
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 
March 2011 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Next Meeting 
 

April 7, 2011, 12:00 p.m. 
(No March meeting because of auction) 

 

Ocala Rd. Publix 
 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first 
Thursday of every month. 
 
Our primary meeting location is the 
conference room on the upper floor of 
the Publix at 800 Ocala Road (near 
Tennessee St.) in Tallahassee. Talk-in 
on the AE4S repeater 146.655 (down 
.600, tone 94.8), or 146.520 simplex, if 
you require entry into the building. 
 
_____________________________________ 

 
TARS Officers 

 
President: Dan Moniz - KI4HGO 
Vice President: Alan Torledsky - W1ABT 
Secretary: Zulma Flynn – KJ4PVD 
Treasurer: Larry Pushor - KI4MAJ 
 
TARS Committees: 
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Zawrotny K4EAZ 
Historian: Vacant 
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell N4KGT 
Special Events: Vacant 
Webmaster: David A. Heupel WE4RA 
Public Information Officer: Vacant 
 

Annual TARS Auction 
 
Each March instead of a meeting, TARS holds an 
auction on the first Saturday of the month.  
Amateurs may bring any radio equipment to be 
auctioned off. The TARS club receives 10% of the 
sale price.  This year’s auction will be held at the 
American Red Cross building at 1115 Easterwood 
Drive, Tallahassee, FL. The auction will begin at 
9:00 Saturday March 5.  There will be food served 
after the auction.  Bring any equipment you would 
like to sell. 
____________________________________ 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
March  5 TARS Annual Auction 
 
March   5 EchoLink Webinar 
 
March 12 EchoLink Webinar 
 
April   2 Technician License Class 
 
April    5 License Testing 
 
___________________________________ 

Club News 
____________________________________ 
 

“Get On The Air”  
de Phil N4IPH 

  
TARS held it's 2nd Get on the Air 
event on Saturday, February 19 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church.  We had 
about 20 people attend and a number 
of different "modes" in operation. 
EchoLink, D-Star and other digital 
modes, HF, VHF, Satellite and CW 



were all in operation at the same time 
with very little interference.  
 

 
 
We had two hams, Zulma Jiminez, 
KJ4PVD, and John Elzie, KJ4YSO, 
made their first HF contact with a 
station in Detroit on 20 meters. John 
also had his first experience in 
operating 10 meters with his own 
callsign into Puerto Rico. 

 
 
Thanks to all the new and experienced 
hams that came out and participated in 
the 2nd Get on the Air Event.  We will 
probably hold another one after the 
Technician Class in early April. This 
will allow the newly licensed hams to 
get on the air shortly after receiving 
their license.  If you would like to help 
us with the next event, send me an e-
mail at n4iph@arrl.net with the "mode" 
you would like to demonstrate and I'll 
add you to the list. 
_____________________________________ 
 

ARES News 

 
 

ECHOLINK WEBINAR 
 
The Capital District ARES is 

sponsoring an EchoLink Webinar on 
two Saturday evenings in early March.  
The dates for the webinar are March 5 
and March 12 at 7 PM. Each session 
will last about an hour to 90 minutes.  
The meetings will be on the 146.655 
repeater, and at the same time, 
participants will open the EchoLink 
program on their computers and follow 
along as the moderator explains the 
various aspects of EchoLink.   
 
The first session will focus on 
downloading the program and getting it 
set up, to include router and firewall 
issues.  The second meeting will 
discuss EchoLink communications and 
how the computer interfaces with 
amateur radio.  We will use EchoLink 
to establish various worldwide links. 
We will also discuss its use in 
emergencies.   
 
So, if you have wondered what 
EchoLink is, and if you could use it, 
this webinar is for you.  If you are 
interested let Dave Davis, WA4WES, 
Assist DEC-Operations, know at 
davedavis1@embarqmail.com. 
 
