News Letter of the

Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society

July 2012 Late Edition
July Meeting
July 5, 2012, 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall,
3413 Old Bainbridge Road, North of I-10

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first Thursday of every month.
NOTICE: Our primary meeting location will change in the next couple of months pending decision
from the TARS Relocation Committee and the membership. Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater
147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)

TARS Officers
President: Dan Moniz – KI4HGO
Vice President: Mike Maynard – K4ICY
Secretary: Larry Pushor – KI4MAJ
Treasurer: Nick Adams – W4EAF

TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard K4ICY
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell N4KGT
Webmaster: Melissa Raulston
Public Information Officer: Vacant

Upcoming Events
July

August

September

Jul 5 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting -

Aug 2 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting Aug 7 (Tuesday)
- License Testing -

Sep 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting -

(This newsletter was posted after)

Message from the Presidency
The new TARS elected officials are in office - President: Dan KI4HGO, VP: Mike
Maynard K4ICY, Secretary: Larry KI4MAJ and Treasurer: Nick W4EAF. We look
forward to the next year in service of the interests to amateur radio operators in the
Tallahassee area. The “Door” is always open to speak with any one of us and
there is always a position and opportunity open for volunteers to serve in some
capacity. By August 2012, St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal – our gracious host for
the last couple of years will be sadly closing its doors and TARS will be looking for
a new venue.
A committee has been formed to address this need and to produce some viable solutions. Look forward to
news and information on this development.
TARS is ultimately your club: the hams of the greater Tallahassee area. We, as a club can only become as
great as the motivation and volunteer service efforts of its membership. We encourage you to think back to
the excitement and promise you felt when you first earned your “ticket.” Consider that feeling you had when
you learn of opportunities to serve within our great organization. There are many events throughout the
year and much to learn about our wonderful hobby. Most of all, it’s the “people” that make up the amateur
radio hobby. We are not just “amateurs” in the field of radio, but experts in the art of communications, the
electronics arts and in PR. There are so many aspects to the hobby that appeal to everyone, and TARS is
a great club to get all that in one place.
73 and thanks. We are looking forward to a great year,
Dan, KI4HGO

Mike, K4ICY

Larry, KI4MAJ

Nick, W4EAF

TARS Business Meeting • An Imminent Change of Venue
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal is closing its doors by August and TARS is looking for a new
location, to not only hold its meetings, but perhaps a place with room to hold other TARS activities,
including test sessions.
A committee has been motioned to address this urgent need and produce some viable solutions.
Committee members include Randy Pierce AG4UU and Nick Simoncini KI4FTK. More information
will be available soon and a vote from the membership may come as soon as the September
meeting.
Please be advised that there is a strong if not positive likelihood that St. Francis will not be
available for August.

Leon County ARES Plan
The Leon County ARES staff, under the guidance of Alan Torledsky, W1ABT, has been working diligently
to revise the Leon County ARES Emergency Event Communications Plan. The plan provides detailed
information about what amateurs should do in an emergency situation. As soon as the plan is finalized, it
will be distributed to all area radio amateurs.

July’s Speaker • Nick Simoncini, KI4FTK

Florida Interoperability
The speaker for the July meeting was Nick Simoncini, KI4FTK.
Nick was formerly employed for the State of Florida Emergency
Management, handling one of the EDICS deployable interoperable
communications gateway units.
Nick is Statewide Interoperability Coordinator, Florida Division of Emergency Management. He played an
awareness video produced by the state that described how the system operated and what its impact meant
to Florida’s emergency service agencies such as police, fire, and the National Guard – and ultimately to the
safety of the public.
More information can be found at: www.floridadisaster.org
The meeting was held on July 5th at 7 pm at the St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church, Fellowship Hall, 3413 Old
Bainbridge Road.

The Lunch Bunch
Every Friday about 11:30 a.m., the parking lot
of the Golden Corral on Monroe Street fills with
antennas of all sorts!
Many members of TARS and even non-members
get together for lunch to partake in the buffet and
lively conversation about Amateur Radio and any
other topic that might come up.
Frequently
someone will bring a new HT that they are having
trouble programming.
A number of local amateurs are unable to attend the monthly meetings, so the luncheons are their contact
with other club members. Others attend both the luncheons and the regular meetings.
Although no business is conducted, the presidency attends many luncheons so that members can enjoy
and opportunity to discuss items of interest.
Everyone is welcome!

