Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

December 2011

_______________________________

************************
Note: There is No
December Meeting
Because of the Holiday
Party
************************
Next Meeting
January 5, 2012, 7:00 p.m.

_____________________________________

TARS Officers
President: Stan Zawrotny – K4SBZ
Vice President: Mike Maynard – K4ICY
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Larry Pushor - KI4MAJ
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Zawrotny K4EAZ
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell N4KGT
Webmaster: Melissa Raulston (FSU)
Public Information Officer: Vacant

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal
Church, Fellowship Hall,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road,
North of I-10

____________________________________

December

1

Holiday Party

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first
Thursday of every month.

December

3

SKYWARN Recognition Day

December

6

License Testing

January

5

TARS Meeting

Our primary meeting location is the St.
Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church,
Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old Bainbridge
Road, North of I-10 in Tallahassee in
Tallahassee. Talk-in on the AE4S
repeater 146.655 (-.600, tone 94.8), or
146.520 simplex.

____________________________________

Upcoming Events

President’s Message

_____________________________________

For the club, this is a slow time of the
year for activities (as you can tell by
the brevity of this newsletter). As you
receive this, you will be preparing for
the Holiday Party, our most joyous
event of the year. But none of our
served agencies or other sponsors

have any events that require our
services during the deep winter
months.
So this is a good time for hams to turn
to the other traditional amateur
activities of DXing, contesting, kitbuilding or whatever is your interest.
Which brings me to a survey that we
will soon be sending out asking you
about your interests. Please take a few
minutes to complete the survey. We
really would like to know what your
interests are so that we can tailor our
activities toward them. After all, this is
YOUR club.
Stan, K4SBZ
____________________________________

Club News
____________________________________

- Go to the CLUB ITEMS section and
then select the “TALLAHASSEE ARS –
FL” selection on the drop-down menu.
- Next, in the ENTER DETAILS
BELOW area, enter the text for your
badge (call sign and name) and your
fastener choice
(www.thesignman.com/badges/fastene
r.html).
- Click the ADD TO CART button and
then proceed to CHECKOUT on the
shopping cart.
The Signman also has lanyards, if you
don't have one, plus other items that
can be personalized.
______________________________

Repeater List

TARS Badges Available
Arrangements have been made with
The SignMan of Baton Rouge to have
badges available with the TARS logo
on them.
The badges cost $10 plus shipping
and come with a locking safety pin.
Different fasteners (other choices,
shown
at www.thesignman.com/badges/faste
ner.html ) are available at additional
cost. The badges have the TARS logo
and your name in Blue and the callsign
and club name in Black.
- To place an order for a TARS badge,
please click on this link to go to the
ORDER
DESK: https://cahaba.net/~thesignm/s
ecure/ . For future reference, the
ORDER DESK link is also located at
the bottom of most of their web pages.

The repeater list, appended at the end
of each Newsletter, has been updated
and has a slightly new look. Most of
the updates and the new information
come were provided by Randy,
AG4UU, the club’s Repeater Trustee.
Don, W4DSW has also submitted
changes to listings for the North Florida
Digital Group’s repeaters (NF4DG).
We hope members will find this
information more useful. Anyone who
can fill in more holes in the chart is
asked to please submit them to the
Newsletter editor for inclusion in future
editions.

______________________________

TARS Website – K4TLH
The TARS website is being redesigned
by a talented group of FSU students
under the guidance of Melissa
Raulston, an FSU professor. Melissa
has been named our new webmaster.
On December 6, the design group will
provide Stan, K4SBZ, TARS president,
will a briefing on the proposed
structure of the new website.
______________________________

_______________________________

The Lunch Bunch
Every Friday about 11:30 a.m., the
parking lot of the Golden Corral on
Monroe Street fills with vehicles with
radio antennas attached. Many
members of TARS and even nonmembers get together for lunch and
lively conversation about Amateur
Radio and any other topic that might
come up. Frequently someone will
bring a new HT that they are having
trouble programming.

Next Meeting - Speaker Topic:
Stan, K4SBZ:
Neighborhood HamWatch

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, will speak at
our January meeting about
Neighborhood HamWatch. NHW is an
opportunity for all Amateur Radio
operators to support local
neighborhoods during times when
regular communication systems such
as telephones and cell phones are
interrupted. Stan will describe how
NHW has been successfully
implemented around the country and
then open the floor to discussion about

A number of local amateurs are unable
to attend the monthly meetings, so this
is their contact with other club
members. Others attend both the
luncheons and the regular meetings.
Although no business is conducted,
the president attends many luncheons
so that members can discuss items of
interest. Everyone is welcome.
_____________________________________

SKYWARN Recognition Day

local implemention.

