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The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p.m.
on the first Thursday of every month.
Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)

Upcoming Events

See the K4TLH.net Calendar for more information

January
Jan 3-5
(Fri, Sat, Sun)
K4T-TARS DeSoto
Special Event !!!
Home Participation
& Sat GOTA

February

March

Jan 9 (Thursday)
One Week Later!

Feb 4 (Tuesday)

Mar 6 (Thursday)

- VE Testing -

- TARS Meeting -

- TARS Meeting –

Feb 6 (Thursday)

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

- TARS Meeting Feb 22 (Saturday)
FSU Mag-Lab GOTA
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From The President TARS – For a New and Even Better Year!
It is the custom when writing at the end of the year to highlight the accomplishments of the year ending
and what we have to look forward to for in the new year.
2013 may not have appeared to be very busy but a lot of activities took place. There was participation, by
providing communication for the Tallahassee Marathon, TOSRV, and Spaghetti 100. Each activity aids in
preparing us when called upon in an emergency and also shows others what our capabilities are when called
upon.

During the year there were several “Get On The Air” (GOTA,) activities allowing non-hams the

experiences of making contacts with ham operators elsewhere in the US and around the world. As club
members we participated in the annual ARRL Field Day; coming together as a group for a weekend of
fellowship and fun, and the food was great too. To help other hams we held several classes and conducted
VE test sessions. Several club meetings were devoted to preparing for severe weather. Luckily we didn’t have
to use our training. If we were lucky we attended Orlando’s HamCation, Dayton’s Hamvention or one of the
many other hamfests or neighboring clubs meetings or activities. All this and we still have monthly meetings
and a great December TARS Holiday Party. Wow!
So what is ahead for 2014? Much of what took place in 2013 will be repeated again in 2014; however,
there will be a few new activities. As we start the year TARS will operate K4T, an official “special event” station
celebrating the 475th anniversary of Hernando DeSoto’s Winter encampment in Tallahassee and have a GOTA
station. In February we will have a booth at the Mag Lab’s open house and another GOTA station. We have
had several discussions on the FEMA trailer and the prospect of acquiring a tower/trailer. Will 2014 be the
year that sees the completion of repairs and incorporating these pieces of equipment into the TARS inventory?
And as always there will be other activities, unknown at this time but awaiting our involvement.
I also want to thank all the members of TARS, who have shown up to help whether called upon or not and
who with their help during the past year have contributed to making a successful 2013. I would also like to
single out several who without their help, would have made my job impossible: Vice President Dan Moniz,
KI4HGO; Secretary Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP; Treasurer, Nick Adams, W4EAF; Repeaters, Randy Pierce, AG4UU;
Training, Phil Ashler, N4IPH; Testing, Alan Terrell, N4KGt; Equipment, Steve Welsh, AD4E; Stan Zawrotny,
K4SBZ; ‘Chief’ Fusilier, KA5USN.
A special Thanks goes to Mike Maynard, K4ICY, for assistance whenever asked and for being the best
Editor of the best newsletter, The Printed Circuit.
73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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The Meeting January’s TARS Business Meeting
Join us the second Thursday of the new year,
January 9th - at 7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area
Chapter facility of the American Red Cross. Our
speaker for the January meeting will be our own Jack
Hanbury, KC4EMS. The topic will be off of Amateur
Radio but we are sure most of us will find his
presentation interesting and informative. Jack has an
interest in an area that is probably not too familiar with
most of us (as hams) except as a point of interest.
Jack is a judge in the world of antique autos and he
will share with us photos and stories of many
interesting vintage cars. Come join us Thursday and
let Jack take you all back to the cool- car drive-in days
of your youth… See you all there!

The Tallahassee +ARC+ is located on 1115 Easterwood Drive (off of Capital Circle NE, just south of Hwy
90) between the animal shelter and the new ‘911’ county dispatch center, in the vicinity of Tom Brown Park
and the National Guard Armory. There’s plenty of parking but be sure to show up on-time! Bring your friends
and family. The TARS meetings are welcome to hams and non-hams alike. Interested in ham radio and wish to
find out more? Be our guests and let us tell you all about our hobby. Find an “Elmer” and get to know the
faces attached to the voices! “Talk-in” is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8).

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

TARS – ARRL:
The next TARS license exam session will be held Tuesday, February 4th, at The American
Red Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically
starts at 7:00 pm. Bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check.
TARC – W5YI Group:
th
Offering testing once a month on the third Saturday of each month (January 18 )
at 10:00 am. At the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in
Thomasville, GA. The cost is $14 and two forms of ID are required, one with a picture.
Children require a SSN to process. Test sessions may require forward notice to keep the VEs
from making unnecessary trips, please contact Mike Brown, KE4FGF, at
ke4fgf@arrl.net or phone 229-226-5060 for scheduling.
For more information please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ve-team/
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Circuit Traces News and General Items of Interest

Every active ham in the Tallahassee area has a rare opportunity the weekend of January 4 – 6 to participate in a rare
event. TARS will be hosting a Special Event to commemorate Hernando DeSoto’s first winter encampment in the “new
world.” Even if you are unfamiliar with HF operation – your presence and participation is urgently requested!
When
The event is planned to kick off at 1200 hours UTC (7 am EST) on Friday morning, January 3rd and runs all weekend
to 2359 hours UTC (6 pm EST), Sunday evening, January 5th, 2014. And here is the sweet part: You can operate from
the comfort of your home-based station using your own privileges – using the designated event club callsign “K4T.”
GOTA
On Saturday, January 4th, from about 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, we will also be operating a GOTA station at Myers park, on DeSoto
Park Drive just south-east of downtown Tallahassee. According to archaeological record, the Spanish spent the winter there
and even observed Christmas with a special mass. It has been claimed by some that this was the first Christmas observance in the
continental United States.
Everyone is encouraged to come out to the GOTA station and help us show Tallahassee how radio amateurs operate. We will have an
RV and a covered pavilion for comfort and at least one HF station on the air, so there will be ample opportunities to everyone to sit at
the mic, log QSOs or just observe the fun.

