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The Next TARS Meeting  -  Thursday, July 10
th

  

7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross - 1115 Easterwood Drive 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month. 

Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8) 

       Join us the night of the second Thursday on July 10
th

, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the American Red Cross as we host Mac Kemp from Leon County EMS 
where he'll discuss Tallahassee’s Honor Flight Program for local-area World 
War II veterans.  The program flies these vets, at no expense, to Washington, 
D.C. for a one-day tour of the National World War II Memorial and other 
Memorials on the Mall.  Volunteers are needed to escort the vets and must 
pay for their own tickets which are at a discounted rate.  The Honor Flight 
Group usually leaves early in the morning, and returns home in the evening.  
Many of our very own grandfathers, fathers and uncles have paid the price of 
service and life for our country in World War II, so Mac's presentation on 
what’s being done at the local level to honor those of the "Greatest 
Generation" should be very interesting.  - see you all there!  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Upcoming Events   Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information 

 
JULY 
 
July 10 (2

nd
 Thursday) 

- TARS Meeting – 
 
 

 
 AUGUST 
 
August 5 (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
 
August 7 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 
August 23 (Saturday) 
Extra Exam Prep Class 

 
SEPTEMBER 
 
September 4 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 

 
OCTOBER 
 
October 2 (Thursday) 
- TARS Meeting – 
 
October 7 (Tuesday) 
-  VE Testing  - 
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From The President 

 

       I am writing this prior to Field Day so I can only hope that the year’s biggest event comes off without 

Murphy paying us a visit!  Of all the events that I’ve planned or worked on I’ve never been involved in Field Day 

more than I have this year.  It is not a hard job but you do have to stay on top of the many tasks and keep 

remembering that the little ones will become the major items at the last moment.  With four days to go I think I 

have it well in hand!  We’ll see. 

       My sister came to town this past weekend.  We haven’t seen each other for the past eleven years.  We 

keep in touch via phone calls and emails but getting together just hasn’t happened.  She lives in Las Vegas 

and her kids all live there or in California and our kids lived in the Eastern half of the US.  So unless it’s a major 

event we just haven’t connected.  I bring this up because she and her husband have an RV, and while in 

Tallahassee stayed at the Tallahassee RV Park.  Their neighbors were Davis, AE4K, and Linda, KJ4SNV, who 

are neighbors to Carl, NN5I.   I have been told we’re going west next year! 

       The World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC) will take place from July 8th to 14th.  The actual 

competition will take place during the International Amateur Radio Union’s (IARU) contest from 1200Z on July 

12th to 1200Z on July 13th.  The WRTC is the “Olympics” of Amateur Radio and is a competition between 59 

two-person teams of operators coming together from around the world.  This year the event will take place in 

the Boston area.  Past events have taken place in Brazil, Japan, Russia, and in Seattle.  Each of the 59 

stations have exactly the same setup, and even the locations have been checked to insure that no team has 

an advantage because of better operating conditions.  Stations will be assigned “1X1” call signs.  As in other 

contests, the goal is to make as many contacts as possible within a 24-hour period. 

       How can you participate?  Because the competition coincides with the IARU contest you can contact the 

59 WRTC teams as you make contact with the other stations participating in the IARU contest.  There are even 

awards for your participation.  For information on WRTC visit www.wrtc2014.org.  For information on the IARU 

contest visit www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship.  If you read the rules and still have questions, I will devote a 

few minutes at our July meeting to answer them.        

       If you are planning attending the TARS  Extra  Review  Class 

on August 23rd, please let me know so that I can track the number 

of members interested in upgrading. 

 

 

73,  Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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Circuit Traces    News and General Items of Interest  

 

The Joys of Field Day 
This Year’s TARS Field Day Event Was Well Worth the Visit 

 

On June 28
th
, dozens of radio 

Amateurs gathered in a small 

wooded clearing in Tom Brown 

Park in Tallahassee to embrace 

the many joys of their hobby.  The 

weather man promised a hot and 

windless day without the relief of 

rain, but here we were, set up at a 

great new location planned for the 

annual ARRL/TARS Field Day 

Event. Our club has operated 

from the park before, but at lesser 

agreeable sites.     This year’s site  

 

was situated on top of a picturesque hillside away from the interference of power line noise, there were plenty of tall trees 

and there was room to spare.  Our only neighbors were tennis players and “Frisbee Golf” enthusiasts. 

        

       This year, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, our club president, took to the task of organizing the event and many of our 

members rounded up help and secured crucial details months in advance. Their work certainly paid off as hams 

wondering onto the site were greeted with an awesome display of emergency communications ability.  The RV's were in 

place and well air-conditioned and hams throughout the morning took time to, launch and erect various antennas, 

connecting radios and assembling the needed accessories necessary to get their Field Day stations on the air. 

 

        Thanks to the PIO, Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ's media 

tip-off, All one had to do was read Thursday's 

Tallahassee Democrat or tune into Saturday morning’s 

newscast on WCTV Channel 6 to learn of TARS's Field 

Day Event.  Gerry, WA6POZ and Chief, KA5USN, did a 

masterful job explaining our purposes.  Did it work? 

(Should Gerry have worn shorts on television?)  We 

appeared to have a record number of visitors this year 

with at least 40 hams on site at any time with folks we've 

never seen before walking up from the park or driving in.  

This location was definitely a prime one and once they 

arrived, were given excellent guidance by Phil Ashler, 

N4IPH, trying radio, for perhaps the first time, at his Get 

On The Air (GOTA) station.  They were also able to tour 

the many other attractions on hand including the various 

stations, modes and activities.  Included amongst the 

visitors were a handful of college youth from FSU whom 

were a part of an emergency preparedness program, 

and ham radio certainly fit the bill! 

 

       With any successful Field Day there should always be various important educational sessions to attend.  These do 

bring in Field Day points for TARS, but more importantly, they offer great mentoring opportunities.  Stan, K4SBZ, hosted a  
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simple primer on contest strategy and station 

operation while Dave Davis, WA4WES, 

hosted his ever-popular antenna-building 

class, where EVERYONE who attended 

walked away with a free (and working) 2-

meter antenna - plus added experience in 

soldering!  The traditional ARRL VE testing 

session was also held with at least eight 

applicants all walking away with either new 

Amateur Technician license CSCE's or 

upgrading to a higher class.  Nothing beats 

the satisfaction and feeling of promise a new 

ham gets once earning their ticket on the 

greatest ham radio day of the year. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

       Any visitor to this year's site certainly 

had a lot to choose from in the form of 

operating modes and the equipment to 

make it all work, including, Phone, CW 

(Morse code,) UHF/VHF (6 and 2 meters,) 

Digital, Satellite, Solar-Powered and 

additional awe-inspiring offerings offered by 

other visitors.  There were beam antennas 

held up by impressive crank-up towers and 

dipoles   of   various   types  deployed like  a  

 

 

 

 

spider’s web throughout the site's various tree-

tops using air-propelled tennis ball launchers.  