_____________________________________ 
 

A Good Year To Upgrade 
 
From ARRL-QST February 2011 
de Phil N4IPH 
 
If you subscribe to QST as part of your 
ARRL Membership, you probably saw 
the article by David Sumner K1ZZ 
(ARRL CEO) titled “A Good Year To 
Upgrade” .  David outlines the many 
advantages of upgrading from the 
Technician Class license to the 
General Class license.  He also 
reminds the “potential” Generals that 



the New Question Pool for General 
goes into effect on July 1, 2011. So if 
you have been studying the current 
pool, there may be some slight 
changes in July.  There is a new group 
of questions on “station operation” and 
“getting too close to the band edge”.  
 
Remember just because you hear 
someone’s QSO it doesn’t mean you 
can transmit, even with an Extra Class 
license!  General Class operators have 
operating privileges at full “legal power” 
(if you need it) in all the Amateur 
Bands. There are just a few segments 
reserved for the old Advanced and 
current Extra Class operators.  Just 
remember the FCC states “you should 
only use the minimum amount of 
power to carry on the conversation”,  
you don’t need a full KW to get across 
town. 
 
Ten Meters should start on the “up-
swing” as we expect more sun spots to 
start showing up.  When this happens, 
the lower portion of 10 meters is going 
to get a little crowded.  If you have the 
General or above you can move on up 
the band and even participate in some 
of the many FM repeaters in the upper 
portion. 
 
How to Study? 
 
 The ARRL has revised the General 
Class License Manual and added a CD 
with some study and testing software 
for you to use.  W5YI also has a very 
good study series.  One difference in 
the past, is that the W5YI material 
explains the correct answer as you 
study the question pool.  Not sure if the 
new ARRL material has used this 
approach or not.    It’s been a while 
since I looked over their series. 

 
David also points out, if you are in the 
“study mode” why stop at the General 
Class go ahead and prepare for the 
Extra.  Both ARRL and W5YI have 
study material for the Extra Question 
Pool.  The Extra exam just has more 
in- depth electronics and theory.  The 
written exam contains 50 questions. 
Just a few more than the Technician 
and General.  While the Technician 
question pool concentrates on VHF & 
UHF operation.The General and Extra 
concentrates on HF, Satellite 
Operation and some of the Digital 
Modes. 
 
As David states at the end of his 
article, ‘Why Not Make 2011 the Year 
You Upgrade!’�
_____________________________________ 

 
Amateur Radio Technician 

Class 
 
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio 
Society will sponsor an Amateur Radio 
License Class on Saturday, April 2nd, 
2011. The class will run from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM at St. Francis of Assisi 
Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall, 
3413 Old Bainbridge Road North of I-
10 in Tallahassee. This will be a one 
day class, with a short break for lunch. 
There is no charge for the class.  
 
The course will cover the necessary 
FCC rules & regulations, electronic 
theory, operating practice for the FCC 
Technician Class Amateur Radio 
License 
 
The Technician License Manual 
($24.95) should to be ordered before 
the class from the ARRL (www.arrl.org) 
or from one of the local book stores. 



ARRL Order Toll-Free 
1-888-277-5289. It is suggested that 
you also download and print a copy of 
the current Technician Question Pool 
from the www.arrl.org or 
www.ncvec.org before you come to 
class.  
 
The ARRL Volunteer Examiner test 
session will be held the following 
Tuesday night, April 5th, at 7:00 PM 
($15 test fee) at the same location.  
_____________________________________ 

 
The Lunch Bunch 

 

Many members of TARS get together 
for lunch every Friday about 11:30 a.m. 
at the Golden Corral on Monroe Street. 
Everyone is welcome.  
____________________________________ 
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_____________________________________ 
 

Next Meeting - Speaker Topic: 
Amateur Radio Needs Public 

Relations  
  
Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, recently 
appointed the North Florida ARES 
Section Public Information Coordinator, 
will speak about the need for public 
relations within the Amateur Radio 
community. He will discuss not only the 
role of the Public Information Officer, 
but also the public relations 
responsibilities of every Amateur Radio 
operator. 

