity to plug one of the Radio 

Merit Badge requirements, the Phonetic Alphabet.  I explained how it helps understand another 

station’s call sign through all the noise from the other stations trying to make contact and the 

importance of using a standard Phonetic Alphabet.  Another requirement was to participate in a 

real or simulated net, using proper identification and a few “Q” Signals to show how we meet on 

the air in an organized discussion. 

 

       We gathered around in a circle in the meeting room and each Scout was given a made up call sign 

and followed a prepared script.  We had everyone check into the net using the issued call sign and the 

Phonetic Alphabet.  A few Scouts made some announcements about an antenna raising party and a Merit 

Badge Class meeting and asked for the other Scouts to volunteer.  To spice things up a little, I had one of 

the Scouts break into the net with some simulated EMERGENCY TRAFFIC concerning a bad accident on 

I-10 and that he needed someone to call FHP since he didn’t have his cellphone.  Another Scout checked 

into the net, and said that he was on the line with the FHP and they needed a few details.  They decided to 

switch to another repeater to allow the regular net to continue, the Scout described where the accident 

occurred, how severe the impact appeared to be. 
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       The last meeting of the Merit Badge Class was held on April 18
th

 when 

we set up a portable station near the T-109 Scout fire pit.  Several of the 

Scouts assisted with setting up the dipole antenna between two trees.  We 

had everything set up in about 20 minutes, turned on my trusty Kenwood 

TS-440S, went to 20 meters and started tuning up and down the band - 

where was everyone?  We heard a very weak New Hampshire station and 

a few from Puerto Rico, but mostly a lot of noise.  Has this ever happened 

to you?  You go to demonstrate Amateur Radio to a group and can’t find 

anyone to talk to with everyone standing around. 

 

We tried a few CQ’s and still….. nothing. 

 

       I reminded the Scouts that HF conditions can change from one day to the next and even from morning to afternoon.  Just then the 

Scoutmaster called everyone inside for a discussion of the upcoming camping trip.  I invited the Troop to come out to Field Day and 

would get the location and other information to them after our next TARS meeting.  I pulled the radio equipment out of the car the next 

afternoon, hooked everything back up and turned on 20 meters again and within a few minutes I worked Belgium, Croatia, Italy and 

England all with 5/9 reports!  It never fails when you try to do a demo. 

       Merit Badges are just one of the ways you can introduce Amateur Radio to the 

Scouts.  The yearly world-wide JOTA event in October is another, although many 

Scouting Councils don’t seem to be interested in participating anymore.  K2BSA is the 

home call of the National Organization is located in Grapevine, Texas, and participates 

in just about all the Scouting events.  Recently, ICOM has provided equipment and 

grants to support K2BSA and JOTA in generating interest in Amateur Radio.  In earlier 

newsletter articles I’ve mentioned the new Morse Code Interpreter strip and the 

Amateur Radio Operator strip available to Scouts and Leaders that complete the 

requirements.  According to the K2BSA webpage, in recent years there have been 

over 1.3 million Scouts, 11 thousand stations and 157 countries participating in the 

JOTA event.  Mike, K4ICY, has several pictures on his webpage showing many of our 

TARS members participating in the 2009 Jamboree at St. George Island, operating 

multiple stations during that years JOTA event.  James, KG4YZM, also held a Radio 

Merit Badge Class in the afternoon for interested Scouts and Leaders which was very 

well attended. 

 

 
 

       For the past few years there has been very little interest for participating in 

the yearly JOTA in the Tallahassee area.  I don’t remember anyone mentioning 

it at the TARS meetings except for a few announcements preceding the event.  

If you, your children or grandchildren are involved with any of the Scouting or 

any other applicable youth programs, why not plan on operating the third 

weekend in October (14
th

, 15
th
 & 16

th
) 2016.  You can even operate from home, 

your backyard or set up a portable station at one of the local parks and invite 

the Scouts or other groups over to participate.  If you would like them to get a 

head start on JOTA, have them visit our Field Day event in late June.  We’ll 

have the GOTA station set up most of the day and they can get on the air 

before the event starts at 2:00 PM. 

 

        If you’re not into the Scouting Program and 

would still like have your children or grandchildren 

connect with other children on the Amateur bands, 

you can make plans for the next ARRL’s Kids Day 

on Saturday June 18
th

, 2016.  The event runs from 

1800 UTC until 2359 UTC, so it shouldn’t interfere 

with morning sports programs.  The contact 

exchange seems a little strange but should be 

interesting to children; your name and favorite color, 

but sometimes it’s hard enough to get young 

children to say anything at all when you put a 

microphone in front of them. 
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       While looking for some information for this article, I found an interesting website by NC4FB called the “Kid Friendly” Technician 

License Exam (2014 – 2018) Self-Study Program.  The study guide uses a “straight memorization” method with no theory or 

explanation of the material.  When I checked the website there were two comments about the system.  An 11 year old was only missing 

about 2 questions on each section after only 2 days of practice; the other comment was a dad that was going to try the system with his 

7 and 8 year old children. 