Each respective station was setup within their 

shelters ready for action with various types of 

radios, logging computers and other station 

goodies. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

What Field Day would be complete without the 

promise of food?  Thanks to gracious volunteers, 

our hungry hams on-site were treated to grilled 

cheeseburgers and hotdogs with all the trimmings -  
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the aromas of charred goodness must have made the other 

park patrons jealous!  Lunch was also provided with a 

plentiful array of Subway
®
 sandwiches.  And what ham could 

resist the charms of doughnuts and cookies?  ...Radio fuel! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speaking of fuel, a large club effort like Field Day 

could not come to pass without the kind financial and 

logistical support of its patrons and volunteers.  Our 

trusted “go-to” TARS members; Norm Scholer, K4GFD, 

Randy Pierce, AG5UU, Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, and 

Johnathan Liedy, KK4JWK, are to be commended for 

providing the much needed shelters and other supplies.  

 

 

 

       Gasoline was kindly donated along with 

generators to keep us operational on 100% 

emergency power through the event’s duration, 

and the City of Tallahassee Parks and 

Recreation Department was gracious in allowing 

us use of the site for the weekend.  The 

'collection plate' was passed around to accept 

donations which are so important; otherwise, 

needed funds would be taken from TARS's bank 

account.  By the way, you are still encouraged 

(even after the fact) to consider monetary 

donations to TARS to help defray Field Day 

costs.  Please see Norm, K4GFD, our new 

Treasurer at the next meeting. 

 

  

 

 

 

       2:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon is 

when TARS gets down to business and 

the excitement of participating in the 

nation's largest radio-sport contest 

begins.  Even though this is not an 

"official" ARRL contest, it is generally 

accepted to be one, and that gets an 

operator’s adrenaline pumping.  There 

would be an ample 24 hours to work the 
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“hot seat,” so TARS, in the 

true spirit of the “Elmer-ing” 

or radio mentoring, started 

things off casual.  Non-

hams, new hams and those 

hams with little or no HF 

experience were given the 

helm first, and coached with 

friendly guidance and 

instruction on operation and 

contest skill. One young 

man, the age of 16, brought 

in by his father, a new 

General licensee, got to 

experience ham radio in 

action for the first time.  A 

visiting college student was 

treated like a guest of honor 

as she “surfed the waves” 

of the ionosphere for the 

first time – making around 

20 contacts!  And a pilot 

expertly put his control-

tower communications 

experience to use, racking 

in scores of contacts. 

 

 

       While either "Searching and Pouncing" or "Running a Pile-up" each station operator had something great to bring to 

the table.  Thanks to Ted Zateslo, W1XO, Steve Welsh, AD4E, and the other hams involved with the CW Station - these 

expert telegraphers graciously provided the equipment to bring in the lion's-share of Field Day contacts.  Thanks to Jeff 

Lockwood, N4TML, for demonstrating an all-solar HF station, guaranteed to be the "go-to" station when all-else fails and 

commercial-power is gone in an emergency.  Thanks to Tom Brooks, K4TB, for trying to catch the "birds" with his 

impressive Satellite station.  Amateur satellite communications is one of the hobby's more fascinating aspects and was a 

nice attraction at out Field Day. And many thanks to Ivan Cook, W4FWL, Nirmal Singh, KE4URL, and other operators for 

their VHF/UHF and digital activities. 

 

       After all was said and done and the long-haul through the night hours was made, our Field Day site was 

disassembled and packed up neatly, leaving the Park just the way we found it.  Just about everyone asked said this was a 

great Field Day; one of the best for sure!  Though, our point spread was considerably modest compared to years past; 

with at least 580 for Phone contacts and 750 for CW, surely the success of this year's TARS Field Day Event was evident 

in its quality, especially in the attention paid to the new and non-hams.  Hopefully, the city may grace us with another stay 

at its premier park facility and we retain the advantage of a prime operating spot. 

 

       Many local hams are already thinking about next year's visit!  And why not?  

Field Day offers TARS members a rare chance to all come together for the 

enjoyment of their hobby – not just to talk business.  What other event besides 

Field Day brings our long-lost cousins of the air-waves out of the woodwork for 

a family reunion like no other?  How often do you get to talk to Junior Lolley, 

KG4ITD in person?  73 - We’ll see you all at next year’s Field Day! 

 
 

(submitted by Mike Maynard, K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net) 
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Additional Bits… 

Extra Class Licensing Prep-Course Scheduled for Saturday, August 23
rd

 

       If you are considering an upgrade to an Extra Class Amateur Radio license, TARS is offering a little ‘boost’ to help 

you reach your goal.  A preparatory overview class for the Extra syllabus will be held on Saturday, August 23
rd

 at the 

American Red Cross facility.  Times and status of the planned class will be announced by July’s meeting and you still 

have time to purchase and study through one of the Extra Class study manuals.  Remember – the class will only be a 

review.  Once you’ve earned your Extra ‘ticket’ the world of HF DX is greatly enhanced.  For more information on the 

Extra prep class, contact Phil Ashler, N4IPH at: philashler@comcast.net  

Tars Elections
 

       At the June 5
th 

meeting, the 2014-2015 slate of club officers was expediently and unanimously passed.  Gerry Gross, 

WA6POZ, will retain his post as President for another year and “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN takes on the role of Vice 

President.  Chief will be adding the duty of lining up programs and speakers for the TARS business meetings which 

follows in-line with his responsibilities as Events Director.  Please consider offing assistance to Chief by making 

suggestions on speakers, topics and activities for TARS meetings and events.  Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP, retains his role as 

TARS Secretary, in charge of recording meeting minutes as well as keeping historical records for the club.  Norm Scholer, 

K4GFD, will now serve as the new TARS Treasurer in charge of club finances, payments and dues collections.   

 

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!    Get Licensed – Get Upgraded 

 

 

 TARS – ARRL:    AUGUST 5
th

 at 7 p.m. 
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of Tuesday, August 5

th
, 

 
at The 

American Red Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically 
starts at 7:00 p.m.  Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check. 
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net  for more details. 
 
