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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 
October 2012 
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THE ARC MAY BE 
THE PLACE TO BE! 

Decision over TARS’s new home – Pending… Meet at th e ARC.  
�

SPAGHETTI! 
The Spaghetti 100 is Saturday the 6 th – Join in on the adventure and get fed!  

�

October Meeting  
Thursday October 4th, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 

 

The TARS Meeting Relocation Committee and Board are considering a couple of 
additional choices on venue and should be settling with a decision by this next 
meeting. For October’s meeting we are to meet at the American Red Cross 

facility located at 1115 Easterwood Drive.   See Page 3… 
 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of every month.  You are encouraged to bring friends and family. 

 
 

Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, to ne 94.8) 
�
 

�
Upcoming Events  •  See the K4TLH.net Calendar  for more information 

 
October 
 
Oct 4  (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting  - 
 

 
 
Oct 6  (Saturday) 
Spaghetti 100 
�

November 
 
Nov 1 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting  - 
 

December 
 
Holiday  
Party 
(TBA)  

�
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TARS Officers 
 

President:  Dan Moniz , KI4HGO 
 
Vice President:  Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
 
Secretary:  Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ 
 
Treasurer:  Nick Adams, W4EAF  

TARS Committees:  
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT 
Webmaster: Melissa Raulston  
Public Information Officer: Vacant 
 

 

From The K4TLH News Room… 

�    Great news!  It looks like we may be settling into a new location soon. It may 
even be at the building of the local chapter of the American Red Cross, a long-
time served agency of ours.  But we’ll just have to wait for October’s business 
meeting to find out. The TARS meeting is on October 4th, and among solidifying 
our meeting location, we need to discuss the upcoming Spaghetti 100 and the 
SET just a few days from now on the 6th, All of which require good participation – 
that, we are short of at the moment!  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  

 
    At the September’s meeting, Dan Moniz, KI4HGO, brought up a very important issue, that in the spirit of 
good ham radio practice, we should all take a bit of time to consider: There are many older hams in our area 
that, after many decades of generous public service and avid contribution to the hobby, are now faced with 
the increasing difficulties of health concerns, reduced access to transportation, family and social 
companionship. In the golden years of their lives, amateur radio should be providing the wealth of blessings 
and enjoyment so well deserved. 
 
    As a club and good “Elmers” in our avocation, let’s put forth a concerted effort to help TARS be more 
accessible and inclusive to our maturing operators. There are many older hams that would very much like to 
– and would - participate at the luncheons, the meetings and at TARS events if only they had ready 
transportation and even a little mindful assistance.  Dan admonished club members to think of our long-time 
friends and provide needed transportation whenever possible. Let’s make sure that none of these hams are 
without working HT’s and rigs needed to get them on the air. Make sure that no one is left out and that 
everyone who wants to, has the ability to readily reach out and make connections at the push of a button. 
 
    Hey OM, get up bright and early this morning and fix yourself a mess of ham and eggs! 
Hold the eggs, how 'bout just a little ham?  "Chief", KA5USN proposed an informal net between 7:30 am to 
9:00 am each morning on the 147.030 repeater.  Called the “Morning Drive-Time and Welfare Net ”, it's 
really just an informal check-in and rag chew net for anyone and everyone. A net - to inspire on-air activity. 
 
    What a great idea! This “morning” net is a good way to make sure our aging hams have more access to 
on-air activity – on a daily basis. Even if it’s just to check that your HT is working, or just to say “Hi”, the 
Morning Drive-Time and Welfare Net (“Morning” net) welcomes you.  Let’s make sure no one is left out! 
 
  
73, Mike Maynard, K4ICY  k4icy@arrl.net  (TARS VP/Editor) 
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The ARC is in the running for the home of our TARS Business Meetings 

   You are encouraged to join us (the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM – October 4 th) at the Capital 
Area Chapter of the American Red Cross . The committee formed to find a permanent location for the 
TARS business meetings, along with the membership, has allowed for one more month before a final 
decision, to weigh a couple of additional possibilities. A decision will be finalized at the October meeting. 
 

 

   
   For October, stop on by and take 
advantage of a great opportunity to 
visit the home of one of our long-timed 
served agencies. 
 
   The Tallahassee ARC is located on 
1115 Easterwood Drive (off of Capital 
Circle NE, just south of Hwy 90) 
immediately next to the animal shelter 
and in the vicinity of Tom Brown Park, 
the National Guard armory, and the 
new county dispatch facility. 
 
 Look forward to seeing you there!  
 

 
 

 
 

2012 TARS Holiday Party 
Join in on the festivities! 

 
    It’s time for club members to plan and contribute to the upcoming TARS Holiday Party. The party is held in lieu of 
the meeting at a time and day to be announced. This is a great tradition where friends and family are able to gather in 
the celebration of a good year for our hobby. There are many important considerations for the event which will require 
the efforts of a few committees. Here are a few items that should be discussed at the October’s business meeting: 
 

·  Place - We need to either book space for the event at a local restaurant, or use our meeting location. 

·  Food  – If not provided by a restaurant, should we have the event catered? Should we do a “potluck”? 
·  New Ham of the Year Award  – Do we have a ham (licensed under three years) that deserves recognition? 
·  Young Ham of the Year Award  – Let’s not forget out youth hams: the future of our hobby. 
·  The TARS and Feathers  Award  – A prestigious recognition of the ham considered an invaluable asset to the 

TARS organization and amateur radio in general. This committee is formed by the prior years’ recipients. 
·  Door Prizes  – Bring in the reps and their goodies! Useful ham shack items make great prizes.    
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October’s Speaker  •  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  
An Encore Presentation • His Topic of Choice 

   Gerry, WA6POZ, has again agreed to speak to us - given that his last visit was brief.  Look for an 
interesting topic and maybe a video presentation.  Gerry’s presentation will be held 7:00 PM, Thursday, 
October 4th at the American Red Cross facility located at 1115 Easterwood Drive next to the animal shelter. 
 

 
 

TESTING! • TESTING! • TESTING!  
Get Licensed – Get Upgraded 

 
   Ham Radio License testing will be held TUESDAY, October 2 nd at the American Red Cross building . 
Alan Terrell, N4KGT, heads the ARRL/TARS testing sessions scheduled for the first Tuesdays of 
even numbered months. Arrive at 7:00 pm  and bring two forms of picture ID, Social-Security card, 
$15 dollar, two #2 pencils and be ready to pass your exams. FREE additional upgrade test is given 
once primary test has been passed. Morse code, no longer required… Study hard and good luck! 
 

 

Eyeball QSO’s • Meeting at the ARC Building 
Photos from the September 6th TARS Meeting 

           Dan, KI4HGO – on a serious note. 
 
 
       Gathering at the heart of the Red Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All walks of life present: 
 

Kids, Students, 
Hobbyists and Pros. 
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It’s Time For Spaghetti! 
Capital City Cyclists • Spaghetti 100 

   The Spaghetti 100  bicycling event is only a few days away! The Capital City Cyclists has asked 

for our assistance.  On Saturday, October 6 th , rain or shine, the 100 mile / 100 kilometer ride will 
grace the scenic countryside of south Georgia and north Florida.  It will start in Miccosukee, go 
over the state line through Metcalf, go into Thomasville, and then over through Boston, Georgia 
which is the turnaround point.   On the way back, cyclists will head back across the state line going 
through Monticello and then back to Miccosukee where the CCC provides a free, delicious and 
plentiful spaghetti feast with cake and all the trimmings. There’ll also be an off-road route which 
has gained in popularity. 

 

 

 

 
 
   Unfortunately the Thomasville club will not be able to help us as they have a prior commitment 
and the ride is mostly in Georgia.  So we’ll need extra ham volunteers from TARS to cover the 
route.  All ham volunteers are invited to help eat the spaghetti supper at the finish of the ride! 
 

