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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 TARS MEETING

Compiled and Submitted by:  Tom Brooks (K4TB) – TARS Secretary

Call to Order:  President Phil (Chief) Fusilier (KA5USN) at 7:00 PM

Guests/Visitors:  Jeanie Martin-Armstrong and William Coarsey

Program:  Instead of a program the club held a memorial for Don Bartnik,
W4DSW, who recently passed away.  Vice President David Miner (W4SKG) led
with a tribute to Don and was followed by many other club members with more
tributes to Don.  Don was remembered for once winning the club’s TARS and
Feathers Award as the member who had done the most for the club that year.  He
was also remembered for his many friendships.

Business Committees:
Treasury Report:  Treasurer Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) said the balance hasn’t
changed from the report in the Printed Circuit.  Currently there is $2,253.31 in
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Checking and $5,098.88 in Savings, for a total balance of $7,352.19.
Minutes:  Secretary Tom Brooks (K4TB): Approved as published in the August
2018 Printed Circuit.

Education:  Phil Ashler (N4IPH) said there will be a class in early November.  He
will announce it once he confirms the time and place.

Testing: Alan Terrell (N4KGT) said the next testing session would be 7 PM
October 2nd at the American Red Cross building.  He said also that he is handling
testing for the Thomasville club as their testing coordinator is moving away.

Repeaters:  Repeater Trustee Randy Pierce (AG4UU) said he had received two
quotes to repair the antenna system for the club’s 147.03 MHz repeater.  The first
quote was $7,986.45 from Southeast Towers and the other was approximately
$3,000.00 from South Georgia Towers.  The South Georgia Towers quote included
the contractor traveling to Lake City to pick up the necessary cable that was
donated to the club.  Randy said the work would include installing the new cable
and a donated DB224 antenna, and removing the old antenna.  David moved to
authorize Randy to spend up to $3,000.00 of the club’s funds for the repair work. 
There were multiple seconds and the motion passed.  Randy said in conclusion that
the other repeaters are working well.

Announcement:
Vice President David Miner announced that he was marrying Mary Lou Giddens at
11 AM October 27 at the First United Methodist Church in Monticello and all are
invited, but no gifts please.

Old Business:
New Hams Seminars: Gerry said he and Don Pace (KK4SIH) had not had time to
work on the project due to travel and other reasons, but that they would have
something planned by November.

Challenger Learning Center: Gerry said that Todd Clark (KN4FCC) would be
visiting Director Susan Moreland at the Challenger Learning Center next Monday
to discuss our club’s support for a radio contact with the International Space
Station.

Holiday Dinner:  Vice President Miner said the dinner would be at the Longhorn
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Steak House on Thursday December 6, in lieu of the normal club meeting.  There
is a limit of 40 people but we will be able to order from the full main menu.  Sign
up will be at next month’s meeting.

Spaghetti 100 Bicycle Tour:  Stan Zawrotny (K4SBZ) discussed the plans for our
club’s support of the annual bicycle tour.  The one-day event will start 8 AM
October 13 at The Miccosukee Community Center.  The route goes from Florida
into South Georgia and back.  It concludes with a spaghetti dinner at the
community center.   He is looking for volunteers to assist with our radio
communications support for the event and will send out information by email. 
David said we need to be at the center between 6:30-7 AM in order to be at
assigned positions by 8AM.

Halloween Howl:  President Phil (Chief) Fusilier asked if the club wants to do the
event again this year.  It will start at 8 AM ET and run to 8 PM ET on Halloween. 
Gerry said participants can operate from home on the same or different bands.  We
will provide the same QSL card as last year.  Chief asked for a motion to have the
event again this year, Randy so moved, and the motion was seconded and passed.

New Business:
Ideas for Meetings:  Todd mentioned an article in QST about a club in Virginia
Beach which described how that club had enriched its meetings by occasionally
breaking up into special interest groups for discussions, rather than having a single
presentation as the meeting program.  He said examples for the special interest
groups program could be:  CW, Contesting, Satellites, etc.  Todd volunteered to
organize the program. 

Election:  Chef reminded the members present that the elections would be in
November but the committee needs to present the candidates’ names at the October
meeting.  David reminded the members present that Chuck Basham (AI4KA) had
been appointed as the permanent nominations committee.