TARC – W5YI Group:   Please Contact TARC To Schedule 
Offering a test session once a month on the third Saturday of each month (July 19

th
) at 10:00 a.m. at 

the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA.  The cost is $14 and 
two forms of ID are required, one with a picture.  Children require a SSN to process.  Test sessions 
may require forward notice of attendance! For inquiries please contact: 
TARC Vice President  - John Swicord, KE4RWR jswicord@bellsouth.net  
For general information and updates please visit:  http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
 

 

TARS Officers    

 
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ 
President 
WA6POZ@arrl.net  

 
Phil “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN  
Vice President 

ka5usn@hotmail.com  

 
Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP 
Secretary 
brady.lyon@gmail.com  

 
Norm Scholer, K4GFD 
Treasurer 
k4gfd@tds.net   

 

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions and lend a hand in the many TARS radio events. 

TARS appreciates your support! 

TARS Committees: 
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU 
     Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ 
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant 
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG 

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E 
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH 
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT 
 
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN 

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ 

  • Webmaster: Chris Evelo, KK4ZTO 

  • FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /… 

  • Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY 
      k4icy@arrl.net 
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Hamified History    Submitted by Art Marshall, W1FJI 

 
 

       The earliest radio amateurs were often in their teens, and they also had to build most of their transmitting and receiving equipment 

themselves. The reference to "bits of arc-light carbons, with ordinary sewing needles laid across them" is a description of a "loose-

contact" receiver, while the "acid receiver" refers to a more sensitive receiver introduced later which had been developed by Reginald 

Fessenden.  But both would soon be supplanted by introduction of crystal detectors, which were more sensitive and reliable. 

I hope you will find the following article as interesting as I did.  73, Art Marshall, W1FJI   …dit  dit 

 

Wireless  Station  in  Henhouse 

By  M.  W.  Hall 

Published in Technical World Magazine, September, 1906, pages 62-63. 

 

       While, to the layman, deep mystery surrounds wireless telegraphy, a dozen Newport, R.I., lads are running practical 

plants (radio stations) of their own manufacture. Some of the boys are high school students, but the more ingenious 

electricians do not boast such extensive learning. The two showing the best working plants, in fact, are but sixteen years of 

age and belong to families that can ill afford to spend money for whims. Hence equipment that had to be purchased at 

market prices is a rarity with them. 

       Still, with this difficulty facing them, their 

plants have been developed and proved to be of 

such practical value that the attention of the Navy 

Department has been attracted to them, because of 

their ability to cause serious interference with the 

powerful plant at the U. S. Torpedo Station, which 

has cost thousands of dollars to install and is 

costing hundreds of dollars each month to operate.  

The boys are not inventors, perhaps, but they show 

inventive genius in manipulating such defective 

equipment as they are able to secure, either by 

manufacture or purchase.  

 

       Their crude plants have been inspected and 

reported upon by Commander Albert C. Gleaves, 

U. S, N., of the Torpedo station. His report to 

Washington speaks of the boys as most ingenious in 

their work. They have proved conclusively that 

fairly effective wireless outfits may be made to sell 

for not more than $50, with good profit to 

manufacturers;  that small, as well as larger vessels  

 
 

Lloyd Manuel and His Station 

may have wireless outfits, if they can afford operators; that, on shore, the army and civilians may make use of the wireless 

means of communication, where the cost of the construction of pole lines has been considered too great for the service 

desired. 

       Aside from the fact that the boys have set up plants which send, as well as receive, the ingenuity which they have 

shown is, perhaps, the most interesting part of their work.  For tuning coils, glass jars, mailing tubes or even curtain rollers, 

wound with wire, with a sliding contact, have been made to serve.  For receivers, bits of arc-light carbons, with ordinary 

sewing needles laid across them, have rendered effective service, though a more sensitive one and one less troublesome 

when constructed is the acid receiver, which they have now introduced. 
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Charles Fielding, Jr. 

 

       They take an incandescent electric lamp socket, fix it to a 

table and connect with the outer pole, then take a lamp, 

preferably of the long finger type, cut off the upper end and 

remove the carbon, but leave the platinum wires. Then they pour 

in nitric acid, adjust another platinum wire from the top, and seal 

up the tube. This done, they have only to make their connections, 

listen at their telephone receiver and catch the wireless talk, 

provided that the wave detector is properly adjusted and the rest 

of the apparatus in proper order. 

 

       While most of the boys are obliged to hold the instrument to 

their ears while receiving, one of them has arrived at the stage 

where his receiver is audible in all parts of the room. An old 

telegraph key connected with a spark coil, sometimes with a 

spark thrown between two nails driven into a board, serves as a 

sending apparatus in lieu of something more elaborate. 

 

       Thus far the boys have not been able to send more than two 

or three miles, but they have received messages sent at a 

distance of forty miles. They are increasing their sending powers 

and hope, at no distant day, to have plants as powerful as those 

operated on the Fall River steamers. 

 

 

 

       The two boys who lead the 

others in the eyes of the professional 

operators are Charles Fielding, Jr., 

a Postal Telegraph messenger boy, 

and Lloyd Manuel, who spends most 

of his time in his station, which was, 

until recently, a hen house. It is to 

these two that the other boys go, 

when in need of technical advice. 

They read all the wireless literature 

that they can lay their hands on and 

are well versed in the history and 

construction of the several systems. 

 

       For some time the families of 

the young experimenters looked 

askance at the work they were 

doing. But when the attention of the 

government  experts  was  attracted, 

 
 

Charles Fielding’s “Wireless Telegraph” Apparatus 

 

their elder relatives decided that possibly, after all, the boys were not entirely wasting their time. Both young Fielding and 

Manuel are devoting their best energies to the attempt to discover improvements on the present apparatus. 

       Neither of them has any desire to work as a wireless operator for more than a few months. Their ambition is more 

soaring than that. By making some invention of importance to the art, each of them expects, to reach not only fame, but 

wealth. Their future careers will be watched with great interest by many people who like to see boys display energy, 

enthusiasm and ingenuity. 

 

You can contact Art Marshall, W1FJI, at  w1fji55@centurylink.net  
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Improving Your Public-Service Operating Skills   By Phil Ashler, N4IPH 

 

       How many of us have taken part in real-life public service events utilizing our communications 

skills as Amateur Radio operators?  How many of us have ever had to serve as emergency 

communicators within a disaster-affected area (either local or out of state,) quickly setting up a radio 

link to pass crucial messages and other emergency traffic pertaining to the situation?  Rick Palm, 

K1CE, has a very good article in the July 2014 issue of QST “Honing Skills Sets for Public Service 

Operators” and how to improve your skills using some of the ARRL contests and other related 

events.  Rick points out that “traditionally, public service communicators turned to local simulated 

emergency tests and drills sponsored by clubs, various agencies and ARES for skill development.”  

”Daily and weekly nets also offer good practice for message handling which can be stressful in 

actual field conditions.”  Rick suggests some additional opportunities for helping us become even 

better operators and more valuable during public service events. 