   Riders will start the course at 7:30 a.m. 
from the Miccosukee Community Center.  
They’ll be back by 4:30 p.m. with the most of 
them riding in by 2:30 p.m.  To cover the 
route we’ll need a good 20 volunteers.  As 
of this notice, we do not have enough 
committed to help out! Come on out with 
your mobile rig ready, this is a great event 
and a very good exercise for new and 
veteran hams. Let us know ASAP if you can 
help work this event, either for a few hours 
or for the day.  

 

HUNGRY  for spaghetti and ham radio adventure? 

We have very few volunteers at the time of publicat ion – PLEASE Consider!  
 

Ham volunteers are to meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Miccosukee Community Center 
   for coordination and assignments. 
 
Please contact Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ,  at KI4MAJ@arrl.net if you can help. 
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Get To Know  Mike Maynard • A QSO with K4ICY 
With Nick Adams, W4EAF 

 

   This month’s featured TARS officer is our dynamic, energetic 

vice-president, Mike Maynard, K4ICY . 

 

    Mike is a Tallahassee native.  He is married, and has five 

children, three girls and two boys.  Where does he find the time 

for ham radio?  In real life, he works as a graphic artist for a tee-

shirt screen printing company with national retail clients. He also 

does 3-D design.  
  

    He was indoctrinated into the magic world of electricity by his late father, who worked as an electronics 

technician.  This was back in the days of discrete components in televisions, radios and record players 

when they could be repaired and not just discarded.  Mike, at an early age, rapidly moved from taking old 

stuff apart to electronics kits, crystal radios, and short wave listening, where a few decades later he 

eventually became fascinated by pirate radio broadcasts.  His additional involvement with pirate radio 

cannot be discussed in this publication… but that eventually enabled him to pursue amateur radio. 

 

    Both the brother and grandfather (SK) of Mike's wife were hams, but due to the pressures of life, Mike did 

not get his first call of KI4VML until 2007.  Without even owning a working rig he quickly progressed to Extra 

Class.  Mike is active on 2 meters and HF, where he enjoys DX, contests and QRP.  His multi-band dipole 

antennas get sabotaged by squirrels on a regular basis. He also enjoys building kits and station gear.   

 

    His enthusiasm for ham radio is infectious.  He believes the club has a large pool of talent and is open to 

ideas on how to take advantage of the expertise available.  He thinks Field Day is the greatest event; the 

experience gained is invaluable for all who participate.  His goals for the club include; more member 

participation, getting new members more involved, and encouraging more “Elmers” to teach newcomers 

how to do things.  He needs input for the newsletter, so consider writing an article about your favorite aspect 

of ham radio. 

 
 
Nick, W4EAF �%��
B!����	,��C����

� �
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Chasing QSL’s 
by Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 
 
     One of the pleasures of operating on HF is working DX and part of that 
joy is collecting the QSLs to confirm your contacts. QSL replies are 
verifications of contacts made and can either be in paper form or electronic. 
A collectible verification - the aquisition of a QSL card proves details of a 
contact such as time, place, frequency, mode and an ‘RST’ signal report. 
Not only are QSL’s good for verifying your contacts, but are good for many 
awards programs.  They’re also great for showing off your amateur radio 
accomplishments to your friends and family. 
 
     But now that you’ve worked that far-away DX station, how do you get the 
QSL card to prove it? The first place you should go for an answer is the 
QRZ.com web site. Most amateurs now list their QSL reply information 
there. When you look up the ham’s call sign, you’ll usually find that he or 
she has listed one or more options for sending and receiving a QSL. Some 
are obvious, but some require a little explanation. 
Here are some of the methods required for swapping QSL’s: 
 
Postal QSL’s  – From the very beginning of ham radio, these ‘follow-up’ 
QSL cards moved through the postal service adding that ‘tangible’ element 
to contacts made over the ether. Each card reflects the personality of the 
sending ham and some can be very artistic. Though, many electronic 
methods are increasing in popularity, the physical QSL card is still a much 
sought after commodity. Here are three ways to ‘snail mail’ them: 
 

·  Direct  – The most obvious is “direct,” but that may need some 
explanation too. Often you can’t just send your QSL card to the 
address listed and get one in return. Most stations require at least 
an SASE (self-addressed stamped envelope) and many require that 
you send them two “green stamps.” No, those are not the ones that 
were once produced by S&H and distributed by grocery stores. A 
“green stamp” is a dollar bill and is used by the recipient to buy 
postage because many countries don’t recognize the International 
Reply Coupons (IRCs) anymore. 
 

·  QSL Manager -- Some “direct” isn’t direct - Many DX stations, 
especially those on DXpeditions or in countries where mail with the 
US is difficult, make use of QSL managers. This means that you 
send your QSL request to another ham who handles the QSLs for 
that ham. The QSL manager will be listed on QRZ.com or in QST or 
CQ magazines. 
 

·  Bureaus  – An inexpensive and efficient means of getting QSL 
cards distributed is via the bureaus. Most countries have a central 
bureau, operated by a club or other volunteer hams that handles 
QSL cards for that country. Here in the US, the ARRL operates our 
bureaus, one or more for each district (we have two in the “4” 
district). To receive incoming QSL cards via “the buro ”, you need to 
send them some over-sized envelops and sufficient postage to 
cover their return with about 5 or 6 cards in them. Whenever a 
number of cards have been received, the bureau will forward them 
to you. For complete details, go to ARRL.org and search for 
“Incoming QSL Service.” 
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You can also save a substantial amount of money if you work a lot of DX by using the Outgoing QSL Service of the 
ARRL. If you are a member, you are allowed to send up to 10 cards for $2.00. You don’t even have to address them. 
Only the call sign is needed. So there is a savings in time as well as money in using this service. 

Electronic QSL’s  – In this modern-day age, electronic QSLs have become very popular, saving both time and money. 
There are currently two popular ones, although there are a couple of others available: 

 

····  Logbook of the World (LoTW)  – LoTW was developed by the ARRL 
as a way for Radio Amateurs to confirm contacts they have made and 
use the confirmations as credit toward various awards. Both users 
must have LoTW accounts and must upload their logbooks 
periodically. If LoTW finds a matching QSO, both users get credit for 
the contact. Further information about acquiring an LoTW account is 
available on the ARRL website. 

 

····  eQSL – Another popular electronic QSL service is eQSL 
(www.eQSL.cc). This is an on-line QSL service that allows you to 
design an on-line QSL card. When two users who have eQSL 
accounts submit QSO information, the on-line QSL card for each user 
becomes available to be printed out. eQSL also keeps track of your 
contacts for various awards which are recognized by CQ Magazine, 
but not the ARRL. One advantage of eQSL is that the cards are 
available as soon as each ham logs the QSO, which could be 
immediately with some logging programs that automatically submit to 
eQSL. Therefore, if you have card stock and a printer, you can have 
an actual QSL card to show minutes after the QSO. 

 
     So, the next time you work that rare DX, check out www.QRZ.com to find out how to get that priceless QSL to 
confirm your achievement. 

Stan, K4SBZ   K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com 
 

 

 
Formation of the Big Bend Chapter of the QCWA   
 

    I am looking to establish a local Chapter of the Quarter 
Century Wireless Association , QCWA, in the Tallahassee, 
Thomasville area.  QCWA members, active or not are invited to 
join.  Other amateurs may join QCWA and the Chapter if your 
original license was granted in 1987 or before. 
 
     The Chapter would be social only, meeting quarterly, 
alternating between meeting in Tallahassee and Thomasville. 
Except for national dues, there would be no chapter dues. 

 

 
     If interested please email me at wa6poz@arrl.net or by phone 850-877-8134.  If there is sufficient 
interest an initial formation meeting will be held in November.     73 - Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 
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From The Freezer 
Not-so-thawed Elmer novelties and other frozen treats from Mike Maynard, K4ICY 

    Whether you're new to HF or a seasoned EmComm specialist, chances are, no matter how well you did on your 
license tests, I'm betting you don't remember, or even know the frequencies that make up your transmitting privileges. 