The meeting will be held on January 5
at 7 pm at the St. Francis of Assisi
Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road.

December 3rd is SKYWARN
Recognition Day, from 0000Z to
2400Z. SKYWARN Recognition Day
was developed in 1999 by the National
Weather Service and the American
Radio Relay League to celebrate the
contributions that volunteer
SKYWARNTM radio operators make to
the National Weather Service. During

the day SKYWARNTM operators visit
NWS offices and contact other radio
operators across the world.
_______________________________

60 Meter Changes
For those of you who operate on 60
meters, it seems that the FCC has
made some changes there. Briefly, you
will be able to operate using CW, PSK31 or Pactor-III. The power limit will be
raised to 100 watts and one of the
channels is changed. The whole report
is at:
http://www.fcc.gov/document/amateurradio-service-5-mhz
The following is a summary of the
changes:
The Federal Communications
Commission released a REPORT AND
ORDER on November 18, 2011
with new 5 MHz rules for the Amateur
Radio Service. The effective date: 30
days after publication in the Federal
Register.
The FCC adopted the use of the name
"60 meter band", to refer to 5MHz
amateur radio in the frequency
range 5330.5 - 5406.4 kHz, but USA
hams are still only allowed to transmit
on 5 specific channels in the band.
The FCC changed the rules to allow:
Phone (Upper Sideband), RTTY, Data,
and CW; with specific limitations on the
use of these modes.
Operators transmitting data or RTTY
must exercise care to limit the length of
transmission so as to avoid causing
harmful interference to US government
stations.

New 60 meter band 5MHz Channel
List:
General, Advanced, or Amateur Extra
Class license only.
Suppressed Carrier VFO Dial freq:
5330.5 kHz USB (center of channel =
5332.0)
5346.5 kHz USB (center of channel =
5348.0)
5357.0 kHz USB (center of channel =
5358.5) New!
5371.5 kHz USB (center of channel =
5373.0)
5403.5 kHz USB (center of channel =
5405.0)
Note: FCC deleted the channel at
5366.5 USB (center=5368.0) and
"replaced" it with channel 5357.0 kHz
USB (center=5358.5)
The maximum allowed power level is
now 100Watts PEP (ERP) effective
radiated power referenced to a dipole.
If another type of antenna is used, the
station licensee must maintain a record
of either the antenna manufacturer's
data on the antenna gain or
calculations of the antenna gain.
Upper SideBand Phone, Data, or
RTTY transmissions may use dial
(VFO) USB suppressed carrier
frequency at 1.5kHz below the center
of the channel. See list above.
Transmissions must not exceed the
2.8kHz bandwidth channel. RTTY
modes such as PSK31 must not
exceed 60Hz necessary bandwidth.

Data modes must not exceed 2.8kHz
bandwidth. CW bandwidth must not
exceed 150Hz bandwidth and the CW
frequency should be at the center of
the channel.
This is also summarized on the ARRL
website: http://www.arrl.org/news/fccreleases-new-rules-for-60-meters .

Florida Midday Traffic Net: Daily, Noon:
7242 kHz
North Florida Phone Net: Daily,
2330Z: 3950 kHz,
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club

Thursday Night Net - 8pm local every
Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, +
offset, with 141.3 tone

_____________________________________

Some Local Nets
North Florida Amateur Radio Emergency
Communicatons Net: Dailey,
9 a. m.: except Sunday, 3950 kHz
Capital District EmComm Training Net:
Sunday, 7:30 p. m.: 146.655 MHz
Capital District ARES: Sunday,
8 p. m.: 146.655 MHz
The first Sunday of every month, we have
three special ARES nets. One on 75
meters, on or near 3958KHz (+/-) at 1930
hours Eastern time. At the conclusion of
this net, most everyone moves to
7245KHz (+/-), and picks up the round
table there. At 2000 hours Eastern, the
regular weekly Capital District ARES net
meets on 146.655MHz, and we are joined
by station WX4TAE, at the National
Weather Service Office in Tallahassee.
During the first portion of this net, one of
the staff meteorologists joins us on the air
and provides a retrospective of the
previous month's weather patterns, a brief
forecast of what we might expect for the
coming month, and also takes specific
questions from stations who have checked
in to the net. Please join us for these very
informative ARES nets - the first Sunday
of every month.
Florida Phone Traffic Net: Daily, 6:55 am:
3940 kHz

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio
Club: Monday, 8:00 pm, 145.450 MHz, PL
94.8
Jefferson County Net: Monday, 8:00 pm
on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 MHz,
PL 94.8
_____________________________________

Our Neighbors
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC)
Meetings: The first Saturday of each
month at 7:30 pm at the Plaza
Restaurant in downtown Thomasville.