 

 

        Rick’s first suggestion is to “try contesting.”  The ARRL sponsors 19 on-the-air contests each year 

(check the ARRL website’s Contest Calendar.)  Other groups sponsor contests almost every week 

utilizing a variety of modes and frequencies.  One of my favorite websites for checking the current and 

upcoming contests is http://www.contesting.com/.  If you are new to contesting you might want to check 

out the two articles listed under their top heading “New To Contesting?”; “What preparation do you do?”  

and “30 Contest Tips.” The sidebar provides links to a variety of resources, announcements and scheduled contests.  It has a straight 

forward grid showing the contests for the upcoming week and links to the left providing the sponsor, frequencies, modes, exchanges 

and contact information. 

Rick mentions that “contesting involves the same type of skills necessary for proper 

message handling…   100% accuracy or the contact doesn’t count!”   The message has to 

 

to get through despite static, poor propagation, QRM, QRN, overlapping stations, limited coverage of portable repeaters, 

and etc.  You have to be familiar with your equipment, how to change frequencies, modes and other controls on your rig.  

You should also log your contacts, either by computer or paper so you can tally your final score after the contest. In 

addition to contests there are a number of special event stations that are available on the HF bands - especially on week- 

 

ends. Many offer special QSL cards and colorful certificates, many of which are sent by e-mail, eliminating the need for postage or 

SASEs.  Currently there are several “D-Day” 70
th
 anniversary stations on from France and Canada. 

        Once you get familiar with contesting the next step is working DX.  Like contesting,”DX-ing” is 

conducted on all bands utilizing just about all modes with similar challenges but the main difference 

is that contests are generally only scheduled for one or two day durations.  There is no real 

schedule for DX - which in essence is a 24/7/365 event!  Some DX stations plan for years, gather 

their equipment then head for various remote areas of the world where they may end up staying for 

a week, a month, or longer.  With multiple operators they can supply an once-in-a-lifetime contact 

experience from a remote deserted island or tropical atoll for Amateurs around the world.  Trying to 

work one of these “DX-peditions,” making your way through what is literally a “pile up” not only 

takes all of you communications skill but every ounce of concentration and perseverance.  

Remember: everyone is trying to make that contact! 

 

       Looking for DX?  You might want to start with DX Zone’s Contesting Calendars at: 

http://www.dxzone.com/catalog/Contesting/Calendars/  to find some of the more popular 

stations.  DX Zone (http://www.dxzone.com/) provides an extensive resource guide for 

Amateur Radio.  If you are lucky, you may have the opportunity to participate in one of 

the DX-peditions as several members of TARS have done in the past year or so.  

Nothing beats the thrill of working a remote DX operation and hearing them come back 

saying “you have a 5/9+ signal!” 

 

 

  

       The major event Rick, K1CE, 

mentions in the column is the annual 

ARRL Field Day exercise always 

held  the  fourth  weekend  of  June.  
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[Hope you got to visit the TARS Field Day site this year! – ed]  This is the event where everyone packs up their gear and heads to a 

field, local park, church or municipal location to spend 24 consecutive hours (on emergency power only) making as many contacts as 

possible showing the public what we do.  Field Day gives non-Amateurs a chance to “Get On The Air,” while the Amateurs are 

experimenting with different antennas, constructing simple projects, and naturally enjoying some good food. 

        In addition to all the fun, we have a chance to practice our operating skills under less-

than-favorable situations and hopefully, in the bargain, interest others to join our hobby.  

The variety of opportunities at Field Day provide some of the best experience we hams can  

 

 get to assist us in future public service events, including skills in getting stations on the air in a short 

period of time, constructing portable antennas, as well as passing radiograms, and keeping accurate 

logs of the contacts. 

 

  

      There are also chances to try out some of the modes we don’t normally use at our home stations. 

 

 Not many of us communicate via satellites but we have several people in the club that come out each year and provide that 

opportunity.   It may not have the high  number of contacts that a HF station might work but you have to know when and where 

where to point that antenna to make several contacts in just a few minutes, and then wait until the next one passes in range.  There is 

also a chance to operate some of the digital modes including CW and PSK31 which are effective means of passing messages and 

other information.  Have you tried these modes? PSK31 has been around for a number of years, and CW (Morse Code) was the 

original mode of all modes! 

        Throughout the year various Amateur Radio clubs sponsor state QSO 

parties which are less formal than the contests and even Field Day but can still 

help develop our communications skills.  Usually a group of Amateurs within a 

particular state gather together to cement relationships and become familiar with 

each other’s operating skills.  When their assistance is needed they would have 

already have had a chance to  work together.    In addition,  they can take time to  

 

talk to Amateurs outside their home states.  In this less-formal atmosphere, operators can discuss the capabilities of their equipment 

and antennas, and which modes they prefer to use in the event of a public service situation. 

        A little closer to home is the SKYWARN Recognition Day in December of each year.  Sponsored by 

the ARRL and the National Weather Service, local Amateurs have the opportunity to visit the NWS 

facility in their communities and discuss how the two groups can work together when severe weather 

strikes such as a hurricane, tornado, or damaging thunderstorm.  Since Amateurs are usually scattered 

throughout a community and have access to more various means of communications at hand they can 

effectively be the eyes and ears for local meteorologists.  Most local communications related to weather 

conditions is more likely done on VHF and UHF, but if the range needs to be extended in the wake of a 

communications disaster, then we have the option to use HF. 

 
  

       In the Florida area Amateur Radio 

operators have access to the new 

SARnet,  a network of linked UHF 

repeaters which can not only serve as 

an  emergency  communications  back- 

 

bone but as a “watering hole” for  general use by Amateurs throughout 

the state. You can read about the technology and the reasoning for the 

development of the project at the SARnet homepage: 

http://www.sarnetfl.com/  Check the site often for updates and changes 

on new repeaters and for a handy repeater location map.  All hams are 

encouraged to exercise this system, and you can make a lot of new 

friends in the process. Remember, when you are on the SARnet all 

repeaters link into the system are carrying your transmission 

throughout the state. 

 

 

         As Rick Palm, K1CE, mentions at the end of his article Try Something New: ”try new bands, new modes, new antennas. Chase 

some DX and set some time to work a contest ...all of these will make you a more valuable Public Service Communicator. 

 

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net  
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Minutes   on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – June 5
th

, 2014  

 

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP – TARS Secretary 

The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on June 5, 2014. 

CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m. 

President Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, called the meeting to order welcoming the 39 people who attended. The officer 

elections took place. All previous nominations (Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, for president, Phillip "Chief" Fusilier, KA5USN, for 

vice president, Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP, for secretary and Norm Scholer, K4GFD, for treasurer) were unanimously elected. 

Guests - Dylan Dudwill, Richard Hamilton KM4BRR, Donnie Parks, KB4CRL, Dave Gates AG4K. New members voted in. 

