Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

August 2006

http://www.k4tlh.net/
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first Thursday of every
month. Our primary meeting location is the conference room on the upper floor of the
Publix on Ocala Road in Tallahassee. Talk-in on the AE4S repeater 146.655 (down .600,
tone 94.8), or 146.520 simplex if you require entry into the building.

The program for the August meeting will be presented by KJ4G and the
digital group, if you are interested in digital communications, this is a must.

August Capital District ARES Report
The 2006 hurricane season has been quiet so far, but we are heading into the active part, and
as I write this a storm is moving up the western part of the Gulf of Mexico, and a tropical wave is
about to churn into the Caribbean. By this time next month, we probably will have seen at least one or
two hurricanes form. Now, while the anxiety factor is still low, is the time to prepare, and during the
past month, we have used the Sunday night ARES net to do that. The “Worked all ECs” contest was a
lot of fun, and it revealed our ability to talk without the repeater to the ECs throughout the Capital
District. We are going to do this again on Sunday, August 13, and it should be more fun because I
have made some changes to the frequencies to minimize the interference from other stations.
TARS has a portable repeater and we put it on the air for the first time in many years. It
works, and many hams were able to hit it. We will probably try to use it again and improve on our
earlier performance.
These tests and contests have shown that while we can make communications, we have
problems doing so. Except for a couple of super stations, most of us, including myself, have
difficulty talking to stations more than 20 miles away. That will be a problem if a storm hits the
Capital District and knocks out the repeaters. We are working to minimize that problem, but we need
to look at what we can do individually to improve our capabilities. The three things that come quickest
to mind are 1. use a gain antenna, 2. raise it as high as possible, and 3. reduce transmission line
losses. To help you do that, I am contemplating having a 3 hour forum on a Saturday in August that
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will present experts on antennas to discuss antennas, height, and coax losses. Rather than having
classes on antenna theory, we will have practical “hands on” presentations that will include how to
make a 5 element beam for about $40, a fold up J pole, and a “plumber’s delight” J pole. If you are
interested in attending this forum, send me an email at davedavis1@earthlink.net with the dates in
August or early September that are best for you. If there is enough interest, I will move on
organizing this event.
Along these same lines of preparing for the “big one,” I encourage you to make sure you have a
72 hour kit that will allow you and your family to survive the first three days after a storm has hit.
Also, check your radio jump kit for completeness and readiness. A list of what you may want to
include in the jump kit is on the K4TLH.net webpage. While you are there, review the Capital District
Emergency Plan.
Finally, Gene, AI4KK, and Dave, KI4LHH, will be teaching the FEMA ICS 100 and ICS 700
courses and the ARRL’s EM COMM Level I course in August and September. This is excellent
training, and well worth the time and small cost required (The FEMA courses are free). Specific
times and locations for these courses are announced on the Sunday evening ARES net. Also, we have
started a Sunday evening “Message Handling” net. It begins at 7:30 on the 146.655 Mhz repeater. It
is excellent training on sending formal message traffic, and can be a lot of fun.
So, now is the time to prepare, and I appreciate very much the hard work that the ECs, their
Assistants, and all of you have done to make sure we are as ready as we can be if a hurricane hits our
area. If we are prepared we have no need to fear.
73,
Dave
WA4WES
Capital District Emergency Coordinator

**************************************************
BPL Update
At this time, the City of Tallahassee is not pursuing BPL. I will advise if I hear of any change. If
anyone hears different please drop me a line at ad4e@arrl.net
Steve - AD4E
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TARS Meeting
July 6, 2006