    I'm sure you do have up-to-date full-color band plan posters from Icom and the ARRL plastered above you rig in 
your shack - but what about out of the shack and in the field?  Okay, let's concede that modern rigs are not supposed 
to allow you to transmit outside of legal bands... don't be so sure about that!  It's actually not hard at all to make an 
FCC faux pas. 

    Do you happen to own one of those nifty new Chinese HT's that just so happen to allow you to transmit on 
frequencies not licensed for amateur use?  Let pose a little plausibility: Let's say you want to answer a CQ in lower-
side-band (LSB) mode in the 40 meter General band. The other op's frequency just so happens to be 7.176 MHz, and 
you're license class just so happens to be General. "Just fine" you say, the bottom of the band is 7.175 MHz (You 
vaguely remember).  Don't do it!  Since you're planning on transmitting a voice signal in LSB mode, you're radiated 
signal actually will reside down to around 2.3 kHz below your display’s frequency.  So the lowest part of your signal will 
be at 7.1737 MHz. It may be just a small sin to do this - like going five miles an hour over the speed limit. But if an 'OO' 
is monitoring a broad-spectrum scope, you may soon hear about it. But your modern rig is supposed to keep this from 
happening, you’re thinking... 

    Gentlemen's Agreements . Any ham who's spent some time sweeping the dial has noticed that different signals 
and ham activities seem to coalesce in different parts of any given band.  Besides license class allocations, These 
specific “sub-bands” and special frequencies are home to everything from digital signals to QRP calling spots. These 
have, over time been assigned in ad-hoc fashion by "Gentlemen's Agreements" (GA's).  GA's are just that. There are 
no official FCC designations saying that this group gets that, and this mode goes there as far as what the GA's dictate, 
but these designation are, however, should be followed according to good amateur practice... and that, my friend, 
might as well make their use “the rules”. If you search the ARRL web site, you should find both the band plans and 
GA's.  And you should take copies with you into the field and in your vehicle if you use mobile rigs. 

    Just in case you forget your band plan posters along with your rig's instruction manual while you’re out, here are two 
wallet-sized chart cards containing your FCC allocated band privileges (SEE PAGE 10). They contain the frequency 
edges, and designated frequency-based allocations set apart by the GA's.  Other basic operator's license-classed 
base privileges are included as well. These cards include plans for HF (1.8-30 MHz), VHF (50-225 MHz), & UHF (420 
MHz-1.3 GHz) - Also the amateur EHF bands. 

    Now you have absolutely NO EXCUSE to be left in the field without ready knowledge of your privileges! 

    Just print the next page out, cut the cards down to their edges, fold them over and get them laminated in thick card 
plastic at your local office supply store. 

    Okay... Well, I hope you enjoy the novelty, and my chart page provided here are just 
that! Most people will find the type on these cards way too small to read, let alone, easy 
enough to use. You can, however, use the Zoom feature if viewing by PDF on a PC! 
 
    Just think… what a gag it would be, when in a conversation about ham radio, you pull 
these babies out of your wallet to wide-eyed disbelief of your friends when you tell them 
that the information on these cards must be followed by FCC rules and regulations! 
 
 
 
73! DE Mike, K4ICY  k4icy@arrl.net 
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K4ICY Bite-Sized Band Plans 
US Amateur Radio (FCC Effective Date 03/05/12, Prototype 3a 05/14/12) 
This page will make wallet cards for both the HF and VHF/UHF band plans. 
Compiled by Mike Maynard, K4ICY  at k4icy@arrl.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Instructions:  
Print the same image on front & back of card weight paper to make a double sided wallet card or print once and fold 
accordingly if using regular paper.  Resize as needed.  Visit K4ICY.com for an enlargeable PDF version. 
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My First Experience With The New ARRL Digital QST  
by Phil Ashler, N4IPH 

     I sat down the other evening ready to find a topic to write about for the next TARS newsletter. 
Looking around, I noticed piles of catalogs and other valuable ‘printed’ materials. “Now where is my 
September QST?”, I thought to myself.  “Did I receive it in the mail?”. “Did it get mixed up with some other 
items I could live without, and got sent to the trash or recycling bin”?  The September QST was nowhere to 
be found and the due date for the Newsletter was soon to arrive and time was getting short. 
 
     I decide to check the ARRL web site to see what was included in the latest issue. Upon going to the site 
a notice popped up and telling me to ‘Log In or try a trial membership’.  I logged into my account and started 
searching the different QST areas. The first item listed was ‘This Month In QST’ and provided me with the 
table of contents showing all the items contained in the current September issue.  I then went to the QST 
Annual Indexes and found the current QST issue at the top of the page. Clicking on the link, I was taken to 
the current ‘Digital Copy’  of my September 2012 QST.  This is where the fun started!  After the Front cover 
and a few ad pages I was presented with a searchable table of contents.  Simply moving the mouse cursor 
over any of the stories, columns, or departments provided me the option of going directly to the associated 
magazine page.   

     In the upper right-hand corner are a number of options; a) 
return to the list of Archives, b) search for a word, c) show the 
contents of the issue, d) save the issue to your desktop as a 
file, e) print a page or pages, and several other additional 
options that I have yet to check out. 
 
     My first impression of the QST Digital format was very 
favorable: It did just about everything I thought I would want it 
to do at the time.  I was really impressed with the searchable 
Table of Contents and I didn’t have to go through much trouble 
finding any page an article was on  -  the Digital QST took me 
directly to it!  
 
     A few years ago I was a little critical of the reorganized ARRL Web site. It was cumbersome and seemed 
like the only way to navigate to an area of interest was to perform a search, even resorting to just simply 
wandering around the site until I stumbled upon what I was looking for.  I think the ARRL has done a very 
good job with the Digital QST project. The pages are easy to navigate and you can even zoom in to any part 
of a page.  Just think - you have all the past issues dating back to 2002 available in this format available 
‘on line’! 

 The title on the QST cover really hit home this month: 
”Preparing for the Unexpected” 

 
    If you haven’t taken the time to try out the new 
    Digital QST ,  give it a chance!  
    You’ll be very pleased. 
 
    de Phil, N4IPH  "��������B�	/����C���  
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� The SET is October 6 th  •  Are You Ready? 
�

    On October 6th, Capital Area District ARES along with south Georgia will 
be conducting the SET (Simulated Emergency Test), which will be part of 
the ARRL administered nation-wide SET held on both the 6th and the 7th. 
The SET event gives communicators and emergency coordinators the 
opportunity to focus on the emergency-communications (EmComm) 
capabilities of our local hams and served agencies while interacting with 
NTS nets and other regional EmComm groups. A plausible scenario 
"script" will be implemented which will be later assessed to aide in 
increasing our readiness in real communications emergencies. 
�

     Whether you are an ARES volunteer or simply interested in testing your amateur radio medal, 
Alan Torledsky needs your participation!  Our SET is planned to commence after the Spaghetti 100 event, 
or as it winds down, and will be tailored to allow race volunteers the easiest opportunity to participate. 
Prepare for a full day of ham radio activities as you'll be able to participate in both events. 
 
Contact Alan ASAP to get more detailed information and to get SET-up for this worthwhile event! 
 
Alan Torledsky  at torledsky@msn.com 
 

 
 

Leon County ARES Volunteers Needed  

   Leon County ARES is in need of AEC’s (Assistant Emergency Coordinators) and volunteers.  Are you 
interested in EmComm?  Would you like to use your talents and radio skills to assist Leon county agencies 
like LCSO and the ARC when disaster strikes?  Consider the rewards of helping save the day… AEC’s work 
directly for the EC (Alan Torledsky, W1ABT) and can provide invaluable assistance in the specific fields that 
would best use their skills: such as organizing, working with local law enforcement, and providing life-saving 
links within the local hospital system.  The EC will work within your availability; however, you must be willing 
to train and to be ready when duty calls. 
To learn more or to volunteer,  contact Alan Torledsky  at torledsky@msn.com 

 

 

RF Interference From Local Utilities? 
Please Contact Alan, W1ABT 

    Are you getting unusually bad ‘buzzes’ and arcing noises on your HF receiver that you can’t eliminate 
even when you cut your home’s main power, chances are the interference is coming from the city utilities 
power system.  Aging lightning arrestors and insulators are often the cause of strong RFI. The city will work 
to remedy your power utilities RFI issues.  All you need to do is ask.   Alan Torledsky, W1ABT, will work 
with city officials on your behalf.  And in good time, you’ll be on-the-air again…    Contact Alan  at 
torledsky@msn.com 
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MARS 
 
    The Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) is a United States Department of 
Defense sponsored program, established as a separately managed and operated 
program by the United States Air Force , Army and Navy/Marine Corp. The program is a 
civilian auxiliary consisting primarily of licensed amateur radio operators who are 
interested in assisting with communications on a local, national, and international basis 
as an adjunct to normal communications. 

