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Next Meeting 
July 7, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal 
Church, Fellowship Hall,  

3413 Old Bainbridge Road, 
 North of I-10 

 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first 
Thursday of every month. 
 

Our primary meeting location has been 
changed, on a trial basis, to the St. 
Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church, 
Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old Bainbridge 
Road, North of I-10 in Tallahassee in 
Tallahassee. Talk-in on the AE4S 
repeater 146.655 (-.600, tone 94.8), or 
146.520 simplex. 
_____________________________________ 
 

TARS Officers 
 

President: Stan Zawrotny – K4SBZ 
Vice President: Mike Maynard – K4ICY 
Secretary: Vacant 
Treasurer: Larry Pushor - KI4MAJ 
 

TARS Committees: 
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Zawrotny K4EAZ 
Historian: Vacant 
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell N4KGT 
Special Events: Vacant 
Webmaster: David A. Heupel WE4RA 
Public Information Officer: Vacant 
 

____________________________________ 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
July   7 TARS Meeting 
 

____________________________________ 

Club News 
____________________________________ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MEETING LOCATION CHANGE 

Continues 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

At the April meeting, the membership 
voted to change the meeting location 
to the St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal 
Church, Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old 
Bainbridge Road, North of I-10 in 
Tallahassee. This will be a three-month 
trial move. At the August meeting, the 
membership will determine whether to 
make the move permanent. 
 
This is the same location where we 
hold classes and license testing. 
____________________________________ 

 

The End of an Era 
 
It’s the end of an era. Dan, KI4HGO, is 
relinquishing the reins of TARS after 
serving as its President since 2006. 
Prior to that, from 2004, he was its 
Newsletter Editor and Vice-President. 
As we all know, Dan is not leaving 
willingly, but only because he has been 



battling some long term medical 
problems stemming from a car 
accident a few years back. 
 

 
 

Since 2004, Dan has held a number of 
ham positions: Assistant EC Leon 
County/ Assistant- District Emergency 
Coordinator Capital District/ District 
Emergency Coordinator Capital 
District/ Net Control Operator – Capital 
District/ Net Manager & Net Control 
Operator for the North Florida Phone 
Net/ Official Emergency Station. His 
dedication to the hobby has earned 
him two awards: New Ham of the Year 
in 2005 and the coveted TARS & 
Feathers Award in 2007. 
 

 
 

Like many of us, Dan got his first 
license young. He was in high school 
in Massachusetts when he received is 
first ham ticket in 1964, KN1TCJ, 
which he then upgraded to Technician. 
He went to college and entered the 

workforce.  Most of Dan’s work was 
Government (County Managers Tax 
assesses). 
 
With his warm friendly attitude, it’s 
been a real joy to work with Dan over 
the past few years. I know everyone 
has been watching and praying for 
Dan. An example of how highly Dan is 
thought of in the surrounding area is 
the excellent tribute to him by  Mike 
Brown, KE4FGF, President of the 
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club, in 
the June edition of their newsletter, 
The Reflector 
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ne
ws.htm . It’s my hope that this is not the 
end of an era, but just a break before 
Dan is back in the groove again. 
 
Stan, K4SBZ 
____________________________________ 

 
TARS Election of Officers 

 
The TARS nominating committee for 
the 2011 election of officers reported 
the following slate of candidates at the 
May meeting:  

 
President: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 
Vice President: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
Secretary: (None) 
Treasurer: Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ 
 
No additional nominations were made 
from the floor at the annual meeting in 
June and those candidates were 
elected. 
  
Because no nominee was found for the 
position of Secretary, the Vice-
President and Treasurer will share 
those duties.  
 
 



____________________________________ 
 

From the President 
 

First, I want to thank all who voted for 
me in the past election. It is an honor 
to have the opportunity to lead a club 
with such a long history of serving the 
community.  
 
I’m not sure that I can fill the shoes of 
my predecessor. Elsewhere in this 
issue is an article about all of Dan’s 
accomplishments, so I won’t repeat 
them here. Just let me say that he is a 
hard act to follow. Dan, I wish you luck 
and improved health in the future. 
 