       Take a look around the room at the next TARS meeting.  How many young people do you think will be there?  Considering the 

adult Ham members attending today, many were indeed a part of the hobby when they were youth and were in attendance at their 

meetings.  Where are our future Hams today?  We need to support the Radio Scouting movement and consider boosting participation 

in events such as JOTA, Kids Day and the School Club Round Up.   Let me know if you are interested in getting involved and hopefully 

TARS can help set up a JOTA station next October. 

I want to thank Tom, K5ND, at K2BSA.net for allowing me to use the images from the K2BSA website for this article. 

73 de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net 

Scouting & Amateur Radio Links: 

K2BSA Information   www.k2bsa.net/infographic/  

JOTA (Background)   www.scouting.org/jota.aspx  

Scouting JOTA 2016 Countdown www.k2bsa.net/jota-countdown/  

ICOM Support for JOTA and K2BSA www.k2bsa.net/icom-jota-support/  www.k2bsa.net/icom/  

K2GW-Radio Merit Badge Information k2gw.tripod.com/radiomeritbadge/  

Mike, K4ICY, 2009 St. George Island JOTA Pictures www.k4icy.com/jota09.htm 

ARRL KIDS DAY, June 18, 2016 (certificate also available) www.arrl.org/kids-day 

NC4FB Kids Friendly Tech License www.nc4fb.org/wordpress/kid-friendly-technician-license-exam-2014-2018-self-study-program/  

 

The Trading Post   Equipment and Services 

 

 
CW GOODIES 

MFJ-971 Tuner $100.00 

MFJ-564 Paddles $50.00 

Contact Art Marshall, W1FJI at: art-marshall@comcast.net 

 
A Good VHF/UHF Station in Need of a Good Home 
 

FT-8800 with prog. cable 

Signal link USB 

External speaker 

Mag. antenna and 

  j-pole antenna  

Misc. Cables and wiring 

 

All items with 

under 10 hours of use! 

$ 350 FIRM 

 

Contact Richard Abt, KK4WFA at: kk4wfa@gmail.com  

  or call 850-570-0005  

  

RADIO-RELATED ADS ARE FREE! 
Know a local radio repair service or parts 

source?  Give them a boost here! 

 

 

3  MONTHS – 350+ READERS –  FREE! 

 
BUY – SELL – TRADE… As-Is, New, or Whatever! 

If you have ANY personal amateur radio items 
that you would like to sell or there is something 
you need, we will publish requests in The 
Printed Circuit (subject to editorial review.)  
Please submit your requests to the newsletter 
editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at 
k4icy@arrl.net  by the 20

th
 of the month.  

Please supply photos and descriptions if 
possible.  You will get three months of FREE 
ad space here unless otherwise specified. 
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Big Radio Fun in a Small Package    By Art Marshall, W1FJI  

 

       QRP, which means to operate using low power, typically with 5 watts or less, is an aspect of the Amateur 

Radio hobby that seems to be growing in popularity at a very rapid pace.  I've been seeing more newly-formed 

QRP groups popping up on the Internet as well as new QRP groups on Facebook.  Obviously, some of these 

groups are not limited to just CW activity and I've noticed a rise in SSB QRP activity, especially in conjunction with 

SOTA (Summits On The Air.)  You can find out more about SOTA at http://www.sota.org.uk/  In many cases the 

members of this group continually activates various mountain summits from around the world. 

 

 

       When you look at the overall picture, it’s safe to say that for the majority of those operating QRP portably, CW is still the preference 

over SSB.  I've been observing which radios used out there, and in particular, which are being used mostly for portable operating.  This 

list is not in order of popularity by no means, but I see many using the Elecraft KX3, KX1, the Youkits HB1B MKII and MKIII, along with 

the TJ2B and TJ5A, the Yeasu 817, the LNR Mountain topper from a KD1JV design, MFJ QRP radios including both CW and SSB 

types, and ones from Oak Hill Research.  There are also several other models made from kits like the Tuna Tin and SW+ series and of 

course, there’s the homebrew variety. 

       Some QRP stations I've worked have used many different types of commercial radios at their home locations that will get down to 5 

watt input for QRP CW.  I can also say I've worked many stations running 50 to 100 watts, so the power level isn’t an issue, I honestly 

enjoy all of my CW QSOs, and am thankful for the many home stations that choose to QSO with me as I'm only running 3 watts.  It's 

also very gratifying when the station I'm chatting with tells me that they’re also running QRP, that ways I can count them as a 2XQRP 

QSO.  At the time I'm writing this, I've noticed LNR has just come out with two new QRP radios, the new LD-11, sporting 11 bands, and 

the new Mountain Topper MTR5B sporting 5 bands.   

