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THE 2013 
FIELD DAY REPORT 

Was it Fun?  You’d know if you had gone. 
Read how it all went down!   See Page 4… 

 

BIG BEND QSO PARTY 
Ready to Dance? You’re Invited!   See Page 11…  

 
 

July’s Meeting - Thursday, July 11th, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
Please join us at the American Red Cross facility located at 1115 Easterwood Drive.  Page 3… 

 
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p.m. 

on the first Thursday of every month. 
 

Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8) 
 

 

Upcoming Events   See the K4TLH.net Calendar for more information 

 
July 
 
Jul 11 *NOTE!* 
(2

nd
 Thursday) 

- TARS Meeting  - 

  
 
Jul 13 (Saturday) 
Big Bend QSO Party 
 

August 
 
Aug 1 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting  - 
Aug 6 (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
 

September 
 
Sep 5 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting  - 
 
 

 

 

CONTENTS: 
 

President’s Message 

 

The Meeting 

TESTING! 

Lunch Bunch 

 

Field Day Report 

Big Bend QSO Party! 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report 

New Officers 

Trading Post 

 

Field Day Publicity 

 

The Day of Spark 

Motorola’s Genesis 

 

Scout Jamboree 

 

Dominica DX-pedition 

 

Leon County ARES 

Utilities QRM 

 

Newsletter Resources 

Regional Clubs 

 

Morse Code Practice 

 

Repeaters 

Nets 

DX / Contests 

 

Amateur’s Code 

TARS Renewal Form 

 

  
 

2 

 

3 

3 

3 

 

4 

11 

 

12 

13 

14 

14 

   

15 

 

16 

18 

 

20 

 

22 

 

23  

23 

 

24  

25 

  

26 

 

27 

28 

29 

 

31 

32 

 

 



 

TALLAHASSEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  SOCIETY     THE  PRINTED  CIRCUIT     JULY  2013 2 

 

From the President     52 Years of Ham Radio 

 

       After the June meeting, Mike, K4ICY, let me know that I would be writing an article for each issue of the 

Newsletter.  First thought was oh no! Then, OK I can do this.   

       What better way to start than to introduce myself to you - the members.  I have only been living in 

Tallahassee for three years and been a member of TARS for the last two and a half; attending the meetings, 

going to the Friday lunches, attending activities and getting to know quite a few members.  

       My interest in Amateur Radio goes back to 1957 and to the ninth grade at a junior high school in Los 

Angeles, CA.  A teacher gave a talk about amateur radio, the fun of building your own radios, and contacting 

other hams, both in the US and around the world, I was hooked and started learning the code, radio theory and 

the FCC rules.  Then, towards the end of the school year my parents announced we were moving.  Any 

thoughts of the becoming a ham ended.  Three years later, while a senior at Covina High School I met some 

hams and my interest in radio was rekindled.   

       I received my Novice license on February 14, 1961 as WV6POZ, built a 75 watt crystal controlled CW 

transmitter, obtained a Hallicrafters SX-38E receiver and got on the air.  Before the end of my first year I had 

updated my license to General and became WA6POZ, a call that I have held for the past 52 years.  

       I will continue with my own history as a ham in coming issues.  In the last 50 years I have belonged to 

many local amateur radio clubs in California, Iowa and Nebraska and in many of those clubs I served on 

various committees or on the Boards.  I am a Life member of both the ARRL and 10-10 International Net, Inc., 

and currently on the Board as a Director of the Quarter Century Wireless Association. 

       Being only a TARS member for the last few years I am sure that I don’t know the “TARS way” of doing 

things or even know the names of a majority of members.  Please don’t hold this against me.  I am sure that as 

year progresses both of my shortcoming will go away. 

       I plan on holding Board meetings, which will be announced and open.  I am a goal oriented individual and 

working with the Board I hope to define several that with the approval of the membership we all can work 

towards.  Several weeks ago, assuming I would be elected, I asked ‘Chief,’ KA5USN to be my Activities Chair.  

This position I defined as an individual working with others to accomplish some of these goals.  At the June 

meeting ‘Chief’ announced that TARS has already secured a place for the December Holiday Party and made 

contact with the Mag Lab about TARS participation in next year’s open house.  I am holding back on some of 

my other ideas until I first meet with the Board.  Stay tuned, have great summer, stay away from hurricanes 

and see you in July.  

 

73’s,  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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The Meeting    May’s TARS Business Meeting 

 

   Join us Thursday, July 11
th

 - at 7:00 PM at the Capital Area Chapter facility of the American Red Cross. There is no 

official speaker for this meeting, but let us treat you to a recap of the TARS Field Day along with that special sardonic 

banter only TARS members can provide!  It would be a great time to through in a few suggestions for next year.  

 

 

 

The Tallahassee +ARC+ is located on 

1115 Easterwood Drive (off of Capital 

Circle NE, just south of Hwy 90) between 

the animal shelter and the new ‘911’ 

county dispatch center, in the vicinity of 

Tom Brown Park and the National Guard 

Armory. 

 

   Bring your friends and family. The TARS meetings are welcome to hams and non-hams alike.  Interested in ham radio 

and wish to find out more?  Be our guests and let us tell you all about our hobby. 

“Talk-in” is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8).      Look forward to seeing you there! 

 

TESTING!  TESTING!  TESTING!   Get Licensed – Get Upgraded 

 
 

 
TARS – ARRL: 

The next TARS license exam session will be held Tuesday, August 6
th 

at The American Red 

Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 7:00 

pm. Bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check. 

 

 

TARC – W5YI Group: 

Offering testing once a month on the third Saturday of each month (July 18
th

) 

at the Thomas County EOC  located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA. 

The cost is $14 and two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to 

process. Test sessions may require forward notice to keep the VEs from making unnecessary 

trips, please contact Mike Brown, KE4FGF at ke4fgf@arrl.net or phone 229-226-5060 for 

scheduling.  For more information please visit:  http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ve-team/  

  
    

The Lunch Bunch    What about that ‘other’ meeting?  

 

        Join us Fridays, about 11:30 a.m., at the Golden Corral on N. Monroe Street for lunch!  The Lunch 

Bunch gathering on Fridays is a grand opportunity, not only for folks to meet and greet each other, but to 

discuss topics of interest that can’t really be done in the club setting – the Lunch Bunch is waiting for you!  

A club away from the club, this is sometimes the only chance some hams get to make that “eye ball” 

contact when they’re not able to make the TARS meetings.  Invite your friends and family to join in and 

please think of the hams with special needs that would also enjoy the good company of other hams. 

Providing a little transportation maybe all that’s needed.  Here’s your chance to get that HT programmed!  

Come and grab one of those orange plates!  Heck… grab two!   Just look for all the antennas outside.  

Look forward to seeing you all there! 
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      THE 2013 TARS/ARRL FIELD DAY REPORT 

Please note:  Contest numerical totals to be made available soon... 

 

       For those that paid a visit to the 2013 TARS/ARRL Field Day out at Chapel Hill 

Baptist Church, it was sure to be an experience soon not forgotten.  TARS is 

especially grateful to Chapel Hill, for their kind invitation and gracious use of their 

facilities.  Setup began quietly Friday, the 21st, as the FDLE’s Nick Simoncini, 

KI4FTK, and Joseph Humphries of the City of Tallahassee Communications service, 

in charge of Region 2 EDICS communications,  brought in some of the big guns;   

including  a  stormproof   crank-up  tower   used  for   large-scale  Fire  Department 

interoperability along 
with two very nice 
generators that would 
provide glitch-free 
electricity during the 
event, and also a 
special item that 
would require 
security clearance for 
me to mention here.  
Special thanks go to 
their donation of our 
fuel requirements for 
the two days of solid 
operation. 

 

 

       Saturday morning, June 23rd, 2013 began with early commotion as participants 

started arriving to find Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, on television.  WCTV-Channel 6's 

Good Morning Show provided a multi-county podium for this year’s TARS's event 

and Stan briefly explained Amateur Radio's role as a backup provider of crucial 

communications when disaster strikes. He did an excellent job and soon would be on 

his way back to the site where his RV was slated for use as the Phone Station. 

 

       The fun activity of 'raising the mast' soon commenced as Ivan Cook, W4FWL, 

crowned the top of a million-dollar emergency repeater platform with a fifty dollar 

homebrew special – 6m cubi-quad constructed from PVC pipe and wire.  Ivan's 

antenna creations, of course, actually perform at the 'million-dollar' level! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                   Donut Eating – A long cherished Field Day tradition. 

 

       By 9 a.m., many hams began to alight upon the ‘field’ to join in on the activities.  

Like movie stars and politicians, the best and brightest of ham radio society are often 

attracted to a Field Day event, and once again, our presence was graced by the 

famous and well-loved Junior Lolley, KG4ITD, along with his friend Cathy.  Surely 

this meant good things about the event to come.  