Operating
Full details of the K4T Special Event operations were published in the last newsletter, available on the TARS website,
www.K4TLH.net. Detailed instructions and a sample log will be emailed to all participants prior to the event.
Scheduling
All stations wishing to operate are to coordinate with Stan, K4SBZ.stan@gmail.com , prior to the event providing the band,
mode and schedule to be worked. Please sign up for two hour blocks so that everyone will have an opportunity to operate.
Time slots will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. A final schedule will be sent out to all participants just
before the event, giving you another chance to fill in additional time if no one signs up for blocks that interest you.
24/7 – All HF Bands!
This is a 24/7 event during the entire weekend using all HF bands 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10. There will be open time slots on
80 meters during the wee hours of the morning when 80 is open coast-to-coast. What a great time to operate!

DON’T MISS ALL THE FUN – SIGN UP NOW – CONTACT AN EVENT COORDINATOR TODAY!
Please contact the event coordinators TO SIGN UP or for information:
• Gerry, KA6POZ, wa6poz@comcast.net
• Mike, K4ICY, k4icy@arrl.net
• Chief, KA5USN, ka5usn@hotmail.com
• Stan, K4SBZ, K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com
Please see the December issue of The Printed Circuit for more concise instructions.
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For those attending the 2014 annual TARS Holiday Party, the evening was a delightful affair that went without a hitch
– full of fun, feasting and frivolity! With special thanks to “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN, for setting the event up, the party has
been a time-honored tradition where members bring friends and family, talk about the year for the club and enjoy great
food. Not only was the food was great, and so were the raffle gifts this year – and not just the hats – gifts included an
assortment of useful radio accessories, weather radios and even a fine set of FRS radios great for emcomm assistance.
This year, Mike Maynard, K4ICY, with a kind speech about the merits of Amateur Radio and the honor of the
commendation, presented the prestigious TARS and Feathers Award to the 2013 honoree; Larry Pushor, KI4MAJ, the
th
26 recipient! Larry was quite jolted to hear his name called as the room erupted in applause, upon acceptance, Larry
offered his heart-felt gratitude for the consideration. The award is given to the TARS member, upon consensus by past
recipients, who has put forth a great amount of sacrifice, love, enthusiasm and care for both TARS and the hobby of
Amateur Radio. Larry, aside from bringing us important bike races, has with a soft-spoken and kind heart, served longstanding rolls in two club offices, and has offered countless hours of participation in many TARS events including serving
as Field Day chair.
Please enjoy these great snapshots from the party!
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Inquisitive Minds to be Exposed to High-Levels of Radio Fun
TARS is looking forward to a Get On The Air event to share venue with the National
High Magnetic Field Laboratory’s Open-House. The “Mag-Lab” has planned the openhouse exhibition to demonstrate the many scientific aspects of magnetics to visitors both
young and young-at-heart. The event will take place on Saturday, February 22nd, starting
around 10 a.m. at the lab facility on Paul Dirac Drive in SW Tallahassee. Visit:
http://www.magnet.fsu.edu/education/community/openhouse.html to learn more. Aside for
the many activities available at the open-house, the TARS GOTA station will be a
demonstration sharing the potential of Amateur Radio to technologically-minded people as
well as garnering local public exposure for TARS.
The GOTA station would be located on the grounds of the Mag-Lab with tent and power provided and would operate
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to coincide with the open-house. The space and operating conditions will be limited – proving our
ability to operate in any type of emergency situation, limitations considered. Please direct any questions, comments and
offers to participate to “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN: ka5usn@hotmail.com

Your Live TARS Bulletin Board
Did you know that TARS was on Facebook? Anywhere in the world and at any time
you can get current news and information for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society and
the area Amateur Radio community. Pass timely information between your radio
Facebook peers and take a more active role in the affairs of the club. Most of all – you
don’t have to wait for the newsletter to come out before seeing timely news and great
photographs. Feel free to log in and post your comments (and LIKE’s) today!

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH
To add your own bulletins, pics and Amateur Radio news of interest – please email:
Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com or Mike, K4ICY, at: k4icy@arrl.net

The Lunch Bunch

Where Everybody Knows Your Call…

NORM!!! …K4GFD, that is… Yes, come on down to the Golden
Corral on N. Monroe Street to join together with your buddies at The
Lunch Bunch! Meeting from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday’s, this is a great
opportunity for hams like yourself to meet and greet, to make that “eye ball”
contact with those that are not able to make the TARS club meetings.
Please think of the hams with special needs that would also enjoy your
good company and give them a lift. Got radio questions? There’s always
plenty of ‘Elmer’ help to get you going. Just look for the warmest parking
lot in all of Tallahassee where the RF from twenty or so mobile stations
gently cooks your insides… just in time for the buffet. See ya there!
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Minutes
Note: Due to the Holiday Party - TARS did not hold a regular business meeting for the month of December 2013.

TARS Treasurer’s Report

for December 2013

Submitted by Nick Adams, W4EAF – TARS Treasurer
1 Members renewed or joined since last report.

Beginning Balances - November 19, 2013
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

Total:

$

795.07
1,091.37
$ 1,886.44

•
•
•

3 Individuals
0 Family memberships
0 Students

Summary of Month’s Activities
Total receipts for the month:
Total Expenses for the month:

$

Treasurer’s Notes:

45.00
38.63

Receipts Derived From:
Donations
Members
50/50 Raffle

Total:

0
$45.00
0
$45.00

•

Thanks for the 2014 renewals already received.

•

Please fill out an info blank to assist in the
membership list (located at the back of every
newsletter or from the treasurer at a meeting),
even if your info is unchanged.