 
 

My radio setup plugged into the van’s 115 VAC inverter 

       Antenna wise, for portable operating, I use everything from 

EFHW (end-fed half-wave antenna,) wire dipoles, verticals, Ham-

Stick (dipoles and verticals,) Buddipoles, MP1, and everything in 

between.  I prefer to use a hand key personally, and any other 

QRP ham you meet on the air are likely to use everything from 

straight keys to bugs, and even ‘iambic’ keyers.  Like I've 

mentioned previously, it all depends on what you like and feel 

comfortable using.  In past issues I've provided links to others 

who go out and operate in the great outdoors like K1PID, 

WA3ATB and others.  I’ve also seen lots of activity with regard to 

the 100
th

 anniversary of the National Parks Service, or NPOTA 

event sponsored by the ARRL for 2016.  More information is 

available at arrl.org of course. 

 

       So just what does it take, hardware-wise, to leave the safe 

confines of my home and venture out into the wilds of Podunk 

Hollow to play radio?  After all, I just might come face to face with 

a wild butterfly or worse, Smokey the Bear.  I'm not one for 

operating where there are crowds, and I would rather sit and be 

one with nature.  I thought it might be fun to have a small show 

and tell on just what I bring along on some of my outings. 

 
       My portable operation is done from either inside or outside of the van.  Ok, so there's a fine line between operating mobile and 

portable.  I’ve elected to say I'm “portable” when inside the van parked anywhere as long as the van is not in motion.  I'm also portable 

when I'm sitting at a picnic table and using one of the antennas mounted on the van. I know I've mentioned this before, but, please 

remember to bring a copy on your ham radio licenses with you when operating portable or mobile. 

       In the van I have my tool box which (obviously) contains tools.  To me, insulators, wire, connectors, soldering equipment, an AC 

power cable, and et cetera, are all tools.  I try to have everything handy I would need to operate from inside the van as well as from 

outside the van, depending if I use AC or DC for power.  The van comes equipped with two 12 VDC outlets up front, one DC outlet in 

the very back which is rated for 10 amps.  There is also a DC-to-AC inverter in the back which is rated for an output of 115 VAC at 10 

amps.  Likewise, I can leave the confines of the van, but still use my roof mounted Ham Stick antenna, as I have two additional lengths 

of 52 ohm coax, one 30 ft in length and the other at 10 ft. 
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       If I decide to get away from the van my EFHW (with a 9:1 UNUN) can be 

strung up in many configurations.  I also carry a 50 ft AC extension cord.  Most of 

the time I operate from the front of the van using the fused cable that comes 

direct from the battery, or I can use the internal battery in the radio. 

 

       My kit now contains my HB1B radio and my new, ultra-compact T1 auto-

tuner.   You may ask, why would I want the Elecraft T1 over the MFJ-971 tuner?  

Well, mostly for smaller size and the fact that it is automatic.  Weight was not a 

factor at all!  The T1 is powered by any 9V battery and the only issue I have with 

the T1 is that there is no ON/OFF switch.  But that’s not a big deal because the 

T1 uses so little power that the 9V battery will last for months.  When you plan on 

not using the T1 for a while, simply flip the battery over in its case so that its 

terminals don’t make contact.  [Users of the Elecraft T1 suggest using a lithium 

9V battery for its longer shelf-life and better leak protection over that of a 

standard alkaline type.]  Since both the rig and tuner are battery powered I can 

operate “off the grid.”  Complete freedom! 

 
 

Shown here are 3 out of 4 of the main components to my 
QRP station (antenna not shown.)  The T1 makes the 

HB1B look huge! 
 

 

 

       Once my new T1 arrived I was eager to set it up and give it a try.  Elecraft 

offers the T1 in two flavors, in kit-form and a factory-built version.  [The kit version is 

NOT recommended for inexperienced builders as it requires the installation of over 

a dozen micro-mini relays, the winding of many toroid inductors and among many 

discrete components, the installation of a notably difficult, fairly large EPROM IC]  

The T1’s input and output uses BNC connectors, and lucky for me I just happened 

to have two BNC to PL-259 adapters handy.  The T1 also has a grounding terminal 

if you plan on using a long-wire antenna system.  Once everything was connected it 

was now time to try the T1 out with what is called the “smoke test,” and it’s always 

an exciting moment with a new gadget at the first press of the ‘tune’ button.  I need 

not over-emphasize the importance of looking over the instruction manual first! 

 

       I depressed the ‘tune’ button and listened to its tiny relays clatter through its steps until it found a great [inductor/capacitor network] 

match, and then it stopped.  It worked just like it talked about in the manual, and found a match the first time!  I then wanted to see how 

far from that frequency I could move without having to recalculate the match.  [The T1 does not auto-sense, so run the tuning process 

for each major frequency change.]  So far I'm impressed with its small size, light weight, and great performance.  If it continues to 

perform as expected, then the MFJ-971 is for sale. 

