Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

June 2011

________________________________________________________________

Next Meeting

____________________________________

June 2, 2011, 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal
Church, Fellowship Hall,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road,
North of I-10
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first
Thursday of every month.
Our primary meeting location has been
changed, on a trial basis, to the St.
Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church,
Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old Bainbridge
Road, North of I-10 in Tallahassee in
Tallahassee. Talk-in on the AE4S
repeater 146.655 (-.600, tone 94.8), or
146.520 simplex.
_____________________________________

TARS Officers
President: Dan Moniz - KI4HGO
Vice President: Alan Torledsky - W1ABT
Secretary: Zulma Flynn – KJ4PVD
Treasurer: Larry Pushor - KI4MAJ
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Zawrotny K4EAZ
Historian: Vacant
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell N4KGT
Special Events: Vacant
Webmaster: David A. Heupel WE4RA
Public Information Officer: Vacant

Upcoming Events
June

2

TARS Meeting

June

7

License Testing

June

25-26

Field Day

___________________________________

Club News
____________________________________

****************
MEETING LOCATION CHANGE
****************
At the April meeting, the
membership voted to change the
meeting location to the St. Francis
of Assisi Episcopal Church,
Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old
Bainbridge Road, North of I-10 in
Tallahassee. This will be a threemonth trial move after which the
membership will determine whether to
make the move permanent.
This is the same location where we
hold classes and license testing.
____________________________________

TARS Election of Officers
The TARS officers selected Chuck
Basham, AI4KA, Nick Adam, W4EAF,
and Dave Barton, AI4GF, to be the

nominating committee for the 2011
election of officers.

year the Field Day will be held at the
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road North of
I-10 in Tallahassee.

The committee reported the following
initial slate of candidates at the May
meeting:
President: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
Vice President: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
Secretary:
Treasurer: Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ
Additional nominations may be made
from the floor at the annual meeting in
June.
Note that no nominee was found for
the position of Secretary. It is important
that this position be filled. Because the
President takes care of most of the
correspondence himself, the primary
function of this position is taking the
minutes of the meeting. This can be
done by using a tape recorder and
jotting down the names of who makes
motions during the meeting. The
newsletter editor can assist with
polishing the grammar and punctuation
of the minutes for publication, so
writing skills are not a prerequisite. The
Secretary serves a one of the four
members of the Board of Directors of
the club. Please consider volunteering
for this necessary position at the June
meeting.
_______________________________

New Field Day Location
Announced
Mike, K4ICY, Chairman for the 2011
Field Day, has announced a change in
venue for this year’s Field Day. This

As always, Field Day is the last
weekend in June. More details will
follow, but Mike is already looking for
volunteers for the various stations,
food, etc. Contact him at
K4ICY@arrl.net.
_______________________________

TARS Field Day - GET ON THE
AIR STATION

de Phil N4IPH
The last couple of years TARS has
allowed newly licensed and non-active
amateurs to have the opportunity to
“Get On The Air” without the pressure
of the normal Field Day stations.
Members of our “Elmer Group” can
take time to explain the operation of
the different types of radios (both VHF
& HF), the exchanges and the logging
procedures used in the Field Day
operation. These skills can then be
used throughout the year in the variety
of Contests and Special Event
available, especially on the HF Bands.

The GOTA station is an informal way
of getting on the air for the first time or
as a refresher for hams that have been
off the air for a period of time.
The current issue of QST (June 2011)
has a very good article about the
GOTA Station of the Raleigh Amateur
Radio Society in North Carolina. They
use a “three step process” similar to
what we do here in Tallahassee during
our Field Day Operation.
New arrivals meet with a “coach” that
explains the process outside the
operating area. They practice logging
on a “dummy computer log,” then
move into the regular operating
position to be greeted with another
“coach” that explains the current GOTA
operating position. The next step is to
allow them to take over the logging
process and eventually the operating
position to make contacts with other
stations. Everyone has a chance to
observe, log and operate in 15 minute
shifts, especially if other people are
waiting. The operation is a “search
and pounce,” which allows the operator
to tune across the bands and select
the station they wish to contact. It’s
difficult to have inexperienced
operators try to “hold and run” with a
frequency; it’s hard to keep up with the
rapid pace.
The most difficult problem is to tune
the station to the proper “pitch” in SSB
so that they tune in the station they are
trying to communicate with, not the one
above or below. Just as they are “fine
tuning,” the station stops transmitting.
This takes some practice, especially
for newly licensed amateurs. What
they don’t realize is that their signal
may sound “low or garbled” to the

