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Tallahassee Field Day 2002—Wrap-up

By: David A. Heupel, AG4UQ
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Be sure to take
advantage of
every opportunity
toacquire
batteries for
emergency

power.

VP’s Corner

It's hard to believe
how fast this summer
is flying by, which
means we are getting
deeper and deeper
into hurricane season.
The National Weather
Service has been very
active lately on a local
level, conducting nu-
merous Skywarn
training classes. If
you have an opportu-
nity to take advantage
of this training, I
highly recommend it.
You will probably be
amazed at how much
information you learn.

Another thing hurri-
cane season brings to

mind is emergency
power during long
outages. Although we
haven't had this prob-
lem in quite some
time, it could be just a
matter of weeks be-
fore we find ourselves
scrambling to put to-
gether a hurricane kit
we’ve been putting off
and making sure all of
our lawn furniture is
secured at the bottom
of the pool. Be sure
to take advantage of
every opportunity to
acquire batteries for
emergency power.
There was a recent
donation from the
State Emergency Op-

Meeting Minutes—June 2002

Called to order at 7:06
p. m. Twenty-five
members, and 3 guests
were in attendance.

Announcements:

Steve Welsh, AD4E,
took a moment at the
beginning of the meet-
ing to express his grati-
tude to everyone for
placing their confidence
in him to lead TARS
over the next year. His

objectives over the next
year are to grow the
club, and elevate the
status of amateur radio
in our community.

Our Leon County EC,
David Davis, WA4WES,
who was short of time,
made an announcement
that his is looking to de-
termine the general
footprint of our local re-
peaters. He asked that
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erations Center that
has been a tremen-
dous benefit for our
local amateur radio
community, and there
are always other busi-
nesses willing to do-
nate their backup bat-
teries that are no
longer in use. This is
a fantastic way to
build a shack that is
completely self-
sustaining in times of
emergency.

I hope everyone has a
wonderful August, and
be sure to participate
in the International
Lighthouse-Lightship

(Continued on page 5)

if you are traveling out
of town, to try and keep
an eye on the repeaters,
making a note of where
you are when you can
no longer hear them
and/or getting on the
fringe of the machine.
If you would like to con-
tribute your signal re-
ports, and/or avail your-
self for emergency op-
erations, should the
(Continued on page 3)
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Meeting Minutes—June 2001 (con’t)

(Continued from page 2)

need arise, please send
an e-mail to dave.
davisl@aol.com.

Program:

Kent Hutchinson pro-
vided the Weather
Channel videos on se-
vere weather of which
the section on torna-
does featured footage
that they shot locally in
Tallahassee. Jeff Lock-
wood, N4TML, also pro-
vided some information
about great resources
on the Internet for ob-
taining weather infor-
mation, such as the
Storm Prediction Center
in Norman, Oklahoma.

Steve Welsh, AD4E,
mentioned some up-

coming programs —
namely a tour of the
new National Weather
Service office at the
Love Building on FSU
campus; and a program
about homebrew pro-
jects.

Treasurer's
Report:

Kent Hutchinson,
KC4TOC, reported that
we slightly exceeded our
traditional $300 Field
Day budget by about
$35 — 40 on food and
drinks. Kent asked for a
motion from the floor to
approve the additional
expense from the treas-
ury — so moved, sec-
onded, and passed.

Tallahassee Field Day 2002 (con’t)

(Continued from page 1)

Including bonuses, but ex-
cluding duplicates that |
might have missed, TARS
should see a Field Day
score of close to 3700
points listed for our 2002
Field Day operation.

I don’t know about you,
but I'm looking forward to
next year. Let’s strive to
get that point total up and
maybe get in the top five
of the Northern Florida
Section!

Kent said that Field Day
was the club’s only ex-
pense for the month,
and that with a $150
donation from our good
friends of the Capital
City Cyclists Club, and
collection of member-
ship dues, the income
almost exactly balanced
the Field Day expenses,
and that we still have
about $2900 in the
bank.

The June minutes as
published in the news-
letter were approved by
a majority vote.

Special Events:

Carliane Johnson,
KG4CJT, our Special

(Continued on page 4)

Look for a program on
contesting coming up at a

future TARS meeting, pre-
sented by yours truly.
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There are about
122 days leftin
Hurricane
Season, make
sure your station
IS emergency-

ready.
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...five people
upgraded to
Amateur Extra
class [at the
Field Day testing

session].

Meeting Minutes (con’t)

(Continued from page 3)
Events Chairperson was
not in attendance.