        As station setup commenced it was time for VE testing to begin; would we have 



 

TALLAHASSEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  SOCIETY     THE  PRINTED  CIRCUIT     JULY  2013 5 

 

new graduates? Yes; five would take the test, two earning their Techs and three 

upgrading to General!  For those that earned licenses at a Field Day test, their 

advancement in the hobby must surely be more memorable.  It was time to hoist 

antennas into whatever Mother Nature gave us as antenna supports.  Our hams 

were ready with at least three pneumatic "antenna launchers" on site. Norm Scholer, 

K4GFD's RV would host the digital station, manned by Nirmal Singh, KE4URL, and 

the UHF/VHF station with the 6 meter magic-band man himself, Ivan Cook.  The CW 

station deployed at least three ladder-line fed dipoles for various bands, and a 

particular newcomer, Michael Williams, AL1A, was ready and willing to climb 

anything for us to put them up… liability prevented him from doing so.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Day - Training Our Amateur Army of Tomorrow! 

 
And Donuts provide the fuel! 

 

       Throughout the 

morning, many welcome 

faces of wayward souls 

would appear like 

apparitions  from   across 

 

the field.  A long-lived fellow with a cane came up to announce his renewed 

interest in the hobby. It so turned out he was the second ham to be licensed 

in Tallahassee!  Certain folks emerged that were only once heard on the air 

in dits-and-dahs and a sparse QSO,   but here they were to make that eye- 

 

ball QSO.  Not only were there the familiar Field Day participants dropping in like distant relatives, but a few long-lost cousins of the 

airwaves, not seen in many a year.  There were also many newcomers to the hobby experiencing Field Day for the first time, some 

barely licensed, and TARS would be there to give them a taste of what Amateur Radio was about.  

 

       The GOTA (or Get On The Air) 
station, coached by Phil Ashler, 
N4IPH, would be host to many 
newcomer willing to see for 
themselves “what was out there”.  This 
was a memorable exercise for many 
new hams and not-yet-hams alike, 
especially children as a seasoned 
coach taught them the basics of 
making contacts over an HF (High 
Frequency) transceiver.  Certificates 
for making that “first contact” were 
awarded and sure to be just the start 
of great “wallpaper” collection of these 
many soon to be hams. 
 
The GOTA station – Building Experience!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Lunch would soon be served - by the foot!  The local Subway

®
 restaurant was ready to please with a gigantic six-foot monster and 

all the trimmings... eventually to be reduced to crumbs. 
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       The first part of any Field Day is a warm and welcoming time, perhaps the most important.  This ‘radio club’ event serves more than 

just to provide an example of emergency preparedness and radio craft, and more than just a contest to garner some obscure stat in the 

back of a future QST magazine edition; this is the ‘reunion’, a holiday of sorts where the "radio family" gets together.  This is where the 

more important mode of ham radio communication takes place - the face to face "eyeball QSO."  If it takes all day to hoist and antenna, 

then so be it.  If it appears that there seems to be too many hams standing around doing absolutely nothing, then the more the merrier.  

These particular chores of setting-up serve to provide that rare chat-time and one-on-one meeting space that makes the hobby a 

worthwhile thing to be associated with. 

 

        It was now time for the 

official "educational" segment 

of the TARS Field Day, since 

the antennas were in order 

and there was very little 

soldering to do, why not coach 

a few folks on the finer points 

of making that Field Day 

contest contact.  Stan 

Zawrotny, K4SBZ, would host 

a quick primer on operating 

technique as over a dozen 

folks packed into his RV.  The 

instruction was ‘old news’ for 

many, but we had the new 

faces to consider. 

 

 

       Now that we’ve had the 

pep-talk, let’s 'get to business'.  

It was 2 p.m. and now time for 

“K4TLH”, TARS’ operational 

"2A" class Field Day station to 

run only emergency power 

making contacts in a 24-hour 

long-haul contest sprint.  No 

doubt, Ivan, W4FWL, was in full 

swing hunting the "magic band" 

for a little magic, and he was off 

to a slow start.  But the CW 

station, headed by Ted Zateslo, 

W1XO, would soon be drawn 

into their famous 'Zen-like' CW-

trance and just a handful of 

operators would trade off 

through the night melodically 

sending high-speed Morse 

Code.  The TARS trailer, an old 

FEMA shelter, would be their 

home for the next day, and 

though it needs a lot of work, 

proved to do an adequate job 

with its slightly austere 

accommodations.  The 

operators that worked CW really 

did and exemplary job, even as 

code-proficient operators on site 

were hard if not impossible to 

find. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Henry Freedenberg, N5HF, and Michael Williams, AL1A, show mastery over – The Original Digital Mode. 
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        Someone sneered 

at the idea of Stan 

giving an instructional 

session, but this proved 

later to be fruitful.  

Earlier in the day a 

newcomer, even being 

late to the VE testing 

session, passed the 

Tech making him a 

brand new ham!  It was 

nice to the VE team to 

oblige him.  This new 

ham and lad of only 20 

years, under the 3
rd

-

party auspice of a 

watchful Phone station 

captain, Stan, K4SBZ, 

started off a little rocky, 

but soon would go on to 

ring in contacts with 

military precision in a 

sprint lasting over an 

hour! 

 
Andrew Lau, KK4QDP (left) 
Nils Bjerén, KK4SIG (right) 
 
Destined for bright futures 
in Amateur Radio! 

 

       As the hours counted by, many 

folks would meander from one 

station to another to visit, and 

operators from the new to the 

seasoned would take turns 

awkwardly spinning the dial to make 

and log Field Day contacts: “CQ CQ 

CQ Field Day, This is Kilo Four 

Tango Lima Hotel”.  During all this 

excitement, Nick Adams, W4EAF, 

and Norm, K4GFD, prepared the 

Field Day feast.  What better way to 

conquer the contesting appetite but 

with grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 

along with the fixings?  It was a 

welcome break for some and 

another opportunity to sit and chat.  

Field Days are often known for their 

ample cuisine and this meal was 

sure not to disappoint. 

 
Would you look at that!  Well, I’m getting’ 

hungry just writing this… 

I think I’ll go take lunch.  (1 hr) …OK! 

 

Nick Adams, W4EAF, makin’ smoke! 
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       As the Sun set, the largest 

'super' moon seen in years 

would soon be there to light our 

field, and luckily for us, we were 

not visited by any stormy 

weather as promised.  This is 

when the field day event gets 

serious; many of our good 

friends were on their ways home 

after a wonderful day and the 

dedicated "contesters" would 

remain to pull in the hours 

required to bring up the point 

totals.  Though, not an official 

contest by ARRL mandate, 

there are still bragging rights by 

the some of the odd 3,500 clubs 

and 40,000 hams (last year's 

numbers) sure to be clamored 

for. 
 
A relaxed Brady operates with style! 

 

      The Phone station was where the new 

hams congregated.  Though, for some 

technical reason, our Carolina Windom was 

only working on the 20 meter band, but there 

were still a lot of possibilities.  We had a few 

new faces to take their turn in the hot-seat; 

some college kids, and other younger folks 

including the legendary likes of Natalie 

Binder, KI4WWJ, a contesting dynamo for 

TARS Field Days of years past, whom would 

pull in hundreds of contacts in one sitting.  

YL’s have a special advantage it seems on 

the Field Day stage, but I think it was her 

custom sultry-toned phonetics including “Kilo 

Four Take a Lady Home” that was her secret 

weapon.  There were many familiar faces that 

would wonder in and out of the Phone station 

RV just to check things out - and this went on 

well past 3 a.m.! 
 

No weak-kneed “Search & Pounce” here – 
Natalie is definitely “Running” this operation! 

 

 

       The overall spirit in there was quite jovial with a rare humor only the oxygen or sleep deprived could conjure!  What better 

atmosphere was there to bring in the contacts?  The 20 meter band was absolutely hot that evening and TARS this year was not 

satisfied to just "search and pounce".  With clockwork precision our operators picked an opening and claimed it bringing in one distant 

locale after another.  Even as the early morning settled in and the Chuck, AI4KA's began to lurk mischievously and vampire-like in the 

moon-lit Field Day light, contacts were still being made, though sparse. 

       The morning Sun would arise preceded by 'gray-line' propagation, and activity would soon pick up.  The long-faced figures that 

stuck it out through the night were riding on caffeine little sleep, with only the occasional 'cat nap', but it was time to own the ionosphere 

again.  There were fewer operators remaining to run the distance but their efforts would soon be rewarded by.... oh no, it's the local 

newspaper! That's right, photographers and reporters were on site to interview the remaining weary-eyed participants that stuck it 

through without sleep (or a shower.)  To those that picked up a copy of the Monday's Tallahassee Democrat (June 24
th
,) the sight of 

TARS covering most of page 3A was a welcome one! 
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OH NO!  Chuck, WAKE UP!   Without its 128oz Big Glug, the powerless AI4KA is left to fall 
asleep at the wheel. (cars added for effect)  He did actually make some pre-dawn contacts. 