Radio Nets:  Chief asked if, due to low turnout on the Veteran’s net, if we should
consolidate it with the regular club net on Thursday evenings.  After discussion
David made a motion to do consolidate the Veteran’s Net with the regular club net,
Randy seconded, and the motion passed.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20 PM.
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TARS Treasurer's
Report

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ Treasurer

for period year-to-date

Beginning Balances: 19-Aug-18 Jan 1, 2018

Cash on hand  $              -   

Checking Account:  $   2,253.31  $     2,847.53 

Savings Account:  $   5,098.88  $     4,097.70 

Total:  $   7,352.19  $     6,945.23 

Summary of Month's Activity:

Total Receipts:  $        19.00  $     2,064.77 

Total Expenditures:  $              -     $     1,638.81 

Recipts Derived From:

Members Dues:  $              -    $     1,200.00 

Fifty/Fifty  $        19.00  $        157.00 

Donation  $              -    $          95.59 

Veteran's Radio
Fund

 $              -    $        500.00 

Field Day Radio
Fund

 $              -    $        111.00 

Interest (Savings)  $              -    $            1.18 

Total  $        19.00  $     2,064.77 

Expenditures:

American Red
Cross:

 $              -    $        550.00 

Budget Storage  $              -    $        352.89 

Field Day  $              -    $        302.30 

Precision Lock  $              -    $            8.13 

Tower Maintenance  $              -    $        200.00 

Shelving for storage  $              -    $          32.24 

Florida Dept of
State

 $              -    $          61.25 

Post Office Box:  $              -    $        132.00 

Total:  $              -    $     1,638.81 
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Transfer Checking -> Savings:  $    (1,000.00)

Endding Balances - September 19, 2018:

Cash on hand  $        19.00  $                -   

Checking Account  $   2,253.31  $     2,272.31 

Savings Account  $   5,098.88  $     5,098.88 

Total  $   7,371.19  $     7,371.19 

*Veteran's Radio Fund  $        500.00 

*Field Day Radio Fund  $        111.00 

* Funds included in ndding Balances

It's not to early to pay your 2019 dues 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

As most of you know by now, Past President and long time TARS member Dan
Moniz (KI4HGO) passed away early on Sunday morning a couple of weeks ago. 
He is survived by his wife, Sally, and their children. Danielle and Scot. Please keep
them in your thoughts and prayers.

Dan had Alzheimer's Disease.  Some of us will also be afflicted by that terrible
mind-robbing disease for which there is currently no known cure.   

I had the pleasure of helping Dan for over a year by picking him up and bringing
him back home for the Friday Feed at the Golden Corral.  We joked along the way,
until he was moved to a Nursing Home on Old St. Augustine Road.  Theo
(K4MVL) then picked up the baton for Dan until Dan's condition worsened and he
became very disoriented.

As we all get older, we begin to have "Senior Moments," as I do now.  Hopefully
this won't descend into dementia or Alzheimer's.  I can joke about it now, but I,
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probably like most of you,  am concerned about the future.

My intent in this column is not to depress any of you, but to remind you that we
should all enjoy our family, pets, friends and hobbies to the fullest extent. Do fun
things.  If DX is your thing, do it.  If SSB, CW, or Digital is your "fun" stuff, take
advantage now. 

Like Community Service Special Events?  Our club has several each year.  The
Spaghetti 100 is coming up on Saturday, October 13.  There's no FSU home game,
so come out and join us for a radio day in the country.  Our Halloween Howl will
be on October 31 from 0800 to 2000 ELT.  Those of us who are retired can take
the Day Watch, then turn it over to you working stiffs at 1700 ELT.

There are TARS member gatherings on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Join
one of those groups of your choice and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow hams
while you can, and they are still around.  

Have fun!

Most importantly, spend quality time doing fun things with your families and pets. 
Nothing is more valuable than them.

Remember two things:

You are never too old to have a happy childhood and,
you may have to grow older, but you never have to grow up.
Think Tinkerbell!