Chief introduced Alex Lamers with the National Weather Service in Tallahassee.  He gave a presentation on the 

upcoming Hurricane Season.  Mr. Lamers talked about some of the expectations for this year, the history of storms in 

Florida and about what can be done to assist with damage reporting.  The information included some of the following 

points: the outlook for this year for hurricane formation and landfall is below average; however, concerns about flooding 

have been increased because the water table is high.  It has been nine years since last hurricane with impact potential 

through our area.  Reports including rainfall amounts and rates or branches down etc. can be made at 850-942-8833 or 

submit storm reports via link on the left side of the weather.gov/tallahassee website. 

Repeaters:  Randy Pierce, AG4UU: information on repeater status in our area was discuss as well as new site soon 

online for the SARnet system.  The National Hurricane Center test is coming up. The Blairstone Rd. repeater site’s 

construction is also coming up. The “147.0” machine may be moved. 

Education: There is an Extra license overview class scheduled for August 23
rd

 at the ARC, which is the 3
rd

 Saturday of 

the month. During Field Day Dave Davis, WA4WES, will conduct an antenna class and Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, will also 

hold an operating class. 

Testing: - Seven people tested at the last testing session on June 3
rd

 with 5 new Technicians, 2 Generals and 1 Extra.  

Treasury: Nick Adams W4EAF, Treasurer $187.50 in 38 out and $22 donated. $20.50 from the Sportsman's Paradise 

Radio Club. $2,875.54 in bank. 

New Business - The “104” tower needs engineering documentation to potentially move the 147.000 machine to 1000' - 

motion and second unanimous vote. 

- July’s meeting will be held on July 10
th
 a week later due to the holiday. 

- Low band radios available from TARS for new hams upon club approval. Further discussion during July’s meeting. 

- Norm Scholer, K4GFD, will move the TARS ambulance to his property for storage until salvage work can be performed 

on it. 

Open discussion 

 

- Please send program ideas to Chief. 

- The club may have the potential to submit the newsletter for a radio magazine contest. 

Old Business 

- Generators for Field Day are squared away 

- Ivan Cook, W4FWL, volunteered to be the station captain for 6M station at Field Day. 

Adjournment at 9:00 pm.  
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TARS Treasurer’s Report   for June 2014  

 
 
Submitted by Norm Scholer, K4GFD – TARS Treasurer 

 

Beginning Balances – May 18, 2014 

 

Checking Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

 

Summary of Month’s Activities: 

 

Total receipts for the month: 

Total Expenses for the month: 

 

Receipts Derived From: 

 

Member Dues: 

50/50 Raffle 

Member Donations: 

Sale of TARS Trailer     

Total: 

 

Expenditures: 

 

Talquin Electric 

Randy Pierce 

 

 

 

Outstanding Expenses: 

 

  

 

Ending Balances – June 17, 2014 

 

                                        Checking Account: 

Savings Account: 

Total: 

 

  

 

 

$  1,783.90 

1,091.64  

2,875.54   

 

 

  

$    942.00 

       84.30 

   

 

 

  $   105.00 

$     27.00   

$   110.00 

   $   700.00  

 $  942.00    

   

 

 

$     37.52  

$     46.78 

 

 

 

NONE 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 1,641.60 

$ 2,091.64 

$ 3,733.24 

  

 Members renewed or joined since last report. 

 

• 6 Individuals 
• 1 Family memberships 
• 1 Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                             

Electricity for Wakulla County Repeater Site  

 “.03” Repeater - Shack Misc. Electrical Parts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moved $1000.00 from Checking to Saving 

 

Support TARS! 
Did you know that most of TARS’s funding comes from donations?  

       Repeaters don’t grow on trees!  For all you new guys in the club, you may not have known that these great repeaters 

all over the place that allow your $40 Chinese HT to connect from seemingly everywhere are neither easy to maintain or 

easy to pay for.  Tower-climbing fees alone would eat up everything in TARS’s accounts.  The machines are quite 

expensive and the cabling to get from the box to the antenna hundreds of feet up cost $$ per foot!  Then there’s the utility 

bill… We’ll, you’re certainly encouraged to use and enjoy the local repeaters, because kind benefactors donate equipment 

and flip the bill for installation and maintenance costs behind the scenes.  You have them to thank.  You too can 

contribute and it’s easy!  Just talk to Norm, K4GFD, the TARS Treasurer, and throw in a few bucks for the effort – or heck, 

get generous and write TARS a nice tax-deductible check.  TARS really thanks you for your continued support! 
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Media Resources   Submit to The Printed Circuit! 

 

 Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH

 Anywhere in the world you can learn of TARS events, pass information and ask question via Facebook. 
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse. 
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club. 
 

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH  and  http://k4tlh.net/  
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com  

   

Past Newsletter Articles Available at K4TLH.net 

http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/   Clicking on this link gives you easy access to past newsletter articles!. 
The Index of Newsletter Articles contains a table of article titles grouped by subject category with a quick and easy link to the 
newsletter PDF document and page containing the article.  With our growing catalog of interesting ham radio related articles, TARS is 
becoming a premier Amateur Radio knowledge-base in its own right!

 
The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS   Send in photos of your shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family 
enjoying radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever…  The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you! 

We Want You To Write For US   Readers and writers are encouraged to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and 
how-to’s for publication.  Public service announcements are welcome… The Printed Circuit is sent to well over 300+ email recipients, 
so why not use this publication to share the hobby you love?   1 page max for PSA/news, 5 pages max for articles. (All Negotiable) 

Publication Deadline   The deadline for publication is the 20
th

 of the month. Allow for one week prior for corrections or additions. 

Updates of Information  If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as 
news write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, Local Nets, Repeaters or etc., please forward that information to us at 
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future 
newsletters publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the following month’s edition. 

Cost   The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!  Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis.  
Please consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these newsletters a “great read.”  Monetary contributions are 
encouraged to be made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, which depends on your support.  You may also consider donating 
your time and talents by writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be considered for publication. 

Distribution  The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the 
following TARS business meeting.  Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however you may consider sending us any new addresses for 
interested recipients.  Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and 
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/  

E-mail Addresses   Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email 
address: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO) K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com  or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, 
(Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net  Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the newsletter and would like to have your address removed.  
Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to receive this free publication.  

Content/Copyright Disclaimer   The Printed Circuit is not responsible for the views or opinions of any individual or organization 
published within, and are those of the individual author(s).  The Printed Circuit is not solely representative of the Tallahassee Amateur 
Radio Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The Printed Circuit is Not-For-Profit, intended for educational use and 
public distribution.  Articles and photos MAY be reprinted or re-distributed WITHOUT permission - ONLY if written content and photos 
are not altered except for layout.  Please give source for quotation.  If you desire to re-print any material, a specific electronic copy can 
be provided for your convenience - please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor), at k4icy@arrl.net. 