other station because they are not
transmitting on the proper frequency.
One tip that we have used over the
years at Field Day and at several of
our “Get On The Air” Saturday
morning setups, is to listen and get all
the other station’s information; name,
callsign, exchange & location; before
you give them a call. This way you
don’t need to spend time making
several exchanges of “filling in” the
information. If you don’t make a
contact, come back to that frequency a
little later and try again.
One of the hardest parts of operating a
GOTA station is identifying stations
that haven’t been contacted by a
previous operator. That’s when the
“computer log” comes in handy. You
can enter the callsign and check very
quickly to see if it had been worked
earlier in the Field Day event by
another operator.
We will have several radios set up for
you to practice locating some stations
and hopefully some “dummy” logging
computers to help you learn the
logging procedure. If you have any
questions, try to see the members of
the Elmer Group at the next TARS
meeting or come out early Saturday
morning before Field Day starts and
we will try to answer them.
Come on out to Field Day on June 25th
and “Get On The Air.”

_______________________________

Red Cross Communication
Team
Men don't usually like to go shopping
even when we know exactly what we
are looking for. I'll do it tomorrow or
later is usually the solution. Sometimes
we can't wait because events such as
Hurricane Season sticks to its
timetable even if we don't.
As hams, when we get involved in
different activities around the
community, we provide communication
to that organization. Most of the time
we are in non-emergency situations, so
this provides us with a method to better
our skills for when the "No Drill" event
happens.
Now for the shopping..............The Red
Cross here in Tallahassee needs your
help. It is really easy to become a
volunteer. The first thing you must
have to be on the Communications
Team is a valid Amateur license of any
class. Second, fill out a quick volunteer
form and a one-sheet background
check . This is only to be sure you are
not a felon—no other check is done. If
you do this, you will be issued a badge
indicating you are a Red Cross
volunteer on the Communication
Team.

Please consider
joining............deployment, if needed, is
ALWAYS voluntary.
Please contact Sal Martocci,
K4YFW@ARRL.NET

_______________________________

2011 Quincy Air Fest
TARS volunteers participated in the
2011 Quincy Air Fest on Saturday,
May 14. TARS members were going
to provide parking direction for visitor
vehicles and aircraft participating in the
event, as well as helping ensure the
safety of visitors to the event.
Additionally TARS members planned
on setting up an information booth and
display in front of K4SBZ, Stan's motor
home. K4GDF, Norm also brought his
5th wheel trailer and set it up at the
entrance to the airport to provide
shade and shelter.
There were a total of fourteen TARS
members who volunteered to
participate in the event: NS4G - Bob,
K4ICY - Mike, W4EAF - Nick, K4HRM Roberta, K4GDF - Norm, K4SBZ Stan, W4FLN - Bud, KJ4PVD - Zulma,
KA2OLL - Lloyd, W4SKG - David,
W1ABT - Alan, KI4MAJ - Larry,
W1AAO - Richard, and W1PLF - Chief.
Unfortunately, small aircraft and big
storms do not mix well and a series of
storm cells passed around and over
the Quincy airport before the event
officially began and Air Fest officials
decided to cancel the event rather than
risk the safety of pilots, ground crew,
vendors and visitors.
However, Air Fest officials had a small
window of clear weather after noon
and were able to provide free flights for
Young Eagles as planned. The Young
Eagles program provides free small
aircraft rides for youngsters interested
in learning about and experiencing air
flight.

_______________________________
In a Saturday night e-mail, Ed Copes,
the Quincy EAA member coordinating
the event recognized TARS volunteers
with the following: "Thanks to our
reliable friends from TARS who helped
us handle the situation!"
_______________________________

The Lunch Bunch
Many members of TARS get together
for lunch every Friday about 11:30 a.m.
at the Golden Corral on Monroe Street.
Everyone is welcome.