I was asked as I left the June meeting 
what my platform was. I don’t have a 
“platform,” but I do have an agenda. 
First, I intend to continue what Dan has 
started during this past year with 
activities such as the “Get on the Air” 
events and getting the new website up 
and running. These are just the start of 
a number of activities and events that 
will breathe some new life into the club 
and, hopefully, attract new members.  
 
But I cannot do this alone. New 
activities will need involvement from 
the membership in order to succeed in 
the same way as the Get on the Air 
events have been successful due to 
the involvement of a large number of 
our Elmers and other interested 
members.  
 
Members can get involved in two ways. 
First, tell us what interests you have so 
that we can tailor our meetings and our 
other activities to satisfy those 
interests. Secondly, lend us your time 
and your skills so that we can share 
our combined knowledge with the rest 

of Tallahassee’s Amateur Radio 
community. 
 
I have already talked with several of 
the club’s members about this agenda 
and I know that there are a number of 
people who feel as excited as I do 
about the future of TARS. I hope you 
do too! 
 
Stan, K4SBZ 
______________________________ 
 

Field Day  
 

 

 
 

The TARS Field Day weekend of June 
25-26th, 2011 was a success! 
 
This year we deployed a full functional 
emergency operations setup. Over 50 
hams and visitors attended our event 
at our new location on the grounds of 
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church 
which has been more than gracious in 
allowing the club to host our activities. 
We used RVs and the TARS trailer in 
air-conditioned comfort to house our 
stations which included CW, Phone 
and 6 meters. 

 
 

Special commendation should be given 
to Nick Simoncini of FL State EM and 



his crew for deploying the EDICS unit 
for our Field Day. This unit is a 
portable logistics system that could 
provide cell phone, internet and other 
vital communications for all served 
agencies in the event of a disaster. It 
provided us with wi-fi service so that 
we could link our logging computers.  

 
 

Special thanks to Norm, K4GFD, for 
providing the burgers and dogs to a 
hungry Field Day crew and for pulling 
more than his share to help 
out.

 
 

Saturday had an easy start with hams 
installing the myriad of antenna 
systems, including dipoles, a delta 
loop, and a 30' mast for Ivan Cook's 
6m cubic-quad antenna. The mast for 
the 6m station was a military surplus 
camo-system setup that started out at 
50 ft with every available ham pulling 
on the guy ropes. However, the mast 
was shortened to improve stability. 
Field Day is a great way to prove and 

refine our equipment. With Ivan's home 
brew 6m antenna and the mast, he 
was able to pull in an impressive 175+ 
6m contacts coast-to-coast! 

 
 

The Phone and CW stations pulled 
their weight as well, bringing the total 
number of QSO's to around 700 with a 
point total of over 1100. 
 

 
 

The weather was perfect with very little 
rain. The chilled stations were a 
welcome respite from the mid 90's+ 
temps.  
 
There was a VE administered test 
session where we produced two new 
Generals and two Extras. Afterwards, 
for education credit, we constructed a 
dual-band dipole for 80 and 40 meters 
and it was erected for use at the Phone 
station. 
 

 
 

Richard, W1AAO, and Lois, W4MIT, 
demonstrated PSK31 and SSTV 
modes.  



Dinner was well-received with grilled 
fare by Norm, K4GFD, and we went 
into the night with the contest. There 
was very little or no sleep to be had as 
we pulled in the QSOs at an easy 
pace. Brady, KJ4YSP, got to sit at the 
helm for the first time to work HF. 
 
James Ryder, KG4YZM, was there to 
guide a scout or two through the 
requirements to earn the Radio merit 
badge, learning about ham radio in the 
process. 
 
The whole event went without any 
major hitches and everyone left feeling 
good about the experience. 

 
 

The new location at the church was 
without a doubt a good move with 
ample space, good facilities and peace 
of mind to allow us the means to setup 
and operate. 
 