 
 

The meeting will be held on April 7 at 7 
pm at the Publix at 800 Ocala Road.  
_____________________________________ 

 
Some Local Nets 

 
North Florida Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communicatons Net: Dailey, 
9 a. m.: except Sunday, 3950 kHz  
 
Capital District EmComm Training Net: 
Sunday, 7:30 p. m.: 146.655 MHz 
 
Capital District ARES: Sunday, 
8 p. m.: 146.655 MHz 
 
The first Sunday of every month, we have 
three special ARES nets.  One on 75 
meters, on or near 3958KHz (+/-) at 1930 
hours Eastern time.  At the conclusion of 
this net, most everyone moves to 
7245KHz (+/-), and picks up the round 
table there.  At 2000 hours Eastern, the 
regular weekly Capital District ARES net 
meets on 146.655MHz, and we are joined 
by station WX4TAE, at the National 
Weather Service Office in Tallahassee.  
During the first portion of this net, one of 
the staff meteorologists joins us on the air 
and provides a retrospective of the 
previous month's weather patterns, a brief 

forecast of what we might expect for the 
coming month, and also takes specific 
questions from stations who have checked 
in to the net.  Please join us for these very 
informative ARES nets - the first Sunday 
of every month. 
 
Florida Phone Traffic Net:  Daily, 6:55 am: 
3940 kHz  
 
Florida Midday Traffic Net: Daily, Noon: 
7242 kHz  
 
North Florida Phone Net: Daily, 
2330Z: 3950 kHz,  
 
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club 
Thursday, 8:00 pm, 145.17 MHZ Duplex, 
PL 141.3, --600 
 
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio 
Club: Monday, 8:00 pm, 145.450 MHz, PL 
94.8 
 
Jefferson County Net: Monday, 8:00 pm 
on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 MHz, 
PL 94.8 
_____________________________________ 

 
Our Neighbors 

 
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) 
 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each 
month at  7:30 pm at the Plaza 
Restaurant in downtown Thomasville.  

 
Net: Thursday night at 8:00 pm on 
145.17MHZ Duplex 

 



Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio 
Club (SPARC) 
 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each 
month at the Wakulla County 
Emergency Management Facility at 
7:30 pm 
 
Net: Monday Night at 8:00 pm on 
145.450 MHz, pl 94.8 
 
Jefferson County 
 
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on 
the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 
repeater; PL 94.8.  
____________________________________ 
 

PSK-31 in the Attic 
 
We have just been informed that an 
article titled "PSK-31 in the Attic," 
written by TARS member Stan 
Zawrotny, has been scheduled for 
publication in the March issue of CQ 
Magazine. In that article, Stan 
describes how, using PSK-31, a 
homemade 20 meter dipole in the attic 
and low power, he has been able to 
overcome antenna restrictions and 
work DX as far away as Moscow and 
Hawaii.  
 
____________________________________ 
 

E-mail Addresses 
 
Please forward any additions or 
changes of e-mail addresses for 
delivery of the Newsletter to 
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@Gmail.com .  
 
Also notify me if you do not wish to 
continue to receive the newsletter. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

Trading Post 
 

For Sale 
 
Yaesu VX-7R Tri-Band comes with 
drop in charger, car charger, RT 
System programming cable/Software 
and Speaker/mic for $225.00 OBO  If 
interested contact Norm K4GFD 
 
For Loan 
 
If any TARS’ member needs to use the 
MFJ 259 Antenna Analyzer or a 
Heathkit SB-220 80 through 10 meter 
HF amplifier, let Steve, AD4E, know: 
ad4e@arrl.net 
 

 
 
If you have personal amateur radio 
items that you would like to sell or 
need, we will publish short requests in 
the newsletter, subject to editorial 
review. Please send your requests to 
the newsletter editor at 
K4EAZ.Elizabeth@gmail.com by the 
15th of the month. 
____________________________________ 

 
Topics of Interest 

 
Members are encouraged to submit items 
of interest for publication. Items should be 
brief and may be edited for spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, etc. The deadline 
for publication is the 15th of the month. 
____________________________________ 
 

Disclaimer 
 
The Printed Circuit is not representative of 
the views or opinions of the whole 
organization, and such views and opinions 
expressed herein are of the individual 
author(s). 