 
    The MARS program includes both active duty and reserve units from the Air Force, Army, National Guard, 
Navy/Marine Corps, NOAA and Coast Guard including planes, ships, and shore stations. MARS has a long history of 
providing worldwide auxiliary emergency communications during times of need. The combined tri-service MARS 
program (Air Force, Army, and Navy/Marine Corps) volunteer force of over 5,000 dedicated and skilled amateur radio 
operators provide the backbone of the MARS program. 
 
    The main benefit of MARS membership is enjoying the amateur radio hobby through an ever-expanding horizon of 
MARS service to the nation. MARS members work by the slogan "Proudly serving those who serve". Military Auxiliary 
Radio System provides Department of Defense sponsored emergency communications on a local, national, and 
international basis. MARS also provides auxiliary communications for military, federal, civil, and/or disaster officials 
during periods of emergency. They assist the military and other organizations in effecting normal communications  
under emergency conditions. 
 
    One major mission that MARS has had for many years is to handle morale, welfare, and official record and voice 
communications traffic for Armed Forces and authorized U.S. Government civilian personnel stationed throughout the 
world. MARS establishes programs to create civilian interest, recruit qualified volunteers, and furnish training in military 
communications, techniques, and procedures. 
 
    Every year, MARS conducts an appropriate military and amateur radio cross-band exercise as an integral part of the 
annual Armed Forces Day. They provide a reserve of personnel trained in military radio communications, techniques 
and procedures as well as to initiate efforts to improve radio-operating techniques. MARS members test state-of-the- 
art technology through experimentation and testing. 
 
    It is up to the individual Ham to select one of the MARS services. Although we have slightly different structures and 
separate reporting chains of command, we all work together. Members of one service can participate on the 
frequencies and the nets of a sister service. In addition we have specific 'Joint Services Interoperability Nets'. 
 
Membership eligibility: 

·  Be 17 years of age or older. (Signature of parent or legal guardian is required when an applicant is under 18 years of age.) 

·  Be a United States Citizen or resident alien. (Possess a valid amateur radio license issued by the FCC) 

·  Possess a station capable of operating on MARS VHF and/or HF frequencies. 
·  Agree to operate a minimum of 12 hours per calendar  quarter with 6 hours being on VHF and or HF networ ks. 

 
For further information contact one of the three Florida State MARS Directors or visit one of the services web sites: 
http://www.navymars.org/       http://www.netcom.army.mil/mars/       http://www.afmars.org/USAF_MARS_Today.shtml 
 
 
73,  (Joint Services Florida State MARS Directors) 
Karl Geng N1DL (AFF4FL),   aff4fl@comcast.net 
Larry Ruegger KO4QS, (AAA4FL)    lruegger@gte.net  
“Mike” Shires NC4Y, (NNN0GAL)    nc4yibm@gmail.com 
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     The following article on the 
DAVCO DR-30 is reprinted from 
the magazine Electric Radio , 
by the kind permission of 
Ray Osterwald, N0DMS, Editor. 
 
The magazine features articles 
on radio and equipment from a 
bygone era, and is a fun read. 
Go to www.ermag.com for 
subscription information. 
Highly recommended! 
 
DAVCO radios were 
manufactured in Tallahassee in 
the late ‘60’s. 
Next month The Printed Circuit 
will feature an article with 
comments and reminiscence 
from two club members who 
actually worked in the factory.  
These memories are admittedly 
becoming a bit dim; thus we feel 
the need to record them for 
posterity. 
 
Please enjoy this look at a proud 
area-made product of radio past! 

 

 

 
 
 

 This special brought to you by 
 
Nick, W4EAF �%��
B!����	,��C���  
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    Reprinted by permission from 
      Ray Osterwald, N0DMS, Editor 
      Published June 2012 - 
      Electronic Radio #277 
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The Lunch Bunch 

 
        Join us Friday about 11:30 a.m. at the Golden Corral  

on N. Monroe Street for lunch!  What’s better than the 
varieties and colors of all the foods available, but the 
varieties of colorful conversations had by the hams that 
visit?  Yes, whether you have questions about setting up 
your rig, or you just like the company – the Lunch Bunch is 
waiting for you! A club away from the club, this is 
sometimes the only chance that some hams get to make 
that “eye ball” contact when they can’t usually make the 
TARS meetings. Please think of the older hams that are in 
need of good company and some transportation and help 
out by incorporating them in these fulfilling get-togethers. 
Just look for all the antennas outside…  See ya’ there!  

 
 

 
Topics of Interest • Submissions to The Printed Circuit  

 
Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic digital modes and 
would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that you think others would find interesting? 
 
Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for publication. Submitted articles (are suggested) to be no more 
than two pages in length. Content may be edited for content and grammar. The TARS officers and newsletter editor 
reserve the right to determine which items will be included in The Printed Circuit. The deadline for publication is the 
15th of the month.  The publication date will be around one week prior to the next business meeting and changes and 
error corrections are allowed up to that instance. 
 
Pictures, too . If you’ve taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the 
newsletter, forward them to the newsletter editor. Please send action shots, if possible. Faces are often preferable over 
the backs of heads. Please note that some hams have an innate inability to exhibit non-distorted facial expressions 
when captured in candid shots… PhotoShop techniques may be employed to take advantage of those funny looks by 
distorting them even further! These displays are hilarious and may become the butt of many ham’s jokes. If you wish to 
opt out such photographic misfortunes, simply try to expose only your ‘good side’ to the photographer. 
 
Got pics of your rigs and shacks you want to show off?  We’ll publish them in this newsletter! 
 
 

  Disclaimer 
The Printed Circuit is not representative of, or 
ultimately responsible for the views or opinions of the 
whole organization, and such views and opinions 
expressed herein are of the individual author(s). 

 

  Updates of Information 
If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this 
newsletter such as information about Our Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please 
forward that information to us at TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com for inclusion in future 
newsletters. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the following month’s 
edition. 

 

   E-mail Addresses 
Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com .  
Also notify us if you do not wish to continue to receive the newsletter. 
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Local Nets 
 

North Florida Amateur Radio 
   Emergency Communications Net  

Daily • 9:00 AM EST 
except Sunday 3950 kHz 

Capital District 
  EmComm Training Net  Sunday • 7:30 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 
Capital District ARES Net  Sunday • 8 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 
Florida Phone Traffic Net  Daily • 6:55 AM EST 3940 kHz 
Florida Midday Traffic Net  Daily • Noon EST 7242 kHz 
North Florida Phone Net  Daily • 7:30 PM EST 3950 kHz 
TARC Thursday Night Net  Thursday • 8 PM EST 147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3  
Kid’s Net  Tuesday • 8 PM EST 145.170 MHz, KE4URL 

- 600, 141.3  
Jefferson County Net  Monday • 8:00 PM EST 145.430 MHz, WX4JEF, 

94.8 
The Morning Drive-Time and Welfare 
Net   (Informal Check-In / Rag Chew) Mon-Fri • 7:30 – 9:00 AM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

+ 600, 94.8 
Southwest Georgia HF Weather Net  Third Thursday • 7:30 PM EST 

(or following GA SSB Net) WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-) 
SKYWARN NET  (See below) First Sunday • 7:30 PM EST WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-) 
 
SKYWARN • The first Sunday of every month, we have a special ARES/SKYWARN net.  At 1930 hours EST, the net 
starts on 75 meters, on or near 3810 KHz (+/- for QRM).  After check-in on this initial frequency, operators attempt to 
trade RST reports with WX4TAE. After check-in’s on 75 m the net moves to 40 m around 7245 KHz (+/- for QRM), and 
picks up the roundtable there. At 2000 hours EST, the regular weekly Capital District ARES net meets on 147.030 
MHz, and we are joined by station WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee.  During the first 
portion of this net, one of the staff meteorologists joins us on the air and provides a retrospective of the previous 
month's weather patterns, a brief forecast of what we might expect for the coming month and season, and also takes 
specific questions from stations whom have checked in to the net.  Please join us for these very informative 
ARES/SKYWARN nets - the first Sunday of every month. 
 