My sincere thanks to all the hams that 
sacrificed their time, equipment and 
talent to make this event a success. 
 
Mike Maynard, K4ICY, 2011 Field Day 
Chairman/Coordinator 
_______________________________ 
 

Red Cross Communication 
Team 

 
Men don't usually like to go shopping 
even when we know exactly what we 
are looking for. I'll do it tomorrow or 
later is usually the solution. Sometimes 
we can't wait because events such as 
Hurricane Season sticks to its 
timetable even if we don't.  

 
As hams, when we get involved in 
different activities around the 
community, we provide communication 
to that organization. Most of the time 
we are in non-emergency situations, so 
this provides us with a method to better 
our skills for when the "No Drill" event 
happens. 

 
Now for the shopping..............The Red 
Cross here in Tallahassee needs your 
help. It is really easy to become a 
volunteer. The first thing you must 
have to be on the Communications 
Team is a valid Amateur license of any 
class. Second, fill out a quick volunteer 
form and a one-sheet background 
check. This is only to be sure you are 
not a felon—no other check is done. If 
you do this, you will be issued a badge 
indicating you are a Red Cross 
volunteer on the Communication 
Team.  

 
Please consider 
joining............deployment, if needed, is 
ALWAYS voluntary. 
 
The Red Cross will provide 
any training you might need, and it’s 
free of charge. Volunteering is as easy 
as 1 – 2 – 3… 
1. Select a Job Description that 

Interests YOU! There many ways 
there are to utilize your talents as 
an American Red Cross Volunteer. 

2. Fill Out the Forms : Yes, it 
sounds like a job application, but 
these forms can be downloaded 
right here, and brought with you: 

� Volunteer Application Online 
Form 

� Background Check 



If you wish to volunteer in Disaster 
Services, you will need to take Disaster 
Courses, and enroll in American Red 
Cross Disaster Service Human 
Resources (DSHR). All Disaster 
Service courses are free of charge. 
3.  Get Trained:  It doesn’t matter 
whether you wish to stay in the 
community or travel across the 
country, your Red Cross training will 
prepare you to volunteer in 
Tallahassee, Florida , or Tacoma, 
Washington. And the training is 
free.View the Red Cross online 
volunteer orientation 
 
Disaster Leave Laws 
 
If you are an employee of the State of 
Florida, City of Tallahassee, or Leon 
County, you may be able to receive 15 
days of paid disaster leave to volunteer 
during a disaster for the American Red 
Cross. 
� Governmental Disaster Leave 

Laws 
� How to apply for leave under the 

Disaster Leave Law 
Have questions about how to get 
started volunteering with the Red 
Cross?  Contact Susan at 
(850)878-6080 or email her at 
Susan.Haist@tallyredcross.org 
 
For more information about the Red 
Cross Communications Team, please 
contact Sal Martocci,  
K4YFW@ARRL.NET   
_______________________________ 

 

The Lunch Bunch 
 

Every Friday about 11:30 a.m., the 
parking lot of the Golden Corral on 
Monroe Street fills with vehicles with 
radio antennas attached. Many 
members of TARS and even non-

members get together for lunch and 
lively conversation about Amateur 
Radio and any other topic that might 
come up. Frequently someone will 
bring a new HT that they are having 
trouble programming. 
 

 
 

A number of local amateurs are unable 
to attend the monthly meetings, so this 
is their contact with other club 
members. Others attend both the 
luncheons and the regular meetings. 
Although no business is conducted, 
the president tries to attend as many 
luncheons as possible so that 
members can discuss issues of 
interest. Everyone is welcome.  
 

 
______________________________ 
 

Next Meeting - Speaker Topic: 
Kevin Peters, Leon EOC 

 
Kevin Peters from the Leon County 
Sheriff's Office Division of Emergency 
Management will give us an update on 
current conditions being monitored and 
operational situations they are 
currently involved in.  He will also 
explain what the Leon EOC does and 



how it does it.  Mr. Peters will also 
have a slide presentation for us. 
 