Net: TARC Thursday Night Net - 8pm
local every Thursday night, 147.195
repeater, + offset, with 141.3 tone
South West GA ARES
Net - 9pm every Thursday night,
147.195 Repeater, + offset, 141.3
tone.
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio
Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each
month at the Wakulla County

Emergency Management Facility at
7:30 pm

WorldRadio (Online)
Now By Subscription

Net: Monday Night at 8:00 pm on
145.450 MHz, pl 94.8
Jefferson County
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on
the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43
repeater; PL 94.8.
_______________________________

Trading Post
For Loan
The following equipment is available
for members’ use:
MFJ Antenna Analyzer
Gin-pole
SB-220
MFJ 989 Roller-Inductor Antenna
Tuner
Note: any equipment loaned may
remain with that member until another
member requests its use, or, if it will be
used during Field Day.
Contact Steve, AD4E for additional
information: ad4e@arrl.net
If you have personal amateur radio
items that you would like to sell or
need, we will publish short requests in
the newsletter, subject to editorial
review. Please send your requests to
the newsletter editor at
TallyAmateurRadio@gGmail.com by
the 15th of the month.
___________________________________

de Phil N4IPH
The last few months I have mentioned
articles that have been in the “on-line”
edition of WorldRadio. What a surprise I
found when I went to their website to look
at the November 2011 edition. WorldRadio
is now by subscription! I guess all good
things, even free internet magazines, need
to recoup their costs of production.
The unusual thing is that the old “paper”
editions of WorldRadio had a few sections
of advertisement, but most of the
magazine was articles. The “on-line”
edition is filled with advertisements –
almost every second or third page.
For those of you that have enjoyed the
free WorldRadio, there is a special
“charter subscription” rate until the end of
2011. The normal yearly subscription is
$19.95, but if you subscribe by the end of
the year you can get the first year for
$9.97. You can still go to their website
(http://www.worldradiomagazine.com) and
read/download the earlier 2011 editions.
There are also some specials on previous
year editions for $15 each or $25 for 2009
& 2010 editions in PDF format.
I have mentioned in previous articles that
WorldRadio is an unusual Amateur Radio
magazine. It is designed for the “every day
Ham,” not the one that has thousands of
dollars worth of equipment. Simple
weekend projects, informative articles on
working contests over a weekend and,
near the end of each edition, a monthly
AERIALS column by Kurt N. Sterba
(mystery writer for years). If you enjoy

simple construction projects, weekend
operating, a contest every month or so
and simple informative articles not found in
other Amateur Radio magazine, then you
might want to look over the “still free”
editions of WorldRadio-online and possibly
continue with a discounted subscription for
2012.

Pictures, too. If you have taken
pictures at an event and would like to
submit them for possible inclusion in
the newsletter, forward them to the
Newsletter Editor or to the President.
Please send action shots, if possible,
and try to avoid pictures of the backs of
people’s heads.

____________________________________

____________________________________

Topics of Interest

Disclaimer

Have an idea you would like to share
with your fellow hams? Interested in
one of the new exotic digital modes
and would like to get others interested
in it too? Found a blog somewhere that
you think others would find interesting?

The Printed Circuit is not
representative of the views or opinions
of the whole organization, and such
views and opinions expressed herein
are of the individual author(s).

Members are encouraged to submit
items of interest for publication. Items
should be brief and may be edited for
spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.
The President and Newsletter Editor
reserve the right to determine which
items will be included in the
Newsletter. The deadline for
publication is the 15th of the month.

____________________________________

E-mail Addresses
Please forward any additions or
changes of e-mail addresses for
delivery of the Newsletter to
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com .
Also notify me if you do not wish to
continue to receive the newsletter.