 
 

Our Neighbors 
 

 

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club  (TARC) 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Plaza Restaurant in downtown 
Thomasville.  

 

Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone. 
 
South West GA ARES   Net – 9 pm every Thursday night, 145.170 Repeater, - offset, 141.3 PL tone. 
 

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:30 pm. 
 

Jefferson County 
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 repeater; 94.8 PL tone. 
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Repeaters 
  

 

Location County 
Call 
Sign 

Emergency 
Power 

Digital 
Mode 

Output 
Freq 

CTCSS 
Encode Aux or Remote Site 

Antenna 
Height 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK No  145.450 - 94.8  300  

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes   444.450 + 94.8   400 

                  

Greensboro Gadsden K4GFD Unk   147.39 + 94.8   Unk 

         

Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF Unk  145.430 - 94.8  Un k 

                  

Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes   147.165+ 94.8   250 

                  

Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes   146.610 - 203.5   200 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   146.655 - 94.8   600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes P-25 146.910 - 94.8   375 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   147.030 + 94.8   750 

Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes   147.285 + 94.8   350 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.100 + 94.8 �����	

��������	�����	�����	

����	����	�����	�	

���	

�����	�����	�	
����	

�� ��!�"����	###�#	�		

$���!�	�����	�	���%	

600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH No   442.850 + 94.8   275 

Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes   443.400 + 131.8 &!��	!'	( �!����	)!�	
*��+�		

575 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   443.950 + 94.8   500 

Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes   444.400 + 131.8   CRMC  
(200) 

Tallahassee Leon KD4MOJ Yes   444.0 94.8   TMH 
(200) 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 146.835 - DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 443.45 + DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1293 - DV   180   

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1253 DD   180   

                  

Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH No   147.00 94.8   300 

         

Reno Georgia KE4URL Yes  145.170 - 141.3  600 

 
The Repeater list is now available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).  
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Amateur HF Emergency Hurricane Nets 
Submitted by Sal Martocci, K4YFW 

 
The historically averaged second peak of our hurric ane season arrives October 10 th 

– Here are the important nets and frequencies that may be activated:  Contact Sal, K4YFW, for updates and/or more info. 
 
kHZ Mode  Usage   kHZ Mode  Usage  
       
03808.0 LSB Caribbean Wx (1030)  07242.0 LSB S. Florida ARES Emergency (altn) 
03815.0 LSB Inter-island (continuous watch)  07243.0 LSB Alabama Emergency 
03845.0 LSB Gulf Coast West Hurricane  07243.0 LSB South Carolina Emergency 
03862.5 LSB Mississippi Section Traffic  07245.0 LSB Southern Louisiana 
03865.0 LSB West Virginia Emergency  07247.5 LSB N. Florida ARES Emergency (altn) 
03872.5 LSB Mercury Amateur Radio Assoc ad hoc   07248.0 LSB Texas RACES (pri) 
    hurricane info net  (0100)  07250.0 LSB Texas Emergency 
03873.0 LSB West Gulf ARES Emergency (night)  07254.0 LSB Northern Florida Emer gency  
03873.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane  07260.0 LSB Gulf Coast West Hurricane 
03873.0 LSB Louisiana ARES Emergency (night)  07264.0 LSB Gulf Coast (health & welfare) 
03873.0 LSB Mississippi ARES Emergency  07265.0 LSB Salvation Army Team Emergency  
03910.0 LSB Central Texas Emergency      Radio (SATERN) 
03910.0 LSB Mississippi ARES  07268.0 LSB Bermuda 
03910.0 LSB Louisiana Traffic  07268.0 LSB Waterway 
03915.0 LSB South Carolina SSB NTS  07273.0 LSB Texas ARES (altn) 
03923.0 LSB Mississippi ARES  07275.0 LSB Georgia ARES 
03923.0 LSB N. Carolina ARES Emergency (Tarheel)  07280.0 LSB NTS Region 5 
03925.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane  07280.0 LSB Louisiana Emergency (altn) 
03925.0 LSB Louisiana Emergency (altn)  07283.0 LSB Gulf Coast (outgoing only) 
03927.0 LSB North Carolina ARES (health & welfare)  07285.0 LSB West Gulf ARES Emergency (day) 
03935.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane  07285.0 LSB Louisiana ARES Emergency (day) 
03935.0 LSB Louisiana ARES (health & welfare)  07285.0 LSB Mississippi ARES Emergency 
03935.0 LSB Texas ARES (health & welfare)  07285.0 LSB Texas ARES Emergency (day) 
03935.0 LSB Mississippi ARES (health & welfare)  07290.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane 
03935.0 LSB Alabama Emergency  07290.0 LSB Gulf Coast Wx 
03940.0 LSB Southern Florida Emergency  07290.0 LSB Texas ARES (health & welfare) 
03944.0 LSB West Gulf Emergency  07290.0 LSB Louisiana ARES (health & welfare)  
03950.0 LSB Hurricane Watch (Amateur-to-National       (day) 
    Hurricane Center) (altn)  07290.0 LSB Texas ARES (health & welfare) 
03950.0 LSB Northern Florida Emergency   07290.0 LSB Mississippi ARES (health & welfare) 
03955.0 LSB South Texas Emergency  07290.0 LSB Traffic 
03960.0 LSB North East Coast Hurricane  14185.0 USB Caribbean Emergency 
03965.0 LSB Alabama Emergency (altn)  14222.0 USB Health & Welfare 
03967.0 LSB Gulf Coast (outgoing traffic)  14245.0 USB Health & Welfare 
03970.0 LSB New Jersey ARES  14265.0 USB Salvation Army Team Emergency  
03975.0 LSB Georgia ARES      Radio (SATERN) (health & welfare) 
03975.0 LSB Texas RACES (altn)  14268.0 USB Amateur Radio Readiness Group 
03993.5 LSB Gulf Coast (health & welfare)  14275.0 USB Bermuda 
03993.5 LSB S. Carolina ARES/RACES Emergency  14275.0 USB International Amateur Radio 
03995.0 LSB Gulf Coast Wx  14300.0 USB Intercontinental Traffic 
07145.0 LSB Bermuda  14300.0 USB Maritime Mobile Service 
07165.0 LSB Antigua/Antilles Emergency and Wx  14303.0 USB International Assistance & Traffic 
07165.0 LSB Inter-island 40m (continuous watch)  14313.0 USB Intercontinental Traffic (altn) 
07225.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane  14313.0 USB Maritime Mobile Service (altn) 
07232.0 LSB North Carolina ARES Emergency      14316.0 USB Health & Welfare 
    (Tarheel) (altn)  14320.0 USB Health & Welfare 
07235.0 LSB Louisiana Emergency  14325.0 USB Hurricane Watch (Amateur-to- 
07235.0 LSB Central Gulf Coast Hurricane       National Hurricane Center) 
07235.0 LSB Louisiana Emergency  14340.0 USB Louisiana (1900) 
07240.0 LSB American Red Cross US Gulf Coast   21310.0 USB Health & Welfare (Spanish) 
  Disaster  28450.0 USB Health & Welfare (Spanish) 
07240.0 LSB Texas Emergency     
       

  