The meeting will be held on July 7 at 7 
pm at the St. Francis of Assisi 
Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall, 
3413 Old Bainbridge Road.  
_____________________________________ 
 

ARES News 

 
 

Capital District Meeting 
 

On May 25 the Capital District ARES 
held a meeting chaired by Acting DEC, 
David Miner, W4SKG. Routine 
activities of the district were discussed. 

 
_____________________________________ 

 

Some Local Nets 
 
North Florida Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communicatons Net: Dailey, 
9 a. m.: except Sunday, 3950 kHz  
 
Capital District EmComm Training Net: 
Sunday, 7:30 p. m.: 146.655 MHz 
 
Capital District ARES: Sunday, 
8 p. m.: 146.655 MHz 
 
The first Sunday of every month, we have 
three special ARES nets.  One on 75 
meters, on or near 3958KHz (+/-) at 1930 
hours Eastern time.  At the conclusion of 
this net, most everyone moves to 

7245KHz (+/-), and picks up the round 
table there.  At 2000 hours Eastern, the 
regular weekly Capital District ARES net 
meets on 146.655MHz, and we are joined 
by station WX4TAE, at the National 
Weather Service Office in Tallahassee.  
During the first portion of this net, one of 
the staff meteorologists joins us on the air 
and provides a retrospective of the 
previous month's weather patterns, a brief 
forecast of what we might expect for the 
coming month, and also takes specific 
questions from stations who have checked 
in to the net.  Please join us for these very 
informative ARES nets - the first Sunday 
of every month. 
 
Florida Phone Traffic Net:  Daily, 6:55 am: 
3940 kHz  
 
Florida Midday Traffic Net: Daily, Noon: 
7242 kHz  
 
North Florida Phone Net: Daily, 
2330Z: 3950 kHz,  
 
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club 
Thursday, 8:00 pm, 145.17 MHZ Duplex, 
PL 141.3, --600 
 
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio 
Club: Monday, 8:00 pm, 145.450 MHz, PL 
94.8 
 
Jefferson County Net: Monday, 8:00 pm 
on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 MHz, 
PL 94.8 
_____________________________________ 

 

Our Neighbors 
 

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) 
 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each 
month at  7:30 pm at the Plaza 
Restaurant in downtown Thomasville.  
 

 
 



Net: Thursday night at 8:00 pm on 
145.17MHZ Duplex 
 

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio 
Club (SPARC) 

 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each 
month at the Wakulla County 
Emergency Management Facility at 
7:30 pm 
 
Net: Monday Night at 8:00 pm on 
145.450 MHz, pl 94.8 
 
Jefferson County 
 
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on 
the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 
repeater; PL 94.8.  
 

Trading Post 
 

For Sale 
 

Yaesu VX-7R Tri-Band comes with 
drop in charger, car charger, RT 
System programming cable/Software 
and Speaker/mic for $225.00 OBO  If 
interested contact Norm, K4GFD 
 
For Loan 
 
TARS Equipment available to 
members (short/long term): 
 
MFJ 259 Antenna Analyzer 
 
Heathkit SB-220 80 thru 10 meter 
amplifier 
 
Tri-band yagi (unknown make/model) 
Ham-IV rotator 
 
Gin-pole 
 
“various” older computers 
 

Note: the amp, rotator, & yagi need 
some minimal TLC. 
  
Contact  Steve, AD4E, ad4e@arrl.net, 
for more info 
 
Repair 
 

Here is info on TV shop that does 
Amateur Radio repair in Quitman, GA 
  
Ley's Radio & TV 
1150 Webster Rd, Quitman, GA 
(229) 263-4861 
  
I suggest you look up their address on 
MapQuest before driving to Quitman.  
It is just 1 turn off of Hwy 84 East - but 
it is about 3 or 4 miles up to their shop.  
They are very good! 
  
Tell them N0TW, Terry, recommended 
you.   
  