 



Minutes of the February Meeting 
 
TARS - Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 
Thursday, February 3, 2011  
 
The TARS February Meeting was held at the Publix on Ocala Rd. on Thursday, 
February 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Dan Moniz KI4HGO welcomed the members and guests. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Theo - K4MVL shared the story of Jerry Kessler - N4JL, who celebrated his 50th 
anniversary as a licensed amateur radio operator on January 31st 2011. Jerry got his 
first license in Chicago approximately when he was 13 years old. Later on he moved to 
Tallahassee and had to change his K9 call sign for a K4 (K4KPA).  Presently his call 
sign is N4JL. Theo along with Carl - NN5I and Art - KG4YZE invited Jerry to join a group 
of hams that have been amateur radio operators for over 50 years.  Jerry thanked Theo 
for the words and his wife for her support. We celebrated Jerry’s anniversary with cake 
and ice cream. 
 

BREAK 
 

We had the 50-50. Don W4DSW was the lucky one. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

·  Stan’s (K4SBZ) presentation was postponed for next meeting because of the 
celebration and for the lack of a projector. 

 
·  Paul KJ4G announced that Dan KI4HGO resigned the Capital District DEC 

position due to medical reasons. Norm K4GFD accepted to be the new DEC. 
Paul also announced that Mike K4ICY is the new assistant AEC. 

 
·  Paul announced the events coming up this month, the Tallahassee Marathon on 

February 6th 2011 and the Airplane Crash Simulation at the Airport on February 
17th 2011.  

 
BUSINESS 

 
·  Mike K4ICY is organizing the 37th Tallahassee Marathon. Mike mentioned this 

event is open to all hams and we will be watching over the runners for any type 
of difficulties.  Additionally the idea of this event is also for the hams to practice 
the ICS system.  

 
·  Norm K4GFD is organizing the Airport exercise. Paul requested volunteers for 

this important event and indicated that this event will be based on the ICS 



system.  
 

·  Stan K4SBZ requested volunteers for The Manly Man Feast on February 26th 
2011. He wants hams to display different equipment like digital, HF, etc.   

 
·  Chief WIPLF made the motion to buy a projector for the TARS club and David 

W4SKG second the proposed motion. Chief will get quotes for the projector. 
 

·  Keith KJ4PVC mentioned that he needs a guide for the website and somebody to 
approve its content.  Dan KI4HGO promised to work with Keith in providing the 
info that should go in the website and approving it.  

 
·  Stan read the card from John Ahrendt, who thanked the TARS for giving him 

equipment to start being a ham operator. 
 
Everybody thanked Dan for his service through the years. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting closed at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Submitted by,    
 
Zulma Jiménez - KJ4PVD 
TARS Secretary 
kj4pvd@gmail.com    

 
 

Not Getting Your Newsletters? 
 

Submit your e-mail address changes to Elizabeth Zaw rotny, K4EAZ.Elizabeth@Gmail.com  . 
 

If you do not wish to receive the Newsletter,  
let me know that too. 