       On April 9
th
, KA1BOF and I decided to drive down to Panacea, Fl., but first a little breakfast at “Smash n’ Crash,” (what we 

affectionately call the Waffle House.)  We arrived at our location at Mash Island Park just off of Mashes Sands Rd., and got as near to 

the water’s edge as we could.  Now it was time to get set up.  The weather was great, 75F with just a slight breeze.  From where we 

parked we could watch the small boats coming in.  Today I'm using my new T1 tuner with my Ham Sticks (mounted on my van’s roof) 

for the first time on 20 and 40 meters.  All in all, this location was a success!  I worked a VA2 from Montreal Quebec on 20 for over a 

half hour and a K4 from NC on 40 for another half hour.  KA1BOF and I had a great time and my 3 watts did good.  The station from NC 

was running 5 watts so I could count it as a 2XQRP QSO.  From there we pulled up stakes and headed to a local pub in St. Marks for a 

beer or two, some gumbo and blackened grouper. 

       On the 14
th

, although it was very overcast with a light rain, and some QRN, I set up not far from my home with the 20 meter stick 

mounted on the roof of the van.  Since I had limited time I wanted to see if I could work anyone.  The band really didn't sound too good 

but I wanted to give it a try, but after about 35 minutes and no contacts I decided to shut down and move on with errands I needed to 

get done.  There is always tomorrow.  In a never ending quest to locate some place to operate portable from, I’ve happened upon none 

other than the Governor’s Square Mall here in Tallahassee.  Most of the parking lot is full on all sides except the east side.  Likewise, up 

on 27 North at the Lake Jackson boat ramp is a nice location and I plan on considering that site for the near future. 

       By the way, Dave Benson, K1SWL, of Small World Labs, who designed and supplied QRP kits from 1996 until 2013, has just come 

up with a new QRP radio design and it sure looks great.  The first radio of his new design is an 80 meter QRP radio.  A 20 meter radio 

is also being built and sounds like Dave may have plans for either a dual or multi-band radio.  If you’re interested in kit-building, then try 

QRPME.COM.  They have quite an assortment.  Another adventure of ham radio fun awaits!  Really now, what are y'all waitin’ for.  

Pack up y’alls radio, head to some place (any place) and enjoy the great weather and the out-of-doors, and don't forget to bring yalls 

dawg along! 

Until next time - 73!  Art Marshall, W1FJI, art-marshall@comcast.net 
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Ham Happenings   On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX  

 

 
 
Contest and QSO Parties 

07 May 0001Z - 2359Z May 8  10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW  http://www.ten-ten.org  

07 May  1300Z - 0700Z May 8 7th Call Area QSO Party  http://7qp.org  

07 May  1500Z - 0300Z May 8 Indiana QSO Party  http://www.hdxcc.org/inqp  

07 May  1700Z - 2359Z May 8 Delaware QSO Party   http://www.fsarc.org  

7 May  2000Z - 2359Z May 3 New England QSO Party  http://www.neqp.org  

14 May  1400Z - 0200Z May 15 Arkansas QSO Party  www.arkqsoparty.com 

28 May  0000Z - 2359Z May 29 CQ WW WPX Contest, CW  http://www.cqwpx.com 

 
Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW 

DX    

From To Prefix Call 

 

01-May  20-May  3V  TS60ID   

01-May  01-Jun  9H  9H3DJ  

01-May  15-Dec  CE9  8T2BH  

01-May  28-Feb  CE9  DP0GVN   

01-May  01-Sep  D3  D3YL  

01-May  30-Jun  DL  DL20GDXF   

01-May  17-Nov  HH  HH2/VA3MPG  

01-May  20-Nov  I  II0IEM  

01-May  27-May  JA  8J2SMT   

01-May  15-May  JD1/M  JG8NQJ/JD1   

01-May  30-Sep  JX  JX9JKA   

01-May  ???  KH8  KH8/KC0W  

01-May  30-Jun  LX  LX95J   

01-May  23-May  OZ  5Q2T (EU-172)     

01-May  31-Oct  T6  T6PB    

01-May  16-Jun  UA  RT73xx   

01-May  07-May  UN  UP50LWZ   

01-May  14-Jun  XE  4A1DX     

01-May  13-Jul  HR  HR5/F2JD    

01-May  30-Oct  TA  TC2016ANT   

01-May  10-May  E5/S  E51DLD   

01-May  06-May  JD1/O  JD1BOI, JD1BMH   

01-May  02-May  7X  7Y9LI  

01-May  03-May  V3  V31OK (NA-073)  

01-May  17-May  YJ  YJ0CS  

01-May  02-May  9M6  9M8RC (OC-165)     