North Florida Hams Respond
to Alabama Disaster
At the invitation of ARRL Alabama
Section Emergency Coordinator Greg
Gross, K4GR, four Amateurs from the
North Florida Section provided
assistance to the Alabama tornado
disaster. Norm Scholer, K4GFD, and
Gary Alberstadt, KA3FZO were
deployed to Hackleburg, while Paul
Eakin, KJ4G, and Donna Barker,
WQ4M, were deployed to Jasper,
Alabama. The Alabama SEC, K4GR,
announced on the 7:30 North Florida
Phone Net that he was grateful to
North Florida for sending hams to
assist Alabama, especially Norm
Scholer, K4GFD, and Gary Alberstadt,
KA3FZO, who were assisting the Red
Cross in Hackleburg the town that was
more than 75 percent destroyed when
it was hit by an EF5 tornado that killed
more than 30 residents.

______________________________

Next Meeting - Speaker Topic:
Tom Brooks, K4TB, Overview
of Amateur Radio Satellites
Tom will give an overview of Amateur
Radio Satellites, with a short
PowerPoint and a demo of the SatPC
32 tracking program that he uses at
home and in the field. The overview
will simply cover the briefest history,
and describe the general types of
satellites, orbits, radio frequencies
used, equipment needed, and cover
how to get started in finding them and
using them. The subject is too long to
go into a lot of detail but hopefully will
wet people’s appetites for satellite
work.
The meeting will be held on June 2 at 7
pm at the St. Francis of Assisi
Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road.

_____________________________________

CDC Emergency Preparedness
& Response Site
The CDC has launched a new
Facebook page for Emergency
Preparedness and Response. This
page will keep you informed about how
to be prepared for public health
emergencies and disasters, as well as
provide information needed to protect
and save lives during an event.
Become a fan today! “Like” the page
on
www.facebook.com/cdcemergency to
receive updates, participate in future
conversations, and more.
_____________________________________

Special Needs Registry
Find contact information for Special
Needs Registries in your county. If you
or a family member is medically
dependent on electricity, need
transportation to evacuate or help
because of disability during an
emergency, you should check out your
county’s registry and available
services. For more information, visit
https://www.disability.gov/state/florida/
emergency_preparedness.
_____________________________________

Some Local Nets
North Florida Amateur Radio Emergency
Communicatons Net: Dailey,
9 a. m.: except Sunday, 3950 kHz
Capital District EmComm Training Net:
Sunday, 7:30 p. m.: 146.655 MHz
Capital District ARES: Sunday,
8 p. m.: 146.655 MHz

The first Sunday of every month, we have
three special ARES nets. One on 75
meters, on or near 3958KHz (+/-) at 1930
hours Eastern time. At the conclusion of
this net, most everyone moves to
7245KHz (+/-), and picks up the round
table there. At 2000 hours Eastern, the
regular weekly Capital District ARES net
meets on 146.655MHz, and we are joined
by station WX4TAE, at the National
Weather Service Office in Tallahassee.
During the first portion of this net, one of
the staff meteorologists joins us on the air
and provides a retrospective of the
previous month's weather patterns, a brief
forecast of what we might expect for the
coming month, and also takes specific
questions from stations who have checked
in to the net. Please join us for these very
informative ARES nets - the first Sunday
of every month.
Florida Phone Traffic Net: Daily, 6:55 am:
3940 kHz
Florida Midday Traffic Net: Daily, Noon:
7242 kHz
North Florida Phone Net: Daily,
2330Z: 3950 kHz,
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club
Thursday, 8:00 pm, 145.17 MHZ Duplex,
PL 141.3, --600
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio
Club: Monday, 8:00 pm, 145.450 MHz, PL
94.8
Jefferson County Net: Monday, 8:00 pm
on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 MHz,
PL 94.8

_____________________________________

Our Neighbors
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC)
Meetings: The first Saturday of each
month at 7:30 pm at the Plaza
Restaurant in downtown Thomasville.