       Sometime during the morning, it had to 

happen... as if to haunt us year by year, 

Murphy’s Law crept in and the network that 

allowed our logging computers to run and 

tabulated the results would be down for the 

count - again!  There was much consternation 

out in the field and it was probably decided that 

next year's Field Day would see more robust 

and independent logging systems housed 

within each station.  This brings to light the 

time and time again manifestation of a Field 

Day dark-side; all too easy, in the heat of 

battle, something goes wrong and someone is 

left to without means to use their station.  Or 

perhaps some accommodation is less than 

favorable. But at one time or another that old 

spirit of contention creeps in and someone is 

now angry at someone else.  You have several 

camps of thought attached to Field Day:  one 

believes that this is "our" (ham's) event and a 

getaway if you will, where we find comfort and 

are rewarded with a pleasant ham radio activity  

to indulge ourselves in.  Another camp sees this as a proving ground experience where bad things will happen and trouble be damned 

all in the name of emergency preparedness.  Both of these ideologies ring true and it’s all how you look at it – since this is not a 

personal DX-pedition, can you just enjoy the event simply for the sake of it?  On the same token, are you ready to transfer your Field 

Day experience to the 'real-world' when you may be called to serve? 

       Well, the logging PC was kaput, so we did the natural thing; we 

took out pen and paper.  Without the ability to flag for duplicates we 

had to rely upon the op we were talking to, but since we were most 

often "running" a frequency, the vast majority of our contacts by this 

point were unique.  Propagation on 20 meters was actually going 

“short” as well, which means, as the morning progressed we found 

ourselves getting more and more regional contacts.  Just a few of us 

were left to run the Phone station and with little to eat we plowed 

through the remaining hours of the Field Day contest.  The final two 

hours would prove to be greatly successful with a contact coming in 

near the end with a compliment for doing a great job running the 

pileup!  And that's what it was.  There was a fever-pitch collecting 

the many last contacts with persistent mechanical motion as page 

after page of notebook paper was filled with calls and locations.  It 

was only the sound of encroaching thunder with its sharp crackles 

induced over the receiver that brought things to a halt with only ten 

minutes left to spare.  But a good job was done by all stations, 

especially the UHF/VHF station who I heard brought in the numbers 

near the end as the band "magically" opened. The CW station, of 

course, pulled the weight of the entire contest with astounding 

numbers from an extremely dedicated and steadfast operation. 

 

       With another Field Day weekend under our belt, it was time for 

TARS to tear it all down.  There was a weary but calm satisfaction 

for a fun time had and job well done.  Sure there were mistakes and 

details that can be improved upon for next year, but in a way, the 

effect of this TARS Field Day will be long felt. 

 
‘It Runs In The Family”  Field Day again provides a conducive atmosphere 

for family fun.  (Father) Tom Brooks, K4TB, (and son) Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, 

enjoy the age-old tradition of hunting for “birds”… Satellites, that is. 

 

 



 

TALLAHASSEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  SOCIETY     THE  PRINTED  CIRCUIT     JULY  2013 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hams and Non-Hams – both experienced and not, join 

together at the GOTA station – The central hub of Field Day 

We may see a slight increase in activity in the coming year and TARS is sure 

to be blessed for our effort.  Even the ARES Net that same Sunday had a 

great showing.  As for me, Mike Maynard, K4ICY, Field Day coordinator, I 

saw this year's TARS Field Day as a great success!  We enjoyed great press 

as well as timely participation from our government friends.  Folks got to meet 

together, especially with fond acquaintances and a good time was had by all.  

After serving as Field Day chair since 2009, I've been blessed with so much 

as a direct result of my small efforts.  Perhaps someone new may step up 

next year to take the reins but I'm willing to continue on as needed. 

 

       Really - for this year’s Field Day, we should give special commendation 

to a few key individuals, for which by their efforts, our TARS Field Day would 

not have happened; Norm Scholer, K4GFD, and David Minor, W4SKG, for 

paying for our meals and providing much of the logistics support including the 

location.  Norm especially busted his hump to get us the TARS trailer, set up 

his RV and for his help in many areas. Also, Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, for his 

efforts as PIO to work with the press and for providing the Phone station.  

There's really no such thing as 'bad' publicity, they say, and TARS got a good 

dose of it this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

       Next year, with your help, I would like a few things to happen.  First, if all goes well, we should be able to have out Field Day at 

Tom Brown Park where we're sure to get more public exposure.  Second, let's add another Phone station!  With just one extra RV we 

can move to the “3A” class.  We should have the supply of operators to do it, but this will take just a little extra planning.  Let's get a little 

more support for the satellite crew and let’s pass a few messages to show how well we can do it.  Field Day has a lot of planning and it 

generally starts on the Field Day of the previous year, but it's worth it. 

 

Thanks to all that visited and put in the good effort!                                       73! Mike Maynard, K4ICY (Field Day Chair) k4icy@arrl.net  
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      The Big Bend QSO Party -  Join in on the fun Saturday, July 13! 

 

       The Big Bend QSO Party will be on Saturday July 13
th
, 2013 from 0930 to 1230 hours. 

       All amateurs in the Big Bend of Florida and South Georgia are invited to participate.  The objective of the party is to 

see how many stations you can contact in the Big Bend of Florida and South Georgia on one or more VHF/UHF frequency 

bands. 

The rules of the party are as follows: 

The contest time will run from 9:30 a.m. EST to 12:30 a.m. EST on Saturday morning, July 13th, 2013 

Bands used (with the calling frequency): 

• 10 meters (28.500 MHz) 

• 6 meters (52.525 MHz) 

• 2 meters (146.655 MHz) 

• 440 MHz (432.10 MHz) 

Information exchanged: 

Callsign, Location (QTH), 

  and Signal Strength. (R/S or 1x1) 

Locations should be by part of the county 

  you are located in, ie: “NW Leon”, or “North Wakulla” 

Points: 

• 10 meters - 2 points per contact 

• 6 meters - 2 points per contact 

• 2 meters - 1 point per contact 

• 440 Mhz - 2 points per contact 

Repeaters can ONLY be used to coordinate contacts - they do not count as contacts. 

 

logs with point totals should be submitted to Dave Davis, WA4WES, at davedavis1@embarqmail.com.  

The logs should include the stations contacted and have point totals per band with a grand total for all bands included.  

For analysis purposes it would be appreciated it you would note(*) the contacts which were the longest distance per band. 

  

A spiffy certificate will be awarded and presented at the August meeting of the TARS club, the club meeting of the 

winner's choice, or by mail. 

 

If you have questions, I’ll be on the Sunday night ARES net (K4TLH  147.030 MHz repeater at 8 p.m.) to answer them. 

I look forward to hearing you on July 13
th
! 

 

73, Dave Davis, WA4WES davedavis1@embarqmail.com.   
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Minutes    on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – June 6th, 2013 

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP – TARS Secretary 

 

The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on Thursday, June 6, 2013. 

CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m. 

Vice President Mike Maynard, K4ICY opened the meeting welcoming the 40 members in attendance.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:  Alex Lamers from the National Weather Service gave a presentation on hurricane 

season. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  Alex Lamers talked about the ingredients for a hurricane to occur, the dates of hurricane season and 

its peaks, climatology, a hurricane scale based on wind speed and another based on size, the biggest and smallest 

storms recorded, storm surge, this year’s forecast, hurricanes in past years, types of amateur reports and the specific 

kinds of information to pass along. Alex was also kind enough to answer numerous questions. The Q & A session lasted 

for about 35 minutes. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

• TESTING: 8 people tested. One person upgraded and there were several initial licenses earned. 

• REPEATERS: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, gave the repeater report. A P25 will be added at 147.000 (blairestone) site.

 Also, on June 29
th
 or July 13

th
 a working party is needed to help with  a 48 volt DC bus that will produce 

800 amps of standby power for the .03 and 442.100 machines.  

NEW MEMBERS: Wayne Gellimer, JK4REO, and John Rushing (license pending). 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Chief spoke about items being auctioned on behalf of the widow of TARS member Jim Moore (who 

recently passed). Randy acted as the auctioneer for the items and TARS members bid generously on the various items. 

$243 was collected. 

Nick Adams, W4EAF, talked about a recent occurrence in which a rare lightning event struck a house in Chattahoochee 

and traveled to a nearby by truck and out its tires, leaving marks in the concrete. Mike Maynard related another story 

involving lightning. 

Chief, KA5USN, announced that the TARS Christmas party will be held again at Longhorn Steak House. Also, the PIO at 

the Mag Lab has agreed to let the club set up a GOTA station at the Mag Lab open house. 

A Department of Health family preparation day was announced for June 7. 

BUSINESS: 

• FIELD DAY: Field Day was discussed briefly. The date was announced and various loose ends were discussed. 