Minutes of Previous Meeting
TARS – Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
Thursday, November 4th, 2011
7:00

Call to order

Guest Speaker: Jeff Lockwood, N4TML
Jeff's presentation demonstrated the effectiveness solar power battery re-charging and solarassisted station operation. He answered questions and described the component requirements to
run from solar power.

7:47

Break

The "50/50" was held. The winner was Don, W4DSW!
8:04

Officer Reports

Treasurer's Report - Larry KI4MAJ.
Minutes from October's Meeting - As Approved with correction.
Committee Reports
Education - No Report
Testing - To be held on Thursday, 7:00pm - December 6th at St. Francis of Assisi.
Repeaters - Lost solar panel at Bethel site. Repeater still in operation.
As reported: A good repeater test was held the prior Sunday.
442.850 Repeater is in need of replacement parts.
UHF repeater linked with Lake City among other locations.
147.030 Repeater to have controller fixed with added upgrades.
8:11

Business

AG4UU brought up need to provide assistance to Jake, KG4AIS, a D-Day Survivor and
widower.
Holiday Party - $22 Per Person to TARS by November 28th
Award Committee discussion.

Badges - $10 to The Sign Man
Police List of Hams & Neighborhood Ham Watch. NHW to be discussed in January.
New Business - suggestion to dissolve inactive committees.
8:55

Adjournment

TARS Treasurer’s Report
TARS Treasurer’s Report
December 2011

Beginning balance October 15, 2011
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

$ 344.10
1789.73
$2133.83

Summary of month’s activities:
Receipts deposited in Checking Account
Expenditures for the month

$381.76
$226.83

Receipts into checking account derived from the following:
$ 16.00 50/50 from 10/6 and 11/3
7.50 Member donation
242.00 Christmas dinner reservations
75.00 Member dues
41.26 Reimbursement from SPARC for Jun-Aug Talquin bills
$381.76 Total
Expenditures:
$200.00
26.83
$226.83

Hays Affinity Company, Liability Insurance for 2012
Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 11-7-11 billing
Total

Outstanding Expenses:
None
Ending Balances on November 15, 2011:
Checking Account:
$ 499.03
Savings Account:
1789.73
Total
$2288.76
(Without the Christmas dinner reservation $242.00, the balance would be $2046.76.)
5 Members renewed or joined since last report.
4 individuals
1 family member
0 student
Dues for renewing individuals, as well as family members are $7.50. Membership fee for new
members joining in December is $1.25.

The Radio Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur is...
CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the
pleasure of others.

LOYAL... offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local
clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the
United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient
station and operation above reproach.
FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and
counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the
interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service.

BALANCED... radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to
family, job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC... station and skill always ready for service to country and
community.
-- The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.

Repeaters
Location

County

Call
Sign

Emergency
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Greensboro

Gadsden

Monticello

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

CTCSS
Encode

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

K4GFD

Unk

147.39+

94.8

Unk

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Unk

145.430 -

94.8

Unk

Monticello

Jefferson

KA3FZO

Unk

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285+

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

D-Star

P-25

Aux or Remote Site

444.05+

Antenna
Height

Unk

State

600

Statewide links with:
Lake City 444.9 / 110.9
Yulee 442.9 / 127.3
Jacksonville xxx.x /
Madison 444.3 / 94.8
Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Unk

443.400 +

131.8

275
LK. TALQUIN;
147.495 smplx, Tsq
146.2

Unk

PANACEA; 146.505
smplx, Tsq 131.8
CRAWFORDVILLE;
147.555, smplx, Tsq
88.5
APALACHICOLA;
147.435, smplex,
Tsq 100.0
Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.0

94.8

TMH
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Unk

D-Star

146.835

DNA

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Unk

D-Star

443.45

DNA

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Unk

D-Star

1293

DNA

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Unk

D-Star

1253

DNA

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.00

94.8

300

New Membership or Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any
information from last year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your
name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status,
complete a form for each member.
Name: ___________________________________________ Call Sign: _________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ______-_____
Member type: Individual ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one)
Home Phone ( ) _____-___________ Work Phone: ( ) _____-___________
Cell Phone ( ) _____-___________
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________
ARRL member (y/n) ______ TARS Van trained (y/n) ______
You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in
radio communications is all that is required.
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per
individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar
year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues
become $7.50. After September, they drop to $5.00.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or
TARS). Bring your check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of
the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail your check and this form to the
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL,
32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League
(ARRL), their dues are $39 annually and includes a subscription to QST, their monthly
magazine. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an
ARRL sanctioned organization.