01-May  06-May  DL  DG5LAC (EU-042)    

01-May  07-May  F  TM6U (EU-081)    

01-May  04-May  FS  FS/FM5BH   

01-May  06-May  GM  MM1LOL (EU-008)  

01-May  08-May  PJ7  PJ7/FM5BH   

01-May  31-May  PY  ZY33FDN   

01-May  05-May  T8  T88RF   

02-May  07-May  G  MX0VRC (EU-120)    

From To Prefix Call 

 

05-May  08-May  GJ  MJ/ON4RSX   

05-May  13-May  I  IA5/DL3NBI (EU-028) 

05-May  08-May  OZ  OZ/DL2JRM (EU-030)   

05-May  09-May  PA  PA/ON6EF/p (EU-038)   

06-May  12-May  FM  FM/DL7VOG   

06-May  09-May  K  K4T (NA-079)   

08-May  29-May  DL  DO7DC (EU-128)  

08-May  15-May  E4  E44QX  DF8DX  

08-May  13-May  OZ  OZ0BO (EU-030)   

09-May  19-May  KP2  NP2/NE6V  

10-May  10-May  OX  by WW6RG   

12-May  22-May  J6  J68GU   

13-May  19-May  9H  9H3SQ   

13-May  19-May  9M6  9M6/YT1AD, 9M6/YT3W  

13-May  15-May  T8  T88QR (OC-009)     

14-May  21-May  K  K5TEN/p (NA-085)   

15-May  01-Jun  YB  YB9/PB5X  

16-May  06-Jun  PJ2  PJ2/PB0AEX   

18-May  21-May  DL  DL1EGR (EU-047)   

19-May  23-May  7X  7Y9GH   

20-May  31-May  VK9N  VK9NT  

21-May  25-May  LA  LA/DL2VFR (EU-141)   

22-May  06-Jun  FM  FM/DL7VOG  

23-May  28-May  E5/S  E51XYZ   

23-May  30-May  VK9N  VK9PAS   

25-May  1-Jun  6Y  6Y6N  

27-May  29-May  VK9N  VI9ANZAC   

28-May  29-May  8P  8P1W   

28-May  04-Jun  9A  9A8DXG (EU-090)  

28-May  10-Jun  EA8  EA8/DG5LAC  

28-May  29-May  G  GB6GEO   

28-May  27-Jun  HL  HL16RI  

28-May  29-May  KP2  WP2Z   

28-May  29-May  Z6  Z60A 

 
DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone    Data in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation.   *** DX or Notable 

 

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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Minutes   on record for the preceding TARS business meeting 

 

Compiled and Submitted by:  Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Secretary 

 

Call to Order:  President Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. [April 7, 2016] 

Presentation/Program:  Theo Titus (K4MVL) presented a program on antenna analyzers.  Briefly, 

An antenna analyzer does not just analyze the antenna, but the entire antenna system.  Theo 

recommended the ARRL text on Antenna Analyzers.  Theo identified what makes a good antenna 

analyzer: 

• Precision measurements, 

• Accuracy, and 

• Repeatability 

He went on to discuss models for the measurement of antenna system resonance and transmission line 

characteristics.  His presentation ended with the demonstration of several different antenna analyzers. 

Business Committees: 

  Minutes:  Bob Clark (K9HVW):  Approved as printed in the Printed Circuit. 

 Treasury:  Norm Scholer (K4GFD):  Approved as printed in the Printed Circuit. 

Education:  Phil Ashler (N4PIH):  The next class session will be on June 11. 

Testing:  Alan Terrell (N4KGT):  Four individuals took exams and passed (1 Extra, 2 General, 1 

technician. 

New Business: 

• Gerry reported that Buck Lake Elementary School will conduct two balloon launches to take place at 

9:30 AM, May 19.  One of the balloons will use the K4TLH call and Doug (KD4MOJ) will provide a call 

for the other. 

Old Business:  

• Saturday, April 9 will be the Monticello 100 mile bike ride.  

• Gerry reported on the successful balloon launch at FSU.   

• John Pantoja (KM4FAM) introduced the new director of the Tallahassee Marathon who thanked the 

club for our participation in providing communications.  Some suggestions were offered by the 

membership on how our work could be coordinated with the overall planning for next year’s event. 

• John also reported on the progress in planning for Field Day. 