TARS Treasurer’s Report  
 

March 2011 
 
 

Beginning balance January 15, 2011 
 Checking Account:                      $  470.89   
 Savings Account:                           2289.17 
           $2760.06   
Summary of month’s activities: 
     Receipts deposited in Checking Account                        $239.50 
     Interest received for Savings Account                                    .00 
     Expenditures for the month                                               132.96 
 

Receipts into checking account derived from the following: 
          $165.00   Member Dues                 
              63.00   SPARC reimbursement for Bethel Tower, Sept, Oct, Nov bills 
              11.50   50/50             
          $239.50   Total 
 
Expenditures: 
           $27.39    Paper Tablet & supplies for speaker 
             22.16    Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 1-7-11 billing 
             22.16    Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 2-8-11 billing 
             61.25    Florida Corporation filing fee with Dept of State 
         $132.96    Total 
 
Outstanding Expenses: 
 None 
 
Ending Balances on February 15, 2010: 
   Checking Account:         $  577.43 
            Savings Account:           2289.17  
                            Total                    $2866.60       
 
11 Members renewed or joined since last report. 
          8 individuals 

3 family members 
 0 students 
 
Dues for renewing individuals, as well as family members are $15.00.  Membership fee for new 
members joining in March is $12.50. 



 
 
 
 
 

 The Radio Amateur is... 

CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the 
pleasure of others. 

LOYAL...  offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local 
clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in 
the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE... with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and 
efficient station and operation above reproach. 

FRIENDLY... slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and 
counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the 
interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service. 

BALANCED...  radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to 
family, job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC... station and skill always ready for service to country and 
community. 

-- The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928 .
  

 

The Radio Amateur's Code  



Repeaters 
 

 
Location  County Call Sign 

For 
Emerg 

Mgt Use  
D-Star  Output 

Freq Encode Aux or Remote Site  

1 Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes   145.450 - 94.8   

2 Crawfordville Wakulla KD4MOJ Yes   444.000 None   

                  
3 Greensboro Gadsden K4GFD Yes   147.390 94.8 Tsq   

                  
4 Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF Yes   145.430 - 94.8   

                  
5 Monticello Jefferson KA3FZO Yes D-Star 444.050 No ne   

                  
6 Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes   147.165 94.8   

                  
7 Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes   146.610 - 203.5   

8 Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   146.655 - 94.8 Tsq   

10 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   146.910 - 94.8   

11 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   147.030 + 94.8   

12 Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes   147.285 94.8 Tsq   

14 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.100 + 94.8   

15 Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.850 + 94.8   

16 Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes   443.400 + 131.8 Tsq LK. TALQUIN; 147.495 
smplx, Tsq 146.2 

PANACEA; 146.505 
smplx, Tsq 131.8 

CRAWFORDVILLE; 
147.555, smplx, Tsq 88.5  

APALACHICOLA; 
147.435, smplex, Tsq 

100.0 
17 Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   443.950 + 94.8 Tsq   

18 Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes   444.400 + 131.8   

                  
19 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 146.835 DNA   

20 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 443.450 DNA   

21 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 1293.000 DNA   

22 Tallahassee Leon K4WAK Yes D-Star 1253.000 DNA   

                  
23 Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH     147.000 94.8   

 



 

New Membership or Renewal Form 
 
2011 has arrived and so has TARS membership renewal. Make the form easy 
on yourself. If you have not changed any information from last year, merely 
make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your 
member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a 
form for each member. 
 
Name: _________________________________ Call Sign: _________ 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State: ____ ZIP: ______-_____ 
Member type: Indiv. ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one) 
Home Phone ( ) _____-_______ Work Phone: ( ) _____-_______ 
Cell Phone ( ) _____-_______ 
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________ 
ARRL member (y/n) ____ TARS Van trained (y/n) ____ 
 
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per 
individual or family. 
 
Students (with valid ID) can join for free! You need not be a licensed amateur radio 
operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is all that is required. 
New members pay pro-rata based on the number of months remaining in the calendar 
year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues 
become $7.50. 
 
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or 
TARS). Bring your check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of 
the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail your check and information to the 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 
32315. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL), their dues are $39 annually. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. Go to 
http://www.arrl.org/join.html for more membership  
 

                                                                                                           
 