Topics of Interest
Have an idea you would like to share with your fellow hams? Interested in one of the new exotic digital modes and
would like to get others interested in it too? Found a blog somewhere that you think others would find interesting?
Members are encouraged to submit items of interest for publication. Items should be brief and may be edited for
spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. The President and Newsletter Editor reserve the right to determine which items
will be included in the Newsletter. The deadline for publication is the 15th of the month.
Pictures, too. If you have taken pictures at an event and would like to submit them for possible inclusion in the
newsletter, forward them to the Newsletter Editor or to the President. Please send action shots, if possible, and try to
avoid pictures of the backs of people’s heads.

TARS / ARRL Field Day 2012
Our Field Day this year was an improvement over years
prior and a great success!
Field Day in 2012, on June 23rd-24th (Always held the Fourth
Weekend in June) took place at the adjacent open property of
St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal, in Tallahassee, FL.
This was the second and last year for the event at this location
as St. Francis will be sadly closing down. TARS is so very
grateful for the gracious use of their facilities. Saturday was a
beautiful day, and was overcast from the afternoon on out as
tropical cyclone Debby was looming in the Gulf.
We had nearly 70 attendees from young to old and even our good friend Junior KG4ITD graced us with his
presence. This year we were a 2A station (NFL) With air-conditioned RV's set up for CW, Phone, UHF/VHF
as well as ground stations for Satellite, GOTA (Get On The Air), and yes - Solar!
The meals were great with food provided by Norm K4GFD and by SUBWAY. There was a test session
where three new prospective hams passed their Technician, and one got his Extra. The morning was quite
eventful!
We had an antenna class put on for education
points where three directional antennas were
built from scratch. Soldering and antenna
theory was also taught of course.
The antennas were promptly employed in a
fox-hunt (direction finding) where several
attendees throughout the day tried their luck at
finding a hidden transmitter.
A ham license was not required for the fox-hunt
and valuable search and rescue skills were
taught.
The RV's were installed the night before and
the station captains stayed the night prior. The
TARS trailer was retro-fitted throughout the
morning with the emergency communications equipment previously set up in our last vehicle. Now, during
an event, there is room for up to three-plus stations to operate in the field, including adequate shelter.

The priority for the morning was installation of the
many antennas we were to use. The CW station had
an end-fed dipole and a loop, there was a dipole for
the digital (PSK) station, a beam for the VHF/UHF
station, a Carolina Windom for the phone station, and
the verticals and special log-periodics for the satellite,
a solar special stations, and also a dipole for the
GOTA station.
In fact, there were additional antennas for other popup stations like the 2m installation.
A team-effort was instrumental in installing this homebrew 6m, three-element cubic-quad. It used three sets
of surplus military camouflage support-sections
donated from different hams.
Ivan W4FWL brought a whopper of a cubic-quad this year, custom made from PVC pipe sections and
stranded copper wire. Unfortunately, there were very few 6m contacts this year - due to the magic
propagation, or lack thereof that was to be expected. The antenna, once installed read an SWR of 1:1. Way
to go Ivan! It was a good exercise for the type of deployment we might see during a disaster. The 6m
station, regardless of long-distance propagation would have superior operation for regional coverage during
an emergency event.
We, however, did manage to make a lot of
often rare satellite contacts!

Tom Brooks, K4TB (shown here) with his
custom, motorized-tracked dual-polarized
satellite station antenna.
There were at least three stations on the grounds that
did not include the main contest stations, which gave
ample opportunity for visitors to get on the air.
The many visitors to the stations were impressed, and
were graced by a few higher-up’s with the state and
county EOC's.
We had good number of hams show up bright and
early to help with the set-up, as well as tireless help
from a few new prospective hams that didn't even have
their tickets yet.

Junior, KG4ITD (seated in middle) lives in
a nearby county and is often at the ready
to provide friendly correspondence to
anyone that gets on the air.
The ARRL 2012 Field Day contest was
underway at 2pm and would last at least
24 more hours!
This year TARS under the call of K4TLH
would break our record for the past few
years. Conditions were great on 20m and
later for 40m, but 6m seemed to be left out
this year.
3am... still going. Smoke and sparks!!!
Norm's 15kw generator threw a rod! Oil on
the ground and the CW and digital stations
were out of commission. We had already
passed our record, so no big deal.
It was better for the generator to die at a fun event like Field Day than in the throes of a real emergency.
Sunday (though non-eventful) rolled in with an
oncoming tropical storm! Fortunately for us,
Debby has turned a hard right for Tampa, but
some limbs were knocked down at the site,
and under the circumstances, the news crew
which considered to film our activities had to
focus on the flooding and damage in the
adjacent coastal counties. The contacts
continued to roll in and a few more hams got
to get on the air to try their craft at contesting.
For me (Mike, K4ICY) as the TARS Field Day
coordinator and chairman, I can say that this
year's event was indeed a success for our
club.
(The contest-paced speeds of these seasoned
CW operators.. a site to behold!)