Expenditures
Talquin Electric

$ 38.63

Outstanding Expenses

None

Ending Balances – December 17, 2013
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

Total:

TARS Officers
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

$ 801.44
$ 1,091.37
$ 1,886.44

Call Now! - Great Pay & Benefits (what?.... oh.)

Dan Moniz, KI4HGO
Vice President
ki4hgo@arrl.net

Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
Secretary
brady.lyon@gmail.com

Nick Adams, W4EAF
Treasurer
jnickwendy@bellsouth.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions. TARS appreciates you support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
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Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Webmaster: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
Public Information Officer: Vacant
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN
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The Trading Post

Equipment and Services

Items for Sale by Paul Nostrand, W4HVD
•
•

•

•

2-meter commercial coaxial antenna with coax
and two 10ft. 1-1/2 inch aluminum sections $25
ICOM-28A/E 2-meter FM transceiver, 25 watts
high and 5 watts low power. 21 memory
channels, microphone, AC-to-10 amp DC power
supply, mag mount, mobile antenna, and
instruction manual.
All for only $125
Yaesu MH-1B8 mobile microphone with up/down
switches and 2-position tone switch
w/8 pin connector $7
Lots of electronic parts, jumpers, etc…
FREE or Cheap! Stop by and have a look!

CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen
printed, or applied in vinyl :
Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by
Design Locally owned and operated.
n4dog@comcast.net Phone: 850-391-4967
www.stitchingbydesign.net

Items for Sale by Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
•

The West Mountain Radio RIGblasters are
compatible with almost every radio and every
sound card equipped computer. The
RIGblaster Plus comes with a 120 VAC power
supply, cables, instruction manual and
software CD. It includes freeware for almost
every mode including but not limited to:
PSK31,
Packet,
FSK441,
MFSK16,
Hellschriber, AMTOR, PACTOR I, MT63, CW,
RTTY and SSTV. Like new! $95.

If interested – contact Paul, W4HVD at:
850-893-4309
Item for Sale by Art Marshall, W1FJI
•

RIGblaster Plus

Yaesu FT-8800R Dual-Band 2m/440 transceiver
with mic, manual, mobile bracket, power cord,
data cable (PC to KPC3+,) programing cable, Mag
Mount with a ¼ wave dual band antenna.
BARELY USED!!!!
Radio has been sitting on the operating bench for
2 years and has not really been used at all.
Only $300
A great deal for all these accessories!

If interested - contact Art at: W1FJI55@centurylink.net

Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate
to TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net

•
•
•
•
•

•

ICOM IC-706MKIIG HF/VHF/UHF All Mode
Transceiver
SSB, CW, AM, FM, RTTY. 100 W 160-6
Meters; 50 W 144 mHz; 20 W 440 mHz.
Power cable, original manual. No Microphone.
$625.

MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Stan, K4SBZ)
MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Doug,
KD4MOJ)
MFJ-949C VersaTuner II - antenna tuner
(with John, KK4BOB)
SB-220 amplifier (with Gary, KA3FZO)
Gin-Pole (with Garu, KA3FZO)
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K4SBZ Items Cont.
•

•

IC-80AD Dual Band D*STAR HT
The IC-80AD provides 144/440 mHz dual
band operation (one band at a time) with
D*STAR capabilities. It has a total of 1052
memory channels. An a/c charger, extra
battery, original manual and the CS-80/880
download cloning software are included.
$300.

MFJ-993B IntelliTuner Automatic Antenna Tuner
Lets you tune any antenna rapidly: balanced,
unbalanced, or single-wire. Has SWR/wattmeter,
antenna switch for two antennas and a 4:1 current balun
for balanced lines. Provides automatic tuning with more
than 20,000 non-volatile memories. Covers 1.8 to 30
mHz. Rated at 300/150 watts. A few scratches. Original
manual. $195.

If interested – contact Stan at: K4SBZ.stan@gmail.com

Item for Sale by Junior Lolley, kg4itd
•

IC-T90A VHF
Transceiver

/

UHF

Multiband

FM

Surprisingly Compact, Full Featured
Tri-Bander with Wideband Receiver
6m / 2m / 440 mHz HT-Transceiver
Wideband receiver with scanning –
495kHz to 999.990MHz in AM, FM,
and WFM modes.
Dynamic Memory Scan bank scanning
With 555 alphanumeric memory channels,
including 50 band edges and 5 call
channels. Lithium-Ion battery. 5 watts
output typical. Water-resistant aluminum
die-cast case and chassis. Backlit LCD
and keypad. Detachable (SMA) antenna.
DTCS and CTCSS tone squelch, Weather
alert scan, and etc.

ONLY $150 !!!!

If interested - contact Alan Torledsky, W1ABT at: torledsky@msn.com

If you have personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell or need, we will publish short requests in the newsletter, subject to editorial review.
Please send your requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net by the 20th of the month. Remember: When considering
or discussing items or services for sale or swap on the air , please adhere to all FCC Part 97 – No Pecuniary Gain – mandates.
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Catty Shack

Amateur Radio Shack-Cat of the Month

Meet PiPi!
Resident station cat of Stan Zawrotny – K4SBZ
While PiPi isn’t enjoying some of the Temptations treats kept in the
drawer under the television or soliciting a friendly behind-the-ear scratch
from one of her ‘peoples’. Pipi has been there to assist in Stan’s greatest
Amateur Radio achievements; from earning the DXCC award to making the
rarest contacts in JT-65 mode. Indeed, a true station co-pilot!
Every shack needs a great cat, dog, or rare parrot to help not only keep
the equipment warm but to give the shack atmosphere in times when
propagation is bad. Let’s hand it to this ham of a tabby!