• ELECTIONS: Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, unanimously elected as President.  Dan Moniz, KI4HGO, was elected 

unanimously as Vice President.  Nick Adams, W4EAF, was re-elected unanimously as Treasurer. Brady Lyon, 

KJ4YSP, elected unanimously as Secretary.  The new slate will take office, effective at the July 11 TARS 

meeting. 

 

Adjournment by 9:00 p.m.  
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TARS Treasurer’s Report    for June 2013 

Compiled by Nick Adams, W4EAF -  TARS Treasurer 

 

Beginning balance, June 18, 2013: 

 Checking Account:                      $  939.71   

 Savings Account:                          1091.10 

                 $2030.81 

 

Summary of month’s activities: 

          Total receipts for the month   $  15.00 

          Total Expenses for the month  $  28.45 

 

       

Receipts, derived from the following: 

          $  15.00 Member dues 

 $  15.00 Total   

 

Expenditures:  

 

Total  $ 29.22  Talquin Electric 

 

Outstanding Expenses: 

 None 

 

Ending Balances on June 18, 2013: 

   Checking Account:        $  939.71 

          Savings Account:             1091.10  

                            Total                    $2030.81 

 

         2 Members renewed or joined since last report. 

2 Individuals (Both new hams) 

0 Family memberships 

0 Students 
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TARS Officers    Enter – The New Regime!  

 

 

TARS held its annual election for officers at the June TARS meeting and the voting was unanimous. 

    
 
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 
President 
WA6POZ@arrl.net  

 
Dan Moniz, KI4HGO 
Vice President 
ki4hgo@arrl.net  

 
Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP 
Secretary 
brady.lyon@gmail.com  

 
Nick Adams, W4EAF 
Treasurer 
jnickwendy@bellsouth.net  

 

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions.  TARS appreciates you support! 

TARS Committees: 
 
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 

Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
      k4icy@arrl.net  
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH 

Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT 
Webmaster: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ  
Public Information Officer: Vacant 
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN 

 

 

The TARS Trading Post    Equipment and Services 

 

2-Meter vertical coaxial antenna, commercially made w/ 
coax $25 
2 - ten foot 1-1/2 inch aluminum masts 
$15 for both. 
Rotary Antenna Switch (coax) for 6 antennas $25 
Heath Cantenna KW dummy load $20 
Contact: Paul, W4HVD at 850-892-4309 

 

 

CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen printed, 

or applied in vinyl 

Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by Design    

Locally owned and operated. 

n4dog@comcast.net   Phone: (850)391-4967   

www.stitchingbydesign.net 

 Equipment Available for loan from TARS 
 
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or 
procuring TARS radio equipment, or have good and 
working equipment to donate to TARS - 
email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net  
 

      •  MFJ 259 antenna analyzer 

      •  MFJ 949C VersaTuner II Antenna Tuner 
 
 
 
 
If you have personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell 
or need, we will publish short requests in the newsletter, subject to 
editorial review.  Please send your requests to the newsletter editor 
(Mike Maynard K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net  by the 15th of the month. 
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      Field Day Needs More Visibility -  By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 

 

       There have been many discussions at TARS meetings and elsewhere about why we hold Field Days. One group 

wants to hold it somewhere where we will get a lot of public attention, whereas another proclaims that Field Day is for 

Hams… it’s their day for fun. I have to agree with both groups to varying extents. 

 

       On their website under “What is Field Day?” the ARRL says, “Field Day is a picnic, a campout, practice for 

emergencies, an informal contest and, most of all, FUN!” (their emphasis). However, they go on to say that it is an 

opportunity for Amateur Radio to demonstrate to organizations as well as to the general public how well they might serve 

in an emergency situation. They give us 500 points for holding our event in a public place; another 500 for sending out a 

press release, 500 each for inviting a served agency official and an elected official. We get an additional 500 points for a 

GOTA station which shows the public how we operate. That’s a total of 2,500 points for Public Relations. Actually, there 

are a few other smaller activities that we could have done to get a few more points. How many contacts (at one point per 

phone contact and 2 for CW) did we have to make to equal 2.500 points? TARS has never been a true contester for Field 

Day, but we all take pride when QST comes out with Field Day results and we check our standings each year. Those 

2,500 points make a significant difference in where we appear on that list. 

 

       But there are more important reasons for us to have positive public relations than just scoring some points in a 

contest. It is imperative that we create and maintain a positive image of our chosen hobby, Amateur Radio, for it to 

survive. I could go into the need to provide a good public image for local, state and federal government in order to protect 

our frequencies and other rights, but that has been done in the various magazines. More closely to home is the need to 

grow our ranks. If the public is unaware of what we enjoy, then how are we going to recruit new hams? A couple of years 

ago, TARS was described by someone as a group of “grumpy old men.” Do we want to remain as an old man’s club or do 

we want to recruit new, younger people into the hobby? Our club membership recently reached a low, but fortunately has 

started to grow slightly with the addition of several new hams. Right now, the club’s Youth Council languishes with no 

members. That is sad. What can we do to change that?  

 

       The GOTA station this year had 33 

contacts logged.  Those were new hams 

and non-hams that were introduced to our 

hobby and are potential hams of the future. 

That means growth for our hobby (and our 

club). In a more public location we could 

double that number. We need more publicity 

for our hobby, not hide out in some obscure 

park and play amongst ourselves. We need 

to let the public see us having fun and to 

encourage them to join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stan, K4SBZ   K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com 
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Hamified History    Reflecting On Our Great Amateur Radio Heritage 

 

SPARK!   By Art Marshall, W1FJI  (originally published May 1992) 

       The first thing I want to stress is that "SAFETY WAS NOT A MAJOR CONCERN" during the days of Spark, and some 

of the methods used were VERY DANGEROUS. Now that I have said that, let me move on. 

       There was a certain amount of excitement that was associated with Spark Gap transmitters.  Without getting into the 

theory or design of these Spark Gap Wireless transmitters, let me attempt to give you an over-view of their operation.  

       In their simplest form, some of the earliest models of “wireless” transmitters were designed by Guglielmo Marconi the 

young Italian inventor.  By the age of 21 he had studied many of the experiments of Maxwell and Hertz, and was 

convinced that it may be possible to transmit signals by electromagnetic waves.  After having performed many of the 

experiments of Maxwell, Dolbear, Hertz and others, Marconi decided that it was indeed possible to communicate by 

electromagnetic waves.  

       Some of the early wireless transmitters were powered by either low voltage storage batteries, or a D.C. dynamotor 

which would produce 5 to 30 volts D.C.  The low voltage was fed to one side of a telegraph key. As the telegraph key was 

depressed, and the circuit closed, current would flow into the primary side of an induction coil.  

       This would induce high voltage currents to flow in the secondary windings of the coil.  These high currents would 

charge the antenna, then discharge across the spark gap electrodes to ground.  This action would produce magnetic 

waves for each discharge across the Spark Gap electrodes.  At this point the antenna was connected to the induction coil 

by means of another coil with a moveable tap.  A broad-band wave would then be radiated from the antenna. 

       Another of the designs employed a low voltage A.C. source.  This low voltage A.C. was fed to the primary side of a 

transformer and when the telegraph key was depressed, it induced high voltage currents to flow in the secondary 

windings of the transformer.  The high voltage alternating currents at the secondary of the transformer could range from 

2,000 to 25,000 volts A.C.  These secondary high voltage currents were then fed into a tuned circuit, which was 

inductively coupled to the antenna.  

       The alternating currents in the secondary would alternate back and forth within closed oscillator circuit, which was 

made up of a coil, high voltage condenser (capacitor) and spark gap electrodes.  The high voltage currents would first 

charge and then discharge at a frequency twice that of the source voltage across the gap electrodes.  Next the currents 

were induced into the antenna through a transformer and then radiated.  

       Still another design would employ a Rotary Spark Gap, also known as a multiple spark system, which was motor 

driven.  On the shaft side of the rotary would be a rotating arm with two electrodes 180 degrees apart which would rotate 

like a wheel.  Around the outside of the two rotating electrodes were several fixed electrodes. As the rotary spun, and the 

telegraph key was depressed, the high voltage currents would discharge across the gaps of the rotary.  With each ‘make 

and break’ of the heavy copper contacts on the telegraph key, sparks would jump the gap of the electrodes.  The rest of 

the circuit would be somewhat the same as I have discussed above.  As you can imagine, the contacts of the telegraph 

key needed to be able to handle 16 to 18 amps!  Not only did the telegraph key have to employ heavy contacts, but the 

electrode gap contacts themselves would heat up due to the discharging of the stored energy.  

       The rotary that I used to own had heavy copper blocks on both the rotary wheel and its two stationary contacts.  I can 

also recall a visit to a Steam and Wireless Museum in South Rhode Island, where they had a working Spark Gap 

Transmitter.  I can remember the sounds that were made not only from the rotary but likewise the sparks that produced 

when the telegraph key was depressed, it was quite a sight.  