The TARS monthly membership meeting was held at the State of Florida Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
at 2555 Shumard Oak Blvd. on Thursday, July 6, 2006.
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m.
President Dan Moniz KI4HGO thanked the staff of the State EOC for the gracious invitation, and welcomed the
approximately 40 members and guests who signed in.
A motion was approved to vary the usual order of the meeting in order to proceed with a special program.
Dave Davis WA4WES, Capital District Emergency Coordinator for ARES, outlined priorities:
$ Required training will include FEMA courses IS 100, 200, and 700, as well as ARRL Emcomm Level I. The
FEMA courses are excellent, can be taken online or in locally organized classes. Gene AI4KK and Dave
KI4LHH have organized more classes, and dates are in the July Newsletter.
$ Hams need to be personally prepared, ready their jump kits, plan in advance to assure families are safe, and
see the information on the K4TLH webpage on preparedness.
$ Hams are asked to consider staying in local Red Cross Risk Shelters, structures certified to withstand
Category 3 hurricanes. Chris Floyd estimates some 15,000 people could be sheltered there.
$ Sundays at 7:30 p.m. on 146.655 is a new net on message handling practice using ARRL format.
$ KJ4G and the “digiteers” continue to develop and test greater digital capacity.
$
There will be increased simplex testing during and after nets with the goal of improving simplex capability
across the District.
John Fleming WD4FFX gave a very informative presentation on emergency operations, beginning with 4 videos
on the topics of: Amateur Radio Today, Florida SERT and EOC, the 2005 Hurricane Season, and Florida
Responds to Hurricane Katrina.
John introduced the operators of the amateur radio station KA4EOC and described some of their capabilities:
Voice, SSB, ATV, SSTV, APRS, SEDAN, Echolink, PACTOR, and PSK digital. They participate Wednesday
mornings in Florida Amateur Radio Emergency nets, and he referred hams to the North Florida Amateur Radio
Emergency Plan. He commented that better coordination is needed among the Florida Sections, but cooperation
is good with Civil Air Patrol, ARES, RACES, MARS, REACT, and Skywarn. Communications at the EOC are
extensive: Public Switched Telephone Network (primary), plus wired, cellular, etc.; internet; proprietary
satellite system - ESATCOM, public satellite (VOIP, telco interconnect, dispatch), SLERS (State Law
Enforcement Radio System), Florida State Agencies (e.g. Highway Patrol, Fish and Game), SHARES (HF, SSB,
UHF, FM, data), FNARS (FEMA National Radio System), Opsecure, military, and so forth.
John said that never in 2004-2005 was there a total loss of communications in the State. Although amateur
radio operators are important to certain operations during disasters in Florida, their numbers are relatively
small: only 1238 ARES participants among 51,583 licensed amateur operators in Florida. Graphs of ARRL
membership by age show the hobby is tending to “age out”.
John confirmed the requirement of adequate training: IS 100, 200, and ARRL Emcomm Level I for operators;
plus IS 700 and Emcomm Level II for NCS, ECs and DECs; and IS 800 plus Emcomm Level III for Net
Managers, SEC, State Liaison, and appointees. The State also wants local Emergency Management affiliation,
ARES membership, self-sufficient operators for the required period of time with their own equipment, supplies,
facilities, transportation, lodging, and nourishment; all-mode capability (at least at the team level) and technical
proficiency; and for amateurs to be physically and emotionally capable of the demands of deployment, able to
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deploy quickly, willing to work within the system, and a single point of contact for deployment, recall, and
tracking. The new plan involves bringing volunteer operators into the EOC, and John referred hams to the new
plan for details.
In exchange, the State can provide certain protections under Florida G.S.252.41, Florida G.S.768.1355
(Volunteer Protection Act), and Florida G.S.1768.28 (Waiver of Sovereign Immunity in Tort Actions). There is
also some grant funding to Florida amateur radio groups.
John Fleming reminded the hams of the 4 Cs: Calm, courteous, correct, and concise. He thanked the hams for
their efforts and said he appreciates all the work of the area clubs, TARS in Tallahassee and SPARC of Wakulla.
Several lucky hams received weather radios when cards with their callsigns were picked from a hat.
Dan KI4HGO led attendees in an enthusiastic round of applause for John and the EOC staff in appreciation of
the excellent program.
BUSINESS MEETING
It was approved to extend the meeting past 9 p.m. to conduct an expedited Business session.
OFFICER AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Treasurer:
Carlton Wells AG4UT read the Treasurer’s report. Great news was that 9 members had recently renewed or
joined the club. * A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is made a part of these Minutes.
Minutes:
Following correction of a typo in the callsign of Don, WA4DSW, the Minutes of the June 2006 Annual Meeting
were approved.
Repeaters:
Repeater Trustee Randy Pierce AG4UU reported that the repeater team has continued to make progress, and
thanked the large team that assembled for the tower work that was reported in the Newsletter. He reminded
members of the frequencies on the 6-meter setup (53.03 transmit, 52.03 input, 94.8 pl) and asked everyone to
exercise the machine. Members applauded in appreciation.
Education & Training:
Phil N4IPH said a new class will start in September/October. He has seen the new question pool, it seems
somewhat watered down, and there are no diagrams.
Dave KI4LHH gave dates for emergency-related training in coming months of 2006: At Wakulla EOC, IS-100
on July 12 at 6:30 p.m., and IS-700 on July 19 at 6:30 p.m. Emcomm I training begins August 2 and will be on
Wednesday evenings, except for August 16 and September 6. IS-100 will be taught on August 16, and IS-700
on September 6, at Affiliated Computer Systems’ Training Rooms. Announcements of scheduled classes will be
made on the Sunday 8 p.m. ARES nets on the 146.655 repeater.
Newsletter:
Dan Moniz KI4HGO reported that the July “Field Day Edition” of the Newsletter with views and stories from
the local clubs was sent out via e-mail. Any members who did not receive the newsletter should write Dan at
ki4hgo@arrl.net and he will send another copy. He invited members to contribute articles.
Website:
Webmaster David Heupel WE4RA said the site is down and should be back up by 7 p.m. Monday.
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Testing:
Alan Terrell N4KGT reported that a test session was held during Field Day, and there were various successful
new hams and upgrades. The ARRL/VEC-administered Amateur Radio License Examinations are held at 7 p.m. on
the first Tuesday of even-numbered months at the Channel 49 facility in the 10/90 Park at Midway in Gadsden
Co., near where I-10 meets US-90 west of Tallahassee.
Field Day:
Dan KI4HGO commented that Field Day 2006 was a great success, with excellent participation from Civil Air
Patrol, American Red Cross, Leon County EMS, and coverage by Channel 27 News. The food, camaraderie, and
contacts were great. A warm round of applause was given to Gene Floyd AI4KK, his team, and all participants
for the great effort.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS
1)