…You didn’t think we were starting a cats article did you?
But if that’s what the readers want – who are we to complain? Actually, shack and rig pics would be way better to show off!
Readers are encouraged to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and photos for publication, especially station
photos - even public service announcements are welcome… The Printed Circuit is sent to well over 300 email recipients, so why not
use this publication to share your hobby? The deadline for publication is the 20th of the month. Allow for one week prior to publication
for corrections or additions. All submitted material becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. and content is
subject to approval and may be edited.
E-mail Addresses
Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to:
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com . or Mike Maynard, K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the
newsletter and would like to have your address removed. Payment of TARS dues is not a requirement to receive this free-for-all
publication.
Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not representative of, or ultimately responsible for the views or opinions of the whole organization,
and such views and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s). All submitted text and photos are subject to copyright by
TARS
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as
information about Our Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please forward that information to us at TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or
Mike Maynard K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion in future newsletters. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until
the following month’s edition.
Have nice pics of your station, ham gear or radio adventures? Send them on in! The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than
to brag with you. Also, we could sure use more (up to date) photos of friends and faces from any recent ham radio gathering, meeting
or event. To some hams in our area, The Printed Circuit is the only way they are able to connect with TARS and the ‘goings on’.
All content within this publication is copyright © 2013 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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- By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

Amateur Radio is a complicated hobby, and I doubt if any of us have all the answers! By its
technical nature, the permutations of the hobby’s aspects are endless; if a ham (Amateur Radio
operator) isn’t concerned about how to use a particular kind of radio or mode, there’s antenna
construction and station setup. Once a ham is up and running, there’s an endless array of on-air
events and activities – not to mention what the local radio club puts on, and on and on. And then
there’s the brainy stuff - the tons of radio theory and regulations required to not only increase
your license privileges, but to pursue and enjoy even more radio activities.
I have questions about stuff all the time, and the hobby is just too vast and varied for one
single person to fully comprehend. That’s why finding an “Elmer” is so important!

“Elmer” is a nickname or term used to describe someone that can answer lots of your Ham
Radio related question. An Elmer is a mentor; showing you ‘the ropes’ to operating a station and
encouraging your enjoyment of the hobby. New hams especially benefit from the guiding hand
of an Elmer whom may actually be a vital component to the new ham’s future longevity in the
hobby. But if you think an Elmer is only needed by the neophyte ham, think again – if even the
most seasoned veteran benefits from the priceless counsel and perspective of his fellow radio
clergy, think of how you, me and the rest of us not-so-new hams could use an Elmer or two!
The term “Elmer” first appeared in the March 1971 issue of QST magazine. In his How’s DX column[1], Rod Newkirk, W9BRD,
called them “the unsung fathers of amateur radio.” He wrote that an Elmer is “the ham who took the most time and trouble to give you a
push toward your license.”
Elmers are integral to the vitality of the hobby; from fostering a novel interest in prospective licensees and guiding new hams just
starting out, but also acting as a life-line to existing hams needing to learn about new aspects of the hobby. Elmers are especially
important to these existing hams that may be having questions that have been nagging them for a while. He (or she) is the person that
you turn to when you have a problem with an antenna - or maybe you need to learn how to tune a boat anchor. While you can probably
get along just fine without an Elmer, without a little help, it’s easier to get frustrated, become less-active and even just give up on
Amateur Radio. Your Elmer is the one who keeps you going when that happens!
A year or so ago, we added an Elmers list to the TARS website, www.K4TLH.net. We asked our members and other local hams to
list any skills that they might have so that anyone with a question could contact them for help. The current list literally offers the panoply
of Amateur Radio knowhow from “Antennas” to “Vintage equipment.”
It’s not possible to know how many people have used that site, but as
keeper of the TARS Facebook page and the TARS email account, I do
know that I have been able to make many referrals to that page in the past
year and have had very positive feedback from those individuals who have
used it. In the most recent occurrence, the person asked a very nonspecific question, “Is there someone in the club I could contact with a
technical question?” I referred them to the Elmers list with apparent
success.
Not only should you, as a ham, consider finding an Elmer, but you
should endeavor to be one as well. While most of us are not experts in a
lot of areas, many of us do have unique skills and talents that we can share
with others. If you do have a fair amount of expertise in any particular
area, please consider adding your name to our Elmers list. Take a look at
the current Elmers List at http://k4tlh.net/elmers/ and see some of the skillsets already listed. Add your name to some of the existing skills or add a
new skill by emailing me at K4SBZ.stan@gmail.com. Don’t worry if you
don’t have all the answers about your topic. Remember, none of us are
experts; we are all “Amateurs!”
Chances are, you are here reading this newsletter, and enjoying your Amateur Radio license privileges because the influence and
guidance of an Elmer. You owe it to the hobby you love and enjoy to offer your care and assistance to others. Being an Elmer can be
fun and enjoyable – and the hobby is more fun and enjoyable because of them!

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
1. http://p1k.arrl.org/pubs_archive/65513
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- By Art Marshall, W1FJI