I can only give special thanks to the network of
charitable individuals whom gave their time,
skills, and much money to assist in the effort.

My work really stopped the day before the event as this was really an equal-opportunity party for all the club
members and hams in our area.
I have no doubt that if a hurricane of great magnitude were to strike, or some other God-forsaken calamity
were to place the Red Cross, the Sheriff's department or any of our other of our served agencies in
communications risk, TARS and our Capital Area ARES would be ready and well-equipped!
See you at next year’s Field Day!
73, DE Mike Maynard K4ICY - TARS 2012 Field Day Coordinator/Chairman

Local Nets
North Florida Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Net
Capital District EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club • Thursday Night Net

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club
Jefferson County Net
SKYWARN NET (See below)

Daily • 9:00 AM
except Sunday, 3950 kHz
Sunday • 7:30 PM
147.030 MHz K4TLH
Sunday • 8 PM
147.030 MHz K4TLH
Daily • 6:55 AM
3940 kHz
Daily • Noon
7242 kHz
Daily • 2330 UTC
3950 kHz
8 PM EST • Thursday night
147.195 repeater, (+ offset) 141.3
PL
Monday • 8:00 PM
145.450 MHz, 94.8 PL
Monday • 8:00 PM
WX4JEF, 145.43 MHz, 94.8 PL
First Sunday • 7:30 PMS
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • The first Sunday of every month, we have three special ARES/SKYWARN nets. One on 75 meters, on or
near 3810 KHz (+/-) at 1930 hours EST. After check-in on this initial frequency, operator attempt to check in as the net
moves to around 7245 KHz (+/-), and picks up the round table there.
At 2000 hours EST, the regular weekly Capital District ARES net meets on 147.030 MHz, and we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee. During the first portion of this net, one of the staff
meteorologists joins us on the air and provides a retrospective of the previous month's weather patterns, a brief
forecast of what we might expect for the coming month, and also takes specific questions from stations who have
checked in to the net. Please join us for these very informative ARES/SKYWARN nets - the first Sunday of every
month.

Our Neighbors
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC)
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Plaza Restaurant in downtown
Thomasville.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net - 8pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with 141.3 tone

South West GA ARES Net - 9pm every Thursday night, 147.195 Repeater, + offset, 141.3 tone.
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:30 pm

Jefferson County
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 repeater; PL 94.8.

The TARS Trading Post
Equipment Available to TARS
MFJ 989 roller-inductor antenna tuner
MFJ 259 antenna analyzer
MFJ 949C VersaTuner II Antenna Tuner
Heathkit SB-220 80-10 meter HF amplifier, operating condition is unknown. Steve,
AD4E suggests the following two options for this piece of equipment:
1. a member with appropriate background give this amplifier a good check to confirm
its status; or
2. the amplifier be sold as-is on eBay (or similar) with the proceeds going to the club’s
treasury.
If someone has a better suggestion/idea, please share them with the club & e-mail
to ad4e@arrl.net”

Assisting Other Amateurs: Towers, Equipment Maintenance
As of right now I can still climb towers which is a real good asset that I have. Assisting other amateurs with
installing equipment and antennas. Being able to maintain the equipment with proper test equipment and be
able to put up antennas upon request. Carry a F.C.C. radiotelephone operator’s license and degree in
electronics technology out the University of Alaska Anchorage.
Michael Williams, AL1A, al1amdw@gmail.com
Phone: 850-727-1539

Workman 146/440 Base Antenna
I have a new in the package Wall Mount 3-3/4'' (fits up to 1-1/2'' mast).
I have 100' of JT2008 (Jet Stream) RG8/U PL259 on each end and a Dual Band Workman 6dB/8dB
146/440 base antenna. All these items are new and still in original packing. They have never been used.
I'll take $120.00 for everything OBO. Joshua Gilmore, jcgilmore10@gmail.com
If you have personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell or need, we will publish short
requests in the newsletter, subject to editorial review. Please send your requests to the newsletter
editor at TallyAmateurRadio@gGmail.com by the 15th of the month.