Two new hams were welcomed: Jim Warren KI4PBK and Vern Bruce KI4PRX.

With no other business the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Chantal M. Blanton KI4NBU, Secretary

**************************************************************************************

Local Ham Participates in Hawk Mountain Ranger School

Joshua Floyd, KI4NGO recently returned from 9 days at the Hawk Mountain Ranger School in the
mountains of Pennsylvania. Hawk Mountain is best known as Civil Air Patrol's most academically and
physically demanding activity and is recognized as one of the foremost SAR schools in the nation.
During the course, he lived in a tent on the side of a mountain, taking cold showers, eating MREs and
wild game while learning advanced Search and Rescue, Wilderness Survival, and Communications. He is
hoping to build on his skills at various weekend
retreats so that he can return next year and
eventually to be assigned as a staff member at
the school. You can find out more about the
school itself at
http://pawg.cap.gov/hawk/summer.htm
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TARS Treasurer’s Report
August 2006
As of 8/1/06:
Checking Account Balance: $509.40
Savings Account Balance: $1502.55
Receipts deposited in checking account: $300.00 ($300 reported from
TLH EAA, but erroneously credited TLH CCC in July)
Receipts deposited in savings account:
$0.38
Receipts derived from the following:
$45.00
Dues ($100 reported at June mtg.)
0.00
TARS Auction
505.00
Donations (TLH CCC - $500, Ray Mote - $5),
TLH CCC - $300
(deposit pending)
0.00
50/50
0.38
Savings Interest
$550.38
Total
4 members renewed or joined last month.
2 individual(s)
2 family member(s)
0 student(s)
Expenses:*
- $11.00, reimb. Arthur Yarbrough for TCH tower lights and ant. maint.
- $80.00, to Postmaster for P.O. Box 37127 annual rent.
- $33.92, reimb. Bonnie Floyd for TARS van gas ($12.06) & 2006 Field Day food ($21.86).
- $261.81, reimb. Robert Guris for 2006 Field Day food.
Outstanding expenses:
- None.
Donations:
- None.
ARC (~$202.00, less $134.55) 2004 TARS Auction proceeds.
*Reimbursement request for 2004 hurricane-related expenses submitted to State of Florida,
Division of Emergency Management (Ivan Tracker #1819 and Charlie Tracker #4757). John Fleming,
FDEM is looking into to the status of request.
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Testing Information
The ARRL/VEC administered FCC Amateur Radio License Examinations are provided in Midway, Florida
at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of EVEN numbered months (February, April, June, etc.) in the
conference room of the FOX-49 (WTLH) studios located at 950 Commerce Blvd, in Midway, FL. The
phone number at the facility is 850.576.4990.

Click me to view/print me full size. (74KB)
There is also usually a testing session at our Field Day operations, which is always the fourth full
weekend in June.
There is a $14 non-refundable examination fee that is payable to the ARRL for the administration of
the test. Please bring your checkbook to the testing session, along with two forms of identification,
with at least one being a photo ID.

There is a new Technician Question Pool as of July 1st 2006...No Block Diagrams...No Electronic Symbols..
and more "user friendly" ??? questions Both ARRL and Gordon West have new study guides....The new
question pool can be downloaded from ARRL and other locations on the internet..
De Phil
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION CLASSES
Emcomm Level I
August 2, 9, 23, 30
September 13, 20, 27
Testing October 4
Cost: $10.00 for testing and $19.95 (Plus shipping) for a manual
Manuals are available from ARRL:
http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?category=&words=Amateur+Radio+Emergency+Communications+Cour
se+--+Level+I&SearchWords.x=0&SearchWords.y=0

IS-100
August 16

FREE
IS-700

September 6

FREE

Please let us know what other classes you
would like to see offered in the Tallahassee
area.