OK, right about now you are thinking, what in the world do butterflies and ham radio have in common? Well, not too much - unless
you combine the butterfly festival at St. Marks and CW at the St. Marks Lighthouse.
In late October, Janet and I jumped into the mobile and headed south to see the pretty little butterflies. I have to tell ya, the
weather was great. There was a nice cool breeze coming in off the Gulf, the sun was shining and it really felt like a good day for some
mobile CW.
OK, enough of the butterflies, we motored over near the lighthouse. Janet pulled out her Kindle and I set up my 20 meter
HamStick antenna. I had decided prior to getting there that it was going to be a “QRP” (low powered operation) day which, with the
Icom IC-706MKII means 5 watts on CW.
Tuning across 20 m from 14.040 to 14.100 there were a few signals but nothing to write home about, after all, it was still a bit early.
The band did not seem to be in that good of shape but ya never know until you send out a “CQ.” Because I was mobile and QRP, the
CQ went like: “CQ CQ de W1FJI/M.” I am not one of those guys who sends CQ 10 times and my call 5 times. The most you would
hear out of me would be “CQ CQ de W1FJI/M W1FJI/M,” then I repeat it once again, send a “K,” and stand by.
The first few CQ’s failed to get any results, but I figured I would troll around for a while and see what I could get. Did ya get that,
“Troll,” that’s one of them fishing terms. It didn’t take long before I had a call. The station was from MI but signals were down
somewhat. The best I could give him was RST of 449 and I got a 359 with some QSB (fading.) Not bad, we had a nice QSO, said “73”
and moved on. On the next CQ I worked a station in WMA. I was able to work a few stations using a low QRP signal of 5 watts and
the HamStick. Once again; CW - and this time QRP was the winner as long as ya stay around the QRP frequencies you can do all
right. A few times I moved down in frequency and the traffic was a bit heavier thus the stations were harder to work with only 5 watts.
After a few hours of CW Janet and I decided to pull up our tent, (oops – I mean our van) and headed to the Riverside Café for a
few beers and some sea food. All-in-all it was a very good afternoon of butterflies, Ham Radio, good beer and food!
See what your missing? Doesn’t this all sound better than mowing the lawn, painting a room in the house, cleaning gutters, ohhhh
come on now - that’s nasty stuff; it’s called work! OK, so ya only have a Tech license - so what? There are plenty of Tech frequencies
you can operate CW on. What, ya don’t know CW? Sorry - still no excuse! Maybe you have a higher class “ticket” and haven’t been
on CW since Hector was a pup… well again - so what? Maybe you’re an Extra and have never been on CW (really!?!) again, so what?
It doesn’t matter at all what class of ticket you have there is plenty room for everyone!
Look… most CW QSO’s (radio conversations) are short: NAME IS… QTH IS… WX IS… UR RST IS… and then BTU [for the
unwashed: QTH is your location, WX is weather, RST is your signal report, and BTU means “Back To You.”] Wait, some like to tell ya
how old they are also. Don’t worry about spellin’, most of the time I can’t spell worth a hoot. Of course if ya work me, I’ll keep ya talkin
for a minimum of a half hour!
I just like to QSO! I really don’t like to hit and run as most do… Mike, K4ICY, and I one Wednesday evening QSO’ed on CW for an
hour and a half at 13 wpm, or was it 15 wpm, not important. The important part was we got on CW and had a good time chatting! Don’t
ask me what we chatted about, I would hafta get up walk over to the operating bench and thumb thru the pages to see what we said.
Tallahassee has eleven letters and if I make a mistake I have to send them all over again. I guess I could all ways send TLH, I have
tried Tally, but then they wanna know where, what, or where “Tally” is. I have even tried “TallyTown,” oh boy, that was worse.
Pssst. Hey… come here, I have never told this to anyone, and if you say I said it I will deny it. Back in May of ‘55 when I was a
Novice, I had my standard CW QSO all written out in front of me. On every CW QSO I would always send the same ole thing. It took
quite a few QSO’s for me to feel comfortable enough not to use my standard QSO. Besides, most of the others were just as nervous
as I was. Most of us couldn’t send or receive worth a hoot. Talk about ya QLF, (sending wit ya Left Foot,) we were so bad it would
make your eyes water. It just takes a little time and practice.
Some of my ole novice friends are still on the air today. I have been lucky and have been able to work some of them from here in
TallyTown. The most difficult one so far is a ole friend up in Massachusetts. He and I were able to make it on 20 meter CW, but not on
40. Now I have to explain that we have been trying to QSO at 00:00 UTC when the bands are not in too good condition.
Who knows, you might even enjoy it, it’s just like rollin’ off a log once ya get the hang of it. C ya on CW some time!

73! Art Marshall, W1FJI w1fji55@centurylink.net
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- By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

We all make “New Year’s resolutions” at the beginning of each year
but how many of them do we actually follow through on through the
course of the new year. Let’s just discuss the ones related to our hobby
of Amateur Radio - since this is an Amateur Radio club newsletter.
Looking over my personal list I can see that some of my resolutions are
reoccurring ones that go back several years, if not more. At the top of
my list is “Organization,” which means I would like to straighten up my
collection of; QSL cards, special event certificates, my assortment of
tools, patches from some of the Scouting JOTA events in the early 90’s,
power and antenna cables for my various radios, books and manuals for
my equipment, class materials and handouts for our license classes and
demos, and last but not least: ”things I can’t do without” (but haven’t
used for years!) I have a roll of LMR-400 that I purchased several years ago to replace the RG-8 going to my tower and
Mosley TA-33 beam but “haven’t got around to getting that done” - maybe in 2014. I have a HAM IV rotator sitting on
the bench (and not at the top of the tower where it should be) and I need to replace some parts or get it overhauled. My
various cables coming into the shack need to be labeled and better organized - and the list can go on forever…

you get the point.
How about your New Year’s Resolutions? I’m sure you have some radio-related better intentions very similar to the
ones I listed above and probably with the same “status” as mine. We had several people that completed one of our
Technician License classes last year say that “they have always wanted to get their Amateur License, but never had time
to do it.” Many of us grew up with the Scouting program and one of the requirements in the Advancement Program was to
learn the Morse Code or “Semaphore” and send & receive a short message. There was no way to get around it - if you
wanted to advance in the ranks you had to do some real work and demonstrate your communications ability. The same
Morse Code requirement was necessary to advance in the Amateur Radio hobby - If you wanted to get on HF you had to
at least master 5 wpm. If you wanted the General Class License you needed to pass the requirement for sending and
receiving code at 13 wpm - along with the written element! To move to the top license (Extra) you had to demonstrate the
ability to copy 20 wpm and pass a fairly difficult written exam.
I can remember thinking to myself: ”Why do I have to
learn Morse Code ?” Why do I have to learn all this
electronics stuff?” “Why do I have to learn all these FCC
Rules?” ”Why can’t I just buy a radio and get on the air?
I’m never going to need to know all this stuff !” At this time I
think I was in my first year of high school and had just
purchased a used Hallicrafters S-38 Communications
Receiver for $25.00. I had several friends that became
interested in shortwave listening after hearing that I could
pick up foreign broadcast stations like Radio Moscow,
Radio Peking, Radio Canada and the Netherlands - all this,
with my “new high powered radio” and a 50 foot long-wire
antenna strung from my bedroom window to a tree in the
back yard. I would stay up half the night trying to pick up
new countries or listening to the “QSL Mailbag” to see if my
name was mentioned after sending in a reception report a
few weeks earlier. Every time I would hear a new country I
would find it on a world map on my bedroom wall and stick
a pin in the location never thinking of what I was doing to
the wall!
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It wasn’t until I finished college and moved to
Tallahassee to teach high school, that I got the
urge to get my Amateur License. I attended a
meeting of the local radio club of the time at the
Lafayette Community Center and was able to earn
my Novice license. I recalled my thoughts from
several years earlier:”Why do I have to learn all this
stuff… just to talk on a radio.” I started gathering
several books together and started studying for my
upgrade, and at this time you had to go to an FCC
Testing Session at their office in Jacksonville for
anything above a Novice (the current VE system
wasn’t established.) There were no question pools
to memorize the answers!
It was then that I finally realized - if you really want something like an Amateur License you had to work for it.
No easy way was available to get around studying!

