
Field Day – Fun For All 
 

Field Day is an annual event that many of us look forward to every year. It is a picnic, a 
campout, practice for emergencies, an informal contest and, most of all, FUN! ARRL Field Day is 
the single most popular on-the-air event held annually in the US and Canada. On the fourth 
weekend of June of each year, more than 35,000 radio amateurs gather with their clubs, groups 
or simply with friends to operate from remote locations. 
 
While some will treat it as a contest, other groups use the opportunity to practice their 
emergency response capabilities. It is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate Amateur Radio 
to the organizations that Amateur Radio might serve in an emergency, as well as to the general 
public.  
 
The contest part simply involves contacting as many other hams as possible while learning to 
operate our radio gear in abnormal situations and less than optimal conditions. That means we 
get out of the comfort of our homes and this year TARS again goes to popular Tom Brown Park. 
There we will set up our antennas around some RVs and operate from generators for the 
weekend. While there, we will demonstrate our disaster capability to the public, maybe some 
elected officials or even the media. So, in addition to having fun, we try to get in a little good 
public relations for our hobby. 
 

So Let’s Get Started! 
 
We have just arrived on site. What is the first thing on the agenda? Who brought the donuts? 
 

                  
 

At the 2013 Field Day, this important role wasn’t properly coordinated and suddenly on the 
147.03 repeater we found that there were three people all en route for three different donut 
shops. Needless to say, we had enough donuts! For 2014, we got that all worked out and hope 
to be successful again this year with this most important task. 
 



First, the Antennas 
 
The first work item is to erect the antennas. These may be the 6-meter beam or they may be 
the many wire antennas that need to be strung up in the trees. These require the use of 
antenna launchers, better known as “potato guns.” 
  

    
 

Training 
 
Sometime during the morning, we usually have some training. This may be a hands-on build-it 
type training or it may be a seminar on how to operate the HF Phone Station.  
 

   
 

Last year several people took home some mighty nice 2-meter J-pole antennas that they built.  
 

Testing! Testing! 
 

In addition to our bi-monthly VE testing sessions, we hold a special testing session at every Field 
Day. At 10 a.m. on Saturday morning, you can test for any of the three license classes 
(Technician, General or Extra).  This is a great way to start your day by becoming a new ham, 



then walking around and seeing how to set up and operate your station. We will even let you 
get on the air. Or if you are already a ham, what better time to upgrade! 
 

    
 

The Get on the Air Station 
 

Speaking of getting on the air, mosey on over to the GOTA station. Here anyone can get on the 
air, even if you don’t have a license. The GOTA station is set up to demonstrate how a ham 
station operates. Under the supervision of a licensed ham, anyone can operate the GOTA 
station and make contacts with other hams around the country or even worldwide. Bring your 
family and friends to experience the excitement of ham radio. 
 

            
 

Starting to Get Hungry? 
 

By now you have worked up an appetite and it’s time for lunch. Grab a plate and sit down and 
chat with some of the hams before things get serious. 
 
Along about 5-6 o’clock, we will also have dinner, so plan on spending the day. We have all your 
meals covered. Bring the whole family. 
   

Public Relations 
 

An important part of Field Day is demonstrating our disaster capabilities to the public. That is 
why we are operating using emergency power. We have set up an Information Center with 



brochures and displays about Amateur Radio and disaster communications. Drop by and pick up 
some brochures. It’s also the place to find out all about ham radio. There will be someone 
nearby or in the RV who can answer your questions and tell you how you too can become an 
amateur radio operator. 
 
The Information Center serves as the focal point for the event. You will often find groups just 
hanging out there holding “eyeball QSOs.” It should be the place to start your tour. 
 
 

               
 
We have invited local elected officials to come by as well as newspapers and TV stations. We 
sometimes get invited to do a spot on WCTV News sometime during the week before Field Day. 
     

Operating Stations 
 

As you wander around the Field Day site, you will find a number of different operating stations. 
We are classified according to our main operating stations: CW (Morse code), Phone (voice) and 
Digital. But we get extra credit for a number of specialized stations that you may find. Often you 
will find a solar-powered station, demonstrating another form of emergency power.  
 

 



Every year, Tom Brooks, K4TB, sets up a satellite station. We get extra points if Tom makes a 
contract during one of the satellite passes. 
 

     
 

In one of the RVs you will find a 6-meter station. Some years, when the propagation is just right, 
it gives the phone station good competition for the number of contacts, often working states 
coast-to-coast.  
     

Operating out of the same RV as the VHF (6-meter) station, is the digital station. This station 
uses the very popular PSK-31 mode and accounts for many contacts during the event.  
 
The two mainstays of Field Day are the CW (Morse code) and Phone (voice) stations. Each of 
these stations is operated by a team of operators, one doing the operating while the other logs 
the contacts. The logger and operator make a close team, working together to pull out callsigns 
from the noise of QRM and QRN. If, for example, you would like to participate at the phone 
station, you could start out as a logger, getting a feel for how things work. Then, once you had 
become comfortable with logging, you could try your hand at operating.  
 

      
 

The “contest” portion of Field Day begins at 2 PM on Saturday and runs until 2 PM on Sunday. 
The objective is to contact as many hams in the US and Canada as possible during that period. 



Some clubs make a real contest out of it, but we are more relaxed and just try to do our best. 
We try to let as many people operate as possible, giving priority to new and young hams. So be 
sure to drop by and make it known that you would like to give it a try.  
 

          
      

Because this is a 24-hour event, there are always plenty of opportunities to operate in the 
evening and early morning hours. As a matter of fact, the atmosphere is usually quite relaxed 
around 3:00 or 4:00 o’clock in the morning. 

 

 
 

Y’all Come and Stay a While! 
 

We Hope you enjoyed this brief journey through Field Day. Be sure to drop by anytime during 
the event. We will start with the donuts around 8 am on Saturday and proceed with erecting 
the antennas. The main event starts at 2 pm and runs until 2 pm on Sunday. You are welcome 
to come at any time and spend as long as you would like. Bring the entire family. 
 
See you there! 
 

Questions?   Email TallyAmateurRadio@gmail.com 