�

T
A

LL
A

H
A

S
S

E
E

   
A

M
A

T
E

U
R

  R
A

D
IO

  S
O

C
IE

T
Y

   
 T

H
E

  P
R

IN
T

E
D

  C
IR

C
U

IT
   

 O
C

T
O

B
E

R
  2

01
2 

21 

�

Ham Happenings 
On-Air events of interest  ��� submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 

 
Contest and QSO Parties 

Oct 3 1900 local - 2300 local  432 MHz Fall Sprint  http://www.svhfs.org/2012fallsprintrules.pdf 
Oct 5 1400Z - 0200Z, Oct 7  YLRL DX/NA YL Anniversary 
Oct 5 0000Z - 0200Z, Oct 6  TARA PSK Rumble http://www.n2ty.org/seasons/tara_rumble_score.html 
Oct 6  1200Z - 1200Z, Oct 7 WAB HF Phone  
Oct 6  1600Z - 2200Z, Oct 7  California  QSO Party  http://www.cqp.org/Rules.html 
Oct 10  0001Z - 2359Z 10-10 Int. Day Sprint          www.10-10.org 
Oct 10 0030Z - 0230Z NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint http://naqcc.info/sprintlog.html 
Oct 13 1600Z - 0500Z, Oct 14  
 1300Z - 2200Z, Oct 14 Pennsylvania  QSO Party  http://www.nittany-arc.net/paqsorules.html 
Oct 13 1600Z - 0600Z, Oct 14    
 1400Z-2359Z,   Oct 14 Arizona  QSO Party  http://www.azqsoparty.org/rules.html 
Oct 13 1700Z - 2100Z FISTS Fall Sprint http://www.fists.org/sprints.html 
Oct 14 0000Z - 0400Z North American Sprint, RTTY www.ncjweb.com 
Oct 15 1300Z - 2400Z, Oct 19 ARRL School Club Roundup www.arrl.org/contests 
Oct 20 0001Z - 2359Z, Oct 21 10-10 Int. Fall Contest, CW www.10-10.org 
Oct 20 1400Z - 0200Z, Oct 21 New York  QSO Party http://www.nyqp.org/rules.php 
Oct 20 1400Z-2300Z,   Oct 20 Iowa QSO Party              https://sites.google.com/site/ottumwaamateurradioclub/iaqsoparty 
Oct 20 1500Z - 1500Z, Oct 21 Stew Perry Topband Challenge http://jzap.com/k7rat/stew.rules.txt 
Oct 21 1700Z - 0100Z, Oct 22 Illinois  QSO Party  http://fpqrp.org/pigrun/ 
Oct 22 0100Z - 0300Z, Oct 22  Run for the Bacon QRP Contest http://fpqrp.org/pigrun/ 
Oct 27 0000Z - 2359Z, Oct 28 CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSBhttp://www.cqww.com/rules.php    
 
Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source” QST & WA7BMW 

DX 

From To  Prefix Call   Operator Information  
 
14-Aug  31-Oct   D2  D3AA    UA1QV   
14-Aug  1-Nov   FO  FO/F5LCI         
14-Aug  31-Oct   OD  OD5/IV3XNF       
14-Aug  1-Jul   RI1F  RI1FJ    UA2FM     
14-Aug  31-Dec   SV9  SX9S    SV9AUE     
14-Aug  31-Mar    T6  T6MO    K9GY     
14-Aug  1-Nov   T6  T6RH    NI5DX    
14-Aug  28-Feb   VP8/H  RI1ANF    ZS1ANF   
14-Aug  15-Nov   VQ9  VQ9JC    ND9M     
1-Sep  31-Mar   T6  LZ1CNN     
8-Sep  20-Nov   ZK2  ZK2GJ & ZK2RS   W7GJ &  ZL1RS   
26-Sep  5-Oct   3D2/C  3D2C     YT1AD  www.yt1ad.info/3d2c/index.html 
26-Sep  21-Oct   FR  FR/DJ7RJ    
26-Sep  1-Oct   VP2V  VP2V/AA7V      
29-Sep  6-Oct   9A  9A8OK    OK1HWS (EU-090)      
1-Oct 5-Oct       3A          3A/G0VJG             G4DFI   
1-Oct  1-Nov      PJ6                                      G4IUF  
1-Oct  7-Oct       SV9       SV9/DF8DX              
2-Oct  17-Oct     5H         5H2DK    OH2NNE  
2-Oct  6-Oct       FO       FO/F6BCW    
3-Oct  26-Dec    9M2       9M2MRS       PA0RRS  
3-Oct  16-Oct     TT  TT8TT    I2YSB    www.i2ysb.com  
4-Oct  8-Oct       GU  GP0PKT       G6NHU   http://martellotowergroup.com/gp0pkt/  
4-Oct  12-Oct     OZ  OZ/PA1H & OZ/PA7PA  
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From To  Prefix Call   Operator Information  
        
4-Oct  31-Oct     PA  PB100PREFIX     http://www.pb100prefix.nl/  
5-Oct  15-Oct     9M2  9M2/JA1XXI     
5-Oct  11-Oct     HZ  7Z7AB    7Z1CQ  www.dxtool.com/7z7ab/  
5-Oct  10-Oct     T8  T88IK    JF1LUT   
6-Oct  8-Nov      FO   FO/F6BCW   
6-Oct  12-Oct     VK9X  VK9XM    OH2YY 
7-Oct  13-Oct     XE  XF1F    XE2HUQ  
8-Oct  14-Oct     3D2   3D2AS+   PY2WAS+  http://www.mdxc.org/t30py/  
8-Oct  17-Oct   CY0  AA4VK/CY0 & WA4DAN/CY0   www.CY0DXpedition.com   
10-Oct  22-Oct   CE  CE3/SQ1DWR   
11-Oct  16-Oct   G  MX0LDG  M0URX  
11-Oct  25-Oct   KG4  KG4KL & KG4WV KN4KL & W4WV  
12-Oct  1-Nov   V4  V47HAM & V47JA W5JON  
15-Oct  28-Oct  EA8  EA8/DL3FCG     http://dl3fcg.blogspot.de  
16-Oct  23-Oct  3B9  3B9SP    HB9ACA   http://www.hb9fr.ch/3b9sp  
16-Oct  15-Dec  5X  5X1NH    G3RWF  
16-Oct  25-Oct  T30  T30PY & T30SIX  PY2PT  http://www.mdxc.org/t30py/  
17-Oct  28-Oct  6W  6W1RY    F5VHJ  
18-Oct  22-Oct  SU  SU55J    SM5AQD  
18-Oct  23-Oct  VK  JA1NLX/VK4     http://www.ne.jp/asahi/ja1nlx/ham/VK4_2012.html  
19-Oct  22-Oct     3W  XV29FM  
20-Oct  31-Oct  EA6  EA6/AA5UK  
20-Oct   25-Oct  P2  P29VCX   SM6CVX  www.p29ni.yolasite.com  
21-Oct  31-Oct   S7  S79LC & others  I5IHE   www.ik5run.it/s79.html 
22-Oct  1-Nov   CT3  CT9/DF4UM+   
22-Oct  25-Oct   Z2  Z21GF    ZS6AYU   
23-Oct  29-Oct  KH8  KH8/JA2ZL  
23-Oct  30-Oct   VP2M  VP2MXU   G3NKC  
23-Oct  29-Oct  YN  YN2AA    NN3W   
26-Oct  4-Nov  5V  5V7TH    ON4CIT  http://www.dxpedition.be/5V7TH.html  
27-Oct  28-Oct  5B  P3F    M0DXR   
27-Oct  28-Oct     5Z  5Z4EE    NV7E  
27-Oct  28-Oct     8P  8P2K    KU9C  
27-Oct  28-Oct     9H  9H3PP    HA5PP  
27-Oct  28-Oct     C3  C3     
27-Oct  28-Oct     C6A  C6AZZ    KQ8Z   
27-Oct  28-Oct     CT3  CR3L    DJ6QT   http://www.cq3l.de  
27-Oct  28-Oct     EA8  EA8AY    W2GR    http://www.ea8ay.com/ef8x  
27-Oct  28-Oct     GD  GD3RXQ   G3RXQ  
27-Oct  28-Oct   HK  HK1NA    K6IPM   
27-Oct  28-Oct     I  IH9YMC     
27-Oct  28-Oct     IT9  II9P    IT9CHU  www.ii9p.com  
27-Oct  28-Oct     J3     KS5Z  
27-Oct  28-Oct     KH6  NH7A    F5VHJ  
27-Oct  28-Oct     KP2  KP2MM   
27-Oct  31-Oct     P2  P29NI    G3KHZ   www.p29ni.yolasite.com  
27-Oct  28-Oct     P4  P40W    N2MM  
27-Oct  28-Oct   TI  TI8M   
27-Oct  28-Oct    VP5  VQ5X    W4OX  
29-Oct  11-Nov    8Q  8Q7EJ    G3VDB  
 