The same thing is true about New Year’s resolutions - it doesn’t do you
any good to make them and then not make the effort to try and complete
them. I know several TARS members that have said they wish they could
get on HF and experience the ability to talk to other Amateurs in different
parts of the world - they just don’t have time to study the material and
review the current question pool. Why not make one of your 2014 New
Year’s resolutions to set aside some time to study for that General or Extra
license. Both the ARRL and W5YI Group have a wide assortment of study
guides, software and audio courses to help you understand the various
topics, FCC regulations, electronics and propagation theories plus all the
other stuff you’ll need to know to help you upgrade. In addition there are a
number of websites that offer similar items and practice tests but may not
have the most up-to-date information.

In the past I’ve mentioned QRZ.com as a very good resource because
they try to stay current with the latest information. Many of the sites on the
internet have outdated question pools and there is no use studying

questions you’ll never see on an exam!
Hopefully when 2014 comes to a close a year from now, both you and I
can say we’ve made a good attempt at completing some of our own New
Year’s resolutions. Hope to hear you on the air in 2014 - possibly with my
new coax connected to my antenna!

Happy New Year to you all – 73!

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net
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by Mike Maynard, K4ICY

To those in-the-know, if there is one ham to go to for Morse code keys that are unique and quite sought after over any other
produced by those 'other companies', Richard Meiss, WB9LPU, is the guy. Often found at his booth at the Dayton Hamfests showing
off and even wearing his wares, he’s not some company rep of a mass-producer of code keys, but is a consummate innovator that has
designed and hand-built countless paddles, straight-keys and semi-automatic bugs - most of which are one-of-a-kind and experimental,
but some he has made in batches. I’ve been fond of these key for years – so here are some great pics!

Each key is painstakingly hewn from small blocks and billets of brass and aluminum using various implementations of shop
machinery. Though, custom-built keys are one thing, each creation has a brilliant design objective employing creative mechanical
methods. As well as looking extremely interesting - they work, sending well timed code with ease of use. One thing to note; Rich has
designed his keys to operate most effectively at around 18 wpm – the reason being; this is his own comfortable sending speed. He
notes they could go faster with minimal tweaking, but he’ll leave that up to some speed demon to test the true limits of his keys.

The clean interaction of each key’s movements would have you think
the laws of physics worked according the imagination of Rich Meiss!
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What really set's Rich's keys apart from rest of the pack is not just
the creative shapes and arrangements of the different components but
the unique technical innovations found nowhere else. First and
foremost; is the use of a pivot ball instead of trunnion bearings or other
traditional methods. With the pivot ball configuration, one or more
large ball-bearings are used to hinge two plates together at a focused
point while allowing for very smooth rotational movement between the
plates. An added value here is that there is a reduction of mechanical
parts and space required for the pivot connections. All you need is
one tensioning spring and screw to hold the components together.

Second, Rich uses magnets! Now small magnets are used in the
keys produced by a few other manufacturers, but Rich brings the use
of magnetics to the next level using the repulsion force of rare-Earth
magnets to propel and balance moving parts of the key. Not only does
using small magnets eliminate the need for springs but allow for
virtually smooth and 'click'-free operation!

Rich Meiss, WB9LPU

Imagine a world where key contacts never oxidize and where
your dits and dahs are never scratchy…
With Rich's keys these issues are things of the past!
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If you thought that the use of magnets for mechanical movements in Rich’s keys was amazing enough, he didn't stop there - he
replaced key contacts with a magnets and reed-switches! On top of that, many of his bugs and paddles have precise adjustable timing
during and between code elements. And where traditional “bugs” only have automatic dits – some of his bugs have automatic dahs!
But this is as far as I'll go in this article, because Rich's
reputation precedes him - and ‘seeing is believing.’ Others have
written about Rich's keys including a major magazine. Consequently,
he also has a vast collection of vintage keys of every variety.
To see his custom keys in action please check out his YouTube
videos page: www.youtube.com/user/wb9lpu. You should also check
out his website: https://sites.google.com/site/wb9lpu/ which is soon to
make way for his new site: http://wb9lpu.com/ which is still under
construction. Also check out http://w1tp.com/mrm.htm for W1TP’s
Museum of Telegraph and Scientific Instruments to find a great article
going into much more detail.
These sites are worth a look!

Rich says that he does make some of
the keys for sale including the TinyBugs,
the Balanced Bugs, the FleaBug and the
RotoBugs, but he is understandably very
backed up - this is a part-time activity for
Rich and he says his progress is not
predictable. If you do see him at Dayton,
stop by and give your eyes and code-fist a
rare treat with his many creations.