Contact Gene Floyd AI4KK at:
AI4KK@arrl.net

David R. Miner
Assistant In Information Studies
Fax: (850) 644-6253
College of Information
E-mail: miner@ci.fsu.edu
The Florida State University Tallahassee, FL 32306-2100

************************************************************************************
Location: Affiliated Computer Services (ACS is what the sign says) 2002 Old St. Augustine Road,
Building B. (This is the "official" address which comes from the back side.)
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New Technician License Question Pool
de Phil N4IPH
Know anyone studying for their Technician written exam? Then make sure they are using the correct
question pool (February 2006 release)…in use starting July 1st (valid through June 30, 2010) by the
VE Teams. The NCVEC released the question pool a few months ago and the reception has been mixed
within the Amateur community. To start off..the major change to the question pool is that there are
no block diagrams or schematic symbols. The number of questions in the pool have also been reduced
from 512 down to 392. According to several articles I’ve read…the NCVEC Question Pool Committee
wanted to make the Technician Written Exam less complex for younger potential hams. The questions
are phrased supposedly to make it easier for young people in particular to understand what is being
asked. A number of articles have suggested it’s a “watering down” of the license process…and wonder
if it will continue through the General and Extra exams in the future. Those of us that can remember
a number of years ago (in the 60’s)..you had an “outline” of topics, formulas and calculations that you
had to master before taking the License Exam in front of FCC examiners. At that time…you had to go
to Jacksonville, Atlanta or Tampa to sit for the exam…there was no VE (or VEC) system! In the 70’s
& 80’s a group of solicitors started asking potential hams about the questions as they left the testing
site…one of the major compilers was Dick Bash who later published a series of “study guides” . All you
had to do was purchase a copy of the “study guide” look over the questions and answers…then go take
your exam. No more burning the midnight oil studying about “Hartley and Colpitts” oscillators or
trying to understand some of the mathematical calculations. A few years later the VEC program was
established…a question pool for each license class was developed and the local VE Testing replaced
the FCC regional testing.
I’ve talked to a number of people that have taken my license courses over the years…they
admit that the material is not that difficult…you just have to put in a little study time before you
attempt the exam. I’ve had several people down-load a copy of the question from the internet..look
over the questions & answer and take the exam with little difficulty. The problem is that they know
the answers to the questions…but not the application of the material. This is where we get the term
“appliance operator”.
Both the ARRL and Gordon West have developed new study guides for the new question pool.
The Gordon West guide ($18.95) includes a bonus CD (containing discounts on CQ magazine, radio
outlets and more). The ARRL now has 2 study guides ARRL’s TECH Q & A ($15.95) (uses question by
question approach) and the ARRL Ham Radio License Manual ($24.95) which replaces the Now You’re
Talking study guide we have been using in our Red Cross classes.
Is the new approach to studying for the entry level Amateur License going to pay off in an
increase of young people entering the hobby? Only time will tell. Will it make better operators on the
ham bands? I’ll leave that to you to determine…All I know is that I need to spend some time this fall
re-doing my Power Point presentation for the next class to cover the question pool..
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Make Field Day A Real Training Exercise

(based on article in CQ-Amateur Radio June 2006)
de Phil N4IPH

Reading through the Public Service section in the June issue of CQ-Amateur Radio..the picture of the Tampa
Amateur Radio Club’s Field Day tower caught my attention. Reading the article below the picture caused me to
think of how we have operated Field Day since I first joined the club back in 1967 and became active again in
the early 80’s. The general scenario is that a site is chosen a month or so in advance, mode captains
(CW..SSB..VHF ) are “volunteered”, a food chairman is assigned, someone supplies a few computers and a logging

program and everyone drags whatever equipment they can pack in their cars (most of it not being used).