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license over ALL submitted material.  All 
content published is subject to copyright.  ALL submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and irrevocably becomes 
property of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc.  Submission author(s) may request future retraction (subject to approval) or 
removal of submission prior to print.  Unless instructed not to, the editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content 
WITHOUT author(s) approval.  Do NOT submit prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is given explicitly. 

All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2014 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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Leon ARES   Providing Emergency Communications to Tallahassee and Surrounding Areas  

 
Visit the Leon ARES Wiki for the Updated Emergency Communications Plan 

       The Leon ARES Emergency Communications Plan outlines procedure, logistics, resources and basic strategy for ARES officials 
and Amateur Radio volunteers in our county and surrounding area when our served agencies require communications assistance.  Of 
particular interest are the included ARES-used repeater frequencies, phone numbers and email listings for ARES officials and served 
agencies.  Used only as a guideline, it is subject to the conditions of the North Florida ARES Plan, agency MOU’s and State of Florida 
Emergency Management protocol.  The beauty of this update version of the “Leon Plan” is that it’s an electronic PDF document and 
can be updated on a continual basis! 

       Updates will be available on the Leon County ARES Wiki site and through appropriate releases via the Leon ARES email list.  For 
enquiries please contact Erik C. Brooks (AEC) at erikcbrooks@hotmail.com, or any of the Leon AEC’s. 

 

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – On the “0-30” 
 
       Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST ON THE 147.030 K4TLH repeater (+.600, tone 94.8).  
This net is OPEN TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first.  This net focuses on the current issues 
pertinent to Leon County as well as the Capital Area District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest, 
particularly EmComm related. Though, this is a directed net, there is a casual atmosphere geared to 
foster a spirit of collaboration.  Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually net control.  See you Tuesday night! 

 

 

 
Leon County ARES Wiki 

       Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site.  The 
wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public.  Information contained within the wiki 
can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators.  Find information on everything from repeater lists and served 
agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for disaster and emergency communication!  You can also find the current 
Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.  

Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at:  http://www.leoncountyares.org     
 

 

The Trading Post   Equipment and Services  

 
Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS 
 
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS 
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate 
to TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net  
 

• MFJ-259 antenna analyzer  (with Doug, KD4MOJ) 
• MFJ-949C VersaTuner II - antenna tuner 

      (with John, KK4BOB) 
• SB-220 amplifier  (with Gary, KA3FZO) 
• Gin-Pole  (with Garu, KA3FZO) 

 
 
 
CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen printed, or 
applied in vinyl:  (Think cool ham radio caps and tees!) 
 
Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by Design    
Locally owned and operated. 
n4dog@comcast.net   Phone: 850-391-4967   
www.stitchingbydesign.net 

  
TARS CALLSIGN BADGES  (HOT ITEM!) 
 
To Place an order for a TARS badge, go to:  
http://thesignman.com/clubs/tars.html  
Fill in the information requested (name, callsign, etc.)  on the 
online order form from the “TALLAHASSEE ARS – FL” 
selection on the drop-down menu.  Indicate your fastener 
choice, click the ADD TO CART button and then proceed to 
CHECKOUT on the shopping cart.  Only $10.50 + Shipping 
 
 
BUY – SELL – TRADE…   Better Local than on eBay! 
 
If you have ANY personal amateur radio items that you 
would like to sell or need, we will publish requests in The 
Printed Circuit, subject to editorial review.  Please send your 
requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at 
k4icy@arrl.net  by the 20th of the month.  Remember: When 
considering or discussing items or services for sale or swap 
on the air, please adhere to all FCC Part 97 – No Pecuniary 
Gain – mandates. 
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 Repeaters   Capital Are Region / Linked 

 
The Repeater list is available on the TARS website:  (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters). 

Location County Call Sign 
Backup 
Power 

Digital 
Mode 

Output 
Freq PL Aux or Remote Site Height 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK No  145.450 - 94.8  300 

Crawfordville Wakulla K4WAK Yes   444.450 + 94.8   400 

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  NXDN  147.390 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network 300 

Greensboro Gadsden NX4DN  NXDN 444.125 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network 300 

Monticello Jefferson WX4JEF   145.430 - 94.8   

Quincy Gadsden W4EAF Yes   147.165+ 94.8   250 

Tallahassee Leon N4PG Yes   146.610 - 203.5   200 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   146.655 - 94.8   600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes P-25 146.910 - 94.8   375 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   147.030 + 94.8   750 

Tallahassee Leon KA4EOC Yes   147.285 + 94.8   350 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH Yes   442.100 + 94.8 Statewide Amateur Radio Net 

(SARNet)  See Map Below* 

600 

Tallahassee Leon K4TLH No   442.850 + 94.8   275 

Tallahassee Leon KJ4G Yes   443.400 + 131.8 Host of Echolink Node  #3950  575 

Tallahassee Leon AE4S Yes   443.950 + 94.8   500 

Tallahassee Leon N4NKV Yes   444.400 + 131.8   CRMC (200) 

Tallahassee Leon KD4MOJ Yes   444.000 94.8   TMH (200) 

Tallahassee Leon NX4DN  NXDN 444.175 + 94.8 NXDN World Wide Network 4pts Hotel (175) 

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 146.835 - DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 443.450 + DV   180  

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1293 - DV   180   

Tallahassee Leon NF4DG Yes D-Star 1253 DD   180   

Wacissa Jefferson K4TLH No   147.000 94.8   300 

Reno Georgia KE4URL Yes  145.170 - 141.3  600 

 
      

Statewide Amateur Radio Network “SARnet”

       The “SARnet,” (Statewide Amateur 

Radio Network,) is a new linked repeater 

system positioned throughout greater 

Florida utilizing the self-sustaining 

microwave communications infrastructure 

of the state DOT. 

 

Any and all hams are encouraged to 

use the network! 

 

       In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8pl) repeater or the 

Madison 444.200 (94.8) repeater.  As this is a “linked” system, each ham must 

take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is 

essentially a super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly 

populated areas of Florida, each having to identify. 

 

 

For more information: visit the official SARnet site: 

http://www.sarnetfl.com/  
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Regional Clubs 
    

 

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 

Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Rock Bottom Seafood and Grill, 
2115 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia – Supper is first, then the business meeting after. 

 

Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone. 