73
Chief
KA5USN

Editor’s note.  I am loathe to add to what Chief said about Dan, KI4HGO, but I cannot let the
moment pass without adding my thoughts.  Dan was a great man.  He had an infectious laugh
and great common sense.  He led TARS for several years as its president, and always was at the
Spaghetti 100 or TOSRV or Mag Lab day, or hurricane response.  He will be greatly missed by
me and many others within and outside the Amateur Radio community.
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Spaghetti 100 Bicycle Tour

It is that time of year again.  The weather is cooling off and the Capital City
Cyclists are hitting the back roads of Florida and south Georgia.    The annual
Spaghetti 100 will take place on Saturday October 13, and the bikers have asked
for our club’s support for the tour.  The one-day event will start 8 AM at The
Miccosukee Community Center with the route going from Florida into South
Georgia and back.  It concludes with a spaghetti dinner at the community center.  
Stan, K4SBZ, will coordinate the amateur radio event, and he is looking for

volunteers to assist with our radio communications support .   Send him an
email, K4SBZ@gmail.com to volunteer.  You can choose how long you
can help, either the morning, the afternoon, or all day.  This is a great
event, and the bikers very much appreciate the help we provide.
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Ham Happenings

DX
From To Prefix Call, () is the IOTA designation
01-Oct ??? HI HI/KG4ZXN
01-Oct ??? JD1/O JN2AMD/JD1
01-Oct ??? T31 *by Rebel DX Group
01-Oct ??? VK0/M VK0AI
01-Oct 01-Mar CE9 RI1ANL (AN-016)
01-Oct 15-Aug ZS ZS9YOTA
01-Oct 15-Dec VE     VY0BRR (NA-047)  
01-Oct 20-Oct 9A     9A6DR/p (EU-016)    
01-Oct 31-Dec 9X 9X0TA
01-Oct 31-Dec CE9 DP0GVN
01-Oct 31-Dec KG4 KG4WH
01-Oct 31-Jan S9 S92HP
01-Oct 28-Oct GM GR150NIB
01-Oct 31-Oct C5 C5C
01-Oct 31-Oct G GB6FWW
01-Oct 31-Oct PA PF2018WOR
02-Oct 29-Oct KH8 WH8/DL2AH
10-Oct 15-Oct JW JW6VM, JW7XK, JW9DL
12-Oct 01-Oct T32 T32AH
13-Oct 14-Oct JW JW5X
16-Oct 30-Oct VK9X by 6G's
18-Oct ???  5H     5H/ON5PF            
18-Oct 11-Nov SP     SN100 event                        
18-Oct 15-Dec VE     VY0BRR (NA-047)     
18-Oct 27-Dec F      TM70ONU                            
18-Oct 31-Mar HK     HK3JCL              
19-Oct 29-Oct HH 4V7R
20-Oct 03-Nov VP6/D VP6D
27-Oct 28-Oct GD GD9W
29-Oct 08-Nov V3 V31FT

DX source s - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone
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Receiver to Be Auctioned at October TARS Meeting

During the September meeting a FRG-9600 UHF/VHF receiver was donated
to the club. The radio received from 60Mhz to 905MHZ with AM, SSB, and FM. 
It is ONLY analog, no digital, i.e., D-STAR, DMR, or any of the other digital
modes.  The radio has a scan feature but it is not a scanner, i.e., don’t expect police
scanner speeds.  There is a mod that can modify the frequenciesto be able to go
from 20Mhz to 950Mhz.  The radio is in excellent condition and comes with a 
power supply and an antenna.  Manuals are available on the internet. New in 2004,
the radio was selling for over $500.  This radio will be auctioned at the October
meeting.  Funds from this sale will go into the Field Day Radio funds.  No
minimum or reserve.  Bring cash.  No checks or credit cards.   

Contesting

October RadioSport Highlights

RadioSport – Amateur Radio contesting – is continuing strong this
month. Although WA7BNM Contest Calendar lists only 31 sponsored
activities for October worldwide, down from 78 in September, there
are enough contests scheduled to keep you busy depending on your
interest – phone, CW or digital. 

This month’s only major contest is the CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB (0000Z,
Oct 27 to 2400Z, Oct 28). Held each year on the last full weekend of October, this
SSB contest is a great opportunity to work some new countries. The object is to
work as many CQ Zones as possible over the two-day weekend. The exchange is
RST, CQ zone and state. 