For Loan
TARS Equipment available to
members (short/long term):
MFJ 259 Antenna Analyzer
Heathkit SB-220 80 thru 10 meter
amplifier
Tri-band yagi (unknown make/model)
Ham-IV rotator

Net: Thursday night at 8:00 pm on
145.17MHZ Duplex
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio
Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each
month at the Wakulla County
Emergency Management Facility at
7:30 pm
Net: Monday Night at 8:00 pm on
145.450 MHz, pl 94.8
Jefferson County
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on
the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43
repeater; PL 94.8.
____________________________________

Trading Post
For Sale
Yaesu VX-7R Tri-Band comes with
drop in charger, car charger, RT
System programming cable/Software
and Speaker/mic for $225.00 OBO If
interested contact Norm K4GFD

Gin-pole
“various” older computers
Note: the amp, rotator, & yagi need
some minimal TLC.
Contact Steve, AD4E, ad4e@arrl.net,
for more info
Repair
Here is info on TV shop that does
Amateur Radio repair in Quitman, GA
Ley's Radio & TV
1150 Webster Rd, Quitman, GA
(229) 263-4861
I suggest you look up their address on
MapQuest before driving to Quitman.
It is just 1 turn off of Hwy 84 East - but
it is about 3 or 4 miles up to their shop.
They are very good!
Tell them N0TW, Terry, recommended
you.
73 Terry, N0TW

If you have personal amateur radio
items that you would like to sell or
need, we will publish short requests in
the newsletter, subject to editorial
review. Please send your requests to
the newsletter editor at
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@gmail.com by the
15th of the month.
___________________________________

Topics of Interest
Members are encouraged to submit items
of interest for publication. Items should be
brief and may be edited for spelling,
grammar, punctuation, etc. The deadline
for publication is the 15th of the month.
____________________________________

E-mail Addresses
Please forward any additions or
changes of e-mail addresses for
delivery of the Newsletter to
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@Gmail.com .
Also notify me if you do not wish to
continue to receive the newsletter.
_____________________________________

Disclaimer
The Printed Circuit is not representative of
the views or opinions of the whole
organization, and such views and opinions
expressed herein are of the individual
author(s).

Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes of the May TARS Membership Meeting
TARS - Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
The TARS May Meeting was held at the Publix on Ocala Rd on Thursday, May 5, 2011
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 pm
President Dan Moniz KI4HGO welcomed the members and guests
INTRODUCTION of GUESTS
Alan W1ABT introduced the speaker, Gerald “Gerry” Gross, WA6POZ, who wore for few
minutes a Palestinian headdress, also known as keffiyeh or ghutrah or ḥaṭṭah or mashadah or
shemagh.

Gerry got his first amateur radio license in 1961 and he advanced to an Extra license class in
1993. After Gerry shared a short summary of his life, he narrated his trip to Jordan in 1985. This
trip started by an invitation of the King Hussein of Jordan. Gerry shared lot of pictures of
pictures of Petra, including the Treasury and the Siq. Gerry also gave away books about 10
meter antennas.
BREAK
We had the 50-50 during the break; Dan KI4HGO was the lucky one.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report:
• Larry KI4MAJ reported the treasure’s report in the newsletter.
Minutes:
• Zulma KJ4PVD presented the Minutes in the Newsletter.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Testing:
• Alan Terrell, N4KGT, commented the next testing session will be on June 7th at 7 pm, at
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church. There is also a testing session in Thomasville on
May 21st.

• Alan Terrell, N4KGT, commented they will have testing session on Field Day (June 25th) from
10-11am.
Repeater:
Randy Pierce, AG4UU, gave a brief report about the repeaters and commented the 146.910
repeater is not working.
BUSINESS
Field Day:
• Mike, KI4ICY, confirmed Field Day will be held on St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church.
Mike asked for help with CW and with the food for the event.
• If you want to promote this event, send an email to Stan, K4SBZ, and ask him for the flyer.
Nomination of Officers:
• David Barton, AI4GF, announced Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ, wants to continue as treasurer
and that Dan, KI4HGO, Alan, W1ABT, and Zulma, KJ4PVD, wish to step down from
their duties. Phil “Chief,” W1PLF, nominated Stan, K4SBZ, for the candidacy of TARS
president, which Stan accepted. Mike, K4ICY, nominated himself as vice-president
if Stan is the elected president. The secretary position does not have candidates
Nominations were approved for the members present in the meeting.
Quincy AirFest:
• Phil “Chief,” W1PLF, asked for volunteers for this event. The event will be held at Quincy
Municipal Airport on May 14th from 7am -5pm. There will be two shifts 7am-12pm and
12-5pm.
Red Cross Volunteers:
• Sal, K4YFW, requested volunteers for the Red Cross, at least two volunteers with
general or higher license but all license classes are welcome. It is important to be part of
the Red Cross to become aware of the shelters operation.
Work Party:
• Phil “Chief,” W1PLF, and Randy, AG4UU, had the idea of having a work party, some
days during the first two weeks of June; to move all the things from the old van to the
new TARS trailer. Furthermore, during Field day, all the things can be organized in the
trailer.
AMENDMENT TO THE APRIL MINUTES 2011
TARS Meeting in March: Paul, KJ4G, made a motion to have a monthly meeting in March,
additional to the auction; because the two months gap is making difficult to discuss the events in
April. David Miner, W4SKG, seconded and the motion was approved.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting closed at 9:00 pm
Submitted by,
Zulma Jimenez
KJ4PVD