73,  Terry, N0TW 
 
 

 
 

If you have personal amateur radio 
items that you would like to sell or 
need, we will publish short requests in 
the newsletter, subject to editorial 
review. Please send your requests to 
the newsletter editor at 
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@gmail.com by the 
15th of the month. 
___________________________________ 

 

 
 
 



 
___________________________________ 

 

WORLDRADIO 
 

 
de Phil N4IPH 

 
What is WORLDRADIO ?  Most of you 
probably think that it may be an 
international shortwave station or possibly 
a satellite radio system like XMRadio.  If 
you have been in one of my Technician 
License Classes in the past couple of 
years, you would have received a handout 
showing some of the popular Amateur 
Radio magazines.  QST, published by the 
ARRL (American Radio Relay League) is 
probably the most popular with CQ-
Amateur Radio in second place. The third 
magazine on the handout is WorldRadio 
which has been around for over 40 years. I 
remember subscribing to it along with CQ 
and QST back in the late 70’s when I 
became active in Amateur Radio again 
after being out for a few years.   
 
WorldRadio contained information and 
articles that were not found in the other 
two magazines.  My impression was that it 
was designed for the “average ham,” not 
one that wanted to build highly technical 
projects.  An added feature was that the 
subscription was less than half what the 
other two magazines charged.  It was 
published on regular newspaper paper in a 
tabloid format, unlike the high gloss stock 
of QST and CQ. In 2009, it was purchased 
by CQ-Amateur Radio and became an 
“on-line” only magazine, with no 
subscription fee.   
 

WorldRadio is a general interest ham 
magazine with special focus on the 
“human” side of Amateur Radio and 
projects designed for the average ham.  
The format is currently PDF which means 
you can down-load the entire magazine 
(about 60 pages) or select a section of the 
magazine to save.  You can open the 
magazine by clicking on the link or simply 
right-click on your mouse and “save-link-
as” to whatever folder you want to use. 
 
The current issue has one of the best 
articles written on the early development 
of “radio” that I have seen in years.  Ray J. 
Howes, G4OWY, starts with the story of 
Thomas Edison pushing for the use of 
“DC” (direct current. His “arch-rival” Nikola 
Tesla, along with his business partner, 
George Westinghouse, was pushing “AC” 
(Rotating Magnetic Field) as the standard.  
The battle continues to the point where 
Edison engaged one of Tesla’s friends to 
show the danger of AC by electrocuting 
some dogs and cats.  Westinghouse was 
surprised when he learned that Edison 
had installed an “AC System” in New York 
to power the first electric chair – the “Hot 
Squat”.    
 
The article continues with similar stories 
about Lee deForest and his “audion tube” 
which could both oscillate and modulate; 
Edwin Howard Armstrong and the 
development of the regenerative, super-
regenerative and super-hetrodyne 
receivers and Heinrich Hertz 
demonstrating how electromagnetic can 
be persuaded to travel from point “A” to 
point “B” using loop antennas and a spark-
gap transmitter at each end. 
 
WorldRadio also has monthly columns 
covering Contesting, Rules & Regs, 
Amateur Satellites, DXing & DX 
Predictions, Propagation and updates from 
the HandiHam System.  One of the best 
columns is title “AERIALS” by Kurt N. 
Sterba (a pen name) that takes a question 
about antennas and related items and 
gives a very in depth analysis in terms the 



average ham can understand. Kurt has 
been writing these columns as far back as 
I can remember..but has not revealed his 
real name or call. 

I would suggest you down-load the 
available copies of WorldRadio for 2011 
and read them later…the website is 
worldradiomagazine.com.  As I mentioned 
earlier in the article..WorldRadio is a very 
informative Amateur Radio magazine for 
the average ham and you can’t beat the 
price…FREE! 
___________________________________ 

 

Sunspots – Pretty 
Discouraging Report 

 
Some unusual solar readings, including 
fading sunspots and weakening magnetic 
activity near the poles, could be 
indications that our sun is preparing to be 
less active in the coming years.  The 
results of three separate studies seem to 
show that even as the current sunspot 
cycle swells toward the solar maximum, 
the sun could be heading into a more-
dormant period, with activity during the 
next 11-year sunspot cycle greatly 
reduced or even eliminated. The results of 
the new studies were announced today 
(June 14) at the annual meeting of the 
solar physics division of the American 
Astronomical Society, which is being held 
this week at New Mexico State University 
in Las Cruces.  
 