       The sounds of the rotary turning and the sparks jumping the air gaps could be heard all over.  In the early days of 

Amateur Radio these were common sounds.  The energy generated by this method was very powerful and obviously very 

dangerous.  These were the days when hams would experiment with various ways of generating radio waves, as well as 
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with various antenna configurations, and receiving apparatus.  The actual signal produced by this method was very crude 

sounding as these waves were produced by alternating currents.  

       Large coils had to be hand wound for use as transformers, oscillator and antenna coils.  Large knife switches were 

used to switch not only the power, but were also used to switch the antenna from the spark gap to the receiving 

apparatus, as well as antenna to ground.  The greatest distance they were able to transmit was commonly known to be 

about 100 miles.  

       Some might remember ‘pancake’ transmitter inductors and loose couplers that made up important parts in the then 

modem station. A typical station in 1916 might include a 1/2 kw transformer that supplied 14,000 volts, an eight section 

condenser and a Hy-Tone rotary gap. The receiver, or ‘Audion’, was used for reception with Crystaloi and Perikon 

detectors which served for most of the work.  Completing the Ham station might be a six wire curtain antenna 70 ft high.  

Although I’ve been calling this device an “antenna”, it was also known as an “aerial”.  Radio communications had come a 

long way from the early on experiments of Dolbear, Hertz, Maxwell, Marconi and others.  

       There are many articles on Dolbear, Maxwell, Hertz, Tesla, Marconi and others who have contributed, and of the very 

interesting experiments they had performed. Even today Amateur Radio is undergoing many changes. I’ve seen the 

change from CW and AM to SSB and DSB, from SSB, DIGITAL, DSP, CODE / NO CODE, AMATEUR SATELLITES and 

now to Ham Radio on the INTERNET.  

       Amateur Radio has always been associated with changes in the various forms of communications. Where do we go 

from here, your guess is as good as mine.  Wherever it is, you can bet that Amateur Radio (HAMS) will be there.  

 
 
This photo was taken in 1915 of my Uncle Tony at is station in New Bedford, Ma. 
 

       Although the Spark 
days were quite unique, 
Amateur Radio was moving 
forward. Like everything 
else, Spark was destined to 
give way to the next phase 
of Amateur Radio.  For 
some, the move would be 
an easy one, while for 
others the change from 
Spark would not come so 
easy.  
 
       The American Radio 
Relay League was founded 
by Hiram Percy Maxim and 
Clarence D. Tuska around 
June or July 1914.  
Amateur Radio was 
growing and it was now 
time for the hobby to move 
on and make its mark in 
the world.  Somewhere 
around 1920 through 1922 
Spark was ‘dead', and 
Amateur Radio was 
beginning its new era of 
AM and CW.  
 

       Some of the information for this article was researched from the ARRL, The Rhode Island Steam and Wireless 

Museum, as well as information on experiments by Dolbear, Marconi, Tesla and other sources I’ve gathered over the 

years. 
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(The following comment were added May 2013) 

       You can also go to YouTube and search for spark gap transmitters.  There you will find videos on both Synchronous 

and Non-synchronous type transmitters.  I was lucky enough to have had the chance to operate from the Marconi site on 

Cape Cod with K1VV, and others for the 75th anniversary of Marconi’s transmission.  That in itself was quite a thrill for 

me!   

Enjoy!  Art Marshall, W1FJI  w1fji55@centurylink.net 

 

 

Car Radios and the Birth of Motorola   Submitted by Randy Pierce, AG4UU  

       It seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. Here's the true story:  One evening, in 1929, two young 

men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River in 

the town of Quincy , Illinois, to watch  the sunset.  It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that 

it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car. 

       Lear and Wavering liked the idea.  Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as a radio operator in the U.S. 

Navy during the First World War) and it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work 

in a car but it wasn't as easy as it sounded - automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other 

electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the 

engine was running. 

       One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference.  When they finally got 

their car-based radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin 

Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a "battery eliminator", a device that allowed battery-powered radios 

to run on household A.C. current.  But as more homes were wired for electricity more radio manufacturers made A.C.-

powered radios.  Galvin needed a new product to manufacture and when he met Lear and Wavering at the radio 

convention, he found it.  

       Galvin believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge business.  Lear and 

Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in his Studebaker. Then 

Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan.  Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his men installed a radio in 

the banker's Packard.  Good idea, but it didn't work - Half an hour after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on 

fire!  Needless to say they didn't get the loan.  

       Galvin didn't give up.  He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 

Radio Manufacturers Association convention.  Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall 

and cranked up the radio's volume so that passing conventioneers could hear it.  The idea worked - Galvin got enough 

orders to put the radio into production. 

What's in a name? 

       That first production model was called the "5T71."  Galvin decided he needed to come up with something a little 

catchier and in those days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used the suffix "ola" to spice up their 

names - Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest.  Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his 

radio was intended for use in a motor-vehicle, he decided to call it the "Motorola".  But even with the name change, the 

radio still had problems. 

       When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car 

for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (If you take into account for inflation, a radio for a new car 
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would cost about $3,000 today!)  In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a car radio - the dashboard had to be 

taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the 

antenna.  These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the floorboard 

to accommodate them.  The installation manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of instructions! 

       Selling complicated car radios that cost 20% of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of 

times, let alone during the Great Depression.  Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled for a couple of years after that.  

But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-installed at the factory.  In 1934 they got another 

boost when Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich Tire Company to sell and install them in its chain of tire stores. By 

then the price of the radio, installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and running. 

The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947. 

       In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios.  In 1936, the same year that it introduced 

push-button tuning; it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to a single 

frequency to pick up police broadcasts. In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio - the "Handie-Talkie" for 

the U.S. Army. 

       A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the years that 

followed the Second World War In 1947 they came out with the first television that sold for under $200. In 1956 the 

company introduced the world's first pager and in 1969 it supplied the radio and television equipment that was used to 

televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon.  In 1973 Motorola invented the world's first handheld cellular phone.   

Today Motorola is one of the largest cellphone manufacturers in the world - And it all started with the car radio.   

       Whatever happened to the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William 

Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life.  Wavering stayed with Motorola.  In the 1950's he helped change the 

'automobile experience' again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and unreliable 

generators.  The invention lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and eventually air-conditioning.  Lear 

also continued inventing.  He holds more than 150 patents.  Remember eight-track tape players?  Lear invented that.  But 

what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation.  He invented radio direction finders for planes, 

aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft landing  system, and in 1963 introduced his 

most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy who 

dropped out of school after the eighth grade.) 

Sometimes it's fun to find out how some of the many things that we take for granted today actually came into being!   

...and It all started with a woman's suggestion!!! 

 

(post script)      As with any major invention through history, the process of discovery is often shared amongst 

unassociated (and often unknowing) participants and the facts are often left to ambiguity and legend – such as the case 

with the invention of radio itself, where school history courses would generalize the facts and pronounce Marconi as the 

“inventor of radio”.  Lesser account is often given to the likes of Tesla, Hertz and Dolbear.  The book: “Radio von Gestern” 

(German) gives a comprehensive account of the earlier origins of portable and automotive radio:  It appears that a Britain; 

Thomas-Houston displayed a two-tube portable at the 1920 London Radio Exhibition.  Even the renowned Lee DeForest 

demonstrated an automotive-based system at the 1904 World Exhibition.  You can read a synopsis of this book at: 

http://www.radiomuseum.org/forum/first_car_radios_history_and_development_of_early_car_radios.html 

It appears that many manufactures of mass-produced units came into existence during the 1920’s;  companies from 

Philco to Delco took to be the first.  But perhaps, from the facts found, Motorola (Galvin) may have been the first radio 

purpose-built to be a “car radio”.  There is no doubt that the contributions of Galvin, Lear and Wavering are priceless to 

our modern existence, so I only add these additional facts to give you a broader scope on the subject.  (.-ed, K4ICY) 
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     Scouting and Amateur Radio -  By Phil Ashler, N4IPH 

Are you ready for a Jamboree On The Air?  

       How many of you were ever or still involved with the Scouting Program?  If we asked that question at one of our 

monthly TARS meetings I’m sure that a large number of hands would be raised.  ‘Scouting’, which includes both the ‘Boy 

Scouts’ through the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and the ‘Girl’ Scouts was something many of us enjoyed first as 

children, and then as adult leaders to eventually having children of our own as Scouts.  Thinking back over the many 

years, I myself went through the ranks from ‘Cub’ Scout to ‘Boy’ Scout as we located from city to city.  We moved around 

about every two years as a Navy family to end up in Tallahassee where I became involved as both an adult and parent 

leader in both the Boy Scout and Girl Scout Programs, and did this for over 25 years.  Many of us personally give 

Scouting a good deal of credit for our own involvement in Amateur Radio which possibly lead to a rewarding position in 

the technical field.  A number of us have helped young Scouts earn their Electricity, Electronics and Radio Merit Badges 

and some of these Scouts went on to receive their Amateur License. 