Repeater
Report:

Randy Pierce, AG4UU, is
on military duty and was
unable to report on the
status of the repeaters.
However, comments were
made that it appears all
club-owned machines are
up & running just fine.

Testing:

Alan Terrell, N4AKGT, re-
ported that during the
Field Day 2002 testing
session, there was a no-
test upgrade to General
class, and five people
upgraded to Amateur
Extra class. The next

President’s QSO

(Continued from page 1)

more batteries in the
future, so if you still
need a battery and
didn’t get one this
time, stay tuned.

It was highly recom-
mended that an auto-
matic battery charger/
conditioner be pur-
chased to maintain
these batteries. Theo,

scheduled ARRL/VEC
testing session in Talla-
hassee will be 7:00 p.
m. on September 3,
2002 at the regular test-
ing session location,
2631 Municipal Way, in
Tallahassee, Florida.
Check the TARS web
site for more informa-
tion.

Break
David Heupel, AG4UQ,
won the drawing and
took half of a $28 pot.
The other half went to
the club treasury.

Field Day:

David Heupel, AG4UQ,

will have a run-down of
the Field Day 2002 re-

sults in the next news-

letter.

K4MVL, may have a
line on these, and
their approximate cost
is $25. They are also
available at Wal-Mart.

Linda, KG4RTX, has
announced that she
will be calling a ladies
net (a.k.a. “Powder
Puff Net”) Tuesday
nights at 8:00 p.m. on

The Printed Circuit

Old Business:

The Bylaws revisions de-
leting the reference to
the meeting start time
and duration was
moved, seconded, and
approved.

New business:
David Pienta, KG4DVW,
mentioned that state
employees must be reg-
istered American Red
Cross volunteers in or-
der to get administrative
leave in times of emer-
gency. Dave would like
to see that courtesy ex-
tended to state employ-
ees who are amateur
radio operators, but not

(Continued on page 7)

147.03 MHz,
PL=94.8Hz. The first
net will be called Au-
gust 6. Please listen
in and spread the
word as this is a an-
other great way to in-
crease local participa-
tion in ham radio.

Our Club Secretary,
David Heupel, AG4UQ,
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VP’s Corner (con’t)

Weekend 8:01 PM
EDT, August 16, 2002
(= 0001 hrs UTC, Au-
gust 17) until 7:59 PM
EDT August 18, 2002
(2359 hrs UTC, 18 Au-
gust 2002). These
special events are al-
ways a lot of fun to
listen to and even bet-
ter when you crack
the mic and make a
few contacts.

President’s QSO

(Continued from page 4)

is working diligently to
enhance our web-site.
More news will be
pending soon.

Brett, KG4KLR, and |

73

Brett Wellman —
KG4KLR
Kg4kilr@arrl.net
Work: 574-5872
Home: 926-9662

have been working to
bring you the pro-
grams you've re-
guested. Please tell
us what kind of pro-
grams you'd like for
the months ahead.

We will do our best to
make it happen! For
August, we will be
taking a tour of the
new National Weather
Service (NWS) facili-
ties located on the
main campus at FSU.
For September, our
program will highlight
homebrew construc-
tion techniques. For
October, we will have
our annual Fall Picnic.
This time we will en-
joy the beautiful set-
ting at the San Luis
city park.

Upcoming Hamfests
include the Alabama
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Please tell us
what
programs
you'd like for
the months
ahead.
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President’s QSO

State Convention in
Huntsville, August 17
& 18. There will be a
‘fest in Tampa on Au-
gust 24. Also, don’t

&

“...we need to
make a concerted
effort to recruit
young people into
the hobby.”
Steve Welsh,

ADA4E Photo-©AD4IM

miss the “Grand
Daddy of them all” in
Shelby, North Caro-
lina—its always Labor
Day weekend. A huge
tailgate makes it
worth the drive if you
enjoy hamfests. |
speak from the ex-
perience of attending
several times.

Randy Pierce, AG4UU,
is hosting a trip to the
Keys for the Light-
house/Lightship Spe-
cial Event weekend,

August 17 and 18.
Make contact with him
if you might be inter-
ested in participating.
In conjunction with
this event, Theo,
K4MVL, has secured
special event call sign
“W4M” for use at the
St. Marks Lighthouse.
Listen up on the re-
peaters for more info

The Printed Circuit

as this event draws
near.

And to rip-off a
phrase out of QST:

Ken Reecy, AC4TO, Jim Thayer, KS4JW, and Clark Scott, NI4P get the V/UHF and Amateur TV stations ready for action.