Adjournment:  Gerry closed the meeting at 8:47 PM.  
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TARS Treasurer’s Report   for April 2016  

 

Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer 

Beginning Balances – Mar. 17, 2016 

 

Checking Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

 

Summary of Month’s Activities: 

 

Total Receipts: 

Total Expenditures: 

 

Receipts Derived From: 

 

Member Dues: 

50/50 Raffle: 

Member Donations: 

SPARC: 

Misc.: 

Total: 

 

Expenditures: 

 

None 

   

 

Outstanding Expenses: 

 

Ending Balances – Apr. 17, 2016 

 

Checking  Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

 For Month 

 

$   3,949.30 

$   3,093.73 

  $   7,043.03   

 

 

  

$     215.00 

  $         0.00 

   

 

  

  $    185.00 

$      30.00   

$        0.00 

$        0.00 

$        0.00 

$    215.00               

   

 

 

$        0.00  

  

 

NONE 

 

 

 

$   3,199.30 

$   4,094.12 

$   7,293.42 

 

 

YEAR-to-DATE 

 

   

   

   

 

 

  

$  2,325.00 

$     191.25 

   

 

 

  $   2,238.00 

$        87.00   

$          0.00 

$          0.00 

$          0.00 

$   2,325.00       

 

 

 

$      191.25 

   

 

NONE 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The updated Unaudited Financial Summary 

for TARS with detailed expenses 

is available at K4TLH.net 

Includes the total 2015-2016 calendar year. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

(includes savings interest, etc.) 

 

 

                                             

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TARS Officers   

  

Gerry Gross, 
WA6POZ 
President 
WA6POZ@arrl.net  

Phil “Chief” Fusilier, 
KA5USN  
Vice President 

ka5usn@hotmail.com  

Bob Clark, 
K9HVW 
Secretary 

k9hvw@arrl.net   

Norm Scholer, 
K4GFD 
Treasurer 
k4gfd@tds.net   

Stan Zawrotny, 
K4SBZ 
Board Member at Large 
k4sbz.stan@gmail.com  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Elections are to be held at June’s business meeting!  Positions will be open for President, 

Vice President and Treasurer.  The club cannot continue operations after July 1
st

 without a complete board! 

 

TARS Committees: 
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU 
     Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG 

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT 
 
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN 

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 
  • Webmaster: John Pantoja, KM4FAM 

  • FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /… 

  • Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
      k4icy@arrl.net 
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Regional Clubs 
 

    

 Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (May 7

th
) at the Thomas County EOC, 1202 

Remington Avenue in Thomasville. Park behind the EOC building and use rear entrance. 
No official dinner activity planned. 
 
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 145.170 (Reno) repeater, (-) offset, with a 141.3 PL tone. 

 
 

Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 

Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m. 

Talk in is on 444.450 (+600, pl 94.8)   For info: call Doug Bennight @ (850)528-5772  or  email:  k4gkj@arrl.net  
 

 

Regional Nets 

   
 
 

TARS News & Information Net Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1
st
 Thrs.) 147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8 

North Florida Amateur Radio 

   EmComm Net 

Daily • 9:00 AM ET 

except Sunday 
3950 kHz 

Capital District 

  EmComm Training Net 
Sunday • 7:30 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8 

Capital District ARES Net Sunday • 8 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Leon County ARES Net Tuesday • 8:15 PM ET 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Florida Phone Traffic Net Daily • 6:55 AM ET 3940 kHz 

Florida Midday Traffic Net Daily • Noon ET 7242 kHz 

North Florida Phone Net Daily • 7:30 PM ET 3950 kHz 

North Florida Digital Net Sunday • 7 PM ET 3590 kHz  PSK-31 Mode 

TARC Thursday Night Net Thursday • 8 PM ET 145.170 MHz, - 600, 141.3  

Thomas County ARES Net Thursday • 7:30 PM ET 147.240 MHz, + 600, 141.3 

Grady County ARES Net Tuesday • 7:30 PM ET 145.170 MHz, - 600, 141.3 

North Florida 6M SSB Net Sunday • 8:30 PM ET 50.150 MHz 

Morse Code Practice Net  
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM 

Wednesday 

8:30 – 9:30 PM ET 
28.114 MHz CW Mode 

Morning Drive-Time Net 
 (Informal with KA5USN) 

Mon-Fri 

7:30 – 9:00 AM ET 
147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Southwest Georgia HF 

Weather Net 

Third Thursday 

7:30 PM ET (or after GA SSB Net) 
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-) 

Southwest Georgia ARES Net Thursday • 9 PM ET 145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3 

SKYWARN Net First Sunday • 7:30 PM ET WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-) 

 
• Have any corrections or additions?  Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20

th
 of the month. 
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 Repeaters   Capital Area Region 

 
 

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website:  (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters). 