        Jim Wilson, K5ND, has a very good article in the June 2013 issue 

of QST: ”Jammin’ and Hammin’ with the Scouts.” (page 71) He 

explores the many different ways that Amateur Radio has been a part 

been a part of the Scouting Program starting with the introduction of the Wireless Merit Badge in 1918.  The ARRL was a 

leading contributor in developing the requirements for this badge, including the design for the badge and the requirement 

pamphlet.  In 1922 the requirement for receiving the Wireless Merit Badge included being able to copy Morse Code at 10 

wpm!  Later in 1930 the requirement was reduced to 5 wpm and eventually dropped altogether in 1984.  In recent years, 

Jim mentions that ”Even though Scouting has dropped the Morse Code requirement for the Radio Merit Badge, a new 

‘Interpreter Strip’ was developed for carrying on a 5 minute conversation - copying a two minute message at 5 wpm and 

sending 25 characters also at 5 wpm.”   The interpreter strip designates the ability to be proficient in the ‘code’ language 

and being able to translate that language for others.  The strip spells out the word “M-O-R-S-E” in Morse Code.    I think 

we can all agree that Morse Code is a foreign  language  even  if  you  can  already  copy  it  at  a  high rate of speed. 

       There are two major events that tie Amateur Radio with the Scouting 

Programs on a worldwide basis.  The first is the JOTA (Jamboree On The Air) 

which is held during the third weekend in October.  This year it will be the 

weekend of October 19
th
 & 20

th
.  This is a golden chance for all Scouts to 

experience the excitement of Amateur Radio and have a chance to talk to other 

Scouts around the globe.  One of the first Amateur Radio stations to work with the 

National BSA organization was Walter Maxwell, W2DU, and the first ‘Scouting’ 

call-sign was K2BFW issued to the Boys’ Life-Amateur Radio Club first used at 

the Schiff Scout Reservation in New Jersey in 1952.  Walter began in the late 

1960’s to get the FCC to issue a special call-sign for the Boy Scouts and finally in 

1971, long before the vanity call-sign system, the FCC granted the call K2BSA to 

the BSA.  Today, K2BSA is a not-for-profit organization that promotes Amateur 

Radio and Scouting. You can check out their webpage at www.K2BSA.net.  When 

you go there check the History section and see copies of the original K2BFW ham 

license issued. 

 

 

       The second way Amateur Radio can be involved with the Scouting program is in connection to the National Scout 

Jamboree.  This year’s dates are July 15
th 

- 24
th 

and the event will be held in West Virginia where the permanent 

Jamboree facility is located.  K2BSA has been on the air at every Scout Jamboree since 1977 and K6BSA has been in 

operation since 1953 during the one of the Jamborees held in Irvine, California.  ICOM has been a major sponsor of the 

Scouting Jamboree for many years and plan to install 10 complete Amateur Radio stations at the new facility.  Scouts 

attending the Jamboree will have a chance to visit the demonstration stations and see several of the modes we use 

including traditional SSB voice as well as the ‘PSK31’ digital mode.  There will also be Merit Badge training & ARDF 

(Amateur Radio Direction Finding) events.  I’m sure that there will be several HF stations on the air from the new location 

so you might want to fire up the ‘old rig’ and see if you can make some contacts. 
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       TARS sponsored the JOTA event locally for a number of years from several locations 

including; the Scout Office on Thomasville Road, the Wallwood Scout Reservation on the 

shore of Lake Talquin, west of Tallahassee, as well as the scenic shore of the Boy Scout 

reserve on St. George Island!  While some were telling ghost stories and roasting 

marshmallows, several of us were talking to Amateur Radio operators around the world on 

HF.  We made a game out of “who could find the country we were talking to” on a large 

world map.  What better way to learn World Geography!  This was long before the time of 

everyone having a smartphone with Google Maps.  Naturally we had better attendance  

 

when we operated from 

Wallwood but the dates of 

JOTA and the local BSA 

Council events don’t always 

occur on the same weekend.   

 

TARS might want to try to participate again in this fall if we are able to get participation from willing local Scouting leaders.  

As Amateurs, we can also offer our services to help local Scouts earn the three radio related merit badges; Radio, 

Electricity, and Electronics, as well as the new interpreter strip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       If you are interested in the requirements for any of the Merit Badges mentioned above or any of the other 130+ Merit 

Badges Scouts can earn, check out the link to the national BSA organization for current list and details:  (BSA Merit 

Badge Requirements) http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/BoyScouts/AdvancementandAwards/MeritBadges.aspx.  You 

can also read the guidelines for Amateur Radio operators from the BSA (Amateur Radio Guidelines) 

http://www.scouting.org/jota/operators_guides.aspx.   

And check the ARRL webpage for information and announcements of up-coming Scouting 

events along with links to YouTube videos showing Amateur Radio and Scouting. 

 

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net 
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DX-pedition    J79GF - WA6POZ  Dx-Pedition to Dominica 

 

 

       Many people have never heard of 

Dominica - not to be confused with the 

Dominican Republic. Dominica is a small 

island located just north of Martinique and has 

a population of around 70,000. Tourism is one 

of its main sources of income. It is noted for 

its beautiful natural scenic landscapes. The 

beaches here are not that good but there are 

plenty of other features that make this island 

interesting to visit. 

 

       I will be traveling to Dominica - operating 

from August 1 till August 6 with the callsign 

J79GF. Terry Webb, N0TW will accompany 

me and have the call N0TW.  We will operate 

20, 15 and 10 meters with special operation 

on the weekend during the 10-10 Summer 

QSO Party. 

 

       We would like to invite all of you to give 

us a call. You do not have to be a 10-10 

member to participate in the contest or to 

make contact with us! 
 

 

       Our location on the island is at the North 

end - near Calibishie. The resort is called Sea 

Cliff Cottages and is a series of about 5 

different cottages of different sizes. The photo 

is of the view from the cottages down toward 

the ocean. The cottage that we chose has 110 

volt electricity and all the modern 

conveniences.  We will be using a 2 element 

Quad on 10 meters and dipoles on the other 

bands. 

 

       For those of you who do not have a big 

station, no worries, if I hear you I will work you 

and you’ll be in the log.   I hope to work lots of 

Tallahassee hams during this trip. 
 

 

 

 

73’s,  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President) 
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LEON ARES    Serve with the Leon County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

 

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net  
 
       Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST on the 147.030 K4TLH repeater for the Leon 

County ARES Net.  ARES officials check in first, but the floor is then opened to ALL hams from 

anywhere interested in ARES.  This net focuses on the current issues pertinent to Leon County as well 

as the Capital Area District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest. Though, this is a directed net, 

there is a casual atmosphere geared to foster a spirit of collaboration.  Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually 

net control.  See you Tuesday night! 

 

 

 

Leon County ARES Wiki 

       Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site.  The 

wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public.  Information contained within the wiki 

can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators.  Find information on everything from repeater lists and served 

agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for disaster and emergency communication!  You can also find the current 

Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.  

Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at:  http://www.leoncountyares.org     

To join in, just submit your call sign as your log-In and create a password. 

 

Are you interested in ‘EmComm’?  Would you like to use your talents and radio skills to assist Leon county agencies like 

LCSO, ARC, and local hospitals when disaster strikes? Consider the rewards of helping save the day… 

Alan Torledsky, W1ABT Leon County EC and his AEC’s are given the charge to structure a timely emergency communications 

response when and where needed. As an Amateur Radio Volunteer, you can have a vital part to play. Whether it be as a message 

handler for a Red Cross shelter, or a ‘shadow’ assistant for a public official – Emergency Communication Training is important and 

should be done ASAP before a disaster strikes!  The more you (as a ham) knows about what you can do in event, the better able you 

able to assist the EC and AEC is coordinating ‘less-than-active’ hams when they arrive on the scene willing to serve, but lacking skills. 

Taking EmComm courses, learning how to handle messages, and building you own ‘Jump-Kit’ are just some of the tools that can not 

only help the efforts of ARES, but will prepare yourself as well. 

To learn more or to volunteer,  contact one of the AEC’s or contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com 

 

RF Interference    QRM From Local Utilities?  -  Contact Alan, W1ABT 

 

    Are you getting unusually bad ‘buzzes’ and arcing noises on your HF receiver that you can’t eliminate even when you cut your 

home’s main power, chances are the interference is coming from the city utilities power system.  Aging lightning arrestors and 

insulators are often the cause of strong RFI. The city of Tallahassee has an award-winning utilities department and perhaps one of the 

best-kept systems in the world!  The city will work to remedy your power utilities RFI issues.  First: do your part as an Amateur Radio 

operator to SAFELY investigate all possible causes, even if it’s just with an AM radio and a brisk walk around the neighborhood. A 

detailed report will allow the experts to pin-point an issue and will cut down on unnecessary city expenses. 

All you need to do is ask. 