“Talk up Amateur Ra-
dio,” when you can.
Let’s all work together
to elevate the status
of Amateur Radio in
our community. When
you hear a new call
on the air, invite them
to tune-in on Sunday
nights to the nets.
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Meeting Minutes—July 2002

necessarily registered
ARC volunteers. This
would aid in making
sure there are enough
personnel available in
the event of an emer-
gency in our area. Kent
Hutchinson, KC4TOC,
mentioned that this is
something that needs to
be run by our new State
Government Liaison,
Ted Zateslo, W1XO.

Linda Miller, KG4RTX,
mentioned the forma-
tion of the Ladies
“Powder Puff Net,” and
graciously asked for the
club’s permission to op-
erate the net on the
147.03 repeater. David
Heupel, AG4UQ, so
moved that we allow
her to manage and op-
erate her net as she
sees fit on the 147.03
machine. The motion
was seconded and ap-
proved.

John Love, NZ4QJ,
asked that a budget
committee be formed to
analyze the financials of
the club. The budget
committee would esti-
mate revenues, and ex-
penditures, and deter-

mine whether or not we
may need to hold fund-
raisers, etc. The budget
committee could also
propose appropriations
of club funds for use on
club-sponsored projects,
such as putting on a
training session for
American Red Cross vol-
unteers, or setting up
an APRS station at a lo-
cal school. Steve
Welsh, ADAE, asked
John if he would chair
this committee, and
Kent Hutchinson,
KC4TOC, said he would
be happy to work with
John on this endeavor.

Bill Frieder, NAQNF, said
he might have a line on
a no-cost acquisition of
a used bus, very similar
to ones used by rental
car companies to shuttle
people from the airport
to the rental car depot.
Some interest was ex-
pressed in the idea. Bill
agreed to look into the
possibility further, and
report back in the fu-
ture.

Steve Welsh, AD4E, ex-
pressed interest in low-
ering our dues to $15

for regular membership/
household/family and
also offer a $10 student
membership. Steve be-
lieves that we might be
able to grow our mem-
bership if we lower our
dues. The idea gener-
ated much discussion,
and no movement was
made during the meet-
ing to change our cur-
rent dues structure.
However, Steve asks
that we give the idea
some consideration over
the next couple of
months or so. The bot-
tom line is that he
wants to grow the or-
ganization, and make it
stronger through the di-
versity of interests that
all local amateur opera-
tors enjoy. If you have
any input or feedback
with respect to this is-
sue, or how we can go
about growing the club,
please contact Steve
Welsh by phone or e-
mail.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 2037 EDT.
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“My primary
goal is to
grow TARS.”
Steve
Welsh, AD4E
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Join Now!

Your Officers

President:

Steve Welsh, AD4E
ad4e@latenight.net
(850) 656-2725

Vice-President:
F. Brett Wellman,
KG4KLR
kg4kir@arrl.net

Treasurer:

Kent B. Hutchinson,
KC4TOC
kc4toc@earthlink.net
(850) 576-4200

Secretary:

David Heupel, AG4UQ
ag4ug@arrl.net

(850) 321-3217

SICEY http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tars

Upcoming Events/Nets

Testing Session:

7:00 p. m. EDT on the
first Tuesday of odd
numbered months, at
2631 Municipal Way in
Tallahassee. For more
information, visit http://
www.k4tlh.net/testing.
htm.

TARS Meetings: Every
first Thursday of the
month at 7:00 p. m.
EDT. Note: The Au-
gust meeting will be
held at the Love
Bldg., on FSU cam-
pus. The program
will be a tour of the
NWS office.

Friday Lunch: Every
Friday, 11:30 a. m. EDT
at Golden Corral on
North Monroe St.

Saturday Breakfasts:
Every Saturday, 8:00
a. m. EDT at Golden
Corral on Monroe St.

Capital District ARES
Net: Every Sunday,
8:00 p. m. EDT on the
AE4S repeater
(146.655).

North Florida ARES
Net: Every morning,
except Sunday on 3950
KHz at 9:00 a. m.

Editorial Policy

Submitted material re-
ceived by the editor
from dues-paying mem-
bers in good standing,
on or before the 15th of
the month will appear in
the following month’s
newsletter as space per-
mits. Articles published
in The Printed Circuit
are not representative
of the views or opinions
of the whole organiza-
tion, and such views
and opinions are of the
individual author(s).
Currently, the editor is
David A. Heupel,
AG4UQ.