 
 
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) 
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Regional Nets 

   
 

North Florida Amateur Radio 

   EmComm Net 

Daily • 9:00 AM EST 

except Sunday 
3950 kHz 

Capital District 

  EmComm Training Net 
Sunday • 7:30 PM EST 

147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

+ 600, 94.8 

Capital District ARES Net Sunday • 8 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Leon County ARES Net Tuesday • 8 PM EST 147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Florida Phone Traffic Net Daily • 6:55 AM EST 3940 kHz 

Florida Midday Traffic Net Daily • Noon EST 7242 kHz 

North Florida Phone Net Daily • 7:30 PM EST 3950 kHz 

North Florida Digital Net Sunday • 7 PM EST 3950 kHz  PSK-31 Mode 

TARC Thursday Night Net Thursday • 8 PM EST 147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3  

TARC Kid’s Net Tuesday • 8 PM EST 145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3 

North Florida 6M SSB Net Sunday • 8:30 PM EST 50.150 MHz 

Morse Code Practice Net  

(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM 

Wednesday 

8:30 – 9:30 PM EST 
28.114 MHz CW Mode 

Morning Drive-Time Net 

 (Informal with KA5USN) 

Mon-Fri 

7:30 – 9:00 AM EST 
147.030 MHz, K4TLH 

Southwest Georgia HF 

Weather Net 

Third Thursday 

7:30 PM EST (or after GA SSB Net) 
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-) 

Southwest Georgia ARES Net Thursday • 9 PM EST 145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3 

SKYWARN NET  (See below) 
First Sunday 

7:30 PM EST 
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-) 

 
SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours) EST.  The net starts at 
3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves 
to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz 
repeater, the weekly Capital Area ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station 
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us to provide a 
retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened 
to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your 
emergency-ready HF station. 

 
• Have any corrections or additions?  Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20

th
 of the month. 
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Morse Code Practice Net   Wednesdays - 8:30 pm / 28.114 Mhz CW  

    

The Original Digital Mode – Thick, Rich and Slow 
Join the CW Practice Net – Tune-In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 on 28.114 CW 

 

       The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering, open to all - especially beginners.  Catch us Wednesday 

nights at 8:30 P.M. on 28.114 MHz in the 10-meter band.  ‘SLOW CW’ operators are welcome (5-15 WPM) and either 

Art, W1FJI, or Mike, K4ICY, will be monitoring.  The floor is open and informal so just send your call – no matter how slow!  

Feel free to try a paddle, bug, key, side-swiper, MacGyver Style (two wires and a paperclip... it's been done) or whatever it 

takes to get on.  While you’re on, learn a thing or two about how to send bad code really “GUD”! HI HI…   Also: Check out 

http://LCWO.net!  You won’t regret it.   CUL, GL ES 73!  (See You Later, Good Luck and Best Regards!) 

• The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band) 
• The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm) 
• Night: Wednesday – NOTE: Drop Mike an 

email if you would like to schedule any other 
night, time or freq: k4icy@arrl.net 

• Mode: CW,  Speed: 15 WPM and Below 
Just send “QRS” if you need a slower speed. 

• Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater 

       Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC, 

many hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW.  All 

they may need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ where they don’t have to 

worry about speed and accuracy – a place to learn those things 

through experience and practice, and learn how to QSO too!  

Don’t be afraid to dip your toes in the water – “Elmers” are here 

to help you learn to swim. 

 

Resource Links   Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest 
 

 

Associations/Clubs 
ARRL – www.arrl.org 
AMSAT – www.amsat.org  
FISTS –  www.fists.org 
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com  
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org  
IARU – www.iaru.org 
OMISS – www.omiss.net  
QCWA –  www.qcwa.org 
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) – 
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm 
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net  
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) – 
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ 
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org  
 
Magazines 
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com  
 
Call Lookups 
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com 
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net 
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/ 
QRZ – www.QRZ.com  
 
Contest 
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal  
 
Digital 
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/ 
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org 
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/ 
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/ 

FCC  
FCC – Universal Licensing System – 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home 
 
 
Logs 
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/ 
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com 
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com 
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com 
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb 
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/ 
 
 
QSL 
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net 
 

 
Misc. 
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/   
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org 
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm 
 
Podcasts 

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/ 
Amateur Radio Newsline –  http://www.arnewsline.org/ 
Ham Radio Now –  http://arvideonews.com/hrn/ 
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE 
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn 
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Ham Happenings   On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX  

 

Contest and QSO Parties 

01 Jul  0000Z - 2359Z  RAC Canada Day Contest 

              https://www.rac.ca/en/rac/programmes/contests/files/2013 Canada Day Rules and Entry Form - English-French.pdf 

12 Jul  0000Z - 0400Z  FISTS Summer Sprint  http://www.fists.org/operating.html  

12 Jul  1200Z - 1200Z Jul 13 IARU HF World Championship http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship  

17 Jul   0030Z - 0230Z  NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint http://naqcc.info/sprint201412mw.html  

19 Jul  1800Z - 0559Z Jul 20 North American QSO Party, RTTY http://www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf  

19 Jul  1800Z - 2100Z Jul 20 CQ Worldwide VHF Contest http://www.cqww-vhf.com/2013CQVHFRULES.pdf  

26 Jul  1200Z - 1200Z Jul 27 RSGB IOTA Contest  http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2013/riota.shtml      
Z= UTC;  L-local  –  Contests and QSO Parties Source”  QST & WA7BMW 