Alan Torledsky, W1ABT, will work with city officials on your behalf.  And in good time, you’ll be on-the-air again…  

Contact Alan at torledsky@msn.com 
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The Printed Circuit    Newsletter Resources – It’s your newsletter, it’s your voice. 

 

 

“Every morning, 
Earl arose to find 
his vintage HF 
rig warm to the 
touch…  Little 
did he suspect – 
Mr. Whiskers 
was now a 
General.” 
 
Wouldn’t this make a great story 
for the TARS newsletter? 
 
Readers are encouraged to 
submit items of interest such as 
articles, commentary and photos 
for publication, especially station 
photos.  The Printed Circuit is 
sent to well over 300 email 
recipients, so why not use this 
publication to share your hobby? 
The deadline for publication is 
the 20

th
 of the month. Allow for 

one week prior to publication for 
corrections or additions.  All 
submitted material becomes 
property of the Tallahassee 
Amateur Radio Society, Inc. and 
content is subject to approval 
and may be edited. 
 
Mr. Whiskers is now working on 
his ‘Worked All Alleys’ award. 

 

E-mail Addresses 
Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the 
Newsletter to: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com . or Mike Maynard, K4ICY (Editor) at 
k4icy@arrl.net 
 
Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receiver the newsletter and would like to have 
your address removed.  Payment of TARS dues is not a requirement to receive this 
free-for-all publication. 

   
 

 

 
 
Disclaimer 
The Printed Circuit is not 
representative of, or ultimately 
responsible for the views or 
opinions of the whole 
organization, and such views 
and opinions expressed herein 
are of the individual author(s). 

 
 

 

 

 

Updates of Information 
If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of 

the information in this newsletter such as information about Our 

Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please forward that information 

to us at TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard K4ICY 

(Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion in future newsletters. 

Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the following 

month’s edition. 

 
Have nice pics of your station, ham gear or radio adventures? 
 
Send them on in!  The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you.  Also, we could sure use more (up to 
date) photos of friends and faces from any recent ham radio gathering, meeting or event.  To some hams in our area, The 
Printed Circuit is the only way they are able to connect with TARS and the ‘goings on’. 
 

 
All content within this publication is copyright © 2013 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. – All Rights Reserved. 
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Regional Clubs    & Organizations 

 

 

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Morningside Methodist Church, 
2007 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia 

 

Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone. 

 
South West GA ARES   Net – 9 pm every Thursday night, 145.170 Repeater, - offset, 141.3 PL tone. 
 

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Jefferson County 
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 repeater; 94.8 PL tone. 
 

  
    The Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) is a United States Department of Defense 

sponsored program, established as a separately managed and operated program by the United 

States Air Force, Army and Navy/Marine Corp. The program is a civilian auxiliary consisting 

primarily of licensed amateur radio operators who are interested in assisting with communications 

on a local, national, and international basis as an adjunct to normal communications. 
 

    It is up to the individual Ham to select one of the MARS services. Although we have slightly different structures and 

separate reporting chains of command, we all work together. Members of one service can participate on the frequencies 

and the nets of a sister service. In addition we have specific 'Joint Services Interoperability Nets'. 
 

Membership eligibility: 
 

• Be 17 years of age or older. (Signature of parent or legal guardian is required when an applicant is under 18 years of age.) 

• Be a United States Citizen or resident alien. (Possess a valid amateur radio license issued by the FCC) 

• Possess a station capable of operating on MARS VHF and/or HF frequencies. 

• Agree to operate a minimum of 12 hours per calendar quarter with 6 hours being on VHF and or HF networks. 

 

For further information contact one of the three Florida State MARS Directors or visit one of the services web sites: 

http://www.navymars.org/       http://www.netcom.army.mil/mars/       http://www.afmars.org/USAF_MARS_Today.shtml 

 

QCWA • The Big Bend Chapter of the Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 

       Was your original amateur radio license granted in or before 1988? 

Then the Quarter Century Wireless Association, (QCWA) is for you. A 

local chapter has been established for the Tallahassee-Thomasville area.  

QCWA members, active or not are invited to join.  This chapter is social 

only and meets quarterly, alternating between meeting in Tallahassee and 

Thomasville. Except for national dues, there are no dues for our chapter. 

 

 

     If interested please email Gerry Gross, WA6POZ wa6poz@arrl.net 

or phone 850-877-8134. 

  



 

TALLAHASSEE  AMATEUR  RADIO  SOCIETY     THE  PRINTED  CIRCUIT     JULY  2013 26 

 

     Morse Code Practice Net -  Wednesday at 8:30 P.M. on 28.180 Mhz CW 

 

Learning Morse Couldn’t Be Easier! 

Since there’s no longer a ‘code requirement’ – you can learn at your own pace! 

      Are you new to this whole Morse Code thing?  Have you 

always wanted to try it found but found it hard to learn even a 

few characters?  There a FREE online Morse Code training 

tool which can not only teach you code but get you copying 

faster.  Sign-up is free and you learn in your own web 

browser.  LCWO.net teaches with the Koch Method of 

learning, where you train by learning to copy from ‘sound’, 

and you progress with new characters ONLY with proficiency. 

Over 20,000 users registered and many now operate on CW! 

Koch Method Morse Course, in your web browser! 
Speed Training, Text to CW, Stats, Forum… 

 

 

       Try the G4FON Koch Method CW Trainer. If you don’t have ready 

access the net, this program will do the trick.  Learn at your own pace 

with customized settings to change speed, tone, QSB fading, QRM 

from other ops, and more! You can copy from custom TXT files and 

even include your own custom characters and pro-signs! Thousands of 

successful CW ops have used the G4FON trainer – and you can too! 

 

       Visit http://www.g4fon.net/ and download the ‘Koch CW Trainer 

Version 9’ today!  And YES, IT IS FREE! 

 

Don’t give up!  It’s the QUALITY of your copying/sending that counts, 

not the SPEED.  Learn it one letter at a time and practice 15 min daily! 

 

 

Join Us For CW Fun! 

We’re On 10 Meters – And We’re Waiting for You. 

       The Morse Code Practice Net is on the air again!  Catch folks trying out ‘SLOW CW’ at 5-15 WPM on the 10m 

frequency of 28.180, mostly on WEDNESDAY evenings at 8:30-9:30 PM. Tuesdays and Thursday have been good too.  If 

you hear some folks sending, the floor is open and informal so just send your call! Feel free to try a paddle, bug, key, 

two wires or whatever it takes to get on.  While you’re on, learn a thing or two about how to send!  CUL, GL ES 73!  

• The Frequency: 28.180 CW (10 Meter Band) 
• The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm) 
• Nights: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
• Mode: CW,  Speed: 15 WPM and Below 
• Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater 

       Though code proficiency is no longer required by 

the FCC, many hams still desire to know how to copy 

and send CW.  All they may need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ 

where they don’t have to worry about speed and 

accuracy – a place to learn those things through 

experience and practice.  And learn how to QSO too! 
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Repeaters    Capital Area Region 

 

 

Location County Call Sign 
Backup 
Power 

Digital 
Mode 

Output 
Freq PL Aux or Remote Site Height 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK No  145.450 - 94.8  300 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes   444.450 + 94.8   400 

                  

Greensboro Gadsden K4GFD Unk   147.390 + 94.8   300 

         

Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF Unk  145.430 - 94.8  Unk 

                  

Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes   147.165+ 94.8   250 

                  

Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes   146.610 - 203.5   200 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   146.655 - 94.8   600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes P-25 146.910 - 94.8   375 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   147.030 + 94.8   750 

Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes   147.285 + 94.8   350 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.100 + 94.8 Statewide links with: 

Lake City 444.9 / 110.9 

Yulee 442.9 / 127.3 

Jacksonville 444.2 / 127.3 

Madison 444.3 / 94.8 

Ft. Lauderdale 442.85 / 110.9 

600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH No   442.850 + 94.8   275 

Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes   443.400 + 131.8 Host of Echolink Node #3950  575 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   443.950 + 94.8   500 

Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes   444.400 + 131.8   CRMC 
(200) 

Tallahassee Leon KD4MOJ Yes   444.000 94.8   TMH 
(200) 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 146.835 - DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 443.450 + DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1293 - DV   180   

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1253 DD   180   

                  

Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH No   147.000 94.8   300 

         

Reno Georgia KE4URL Yes  145.170 - 141.3  600 

 

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).  
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Regional Nets     

 
 

North Florida Amateur Radio 
   EmComm Net 

Daily • 9:00 AM EST 
except Sunday 

3950 kHz 

Capital District 
  EmComm Training Net 

Sunday • 7:30 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 
+ 600, 94.8 

Capital District ARES Net Sunday • 8 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Leon County ARES Net Tuesday • 8 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Florida Phone Traffic Net Daily • 6:55 AM EST 3940 kHz 

Florida Midday Traffic Net Daily • Noon EST 7242 kHz 

North Florida Phone Net Daily • 7:30 PM EST 3950 kHz 

TARC Thursday Night Net Thursday • 8 PM EST 147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3  

TARC Kid’s Net Tuesday • 8 PM EST 147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3 

Morse Code Practice Net  
(Informal / Open) 

Tues-Thurs 
8:30 PM EST 

28.180 MHz CW Mode 

Jefferson County Net Monday • 8:00 PM EST 145.430 MHz, WX4JEF, 
94.8 

Morning Drive-Time Net 
 (Informal with KA5USN) 

Mon-Fri 
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST 

147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Southwest Georgia HF 
Weather Net 

Third Thursday 
7:30 PM EST 

(or after GA SSB Net) 
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-) 

SKYWARN NET  (See below) 
First Sunday 
7:30 PM EST 

WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-) 

 
 
SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours) 
EST.  The net starts at 3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade 
R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues 
there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz repeater, the weekly Capital Area 
ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station 
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us 
to provide a retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief 
seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an 
ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your emergency-ready HF station. 