Disclaimer
The Printed Circuit is not representative of the views
or opinions of the whole organization, and such views
and opinions expressed herein are of the individual
author(s).

Updates of Information
If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this
newsletter such as information about Our Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please
forward that information to us at TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com for inclusion in future
newsletters.

E-mail Addresses

Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com .
Also notify us if you do not wish to continue to receive the newsletter.

Minutes of the Previous TARS Meeting
For June 7, 2012
7:00 PM - Introduction of Guests
The following guests introduced themselves: Paul Stewart, Christopher Welch (KK4GVV), son of Steve Welch (AD4E)
and Lou Hahn (W3KVH/HS0ZJL),
7:10 PM Program Summary - Dr. Brian Kopp KC5LPA provided a lecture on positive train control.
8:25 PM - Break & The “50/50”
8:40 PM - TARS Reports
April Minutes - Minutes from the previous month accepted upon motion by David Minor and seconded by Chief
Fuslier.
Treasurers Report As of April 15, 2012 $2,374 in the TARS account, expenses of $ $728 and receipts of $524 for a balance of $2,170.
Moved that the minutes be accepted by David Minor and seconded by Chief Fuslier.
Education - Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing - Testing scheduled for Saturday of Field Day at 11:00 AM. Alan Terrell N4KGT
Repeaters - Randy Pierce AG4UU reports that all 3 repeaters working properly.
Equipment - The TARS Heath SB 220 is to be sold with proceeds to TARS revenue fund.
8:50 PM - Open Discussion
Stan Zawronty and Mike Maynard discussed preparations for this year’s Field Day. Fox hunt for TARS members to
start at 9:00 PM with the building of antennas and a fox hunt scheduled on premises of church for the afternoon.
Funds were authorized for expenditures up to $400.00 (motion by David Minor and seconded by Chief Fuslier).
It was reported that the TARS Facebook has had 73 visitors.
TARS has been requested to provide CW expertise at the Museum of Natural History.
9:00 PM - New Business Members present voted unanimously to accept the following as new members: Nathan Hardin KI4SOY, Allen Scott
WD4KRS, Nick Simoncini KI4FTK.
David Minor moved and Chief Fusilier seconded the motion to suspend order of business to vote on slate of officers.
The following slate was offered by the nominating committee for a vote:
President - Dan Moniz, KI4HGO
VP Programs - Mike Maynard, K4ICY
Treasurer - Nick Adams, W4EAF
Secretary - Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ
The slate was accepted by unanimous vote of TARS members present.
9:22 PM - Motion to adjourn.

TARS Treasurer’s Report
As of July 5, 2012

Beginning balance May 15, 2012
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

$ 380.18
1790.41
$2170.59

Summary of month’s activities:
Total receipts for the month
Total Expenses for the month

$53.75
$64.50

Receipts derived from the following:
$ 15.00 50/50 from June meeting
38.75 Member Dues
$ 53.75 Total
Expenditures:
$ 29.50 Talquin Electric for Bethel Rd Tower, 5-8-12 billing
35.00 Shipping expense for Midland Transceiver
$ 64.50 Total
Outstanding Expenses:
None
Ending Balances on June 15, 2012:
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total

$ 369.43
1790.41
$2159.84

3 Members renewed or joined since last report.
3 Individuals
0 Family members
0 Students
Dues for individuals, as well as family members, renewing for the rest of the year is $7.50. Membership fee
for new members joining in June is $8.75..

The Amateur's Code
written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928

The Radio Amateur is...
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the
American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is
represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Progressive with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and
operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the
beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interest of others.
These are the hallmarks of the amateur service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school, church
or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

Repeaters
Location

County

Call
Sign

Emergency
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

Greensboro

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

CTCSS
Encode

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

K4WAK

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

400

Gadsden

K4GFD

Unk

147.39+

94.8

Unk

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285+

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

P-25

Aux or Remote Site

State

Antenna
Height

600

Statewide links with:
Lake City 444.9 / 110.9
Yulee 442.9 / 127.3
Jacksonville xxx.x /
Madison 444.3 / 94.8
Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

275

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.0

94.8

TMH
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.45 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.00

94.8

300

Reno

Georgia

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

Host of Echolink Node
#3950

The Repeater list is now available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).

575

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.

You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is
all that is required.
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year
($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues become $7.50. After September,
they drop to $5.00.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127,
Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format.
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization.