The studies looked at a missing jet stream 
in the solar interior, fading sunspots on the 
sun's visible surface, and changes in the 
corona and near the poles. "This is highly 
unusual and unexpected," said Frank Hill, 
associate director of the National Solar 
Observatory's Solar Synoptic Network. 
"But the fact that three completely different 
views of the sun point in the same 
direction is a powerful indicator that the 
sunspot cycle may be going into 
hibernation."   
 
Spots on the sun.  Sunspots are 
temporary patches on the surface of the 

sun that are caused by intense magnetic 
activity. These structures sometimes erupt 
into energetic solar storms that send 
streams of charged particles into space.  
Astronomers study these mysterious spots 
because their number and frequency act 
as indicators of the sun's activity, which 
ebbs and flows in an 11-year cycle. 
 
Typically, a cycle takes roughly 5.5 years 
to move from a solar minimum, when there 
are few sunspots, to the solar maximum, 
during which sunspot activity is amplified.  
Currently, the sun is in the midst of the 
period designated as Cycle 24 and is 
ramping up toward the cycle's period of 
maximum activity.  
 
However, the recent findings indicate that 
the activity in the next 11-year solar cycle, 
Cycle 25, could be greatly reduced. In fact, 
some scientists are questioning whether 
this drop in activity could lead to a second 
Maunder Minimum, which was a 70-year 
period from 1645 to 1715 when the sun 
showed virtually no sunspots.   
 
Hill is the lead author of one of the studies 
that used data from the Global Oscillation 
Network Group to look at characteristics of 
the solar interior. (The group includes six 
observing stations around the world.) The 
astronomers examined an east-west zonal 
wind flow inside the sun, called torsional 
oscillation. The latitude of this jet stream 
matches the new sunspot formation in 
each cycle, and models successfully 
predicted the late onset of the current 
Cycle 24.  "We expected to see the start of 
the zonal flow for Cycle 25 by now, but we 
see no sign of it," Hill said. "This indicates 
that the start of Cycle 25 may be delayed 
to 2021 or 2022, or may not happen at 
all."   
 
The sun's magnetic field.  In the second 
study, researchers tracked a long-term  
weakening trend in the strength of 
sunspots, and predict that by the next 
solar cycle, magnetic fields erupting on the 
sun will be so weak that few, if any, 



sunspots will be formed.  With more than 
13 years of sunspot data collected at the 
McMath-Pierce Telescope 
at Kitt Peak in Arizona, Matt Penn and 
William Livingston observed that the 
average magnetic field strength declined 
significantly during Cycle 23 and now into 
Cycle 24. Consequently, sunspot 
temperatures have risen, they observed.  
If the trend continues, the sun's magnetic 
field strength will drop below a certain 
threshold and sunspots will largely 
disappear; the field no longer will be 
strong enough to overcome such 
convective forces on the solar surface.   
 
In a separate study, Richard Altrock, 
manager of the Air Force's coronal 
research program at NSO's facility  in New 
Mexico, examined the sun's corona and 
observed a slowdown of the magnetic 
activity's usual "rush to the poles."  "A key 
thing to understand is that those 
wonderful, delicate coronal features are 
actually powerful, robust magnetic 
structures rooted in the interior of the sun," 
Altrock said. "Changes we see in the 
corona reflect changes deep inside the 
sun."  Altrock sifted through 40 years of 
observations from NSO's 16-inch (40 
centimeters) coronagraphic telescope.   
 