73! Mike Maynard,
K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net
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Leon ARES

Be Prepared with the Leon County Amateur Radio Emergency Service

New SEC
Effective Dec 13th, 2013; Steve Szabo, WB4OMM, out of the Daytona Beach area has become the new Section
Emergency Coordinator (SEC). Recently serving SEC, Mike Lee, AA6ML, has been chosen to be the Vice Director of the ARRL SE
Division which includes FL, GA, AL and the Virgin Islands and takes office Jan 1st, 2014 and has subsequently resigned.
You can contact Steve Szabo, WB4OMM, at (386)566-2085; email: sszabo1@cfl.rr.com
Additions
John Reynolds,W4IJJ, newly assigned to the DEC position of the Crown District of the NFL Sec, effective Dec 13th,
2013, has taken over the vacant position. Jason Writtenhouse, KK4OSD, newly assigned to the position of DEC of the East Coast
District of the NFL Sec, effective Dec 16th, 2013, has taken over the vacant position.
Changes
Gerald Dixon, WA6QFC, has resigned from DEC of the West Central District of the NFL Sec, and has become the EC of
Citrus County in the same district (effective Dec 16th, 2013.)
Ed Crowell, W5TWR, resigned from EC of Sumter County in West
Central District and became the new DEC of the West Central District (effective Dec 16th, 2013.) John T. Fleming, W3GQJ, has
been assigned to EC of Sumter County of the West central District (effective Dec 16th, 2013.)
Information provided by: Paul L. Eakin, KJ4G@arrl.org

NFL SM, (850)591-0442

Visit the Leon ARES Wiki for the Updated Emergency Communications Plan
The Leon ARES Emergency Communications Plan outlines procedure, logistics, resources and basic strategy for ARES officials
and Amateur Radio volunteers in our county and surrounding area when our served agencies require communications assistance. Of
particular interest are the included ARES-used repeater frequencies, phone numbers and email listings for ARES officials and served
agencies. Used only as a guideline, it is subject to the conditions of the North Florida ARES Plan, agency MOU’s and State of Florida
Emergency Management protocol. The beauty of this update version of the “Leon Plan” is that it’s an electronic PDF document and
can be updated on a continual basis!
Updates will be available on the Leon County ARES Wiki site and through appropriate releases via the Leon ARES email list. For
enquiries please contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com, or one of the Leon AEC’s.

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – On the “6-5-5”
Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST NOW ON THE 146.655 AE4S repeater. This net is OPEN
TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first. Since a special link will be made with David Miner, W4SKG, via
phone patch, there will be no squelch-tail so please use the pro-sign “Over” to signify end of transmission. This
net focuses on the current issues pertinent to Leon County as well as the Capital Area District, but will move to
ad-hoc topics of interest, particularly EmComm related. Though, this is a directed net, there is a casual
atmosphere geared to foster a spirit of collaboration. Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually net control. See you
Tuesday night!

Leon County ARES Wiki
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site. The
wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public. Information contained within the wiki
can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators. Find information on everything from repeater lists and served
agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for disaster and emergency communication! You can also find the current
Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at: http://www.leoncountyares.org
To join in, just submit your call sign as your log-In and create a password.

Are you interested in ‘EmComm’?

Would you like to use your talents and radio skills to assist Leon county agencies like
LCSO, ARC, and local hospitals when disaster strikes? Consider the rewards of helping save the day… Become an ARES volunteer!

To learn more or to volunteer, contact one of the Leon AEC’s or contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com
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Wednesdays at 8:30 P.M. ON 28.114 Mhz CW

KNOW CODE!
Join the CW Practice Net - Tune In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 – 28.114 CW
The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering running on the Straight Key Century Club’s (SKCC) calling
frequency of 28.114 Mhz in the 10-meter band. Catch folks trying out ‘SLOW CW’ at 5-15 WPM on WEDNESDAY
evenings at 8:30-9:30 PM. Tuesdays and Thursday are great too, and we’ll often be monitoring those nights. The floor is
open and informal so just send your call – no matter how slow! Though we are using the SKCC calling frequency, feel
free to try a paddle, bug, key, MacGyver Style (two wires and a paperclip) or whatever it takes to get on. While you’re on,
learn a thing or two about how to send bad code really “GUD”! CUL, GL ES 73! (See You Later, Good Luck and Best

Regards!)
•

•
•
•

•

The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band)
If QRM, QSY up to 28.120, If an SKCC
member is calling – trade numbers!
The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm)
Nights: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Mode: CW, Speed: 15 WPM and Below
Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater

Resource Links

Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC, many
hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW. All they may
need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ where they don’t have to worry about speed
and accuracy – a place to learn those things through experience and
practice. And learn how to QSO too! Don’t be afraid to dip your toes
in the water – Elmers are here to help you learn to swim.

Internet Links of Interest to Hams

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net

Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com

Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

Podcasts

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
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Regional Clubs & Organizations
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Morningside Methodist Church, 2007 Smith

Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

South West GA ARES Net – 9 pm every Thursday night, 145.170 Repeater, - offset, 141.3 PL tone.
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

TAMPA AND COCOA BEACH - TWO NEW TOWERS NOW ONLINE!
The “SARNet,” or Statewide Amateur Radio Network, is a new linked repeater system positioned throughout greater Florida
utilizing the hardened, virtually stormproof and self-sustaining microwave communications infrastructure of the state DOT. Seven
Amateur Radio repeater sites are already on-line and in operation with another six sites proposed or in the construction process!