 + more than 1 operator/call  DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone 

 

Gerry, WA6POZ  	
��������
������  
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The TARS Trading Post 
 

 

 
Equipment Available for loan from TARS 
 
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS radio 
equipment, 
or have good and working equipment to donate to TARS - email Steve 
at ad4e@arrl.net  
 

·  MFJ 259 antenna analyzer 

·  MFJ 949C VersaTuner II Antenna Tuner 

 
 
Art Marshall W1FJI : Equipment for Sale   -  Contact Art 
at  w1fji@comcast.net  
 

Webster Band Spanner HF mobile antenna, long 
style,  with super heavy duty spring,  $100.00 firm. 

Crystal filter YF-4555H 400 A, Freq 455 khz. 
Crystal filter  YF-455H2.1, Freq 455 khz. 
Crystal Filter YF-88H2.1,  Freq 8830 khz. 
$25.00 each  

AEA MODEL WM-30  HF  SWR  METER 
Two ranges 300w and 3kw without the 12v DC module 
for the meter light. 
$50.00 

MFJ Mobile Tuner Model  MFJ 945E 
HF + 6 meters,  rated for 300 watts without the 12v DC 
module for the meter light. 
$65.00 

MFJ Econo Keyer II  Model 401C 
With 12v dc module 
$40.00 

Yaesu  FT-727R  Dual Bander HT, Battery is 
DEAD.  works with PA-3 
HM-12 Spkr mic,  PA-3 Car adapter/charger. 
YHA-27 Antenna and Manual. 
$50.00 

Kenwood TM 211A with Spkr, Mic, Manual, 
NO tone board. 
$50.00 

 

  
 
 
Assisting Other Amateurs: 
Towers, Equipment Maintenance 
 
As of right now I can still climb towers which is a 
real good asset that I have - assisting other 
amateurs with installing equipment and antennas 
and being able to maintain the equipment with 
proper test equipment and be able to put up 
antennas upon request. I Carry an F.C.C. 
radiotelephone operator’s license and degree in 
electronics technology from the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. 
Michael Williams, AL1A, al1amdw@gmail.com    
Phone: 850-727-1539 
 
 
Speaker System 
  
Altec Lansing VS4121 Speaker system (2.1) with 
sub-woofer for laptops, desktops, iPhones, iPads, 
Android phones and tablets, etc.   I no longer need 
this system and am selling for $40.00.  New 
systems selling under Buy Now on eBay are going 
for around $160.00, and used start at $40.00. 
Contact Chief at Chief, KA5USN 
 
 
New Cable and Wall Mount  
 
For $5, I have a new in the package Wall Mount 3-
3/4'' (fits up to 1-1/2'' mast). 
For $60, I have 100' of JT2008 (Jet Stream) 
RG8/U PL259 on each. Items are new and still in 
original packing. They have never been used.  
Joshua Gilmore,  jcgilmore10@gmail.com  

 
CALL SIGN  (or anything)  embroidered, screen printed, or applied in vinyl 
Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by Design    Locally owned and operated. 
n4dog@comcast.net    Phone: (850)391-4967   www.stitchingbydesign.net 
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Russell Wood, WA4DZL (SK): Radio Equipment Sale 
 
      We regret to inform the Tallahassee amateur community of the passing of Russell Wood, WA4DZL, on June 14, 2012. Russ was an electronics 
engineer, employed by the FSU Mag Lab. He was Veteran of the U.S. Army, serving as a demolitions expert in the Special Forces. He enjoyed 
many hobbies including, especially, the design and construction of Tesla Coils, performance cars, and, of course, ham radio. Russ was instrumental 
in the construction of the AE4S repeaters. We will miss him. 

To assist his family in disposing of Russ' ham radio equipment, a few items are being listed in this issue of the TARS newsletter. Russ took great 
pride in the operation and care of his equipment. If interested, 
 
please contact Jerry Kessler, N4JL , at (850) 212-6455 or N4JL@att.net 

Mfg / Model  Price  Description  
 

Icom 
IC-756 Pro 

 
$980.00 

 
NOW 

$950.00 

 
HF/50 MHZ All-Mode Transceiver including: 
1. PS-85 Power Supply, 
2. HM-36 Hand Microphone, 
3. UT-102 Voice Synthesizer, 
4. Instruction Manual, 
5. Unused DC Power Cable, and 
6. Other original accessories. 
Features: 
1. All filters are built-in, 
2. IF-DSP, automatic antenna tuner, 
3. Spectrum scope, 
4. Triple band stacking registers, 
5. Electronic keyer. 

 

 
 
All in excellent condition cosmetically and electronically. Photo shows radio in full carrier transmit mode with output 
power of 100 watts as indicated on Bird 43 Wattmeter (not included). This is a nice radio. You will not be 
disappointed. 
 

 
Icom 

IC-W32A 
 

 
$185.00 

 
NOW 

$150.00 

 
Dual Band (VHF/UHF) Hand-held Transceiver with: 
1. Antenna, 
2. Hand strap, 
3. Belt Clip, 
4. Rechargeable Battery, 
5. BC-119N Desktop Rapid Charger, 
6. DC Power Cable, 
7. CP-12 Cigar Lighter Cable with Filter, 
8. Instruction Manual and Pocket Operating Guide. 
 
Radio is like new and completely functional. Battery is brand new  1,000 
mAh Ni-MH;    you will be the first to charge it. 
 

 
 

 
MFJ 

MFJ-219B 
 

 
$60.00 

 
NOW 

$50.00 

 
UHF 440 MHz SWR Analyzer. Nice companion meter 
to MFJ-259 series to provide SWR measurement in 
the 420-450 MHz band. Use for antennas and 
resonant networks. Like new in original box with 
Instruction Manual. 

 
 

 

 
MFJ 

MFJ-259B 

 
$175.00 

 
HF/VHF SWR Analyzer. Measures and displays Cable 
Length, Cable Loss, Capacitance, Impedance Magnitude 
and Phase, Inductance, Reactance, Resistance, Resonance, 
Return Loss, Signal Frequency, and SWR. Like new in 
original box with Instruction Manual. 

 
 

 

 
 
If you have personal amateur radio items that you w ould like to sell or need, we will publish short re quests in 
the newsletter, subject to editorial review.  Pleas e send your requests to the newsletter editor at 
TallyAmateurRadio@gGmail.com  by the 15th of the month.   
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Minutes of the Previous TARS Meeting 
Thursday, September 6, 2012  

Compiled and Submitted by Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ, Secretary 
 

The TARS September meeting was held at the Red Cross facility on September 6. 
 

CALL to ORDER  at 7:05 p.m. 

 President Dan Moniz, KI4HGO, opened the meeting welcoming the 34 members in attendance.    

 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Jim Moore, W4MFY  and Erik Brooks, KC4NVU.  