 
 

 

 

• Have any corrections or additions?  Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20
th
 of the month. 
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Ham Happenings    On-Air Events of Interest  •  Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 

 
Contest and QSO Parties 

01 Jul  0000Z - 2359Z  RAC Canada Day Contest

 https://www.rac.ca/en/rac/programmes/contests/files/2013%20Canada%20Day%20Rules%20and%20Entry%20Form%20-%20English-French.pdf  

01 Jul  0001Z - 2400Z Jul 7 10-10 Int. Spirit of 76 QSO Party http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf   

02 Jul  0100Z - 0300Z   ARS Spartan Sprint  http://www.arsqrp.blogspot.com/  

04 Jul  2300Z - 0300Z Jul 5  MI QRP July 4th CW Sprint http://www.qsl.net/miqrpclub/contest.html  

06 Jul  2000L - 0200L Jul 7 PODXS 070 Club 40m Firecracker Sprint http://www.podxs070.com/40-meter-firecracker-sprint 

13 Jul  0000Z - 0400Z  FISTS Summer Sprint  http://www.fists.org/sprints.html  

13 Jul  1200Z - 1200Z Jul 14 IARU HF World Championship http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship  

18 Jul  0030Z - 0230Z  NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint http://naqcc.info/sprint201312mw.html  

20 Jul  1600Z - 1800Z   Feld Hell Sprint  https://sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub/Home/contests/sprint-rules  

20 Jul  1800Z - 0600Z Jul 21 North American QSO Party, RTTY http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php  

20 Jul  1800Z - 2100Z Jul 21 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest http://www.cqww-vhf.com/rules.htm  

22 Jul  0100Z - 0300Z   Run for the Bacon QRP Contest http://fpqrp.org/pigrun/ 

Z= UTC;  L-local  –  Contests and QSO Parties Source”  QST & WA7BMW 

 
DX 

From To  Prefix Call  Info  

 

14-Aug  01-Jul   RI1F  RI1FJ  

01-May  30-Apr   ZS8  ZS8C & ZS8Z  

15-Jun  15-Aug   JD1/M  JG8NQJ/JD1   

21-Jun  01-Jul   V3  V31IV    

22-Jun  07-Jul   OZ  OZ/DO6EBB   

22-Jun  07-Jul   VQ9  VQ93JC  

28-Jun  07-Jul   PJ2  PJ2/ON6DX  

30-Jun  05-Jul   LX  LX/OO6P  http://www.qsl.net/on6om/lx-oo6p  

01-Jul  16-Jul   6W  6V7S    

01-Jul  14-Jul   F  TM100TF  

01-Jul  07-Jul   H40  H40IOTA  www.h44iota.com  

01-Jul  06-Jul   OJ0  OJ0V   

04-Jul  05-Jul   LA  LA/G3TTC   

05-Jul  09-Jul   PJ7  PJ7/AF6KJ, PJ7/AF6WU  

06-Jul  21-Jul   DL  DG8HJ/p   

06-Jul  16-Jul   FP  FP/KV1J   http://www.kv1j.com/fp/July13.html  

06-Jul  25-Jul   HH  HH5/KC0W  

06-Jul  09-Jul   HL  D85C    http://www.d9k.org/xe/d85c  

07-Jul  13-Jul   FO/M  FO/UT6UD   

09-Jul  12-Jul   H40  H40IOTA   www.h44iota.com  

09-Jul  10-Aug   V4  V47JA   

09-Jul  31-Jul   V4  V49J     

10-Jul  14-Jul   FS  FS/AF6KJ, FS/AF6WU   

11-Jul  30-Jul   LY  LY55SOP    

12-Jul  16-Jul   KL7  K0DCH/KL7 

13-Jul  17-Jul   CO  T46A   

13-Jul  14-Jul   EA8  EF8X    

13-Jul  14-Jul   HL  HL0HQ    

13-Jul  14-Jul   HS  HS0AC    
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From To  Prefix Call  Info 

  

13-Jul  14-Jul   JA  8N1HQ, 8N4HQ, 8N8HQ   

13-Jul  14-Jul   OZ  OZ1HQ    

13-Jul  14-Jul   SU  SU1SK     

13-Jul  14-Jul   VE  VE6SH   

13-Jul  14-Jul   W  NU1AW/3   

13-Jul  14-Jul   W  W1AW/4  

13-Jul  20-Jul   ZF  ZF2WN   

14-Jul  22-Jul   FO/A  FO/UT6UD  

14-Jul  16-Jul   H40  H40IOTA   www.h44iota.com  

16-Jul  30-Jul   5R  5R8NE    

16-Jul  24-Jul   EA8  EA8/EB7DX    

16-Jul  20-Jul   HR  HQ8D    http://hriotas.com/  

17-Jul  27-Jul   KL7  K6VVA/KL7   

20-Jul  01-Aug   OX  OX3LX     

21-Jul  29-Jul   BY  B4/BA4MY    

22-Jul  30-Jul   GM  MM3I    

22-Jul  23-Jul   LA  LA/G3TTC   

23-Jul  29-Jul   EI  EJ0PL     

23-Jul  30-Jul   I  IE9DX   

23-Jul  30-Jul   SV  SW8CC    

24-Jul  02-Aug   9A  9A/OO7T   

24-Jul  31-Jul   F  TM2BI   http://iota.f6kpq.org  

24-Jul  29-Jul   I  IE9/IK6JRI  

24-Jul  28-Jul   VE  CF2I    www.qrz.com/db/CF2I  

25-Jul  29-Jul   9A  9A/IV3LZQ   

25-Jul    T6  T6RH  

26-Jul  29-Jul   CT  CT7ACG   http://www.sheffield-live.co.uk/  

26-Jul  28-Jul   F  TM7T   http://www.qrz.com/db/TM7T  

26-Jul  02-Aug   GM  MM3KBU/P    

26-Jul  29-Jul   JA  JI3DST/1   

26-Jul  28-Jul   PY  PQ5M   

26-Jul  28-Jul   PY  PX8Z   

26-Jul  27-Jul   W  KT3Q/5   

27-Jul  28-Jul   9A  9A/AC6DD    

27-Jul  09-Aug   DL  DG5LAC/P, DL1WA/p, DM3X/P   

27-Jul  28-Jul   EI  EJ5KF/p   

27-Jul  28-Jul   F  F4FET/p   

27-Jul  28-Jul   GM  GM0OBX/p, MM/ON6QR     

27-Jul  28-Jul   GU  MU0THJ    

27-Jul  28-Jul   HR  HQ3W    http://hriotas.com/  

27-Jul  28-Jul   I  IK7LMX   

27-Jul  28-Jul   LA  LA/G3TTC   

27-Jul  28-Jul   OZ  OZ0TX   

27-Jul  28-Jul   PY  PY8WW   

27-Jul  28-Jul   SM  SM5CKV/P   

27-Jul  28-Jul   VE  VY2TT     

27-Jul  28-Jul   YB  YB3MM/7  

 

31-Jul  07-Aug   J7  **J79GF  WA6POZ 

31-Jul 07-Aug  J7 **J79TW N0TW 

+ more than 1 operator/call  DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone 

 

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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The Amateur’s Code    Written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928 

 

The Radio Amateur is... 

CONSIDERATE 
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

 
LOYAL 

Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay 
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

 
PROGRESSIVE 

Progressive with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station 
and operation above reproach. 

 
FRIENDLY 

Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, 
cooperation and consideration for the interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service. 

 
BALANCED 

Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 
owed to family, job, school, church or community. 

 
PATRIOTIC 

A station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 
 
 

 
 
Danish ‘double current key’ 
 
made by G. N. T., 
Great Northern Telegraph Co.
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 
New Membership / Renewal Form 

 
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last 
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and 
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member. 
 

 
 
You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is 
all that is required.  
 
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family. 
 
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!  
 
New members pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year 
($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues become $7.50. After September, 
they drop to $5.00. 
 
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check 
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail 
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, 
Tallahassee, FL, 32315. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39 
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format. 
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL.  TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. 
 