Around 10 AM antennas are strung, radios set up and generators are tested. The lunch spread is set out and
the local hams stand around waiting for the magic hour of 2 PM. For 24 hours a small number of hams begin the
24 hours of operation. Sunday afternoon..the event ends…stuff is pack away and someone calculates the final
score and hopefully sends it in to the ARRL for publication in November.
Tampa does it a little differently…it’s a real emergency exercise…First..only a select few know the location of
the Field Day site! In the weeks before the Field Day..crews inventory required equipment and repair or
construct necessary communication gear….similar to hurricane preparation. The Hillsborough County Director of
Emergency Management makes a request for possible emergency communication on Friday (the day before Field
Day starts). An announcement is made on the local repeater around 7 PM that there is a need to deploy and
that all interested members should monitor the repeater. A short time later the location of the exercise is
announced. Between this time and 1800Z Saturday equipment is picked up at the clubhouse and deployed to the
Field Day site. Once members have left the clubhouse…there is no turning back..Any missing equipment (radios,
connectors, coax, wire, fuses) required to support the station must be request by communication back to the
clubhouse. Members must leave in no less than one hour intervals (simulating the long drive times required in a
real emergency). All stations must be operational at 1800Z…if not ready..a mobile/or portable backup must be
on the air by whatever means necessary.
Bob Moody W4WSZ, a long time TARS member (now in Monticello) many years ago suggested TARS try
something similar based on the Collins Radio Club in Texas. Several TARS members have suggested a similar
setup over the years…but with very little support. Bob’s idea is to have everyone involved load their equipment
and meet at a restaurant around 8 AM for breakfast…Shortly after 9 AM the Field Day site is announced and
the group is deployed to begin setting up at 10 AM…to be on the air around 2 PM. Not as strict as the Tampa
group..but at least some element of surprise as to the location.

One of the major oppositions to this idea is that the “news media” and visitors won’t know where to go.
Over the past few years (and earlier) we have had very few visitors…and only one TV station show up. If TARS
wanted TV coverage….the station could be notified earlier in the week of the event and a simple phone call to
the station(s) news room that morning should be sufficient. If there was a major accident somewhere in
Tallahassee…it would be only minutes before the news crews showed up! They should be able to do the same
thing for Field Day… On the weekends.. the media is always looking for something to occupy their news
broadcast time.
Unlike many Field Day events throughout the US…TARS uses the event to bring members of the club
together for good food, exercise their radios..good food…try new or unique antenna configurations..good
food..and allow new or upgraded hams to get a taste of HF operation. If you missed Bobby KD4QKI’s chicken
this year…you missed a real treat. We might want to think about a event similar to Field Day in the fall (when
it’s cooler!)..Have the club members show up for breakfast one Saturday with their equipment..and then
announce a site to setup emergency communications. Just something to think about before Field Day comes
around again next June..
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SILENT KEYS
It is with deep regret that we record
the passing of these amateurs:
K2DPT Glenn, Arthur, Fort Myers, FL
W2GMD Taten, Herberts., Margate, FL
W2MNP Goldstein, Bernard, Fort Lauderdale, FL
K20Y Robideau, Bruce H., Englewood, FL
WA3YMV Kent, Leland B. Jr, Brooksville, FL
KN4DP Schaefer, William E., New Port Richey, FL
KM4FP Reynolds, Ronald D., Tallahassee, FL
AC4L Armstrong, Lloyd L., Tallahassee, FL
KC40EI Rhodes, Linda S., Maitland, FL
N4WAA Weimer, Robert E., Deerfield Beach, FL
KE4WWE Cherry, Richard E. Ill, Ocala, FL
W7PCV Hobson, Willis H., Port Richey, FL
K2GEI Kamp, S. B., Greenacres, FL

2006 TARS Membership Roster
By Carlton Wells
The 2006 TARS Membership Roster has been posted the TARS web site, http://www.K4TLH.net.
Please check the roster for proper spelling of your name and call sign. Email the Treasurer,
ag4ut@arrl.net with any comments or questions.
If your name is missing from the roster, it indicates your dues payment has not been received. If
you are a student and your name is missing from the roster, it indicates your renewal form has not
been received (dues for students are free). Use the form in this newsletter for mailing your
renewal to the Treasurer or see him at the next TARS meeting.

Local ARC Receives Large Donation for New Chapter House
If you have seen or heard the news today, our Chapter has been given a large donation to build a NEW Chapter
House. The National Organization will be the prime designer with our Chapter making
changes/additions/deletions. What I everybody to start thinking about is how much of a tower do we want to
build, how high, design the communications room, and any other suggestions/ideas that you might have for the
communications room or other areas. Send me your suggestions/ideas and I will forward them on to Chris. This
is really big news.
There are four chapters sharing in the entire donation. The National Org will be using our design as an
experiment in chapter design, so we will be a shining star in the Red Cross world …………. I just wanted to let all
of you know what is coming down the pike.
73
Dave kg4yzi

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

August 2006

11

July SPARC Meeting
73 Ed KC4MHM

Dear Members:

This is a long overdue message, but what can I say? We had a
great Field Day. It was the results of everyone contributing what they
could and cooperation by everyone. Our gracious hosts Warner,K4UAT,
and his lovely wife provided us with the required location and an all
important Porta' Potty. The Wakulla Sheriff's Office loaned us a 100'
tower and a generator. The Red Cross provided a tent which was used
for the SSB station that John, AD4DO oversaw. Paul, KJ4G, and
company set up a full length 160 loop. Ed,KN4Y, did his usual fine job
with the CW station and Bill, KG4LFT, brought almost everything else.
Just some of which was two tents used for food and socializing, fans
for cooling, generator for EMF, a
bucket truck for getting things such as
antennas in the air, resources for the
provision of food, and some other things
I am not able to recall at the moment.
Ink, N4OO, set up a portablevertical
for use on the Red Cross frequency. It
works well on 6 Meters as well as its
intended frequency. Ink has donated
this antenna to the club for use in
emergencies where communications
with the Red Cross is required. It is
easily transported, and set up for use
most any where. We had the pleasure
of the attendance of one of our club's
founding fathers, Bob, KE4RFH, who
is out and about most of the time but
is with us in sprit most of the time.
Nice seeing you again Bob. Every one
had a good time, we met most of the

digital group, I for the first time, and
they are a great service to us, thanks
for your time and expertise. The
nightly entertainment by Bret, KG4KLR, was first class and Judy,
KD4SFW, did her usual great job keeping us well fed. We had hot dogs
and hamburgers for lunch Saturday, chicken and pork roast for supper,
smoked sausage Sunday morning to go with the eggs, sausage gravy and
biscuits provided by Warner and his wife Jeanette. There was a
bottomless pot of coffee to perk us up and to settle the outstanding breakfast. What more could be
asked for? Good participation, good food, good company, and an overall good time. Thank you everyone
for all you did and/or provided and thank you John, AD4DO, for heading up Field Day for us.
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Thomasville Amateur Radio Club
August 2006 Reflector
Mike ke4fgf
Hi Folks,
Summer break is over and it’s time to get back in the saddle again. Field Day went pretty well despite
the fact that our contact number was a bit down but everyone seemed to have a good time and the
new site worked really well, probably better from a radio standpoint than the location last year. Setup and take-down also went pretty quickly despite the overbearing heat and gnats. And the addition
of our young guest operators, the Jefferson County Hamsters seemed to breathe new (younger?) life
into the entire operation. There did seem to be an inordinate amount of pile-ups on both stations and
even though you could hear a station really well, it was difficult to make them hear you in the scuffle
taking place on the air. But, that’s the charm and the curse of Field Day.
We had a number of other things going on during our time off. First, Scott, KB0Y, has the new 195
machine finished and weather permitting, it will return to the air on meeting day, August 5th. I was
particularly glad to hear him say that the receiver was “as hot as Mother Nature will allow”. I hope
that means the problems of getting into the machine will be gone for good. Also, we have a new
antenna installed at the recently completed Thomas County EOC (Emergency Operations Center) and
the plan is to move the 147.06 machine there and schedule some repairs on the ailing antenna system
in Boston. While that takes place, we’ll get the old 195 machine cleaned up, re-aligned and recrystalled for another frequency and take it home to Boston. That’ll give us a wide area coverage
repeater, an in-town repeater, and one to cover the east, particularly if we add “Tall Pines Interlink”
capabilities there.
Secondly, we had a test session for the kids who were with us at Field Day, the next Friday after
that event. The question pool the kids had studied would be replaced on July 1st and their instructors
wanted them to have a shot at it before the change occurred. One of the young men, Robert White,
did pass his test and is a new Tech with the call KI4QCD. The others were oh so close, but didn’t
quite get there. You’ll see a further report on that session and the start of a new column called
“Hamster’s Tales” penned by Jorden, KI4NBW. I’ve asked Jorden to make it a monthly addition to our
newsletter and I hope he does that as his initial effort is really good.
Now, I’m sure you saw the news either in the paper or on TV where an elderly man went missing
overnight a few weeks back. Whether you realized it or not, it was also the first time our new ARES
group got a call out. That Saturday, I got a somewhat cryptic call from the Command Post in charge
asking for “one Ham Operator”. Of course, I asked “Only one?” While I didn’t find out until Buddy and
I showed up, a friend from Tallahassee, Bill, KI4JOG, came along with the K9 Search and Rescue team
from Leon County and had his radio equipment with him. He told Chris Jones he could handle
communications from that group “if he had another operator at the CP”. Mystery solved. Luckily, they
found the man within a couple of hours of our arrival and despite some dehydration, he was OK and
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that was a surprise because the temperature was in the upper 90s. Chris talked to Buddy and I about
the way the trailer was set up and in fact, we have been asked to help add some equipment of theirs,
and to add a permanent amateur station in the communications room for occurrences like this. Bill
indicated that in the de-brief session, a major point was made that “K9 Search and Rescue” and “the
Hams” needed to be called sooner. We also saw Mike and Heidi Drawdy and they indicated they were
ready to start studying for a license because their FRS radios just didn’t cut it at all. So a lot of good
things came of this operation and I’m happy it turned out well for all concerned.
Our program for this meeting will deal with new Amateur Digital Communications such as APRS, WinLink, and Tel-Pac. For those of you who were part of our packet group a few years back, this should
be a program of interest to you. The speaker will be Paul Eakin, KJ4G, who you may already know but
remember him as KB4ES when he was heavy into 6 meters. Paul and his digital group in Leon County
have some really neat things going on and I for one am looking forward to dusting off my gear and
saddling back up. Our group of a few years ago was heavily into the SEDAN system and while that’s
still a usable system, it’s technology hasn’t really progressed much in the last ten years and I think
that’s because Buck Rogers, K4ABT, left that group due to sickness and just plain burn-out with some
System Operators who were proving troublesome. Buck was the real “techno-whiz” who made sure the
system kept up with current technology and I’ve noticed a gradual decline in its use in his absence.
Well, enough for this month. The nets will resume on the second Tuesday night of the month as I’d
like to start fresh on the new repeater if weather allows its installation. And the midmonth breakfast
will be on August 19th as well as a test session at the library that afternoon at 1pm. I’ll also say
thanks here to Paul, KJ4G, and Joe, W4EAN, who are new members of the VE group. Joe is pretty
heavily involved in helping the Hamsters with their studies (particularly CW) and Paul was the VE who
helped Robert, KI4QCD, with reading and understanding his test and I believe whatever he did made
that youngster comfortable enough to pass the test. So please make your plans to join us at the Plaza
on August 5th, 6pm for supper and then a brief meeting at 7:30 followed by a first class program on
digital communications…I look forward to seeing YOU and your family there!!
73 de Mike
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Pictures from TARS Meeting at State EOC
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THE EATING PLACES
See who is power lunching at the Corral:

EMCOMM CLASSES Held at SPARC
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Local Net News:
2 METERS SSB:
The Seven Hills Two Meter Side Band Net meets every Sunday night at 8:45pm.
The frequency is: 144.208 USB. Everyone is welcomed.
73’s John KG4GXT

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club meetings are every 3rd Thursday of each month at
the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility (Sheriff’s Department) at 7:30pm. Wednesday
Night Net Meeting 2000 Hours 146.550 MHz Simplex

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club: This net meets every Tuesday night at 8:00pm on
147.195MHZ Duplex. Club meetings on the first Saturday of each month at the Plaza Restaurant at
7:30pm

6 METERS SSB:
The Big Bend Six Meter Net meets Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time. The Net meets on
50.150 MHz upper sideband. Use whatever antenna you have, but try to get around to using a
horizontally polarized antenna. This net is in need of net control operators, if you are interested
please contact: IVAN (K4SRB) at ivancook@peoplepc.com
Capital District ARES Net: Every Sunday, 8:00 p. m. Eastern on the AE4S repeater 146.655 (tone 94.8)

The Big Bend Hamster Net: This net meets on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm Eastern on the AE4S
repeater 146.655 (tone 94.8). Call 574-7965 for more detail information.

A Few New UHF Nets:
The "Friday Friendly Net": It is moderated by Mary, KI4JOO. This net meets on Friday evenings on
the 443.400 UHF repeater. The offset is 5 Mc plus and the PL encode/decode tone is 131.8. Checkins can also join in via echolink by connecting to Node #3950 from other areas or from their PC. This
net is scheduled for 1 hour. It’s very informal and we discuss anything callers what to talk about.
The "Winlink Conference": This net is held every Wednesday evening starting around 8PM. This is
moderated by Al, W3YVQ, out of Baltimore, Md. Hams can connect direct to "Freds happy serve" on
node #129799, or tune into 443.400 UHF repeater to participate. This is a loosely directed net and
pertains solely about digital communications. Regulars check in from around the USA and discuss all
issues of Em Comms using digital equipment. It’s mostly a technical group. A large amount of the
success of the TLH DIGITAL GROUP comes from the elmering from this group. This net can be
lengthy in time, sometimes lasting up to 3 hours.
Other nets are listed on the K4TLH website. All the new ham radio operators are welcomed to use
the repeaters and join in on the nets.
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Please Support AE4S Repeater…