 
Sal Martocci, K4YFW, introduced Katie Sherk, the Emergency Service Director with the Red Cross 
who welcomed the group to the Red Cross.   Katie thanked radio club members who have assisted 
the Red Cross, most recently during Tropical Storm Debbie.   This chapter covers all the way from 
Franklin County to Taylor County.  The Red Cross needs help with communication, for example, to 
communicate with our shelters when cell phones aren’t working.  The process of becoming a Red 
Cross volunteer is easy.  You can go to www.tallyredcross.org, click on ‘Volunteer’ on the left side 
of the page, then go down the page till you see ‘Volunteer Application Online Form’ and 
‘Background Check’.  You can click on one of these steps separately and complete both forms.  
The Red Cross does require a background check, but the search does not cover an individual’s 
credit rating.  The check is with the FDLE only.   If you already have a certificate for a completed 
background check within the last seven years, then this is acceptable.   

John Swindel, KI4EWB, mentioned that they seems to be a lot of confusion in parts of north Florida  
between volunteer hams working for the Red Cross versus for an ARES event.   Sal stated there is 
no conflict but you can only wear one hat.  If you are working a Red Cross event, you wear your 
Red Cross hat.  If you are working an ARES event, you wear that hat.  Red Cross volunteers are 
covered by the chapter’s insurance.   John suggested that this distinction needs to be covered on 
the nets.   
 

GUEST SPEAKER:   Vice President, Mike Maynard, K4ICY, introduced this evening’s speakers, 
Gerry Gross, WA5POZ.  Gerry was going to speak on working 10 meters.  Unfortunately, the 
projector did not make it to the meeting so he had to postpone his presentation. 
 

Dan reflected on the number of recent Silent Keys, Ray Prim and David Kerns.  He also noted 
there are a number of older hams, with some of them having trouble getting out to the meetings or 
to one of the luncheons.  Dan was asking that other members be mindful of this situation and to 
lend a hand when possible.  Finally Dan commended Mike Maynard, K4ICY, for the excellent job 
he has done on the newsletter.  



�

T
A

LL
A

H
A

S
S

E
E

   
A

M
A

T
E

U
R

  R
A

D
IO

  S
O

C
IE

T
Y

   
 T

H
E

  P
R

IN
T

E
D

  C
IR

C
U

IT
   

 O
C

T
O

B
E

R
  2

01
2 

26 

�

FUTURE MEETING LOCATION:   Randy Pierce, AG4UU, who is the chair of the search committee 
reviewed all the places he has been looking for a meeting place.   Some wanted money which we 
could not afford; other places were just not well suited for us.  David Miner, W4SKG, mentioned 
that the Southern Baptist congregation has taken over the St. Francis Church property, our prior 
meeting location.  That church might be an option later.    At least the possibility of us having our 
Field Day there still exists.    

Randy stated the Red Cross facility does offer many advantages if we hold our meetings here.   If 
this happens, it would be important to have within TARS more than one person who would have 
authority to access the building each meeting night.   Given that his search committee has 
seemingly exhausted the possibilities, Randy is asking that this committee be dissolved.   
(Secretary’s note:  Barely audible on the tape was an agreement for the dissolution of the search 
committee.)   Permission to meet at the Red Cross and to have access to the building in the 
evening would have to be decided by Katie Sherk before we can settle on this site.   

Dave Miner moved that we find a temporary meeting place for our next meeting so as to allow 
further negotiations with the Red Cross and with the Rector at the St. Francis Church site.  The 
motion was seconded.   The extra time would also allow the Red Cross authorities to consider the 
possibility of our staying here.  Maurice “Mo” Wright, KI4PZS,  representing the Red Cross felt 
confident that he could assure us the Red Cross facility would be available for our October 
meeting.   The issue of having a place for testing every other month as well as various training 
sessions also needs to be considered and discussed with the Red Cross.  The vote was called and 
the motion passed.   
 

BREAK:  The ‘50/50’ was held. 
 

SPAGHETTI 100:   Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ, stated that the Capital City Cyclists club is sponsoring 
its fall event on Saturday, October 6th.  The club has asked for our help.  We will need 15 to 20 
people to cover the event.  We will be covering the century route only.  The ride begins at the 
Miccosukee community center at 8:00 am, goes up through Thomasville.  The riders have lunch at 
Boston, Georgia, then return going through Monticello to arrive back at Miccosukee.  The 
Thomasville club normally helps with this ride, but is unable to do so this year due to a prior 
commitment.  Please check your calendars and if you can help part or all of the day, that would be 
great.  Please let me know by email at KI4MAJ@ARRL.net or call me at 878-7473 if you can help.   
You can stay after your tour and have a great spaghetti supper…along with cake.  
  

THE TRAILER:   Randy said that we have a couple of more items to get out of the trailer.   He is 
working with Nirmal Singh, KE4URL, and they are making progress.   They want to get the 
generator, the muffler and the passenger and driver’s seats out.  Right now the trailer has power 
and is otherwise ready to plug in.   
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HOLIDAY PARTY:   Time for the holiday party is only a couple of months away.  We need to have 
a committee to find a location for the event.  We also need a committee for the New Ham of the 
Year award.   The TARS and Feather award has its own established committee. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

·  Education:   Phil Ashler, N4IPH, reported that a tech class had been held for the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s EMS.  Six people attended but only half had studied the manual ahead of 
the class.   Phil told the department that we would be happy to do another class when they 
have more people.    We can set up our own tech class when we know what location would 
be available.  There has been some interest for a general class.  We may be able to do that 
later in the fall or at the beginning of the year.  
  

·  Repeaters:   Randy Pierce stated that the 146.91 and the 147.03 repeaters are doing well. 
444.02 came up today.  He has been working with the SPARC’s club on 442.85 and will turn 
that repeater over to SPARC.  The 147 repeater is acting up because of water in the line.  
When it is sunny, it works fine.   We are coordinated for a 10 meter repeater; we have one, 
but it is not up yet.  Theo Titus, K4MVL, noted that 146.655 is having some difficulties; the 
outbound PL coding is intermittent.  
 

·  Testing:   Alan Terrell, N4KGT, reported another testing session is scheduled for October 
2nd , the first Tuesday of an even numbered month, but the location is up in the air.      
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Nick Adams, W4EAF, reported that the club had $33 in receipts and 
$89.22 in expenses.  This left us with the combined balance of $1597.76.   The treasurer’s report 
and the minutes as reported in the newsletter were approved.    
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48. 
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TARS Treasurer’s Report 
September 2012 

Compiled by Nick Adams, W4EAF, Treasurer 

 
Beginning balance September 15, 2012: 
 
 Checking Account:                      $  307.12   
 Savings Account:                           1290.64 
          $1597.76  
 
Summary of month’s activities: 
 
          Total receipts for the month   $ 49.50 
          Total Expenses for the month   $ 58.55 
       
Receipts derived from the following: 
  
         $ 7.00 50/50 from September meeting 
           42.50 Member dues  
         $49.50 Total   
 
Expenditures:  
 
           $ 29.22   Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 9-08-12 billing                                                          
           $ 29.22   Total 
 
Outstanding Expenses: 
 
 None 
 
Ending Balances on September 15, 2012: 

   Checking Account:         $  297.77 
            Savings Account:           1290.64  
                            Total                    $1588.41 
 
 

          3 Members renewed or joined since last report. 

               3 Individuals 
               0 Family members 
    0 Students 
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 The Amateur's Code  
written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928 

 
The Radio Amateur is... 

CONSIDERATE 
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

 
LOYAL  

Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the 
American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is 

represented nationally and internationally. 

 
PROGRESSIVE 

Progressive with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station 
and operation above reproach. 

 
FRIENDLY 

Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the 
beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interest of others. 

These are the hallmarks of the amateur service. 

 
BALANCED  

Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 
owed to family, job, school, church or community. 

 
PATRIOTIC 

A station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 
New Membership / Renewal Form 

 
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last 
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and 
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member. 
 

 
 
You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is 
all that is required.  
 
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family. 
 
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!  
 
New members pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year 
($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues become $7.50. After September, 
they drop to $5.00. 
 
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check 
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail 
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, 
Tallahassee, FL, 32315. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39 
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format. 
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL.  TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. 
 
 

 

 

 
 