DX  

From To Prefix Call 
01-Jun  31-Jul  HL  6M6M    
01-Jun  31-Aug  HP  3E100PC   
01-Jun  31-Jul  PY  ZX14 ZY14     
15-Jun  15-Sep  JD1/M  JG8NQJ/JD1  
19-Jun  02-Jul  J3  J38DR   
25-Jun  13-Jul  DL  DM2AUJ (EU-076)    
25-Jun  06-Aug  V4  V47JA  W5JON  
25-Jun  01-Jul  W  W1AW/3 (MD) W1AW/9 (IL)   
01-Jul  02-Jul  3D2  3D2ML (OC-121)   
01-Jul  30-Jul  OX  OX/DB5MH   
01-Jul  07-Jul  PY  PT7/VK6LC   
01-Jul  07-Jul  SV5  SV5/OK6DJ   
01-Jul  29-Jul  TA  TA4/LB2TB   
01-Jul  13-Jul  TK  TK/F1MDT   
01-Jul  06-Jul  W  13 Orig. Colonies Special Event 18-099   
02-Jul  08-Jul  W  W1AW/0 (ND), W1AW/3 (DC), W1AW/7 
(UT), W1AW/9 (WI)     
03-Jul  07-Jul  5W  5W0ML (OC-097)   
03-Jul  06-Jul  PA  PA14SAIL  
04-Jul  07-Jul  F  F/WJ2O/m   
04-Jul  12-Jul  VE  VC1T    
05-Jul  06-Jul  F  TM29CTI   
05-Jul  18-Jul  F  TM68TDF  
05-Jul  15-Jul  FP  FP/KV1J  
05-Jul  12-Jul  GU  MU/ON6KE  
05-Jul  19-Jul  TK  TK14CC   
06-Jul  12-Jul  SV  SV8/M0NKR (EU-052)   
07-Jul  17-Jul  FG  TO5MJ  
07-Jul  13-Jul  W  NN7A/4 (NA-083)   
08-Jul  13-Jul  3D2  3D2ML (OC-156)   
08-Jul  21-Jul  E5/S  E51QBV (OC-013)   
08-Jul  11-Jul  GJ  MJ/WJ2O/M   
09-Jul  12-Jul  CE  CE3/VK6LC   
09-Jul  14-Jul   WRTC 2014   
10-Jul  13-Jul  VP9  OH1VR/VP9  
11-Jul  21-Jul  CT9  CT9/G0SGB/P (AF-014)  
12-Jul  13-Jul  CX  CX1AA (RCU)   
12-Jul  17-Jul  EI  EJ7NEJ, EJ7NET (EU-121)   
12-Jul  15-Jul  GU  GU/WJ2O/M  
12-Jul  13-Jul  LA  LI2HQ (NRRL)   
12-Jul  13-Jul  OH  OH2HQ (SRAL)      
12-Jul  13-Jul  OK  OK8JOE (R1)   
12-Jul  13-Jul  VE  VC6IARU or VE6IARU   
12-Jul  13-Jul  VK  VK5WIA (WIA)     
12-Jul  19-Jul  W  K0AP, N3CZ (NA-034)   
12-Jul  13-Jul   IARU HF World Championship   
13-Jul  13-Jul  3/D2  3D2ML (OC-016)   
13-Jul  28-Jul  KH8  by W7GJ   
14-Jul  18-Jul  PJ2  Youth DX Adventure      

From To Prefix Call 
15-Jul  18-Jul  E5/S  E51AND (OC-083)  
16-Jul  17-Jul  F  F/WJ2O/m    
16-Jul  22-Jul  FP  FP/OE3GEA, FP/OE5OHO   
16-Jul  18-Jul  KL7  KL7/K6VVA (NA-004)   
16-Jul  22-Jul  W  W1AW/0 (CO), W1AW/4 (SC)   
19-Jul  20-Jul  HP  H92G (NA-202)  
19-Jul  26-Jul  OH0  OH0/IW5ELA (EU-002)   
19-Jul  01-Aug  OZ  DL2VFR (EU-029)   
21-Jul  27-Jul  GJ  MJ/OK1BIL, MJ/OK1DBS, MJ/OK1DOL, 
MJ/OK1FIK (EU-013)   
21-Jul  27-Jul  GJ  MJ/OK1NP,  MJ/OK1XC, MJ0ICD (EU-013) 
22-Jul  29-Jul  5B  5B/M5RIC  
22-Jul  06-Aug  5H  5H1NE (AF-032)   
23-Jul  02-Aug  HI  HI3/OE3GEA   
23-Jul  31-Jul  VU  VU3ARF (AS-153)   
23-Jul  29-Jul  W  W1AW/1 (RI), W1AW/9 (IN)   
24-Jul  25-Jul  GJ  GH3RCV (EU-099)  
24-Jul  31-Jul  KL7  KL7RRC (NA-039)  
25-Jul  28-Jul  I  IA5/IV3LZQ (EU-028)    
25-Jul  29-Jul  I  IV3/DF8DX (EU-130)  
25-Jul  27-Jul  PY  ZY8D (SA-072)  
25-Jul  27-Jul  VE  CK2I (NA-128)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  9A  9A/OM3RM (EU-016)  
26-Jul  27-Jul  CT  CR5CW   
26-Jul  27-Jul  DL  DG1LS, DL0SX, DN7OMB, DO7OMB (EU-042) 
26-Jul  30-Jul  DL  DG5LAC/p (EU-128)  
26-Jul  27-Jul  DL  DL/ON6QR (EU-047)  
26-Jul  28-Jul  DL  DR0F (EU-127)     
26-Jul  31-Jul  EI  EJ0PL, EJ1Y (EU-007)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  EI  EJ5KF (EU-121)    
26-Jul  27-Jul  GJ  MJ8C (EU-099)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  GM  GM5O (EU-009)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  GM  GM7A (EU-008)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  GM  MM0GOR/p (EU-008)    
26-Jul  27-Jul  GU  MU0THJ (EU-114)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  GW  GW7O (EU-124)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  I  IB0R (EU-045)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  I  IQ7AF/P (EU-091)   
26-Jul  27-Jul  LA  LI2MOA (EU-141)  
26-Jul  27-Jul  PA  PA6TX (EU-038)  
26-Jul  27-Jul  PY  PQ5M (SA-027)    
26-Jul  27-Jul  SM  SM7/M1KTA/P (EU-037)  
26-Jul  08-Aug  V2  V29SH   
28-Jul  29-Jul  GJ  GH3RCV (EU-099)  
28-Jul  08-Aug  PA  PA7DN/p (EU-038)   
29-Jul  02-Aug  VK9C  VK9EC   
30-Jul  05-Aug  W  W1AW/0 (SD), W1AW/4 (KY)   
31-Jul  05-Aug  4W  4W/NB3MM  
31-Jul  09-Aug  EA  KF8UN/EA 

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone 

 

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ  WA6POZ@arrl.net  (TARS President)  
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The Amateur’s Code   Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928 

 

The Radio Amateur is… 

CONSIDERATE 
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL. 

 

LOYAL 
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay 
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

 

PROGRESSIVE 
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;  

whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach. 

 

FRIENDLY 
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, 

cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service. 

 

BALANCED 
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties 

owed to family, occupation, school, church or community. 

   

PATRIOTIC 
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society 

New Membership  /  Renewal Form 
 
 
       This form can be used for new members or for renewals. 

If you have not changed any information from last year, 

merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your 

name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership 

status. For Family status, complete a form for each member. 

 
       You need not be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio 

communications is all that is required.  2014 Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are 

only $15 per individual or family – the best deal in our area!  Students (with valid ID) can join for free! 
 
       New members joining within 2014 pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months 

remaining in the calendar year at $1.25 per month. Renewing members pay $15 dues, but may be reduced 

after June.  TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater 

maintenance and TARS events. Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted. 

Remember – only paid-members may vote on any motions or for any officers during annual elections. 

 

       Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your 

check along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly 

TARS business meeting and give it to the Treasurer.  You may also mail your check and form to: 

 

Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315 

 

       If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are 

$39 annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online 

format. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL.  TARS is an ARRL sanctioned 

organization. 

 

 

 