Tampa (442.850/146.2pl)
and Cocoa Beach
(444.650/107.3pl) are
now online to serve the
Amateur Radio
community throughout
Florida. Any and all
hams are encouraged to
use the network!
In our area, just use the
Tallahassee
(442.100/94.8pl)
repeater. The Madison
(444.200/94.8) will soon
be on-line. As this is a
“linked” system, each
ham must take extra
consideration and
expected courtesy in
operation as this is
essentially a super-sized
repeater including many
populated areas of
Florida. Each tower
must be given a few
seconds to identify.
For frequencies and
locations, note this map
or see the Repeater List
on the following page.
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Repeaters

Capital Area Region

Output
Freq

PL

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

400

Unk

147.390 +

94.8

300

WX4JEF

Unk

145.430 -

94.8

Unk

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

600

Location

County

Call Sign

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Greensboro

Gadsden

K4GFD

Monticello

Jefferson

Quincy

Backup
Power

Digital
Mode

P-25

Aux or Remote Site

Height

Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SAR Net) links with:
Aspalaga 444.975 / 94.8
Madison 444.300 / 94.8
Lake City 444.900 / 110.9
Gainesville 444.925 / 123.0 ocs
Yulee 442.900 / 127.3
Jacksonville 444.200 / 127.3
Flagler 443.150 (TBD)
Orlando 442.875 / DCS 411
Cocoa Beach 444.650 / 107.2
Tampa 442.850 FB2 / 146.2
Stuart FB2 (TBD)
Ft. Lauderdale 442.850 / 110.9
[Gray = Proposed / To Be Constr.]

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

275

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

TMH (200)

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Reno

Georgia

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

575

Host of Echolink Node #3950

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).
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Regional Nets

North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open)
Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)
Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net

Daily • 9:00 AM EST

3950 kHz

except Sunday

Sunday • 7:30 PM EST
Sunday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Daily • 6:55 AM EST
Daily • Noon EST
Daily • 7:30 PM EST
Thursday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM EST
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST
Third Thursday
7:30 PM EST

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
+ 600, 94.8

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
146.655 MHz, AE4S
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)

(or after GA SSB Net)

SKYWARN NET (See below)

First Sunday
7:30 PM EST

WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours)
EST. The net starts at 3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade
R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues
there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz repeater, the weekly Capital Area
ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us
to provide a retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief
seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an
ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your emergency-ready HF station.

th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events of Interest • Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ

Contest and QSO Parties

3 Jan

0700Z – 2359Z Jan 4 TARS Hernando DeSoto Special Event

01 Jan
03 Jan
04 Jan
11 Jan
11 Jan
17 Jan
18 Jan
24 Jan

0200Z 0230Z 1800Z 1200Z -

0330Z
0300Z
2400Z, Jan 5
2359Z, Jan 12

1900z - 0359Z, Jan 19
1800Z - 0600Z, Jan 19
2200Z - 2159Z, Jan 26

QRP Fox Hunt (also 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 31)
NCCC Sprint Ladder (also 10, 17, 24, 31)
ARRL RTTY Roundup
MI QRP January CW Contest
11 North American QSO Party, CW
ARRL January VHF Contest
North American QSO Party, SSB
CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW

http://k4tlh.net
http://www.qrpfoxhunt.org/winter_rules.htm
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.arrl.org//rtty-roundup
http://www.qsl.net/miqrpclub/contest.html
http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php
http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php
http://www.cq160.com/rules.htm

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source” QST & WA7BMW
DX
From

To

01-May 30-Apr
01-Nov 31-Mar
01-Nov 31-May
01-Nov 28-Feb
01-Dec 31-Jan
01-Dec 01-Feb
01-Dec 28-Feb
15-Dec 15-Mar
21-Dec 10-Jan
28-Dec 4-Jan
31-Dec 23-Feb
01-Jan 31-Jan
01-Jan 31-Jan
01-Jan 05-Jan
02-Jan 07-Jan
02-Jan 30-Jan
02-Jan 18-Jan
03-Jan 21-Jan
03-Jan 31-Jan
05-Jan ???
08-Jan ???
09-Jan 14-Jan
11-Jan 12-Jan
11-Jan 19-Jan
13-Jan 19-Jan
15-Jan 16-Jan
16-Jan 27-Jan
17-Jan 18-Jan
17-Jan 29-Jan
18-Jan 22-Jan
18-Jan 23-Jan
20-Jan 02-Feb
21-Jan 21-Jan
24-Jan 10-Feb
25-Jan 26-Jan
26-Jan 28-Feb

+ more than 1 operator/call

Prefix

Call

Info

ZS8
KC4
OD
YV0
9L
KC4
YV0
KC4
H40
JA
9M2
C6A
OZ
V5
1A
CE
V5
6W
6W
VP2M
P29
XU
FM
ZF
FM
J7
3W
FG
PJ2
VP2M
ZF
FG
V2
FT5Z
PJ2
XT

ZS8C, ZS8Z
RI1ANR
OD5/EA1CYK
http://www.avesisland.info/
YW0A (NA-020)
9L1BXU
RI1ANC
http://www.clublog.org/charts/?c=RI1ANC
YW0A (NA-020)
http://www.avesisland.info/
RI1ANT
H40FN
JI3DST/6 (AS-049)
9M2MRS (AS-015)
C6A/9H5G
5P14EHC
V5/DH3WO
1A0KM
CE2/YV5IAL
V5/DJ2BQ, V5/DL9NDS
6W7SK
6W7SK
VP2MTK
P29NO
XU7AEU
FM/SP3IPB, FM/SP7VC, FM/SQ7OYL
ZF2PG
TO3JA
J79PB, J79VC
XV2E or XV2JJ
FG/SP3IPB, FG/SP7VC,FG/SQ7OYL
PJ2/K8ND
VP2MPG, VP2MTK
ZF2FU, ZF2JS, ZF2KO
TO8UFT
V26/SP3IPB, V26/SP7VC
FT5ZM
PJ2T
XT2AW

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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The Amateur’s Code

Written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Progressive with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station
and operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for the interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, job, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

See Mike, K4ICY’s, article
in this edition for links and
more great pics of his many
custom-built keys!

The RotoBug Number Six

By Richard Meiss, WB9LPU
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.

You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is
all that is required.
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year
($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues become $7.50. After September,
they drop to $5.00.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127,
Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format.
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization.
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