There are other smaller DX contests scheduled for all the other weekends of the
month. A few of the bigger ones are listed below with the operating modes
indicated for each. 
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SSB Oceania DX Contest, Phone 0800Z, Oct 6 to 0800Z, Oct 7
SSB, CW RSGB DX Contest 0500Z-2300Z, Oct 7
CW Oceania DX Contest, CW 0800Z, Oct 13 to 0800Z, Oct 14
SSB Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 1200Z, Oct 13 to 1200Z, Oct 14
RTTY,
BPSK63

Russian WW Digital Contest 1200Z, Oct 6 to 1159Z, Oct 7

RTTY JARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Oct 20 to 2400Z, Oct 21
RTTY Makrothen RTTY Contest 0000Z-0800Z, Oct 13 and

 1600Z-2400Z, Oct 13 and
 0800Z-1600Z, Oct 14

CW Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Oct 20 to 1500Z, Oct 21

The Makrothen RTTY Contest is somewhat different from the usual DX contest.
The contest exchange is the first 4 characters of the “Maidenhead Grid
Square Locator” (grid locator) for the station QTH (i.e. EM70, FM19, etc.).  The
multiplier is the distance, in kilometers, between the two stations. Don’t worry, the
contest officials will calculate the distance for each contact.

There is also a contest just for YLs. The YLRL DX/NA YL Anniversary
Contest (1400Z, Oct 5 to 0200Z, Oct 7) is only for YLs (and XYLs, of course) –
contacts with OMs do not count.

Of special note is the ARRL School Club Roundup (1300Z, Oct 15 to 2359Z, Oct
19 and 1500Z, Oct 20 to 1500Z, Oct 21). The Roundup is held each school year in
October and February to foster contacts with and among Elementary,
Middle/Intermediate/Junior High School, High School and College/University
radio clubs. Non-school clubs and individuals are encourage to participate. See
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup for details.

State QSO Parties

There are 7 State QSO Parties this month. They include:
California QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 6 to 2200Z, Oct 7
Nevada QSO Party 0300Z, Oct 13 to 2100Z, Oct 14
Arizona QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 13 to 0600Z, Oct 14 and

 1400Z to 2400Z, Oct 14
Pennsylvania QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 13 to 0500Z, Oct 14 and

 1300Z-2200Z, Oct 14
South Dakota QSO Party 1800Z, Oct 13 to 1800Z, Oct 14
New York QSO Party 1400Z, Oct 20 to 0200Z, Oct 21
Illinois QSO Party 1700Z, Oct 21 to 0100Z, Oct 22
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One of my favorites of this group is the California QSO Party. This state QSO
party is almost popular enough to qualify as a major contest. The top 20 CA and
top 20 non-CA S/O stations will receive a personalized bottle of NCCC Private
Reserve California Wine. The NCCC offers the WACC (Worked All California
Counties) award for anyone working all 58 California counties anytime, as part of
CQP or other operating.   

The exchange for most state QSO parties is RST and your state, although a few ask
for a serial number. Please check the rules. Please do not give YOUR county
(except in the Florida QSO Party).

Summary

These are just a few of the major contests this month. There are a dozen or more
others each weekend including most modes and bands ranging from 160 meters up
to the GHz (and light). You are sure to find something that suits your interests. If
you have never contested, everyone has a first time.

Before participating in any of these contests or events, please familiarize yourself
with the frequencies, exchanges, rules, etc. associated with the event. The
WA7BNM Contest Calendar (http://www.contestcalendar.com//index.html) can
provide most of the information, as well as a link to the contest’s home page,
which will give you a “flavor” for the contest and let you know about any special
prizes like a bottle of wine or a weekend stay at a beach.

RadioSport is a diverse and somewhat complex subject area. If you have any
questions about contesting or any suggestions or comments about this column,
please address them directly to Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, at K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com.

Ham Language

Ok, you have your license, you bought a nice radio, and you have erected an
antenna that will hit the local repeaters.  So, you turn on the power and tune into
the 147.03 MHz repeater, and as it happens you hear a couple of hams talking. Or,
you think they are talking, but you are unsure because although you can hear
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words, and you think it is English they are speaking, you have no idea what they
are saying.