For the past 28 years, Bill Jordan (AE4S) and I have operated AE4S Repeater. It is the product of
Bill’s vision to establish a high quality, wide area communications system providing daily benefit to the
local amateur community and a valuable technical resource to aid the public during periods of
emergency and natural disaster. In order to accomplish this feat, we decided to mix business with
pleasure. Out of a couple of communications-related commercial activities came a 600-foot tower,
communications equipment building, and emergency power generator. And, the repeater antenna was
placed very prominently at the top of the tower.
As a result of the antenna site changing hands a couple of times, we have lost much of the autonomy
we enjoyed over the years with our repeater system. As of five years ago, the current owner asked
us to pay monthly rent. Since Bill and I still had certain extracurricular business interests, we
continued to fund the repeater from our profits along with a few contributions from local amateurs.
Unfortunately, the major source of our funding has declined to the point where we must ask the local
amateur community to shoulder more of the burden so that we may preserve this valuable
communications resource for our amateur community.
The annual rent for the antenna site is $2,000. The autopatch line adds another $300 annually;
resulting in a combined monthly outlay of almost $200. Add to this the expense of equipment
maintenance and renewal, the cost of operating the repeater becomes a bit daunting for the amateur
budget. But it’s worth it! There are few communications sites in our local community that rival the
performance of the AE4S repeater system. With your help, Bill and I will endeavor to maintain the
quality of AE4S Repeater in the tradition you’ve experienced since its inception.
Contributions to the AE4S Repeater operating fund may be mailed to me directly or via PayPal to email N4JL@att.net. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Jerry Kessler (N4JL)
6628 Tim Tam Trail

Tallahassee, FL 32309-1937

*******************************************************************

Interested in a used beam antenna:
One Thunderbird Jr Tri-band beam with 30 or 40 ft of 213 coax.
It's been up on a push up mast for the past 12 years,
it can be tried out before anyone buys it.
Contact: Art (W1FJI)
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If you haven’t submitted your Reimbursement form from field day, you may print this
out and submit to Carlton

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
Expense Reimbursement Form

Payable To:
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:

Expenses:
Date of Expense

Description of Expense

Total Amount of Reimbursement

Amount of Expense $

$

________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Payee
Date
________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Event Financial Officer (if applicable)
Date
________________________________________________________________________
Signature of TARS Treasurer
Date
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Membership Renewal
A new year has arrived and so has TARS membership renewal. Make the form easy on yourself. If
you have not changed any information from last year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the
form with your name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status,
complete a form for each member.
Name: _________________________________
Callsign: _________
Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
City: ______________________
State: ____ ZIP: ______-_____
Member type: Indiv. ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one)
Home Phone (
) _____-_______
Work Phone: (
) _____-_______
Cell Phone (
) _____-_______
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________
ARRL member (y/n) ____
TARS Van trained (y/n) ____
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free! You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join
the Society. An interest in radio communications is all that is required. New members pay pro-rata
based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members
pay $15 dues anytime throughout the calendar year.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your
check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the
Treasurer, or mail your check and information to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O
Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues
are $39 annually. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for
more membership information.
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TARS Officers

President: Dan Moniz - KI4HGO
Vice President: Alan Torledsky – W1ABT
Secretary: Chantal Blanton – KI4NBU
Treasurer: Carlton W. Wells - AG4UT
TARS Committees
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Dan Moniz KI4HGO
Historian: Shawn Wilson AG4VE
Equipment Manager: Carlton Wells AG4UT
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Special Events: Carliane Johnson KG4CJT
Webmaster: David A. Heupel WE4RA

Upcoming Events:
TARS Meetings: Every first Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. EDT at Publix at Ocala Rd.
Friday Lunch 11:30 a. m. EDT at Golden Coral on No. Monroe St.
Capital District ARES Net: Every Sunday, 8:00 p. m. Eastern on the AE4S repeater 146.655).
North Florida ARES Net: Every morning, except Sunday on 3950 KHz at 9:00 a. m. Eastern.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Please submit
your articles
and
announcements
to the newsletter by the
20th of the
month

Submitted material received by the editor from dues paying members in good
standing, on or before the 20th of the month will appear in the following
month’s newsletter as space permits. Comments and/or suggestions to improve
the newsletter are welcomed. The Printed Circuit is not representative of the
views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views and opinions are of
the individual author(s). Currently, the editor is Dan Moniz KI4HGO. Submissions for The
Printed Circuit may be emailed to: KI4HGO@arrl.net
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