New solar activity typically emerges at a 
latitude of about 70 degrees at the start of 
the solar cycle, then moves toward the 
equator. The new magnetic field 
simultaneously pushes remnants of the 
past cycle as far as 85 degrees toward the 
poles. The current cycle, however, is 
showing some different behavior.  "Cycle 
24 started out late and slow and may not 
be strong enough to create a rush to the 
poles, indicating we'll see a very weak 
solar maximum in 2013, if at all," Altrock 
said. "If the rush to the poles fails to 
complete, this creates a tremendous 
dilemma for the theorists, as it would 
mean that Cycle 23's magnetic field will 
not completely disappear from the polar 
regions. No one knows what the sun will 
do in that case."  If the models prove 

accurate and the trends continue, the 
implications could be far-reaching.  "If we 
are right, this could be the last solar 
maximum we'll see for a few decades," Hill 
said. "That would affect everything from 
space exploration to Earth's climate."  
____________________________________ 
 

Topics of Interest 
 

Have an idea you would like to share with 
your fellow hams? Interested in one of the 
new exotic digital modes and would like to 
get others interested in it too? Found a 
blog somewhere that you think others 
would find interesting? 
 
Pictures, too. If you have taken pictures at 
an event and would like to submit them for 
possible inclusion in the newsletter, please 
forward them to the Newsletter Editor or to 
the President.  
 
Members are encouraged to submit items 
of interest for publication. Items should be 
brief and may be edited for spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, etc. The President 
and Newsletter Editor reserve the right to 
determine which items will be included in 
the Newsletter. The deadline for 
publication is the 15th of the month. 
____________________________________ 
 

Disclaimer 
 

The Printed Circuit is not representative of 
the views or opinions of the whole 
organization, and such views and opinions 
expressed herein are of the individual 
author(s). 
 

 

E-mail Addresses 
 
Please forward any additions or 
changes of e-mail addresses for 
delivery of the Newsletter to 
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@Gmail.com .  
 
Also notify me if you do not wish to 
continue to receive the newsletter.  



Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 

Minutes of the June TARS Membership Meeting 
TARS - Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 

  
The TARS June Meeting was held at St Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church on Old Bainbridge 
Road on Thursday, June 2, 2011. 
 
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 pm 
President Dan Moniz, KI4HGO, welcomed the members and guests. 
 

INTRODUCTION of GUESTS 
 
Alan, W1ABT, introduced the speaker, Tom Brooks, K4TB, who talked about satellites and his 
10-year experience with them. He mentioned in 1961 radio amateurs put together a satellite 
called OSCAR-1, an acronym for Orbiting Satellite Carrying Amateur Radio. He talked about the 
different satellites and their characteristics; the AMSAT - The Radio Amateur Satellite 
corporation; and satellite software. 
 

 
 

BREAK 
 

We had the 50-50 during the break. “Mo,” KI4PZS, was the lucky one. 
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

• Larry, KI4MAJ, reported the treasure’s report in the newsletter. 
        
Minutes: 

• Zulma, KJ4PVD, presented the Minutes in the Newsletter. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Testing: 

• Alan Terrell, N4KGT, commented the next testing session will be on June 7th at 7 pm, at 
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church. 

• Alan Terrell, N4KGT, commented they will have testing session on Field Day ( June 25th) 
from 10-11am; and  also a testing session on the 19th in Thomasville - EOC. 

 



BUSINESS 
 

Field Day: 

• Mike, KI4ICY, commented that Field day will be on June 25th – June 26th. There will be a 
Get on the Air, phone, CW, UHF – VHF, and others. There will be hamburgers and hot 
dogs for dinner on June 25th.  

 
Volunteers: 

• Alan, W1ABT, requested volunteers for hurricane season, for hospitals, for Red Cross, 
and national weather service. Alan offered training for the volunteers. 

 
  
 
Election of Officers: 
 

• Dan, KI4HGO, thanked everybody for the support during this six years as president. He 
commented that for his health issues he has to take a break. He expects respect and 
friendship in the club; and he wishes the best to Stan. 

• David Barton, AI4GF, announced Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ, Stan, K4SBZ, and Mike, 
K4ICY, as nominees for treasurer, president and vice-president of the TARS club, 
respectively.  Everybody in the room voted in favor for them to be the next TARS 
officers. The secretary position remains empty. 
 