TARS Treasurer’s Report
June 2011

Beginning balance April 15, 2011
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

$ 787.70
2289.45
$3077.15

Summary of month’s activities:
Receipts deposited in Checking Account
Interest received for Savings Account
Expenditures for the month

$69.16
.00
$439.39

Receipts into checking account derived from the following:
$30.00 Member Dues
10.00 50/50
29.16 Return of sales tax from projector purchase
$69.16 Total
Expenditures:
$392.78 Purchase of projector
46.61 Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 5-6-11 billing
$439.39 Total
Outstanding Expenses:
None
Ending Balances on May 15, 2011:
Checking Account:
$ 417.47
Savings Account:
2289.45
Total
$2706.92

1 Members renewed or joined since last report.
1 individual
0 family members
0 students
Dues for renewing individuals, as well as family members are $15.00. Membership fee for new
members joining in June is $8.75.

The Radio Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur is...
CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the
pleasure of others.

LOYAL... offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local
clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the
United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient
station and operation above reproach.
FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and
counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the
interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service.

BALANCED... radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to
family, job, school or community.
PATRIOTIC... station and skill always ready for service to country and
community.
-- The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.

Repeaters
Location

County

Call Sign

1

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

For
Emerg
Mgt Use
Yes

2

Crawfordville

Wakulla

KD4MOJ

3

Greensboro

Gadsden

4

Monticello

5

Output
Freq

Encode

145.450 -

94.8

Yes

444.000

None

K4GFD

Yes

147.390

94.8 Tsq

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Yes

145.430 -

94.8

Monticello

Jefferson

KA3FZO

Yes

444.050

None

6

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165

94.8

7

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

8

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8 Tsq

10

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

11

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

12

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285

94.8 Tsq

14

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

15

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.850 +

94.8

16

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8 Tsq

17

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8 Tsq

18

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

19

Tallahassee

Leon

K4WAK

Yes

D-Star

146.835

DNA

20

Tallahassee

Leon

K4WAK

Yes

D-Star

443.450

DNA

21

Tallahassee

Leon

K4WAK

Yes

D-Star

1293.000

DNA

22

Tallahassee

Leon

K4WAK

Yes

D-Star

1253.000

DNA

23

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

147.000

94.8

D-Star

D-Star

Aux or Remote Site

LK. TALQUIN; 147.495
smplx, Tsq 146.2
PANACEA; 146.505
smplx, Tsq 131.8
CRAWFORDVILLE;
147.555, smplx, Tsq 88.5
APALACHICOLA;
147.435, smplex, Tsq
100.0

New Membership or Renewal Form
2011 has arrived and so has TARS membership renewal. Make the form easy
on yourself. If you have not changed any information from last year, merely
make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your
member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a
form for each member.
Name: _________________________________ Call Sign: _________
Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
City: ______________________ State: ____ ZIP: ______-_____
Member type: Indiv. ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one)
Home Phone ( ) _____-_______ Work Phone: ( ) _____-_______
Cell Phone ( ) _____-_______
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________
ARRL member (y/n) ____ TARS Van trained (y/n) ____
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per
individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free! You need not be a licensed amateur radio
operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is all that is required.
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar
year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues
become $7.50.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or
TARS). Bring your check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of
the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail your check and information to the
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL,
32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League
(ARRL), their dues are $39 annually. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. Go to
http://www.arrl.org/join.html for more membership