Location County Call Sign 
Backup 
Power 

Digital 
Mode 

Output 
Freq 

PL Aux or Remote Site Height 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK No  145.450 - 94.8  300 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes  444.450 + 94.8  400 

Crawfordville Wakulla   Fusion 442.850 + 94.8 Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)  

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  Fusion 147.390 + 94.8 Yaesu System Fusion DCS 023 

WIREX Connected (Auto) 
300 

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  NXDN 444.125 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network 300 

Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF   145.430 - 94.8   

Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes  147.165+ 94.8  250 

Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes  146.610 - 203.5  200 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes P-25 146.910 - 94.8  375 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes  147.030 + 94.8 TARS Talk-In 750 

Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes  147.285 + 94.8  350 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes  442.100 + 94.8 
Statewide Amateur Radio Net 

(SARnet)  See Next Page 
600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH No  442.850 + 94.8  275 

Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes  443.400 + 131.8 Host of Echolink Node  #3950 575 

Tallahassee Leon   Fusion 444.800 + 94.8 Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)  

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes  443.950 + 94.8  500 

Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes  444.400 + 131.8 NXDN World Wide Network CRMC (200) 

Tallahassee Leon KD4MOJ Yes  444.000 + 94.8  TMH (200) 

Tallahassee Leon NX4DN  NXDN 444.175 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network 175 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 146.835 - DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 443.450 + DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1293 - DV  180 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1253 DD  180 

Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH No  147.000 94.8  300 

Wacissa Jefferson   Fusion 444.050 + 94.8 Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)  

Thomasville Thomas    145.370 - 141.3   

Thomasville Thomas    442.600 + 141.3   

Reno Grady KE4URL Yes  145.170 - 141.3  600 

  

 

• Please report any corrections, additions or deletions to Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20
th
 of the month. 

 

VERIFIED  [ESTIMATED]  AREA  COVERAGE  MAPS  REQUESTED! 
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SARnet   Florida Statewide Amateur Radio Network 

 

For More Information and Current SYSTEM STATUS visit:  http://www.sarnetfl.com/ 

 

SARnet LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM MAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       The Statewide Amateur Radio 

Network (“SARnet”) is a linked repeater 

system positioned throughout greater 

Florida utilizing the self-sustaining 

microwave communications infrastructure 

of the state DOT.  A great EmComm asset 

during hurricane season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL Hams Encouraged to Use the Network! 

       In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8 PL) repeater or the Madison 444.200 (94.8 PL) repeater.  As this 

is a “linked” system, each ham must take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is essentially a 

super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly populated areas of Florida, each having to identify.  If 

you have any questions or issues with use of the SARnet – contact Randy Pierce, AG4UU, at: piercer2381@gmail.com  
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TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!    Get Licensed – Get Upgraded 

 

 

TARS – ARRL:    JUNE 7
th 

at 7 p.m. 
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of 
Tuesday, June 7

th
, 

 
at The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115 

Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 
7:00 p.m. Also, a second ARRL VE exam session will be held at the 
TARS Field Day site at 10 a.m., Saturday June 25

th
! 

- - - Upgrade exam is FREE upon passing first exam! - - - 
Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check. 
 
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net  for more details. 
 
 
TARC – Laurel VEC:   Please Contact TARC To Schedule 
Offering an exam session once a month on the third Saturday of each 
month (April 21

st
) at 10:00 a.m. at the Thomas County EOC located at 

1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA.  Two forms of ID are 
required, one with a picture.  Children require a SSN to process.  Please 
note that test sessions may require forward notice of attendance. 

THE TARC EXAM SESSIONS ARE FREE!  

 

 

For inquiries please contact:  (W5YI VE) Alan Slaughter, kg4gav  kg4gav@gmail.com (850)933-1574 

For general information and updates please visit:  http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 

 

Resource Links   Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest 

 

 

Associations/Clubs 
ARRL – www.arrl.org 
AMSAT – www.amsat.org  
FISTS –  www.fists.org 
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com  
NAQCC – http://www.naqcc.info/  
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org  
IARU – www.iaru.org 
OMISS – www.omiss.net  
QCWA –  www.qcwa.org 
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) – 
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net  
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) – 
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org  
 
Magazines 
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com  
QST (Digital Online and Archives) – http://www.arrl.org/qst  
The Printed Circuit – http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/  
 
Call Lookups 
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com 
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net 
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/ 
QRZ – www.QRZ.com  
 
Digital 
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/ 
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org 
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/ 
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/ 

FCC  
FCC – Universal Licensing System – 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home 
 
Contest 
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal 
 
Logs 
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/ 
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com 
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com 
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com 
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb 
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/ 
 
QSL 
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net 
 
 
Misc. 
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/   
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org 
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm 
 
Podcasts 
RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/ 
Amateur Radio Newsline –  http://www.arnewsline.org/ 
Ham Radio Now –  http://arvideonews.com/hrn/ 
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
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Publication    350+ Subscribers and Growing!  

 
  

Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH 
 
Find out about TARS events, pass information and ask questions via Facebook. 
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse. 
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club. 

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH  and  http://k4tlh.net/  
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com 
 

 

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS   Send in photos of your 
shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family enjoying 
radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever…  The Printed 
Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you! 
 