Work Party:  
• Phil “Chief,” W1PLF, will check with Randy, AG4UU, about the work party, which is to 

move all the things from the old van to the new TARS trailer, during field day. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00 pm. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Zulma Jimenez 
KJ4PVD 



 

TARS Treasurer’s Report 
 

July 2011 
 
 

Beginning balance May 15, 2011 
 Checking Account:                      $  417.47   
 Savings Account:                           2289.45 
           $2706.92   
Summary of month’s activities: 
     Receipts deposited in Checking Account                         $35.00 
     Interest received for Savings Account                                    .00 
     Expenditures for the month                                              $27.84 
 
Receipts into checking account derived from the following: 
            $30.00   Member Dues 
                5.00   Member Donation                 
            $35.00   Total 
 
Expenditures:      
          $ 27.84    Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 5-6-11 billing              
           $27.84    Total 
 
Outstanding Expenses: 
 None 
 
Ending Balances on June 15, 2011: 
   Checking Account:         $  424.63 
            Savings Account:           2289.45  
                            Total                    $2714.08 
 
 

2 Members renewed or joined since last report. 
          2 individuals 
            0 family members 
 0 students 
Dues for renewing individuals, as well as family members are $7.50  Membership fee for new 
members joining in June is $7.50 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 The Radio Amateur is... 

CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the 
pleasure of others. 

LOYAL... offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local 
clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the 
United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient 
station and operation above reproach. 

FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and 
counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the 
interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service. 

BALANCED... radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to 
family, job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC... station and skill always ready for service to country and 
community. 

-- The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.

  

 

The Radio Amateur's Code 



Repeaters 
 

 
Location County Call Sign 

For 
Emerg 

Mgt Use 
D-Star 

Output 
Freq 

Encode Aux or Remote Site 

1 Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes   145.450 - 94.8   

2 Crawfordville Wakulla KD4MOJ Yes   444.000 None   

                  

3 Greensboro Gadsden K4GFD Yes   147.390 94.8 Tsq   

                  

4 Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF Yes   145.430 - 94.8   

                  

5 Monticello Jefferson KA3FZO Yes D-Star 444.050 None   

                  

6 Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes   147.165 94.8   

                  

7 Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes   146.610 - 203.5   

8 Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   146.655 - 94.8 Tsq   

10 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   146.910 - 94.8   

11 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   147.030 + 94.8   

12 Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes   147.285 94.8 Tsq   

14 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.100 + 94.8   

15 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.850 + 94.8   

16 Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes   443.400 + 131.8 Tsq LK. TALQUIN; 147.495 
smplx, Tsq 146.2 

PANACEA; 146.505 
smplx, Tsq 131.8 

CRAWFORDVILLE; 
147.555, smplx, Tsq 88.5 

APALACHICOLA; 
147.435, smplex, Tsq 

100.0 

17 Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   443.950 + 94.8 Tsq   

18 Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes   444.400 + 131.8   

                  

19 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 146.835 DNA   

20 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 443.450 DNA   

21 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 1293.000 DNA   

22 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 1253.000 DNA   

                  

23 Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH     147.000 94.8   

 



 

New Membership or Renewal Form 
 
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any 
information from last year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your 
name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status, 
complete a form for each member. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ Call Sign: _________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________ State: _____________ ZIP: ______-_____ 
Member type: Individual ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one) 
Home Phone ( ) _____-___________ Work Phone: ( ) _____-___________ 
Cell Phone ( ) _____-___________ 
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________ 
ARRL member (y/n) ______ TARS Van trained (y/n) ______ 
 
You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in 
radio communications is all that is required.  
 
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per 
individual or family. 
 
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!  
 
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar 
year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues 
become $7.50. 
 
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or 
TARS). Bring your check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of 
the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail your check and information to the 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 
32315. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL), their dues are $39 annually. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. Go to 
http://www.arrl.org/join.html for more membership  
 

                                                                                                        
 
 