Do not worry.  This is a common problem, not only with new hams, but with
anyone trying to enter a new area.  Whether you are a novice radio operator,  a
doctor, lawyer, teacher, or engineer every profession and hobby, for that matter,
has its own language.  Until you learn or master it(to a degree) you are an outsider.  
Once you have  learned the lingo peculiar to that field, however, you are one of the
group.  Consider it as one of those rites of passage or initiation fees.  

So, to help ease you into the Amateur Radio fraternity(or sorority), here is a short
list of some of what you may hear on the air.

By way of introduction, many of these come from the days when CW or morse
code dominated amateur radio.  Then, brevity was key, because while sending
morse code at 25 words per minute is very fast, it is nonetheless, very slow if
spoken or read.  Abbreviations and codes were, thus,  developed to condense a lot
of words and meaning into a few standard letters.

So, here is a short list of some of the more common abbreviations
YL-young lady
OM-Old man
XYL-wife
73-goodbye
K- Over
KN-Over and I will respond only to the person I am talking to
SK-end of contact, and I will not reply
88-hugs and kisses(not used very often)

Q CODES

The Q codes is an extensive list of words and phrases that radio operators use
frequently that are condensed into a three letter Q code.  For example, QTH means
“My location is-“.  If an operator wanted to know the location of the other operator
he or she would send “QTH?”  Which means, what is your location?  The response
would be “QTH Tallahassee.”
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The beauty of the Q codes is that operators can thus “talk” with one another
operator even though they do not “speak” the same language.  A German operator
can send, for example, “QTH?” to French speaker who would understand what was
asked, although perhaps in French, and would respond “QTH Paris” or wherever
he lived.

The military, needing more specifically tailored code to the demands of the armed
forces developed a similar “Z code” that replicates a lot of what the Q codes
covered, but that system finds little or no use in amateur radio.

So, here are some of the common Q codes used by hams

QTH-My location is---
QSL-I  acknowledge your last transmission
QRZ-I am calling you
QSY-change frequency to ---
QRM-man made noise
QRN-naturally made noise
QRP-I am using low power
QRS-send slower(used with CW)

PROWORDS
Similar to the Q code, prowords are used to capture a lot of meaning in a few
words.  Here are a few of the commonly used ones in amateur radio:

Roger-I understand
Wilco-I understand will comply
Affirmative-yes
Negative-no

The phonetic alphabet
The phonetic alphabet helps communications when the bands are noisy and/or
signals are weak.  They have value largely because they are commonly understood
words for letters of the alphabet.  Thus, if the band is noisy and all you hear is
“pha” you can reasonably deduce that the sender said “alpha” because alpha is the
accepted word used for the letter A.  This also helps with clarity when the bands
are noisy from QRN or QRM because the letter “A” may be misunderstood as “K”
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or “T” for “B,” “E,” or “Z.”   It would not be confused if the sender said “Alpha” 
“Tango.”
The problem, of course, arises when operators, unsatisfied with the standard words,
substitute their own, such as Germany for Golf, zanzibar for Zulu, or sugar for
Sierra.  And the list goes on with creativity quickly rendering their phonetics
useless.   

There is real value in using the standard phonetic alphabet.  

So, here is the list
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, Echo, Foxtrot, Golf, Hotel, India, Juliet, Kilo, Lima,
Mike, November, Oscar, Papa, Quebec, Romeo, Sierra, Tango, Uniform, Victor,
Xray, Yankee, Zulu.

10 Codes
Police and other first responders will often use the “10 codes” in their work. 

It is largely, as might be expected, focused on emergency work, which often
involves crime scenes and bodies.  Amateur Radio, as a general rule, does not use
this system preferring instead to stick with the Q codes.

TARS Officers

Philip “Chief” Fussilier David Miner  Tom Brooks    Gerry Gross   Bob Clark
KA5USN             W4SKG K4TB  WA6POZ  K9HVW
President             Vice President Secretary  Treasurer  Board Member at large
KA5USN             W4SKG    K4TB                    WA6POZ            K9HVW@ARRL.net

@hotmail.com @ARRL.net @earthlink.net      @ARRL.net
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TARS COMMITTEES/COORDINATORS

Repeater Trustee: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell KD4MOJ

K4TLH Callsign Trustee: Dave Miner   W4SKG
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
IT: John Pantoja:KM4FAM
Newsletter: Dave Davis WA4WES
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73,

Dave
WA4WES
Printed Circuit Editor
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