We Want You To Write For US   Readers and writers are encouraged 
to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and how-
to’s for publication.  Public service announcements are welcome… The 
Printed Circuit is sent to well over 350+ email recipients, so why not use 
this publication to share the hobby you love?   1 page max for 
PSA/news, 5 pages max for articles. (All Negotiable) 
 
Updates of Information  If you are aware of any updates, changes or 
corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as news 
write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, local nets, repeaters, 
frequencies or etc., please forward that information to us at 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at 
k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future newsletters 
publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the 
following month’s edition. 
 
At NO Cost   The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!  
Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis.  Please 
consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these 
newsletters a “great read.”  Monetary contributions are encouraged to be 
made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc., which depends on 
your support.  You may also consider donating your time and talents by 
writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be 
considered for publication. The Printed Circuit is MORE than just a club 
newsletter! 
 
Distribution  The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a 
PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the following 
TARS business meeting.  Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however 
you may consider sending us any new addresses for interested 
recipients.  Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be 
readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and http://k4tlh.net/index-
of-newsletter-articles/ 
 
E-mail Addresses   Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail 
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email address: 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO) 
K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com  or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at 
k4icy@arrl.net  Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the 
newsletter and would like to have your address removed.  PLEASE 
STIPULATE IF YOU WISH TO ONLY RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER via 
your email address. Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to 
receive this free publication. 

 Find the newest edition of The Printed 
Circuit as well as back-issues and past 
articles organized by topic at: 
http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/  and 
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/ 
 
Publication Deadline   The deadline for monthly 
publication is the 20

th
 of the prior month. Corrections 

and/or additions may not be possible within a week 
prior to publication. 
 
Content/Copyright Disclaimer   The Printed Circuit is not 
responsible for the views or opinions (expressed in the works) 
of any individual or organization published within, and are 
those of the individual author(s).  The Printed Circuit is not 
explicitly representative of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The 
Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit publication, intended for 
educational use and public distribution.  Articles and photos 
MAY be reprinted or re-distributed without permission, only if 
written content and photos are not altered except for layout.  
Please give source for quotation.  If you desire to re-print any 
material, a specific electronic copy can be provided for your 
convenience – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor), 
at k4icy@arrl.net. The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, 
Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license 
over ALL submitted material.  All content published is subject 
to copyright, which means that The Printed Circuit and 
subsequently, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society may 
re-distribute and use all material as seen fit – but grants the 
submitting author(s) their original copyright privileges. ALL 
submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and 
irrevocably becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur 
Radio Society, Inc. within the scope of its intended use with 
respect to this publication and TARS media such as public 
relations and advertising.  Submission author(s) may request 
future retraction (subject to approval) or removal of 
submission prior to print.  Unless instructed not to, the 
editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content 
WITHOUT author(s) approval.  Please do NOT submit 
prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is 
given explicitly and such material has been granted 
permission and is licensed for re-use!  As it is impossible 
to verify the source of all text and image content submitted, 
The Printed Circuit and The Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society, Inc. cannot be held solely liable for damages due to 
unintended infringement in whole or part.  In the event that a 
rights-holder to any submitted material presses legal action 
for compensation of infringement, the submitting author(s) 
must be held responsible and must cover damages. 

 

All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2016 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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The Amateur’s Code   Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928 

 
 

The Radio Amateur is… 

CONSIDERATE 
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL. 

 

LOYAL 
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay 
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

 

PROGRESSIVE 
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;  

whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach. 

 

FRIENDLY 
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, 

cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service. 

 

BALANCED 
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 

owed to family, occupation, school, church or community. 

   

PATRIOTIC 
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 

New Membership  /  Renewal Form 
Updated 10/29/15 

 
       This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have 

not changed any information from last year, merely complete the form 

with your name, indicate your member type and ARRL membership status 

and make payment to TARS. 
 

      Membership Status: 
 

• Individual; Single member; full voting privileges. 

• Family; Single member, plus participating family members residing at the same address; all members have full 

voting privileges. Complete a form for each member. 

• Student; Free for students (elementary school through college) with ID; all rights and privileges except voting. 

• Introductory; Free until the end of year (next year for December) for anyone who passed Amateur Licensing 

Exam facilitated by TARS; all rights and privileges except voting. 

 

       If no personal information has changed, current memberships can be renewed simply by making payment to TARS. 

 

       You must be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society; however, any non-licensed radio enthusiast may 

attend the TARS business meetings and functions.  Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are 

only $20 per individual or family (complete a form for each family member.)  Students (with valid ID) can join for free! 

 
       New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.70 per month.)  After 

September, they drop to $5.00.  Dues paid after November 1
st
 are applied to the next year.  Individuals wishing to 

reinstate their expired membership status must reapply and pay full dues ($20) for the current year.  TARS is a “not-for-

profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater maintenance and TARS events.  Most of TARS’s 

revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.  

 

       Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check (or 

cash) along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly TARS business 

meeting and give it to the Treasurer - or mail your check and completed form to: 

 

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315 

 

 

 

 


