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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 4, 2019 TARS MEETING

Compiled and Submitted by: Tom Brooks (K4TB) – TARS Secretary

Call to Order: President Phil (Chief) Fusilier (KA5USN) at 7:00 PM. The meeting
was held at the American Red Cross building.

Guests/Visitors: Jeff Berson (ex-WB2ROC), Bob Wickham (NT4B), and Mike
Walker (no call).

Program: There was no program.

Business Committees:
Minutes: Secretary Tom Brooks (K4TB) said there was no December

meeting. The November meeting minutes were published in the December 2018
Printed Circuit. Stan Zawrotny’s (K4SBZ) callsign in the minutes needed
correcting. The minutes were approved as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) said the report hasn’t
change since published in the December 2018 Printed Circuit. (Total balance
$7,853.29). That report represents the year-end balance for 2018. Anticipated
expenditures are now shown in the report as requested at the last meeting. He said
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effective January 1st, the website only shows people who are paid up for 2018 and
the future. On the G-mail account members are only shown who are paid up for
2018 and greater. He said that effective March 1st, a person’s dues have to be paid
for 2019 to continue receiving membership benefits. After discussion a motion was
made by David Miner (W4SKG), seconded by Bill Lueck (KF4KHJ), and
approved by voice vote to continue sending the newsletter to all on the newsletter
list, members and non-members alike.

Education: Education Coordinator Phil Ashler (N4IPH) said the next class
would likely be sometime in March. He has to check with the Red Cross on the
availability of the building.

Testing: Testing Coordinator Norm Scholer (K4GFD) said there was no
session in December due to unavailability of the Red Cross building, and the next
session will be in February. A notice will be posted on the website.

Repeaters: Chief relayed the report from Repeater Trustee Randy Pierce
(AG4UU) who said the tower work for the .03 repeater (to raise the antenna height
and install new cable) will be conducted the Sunday after next (January 13),
weather permitting. Chief also said that Scripts Television and Entertainment has
completed the purchase of WTXL but we don’t know the impact of that yet on our
use of the tower. Regarding the .91 repeater, Chief said Randy reports a tower team
inspected the tower and found no issues with our antenna other than its tilt. Randy
thinks there is a chance that he can get the tower team to fix our antenna while they
do other work, thus saving some cost. 

Old Business:
Challenger Learning Center: Gerry said they are waiting to hear from the

Susan Borland at the Challenger Learning Center about our club’s support for a
radio contact with the International Space Station. He said she still needs to submit
the application to the ARRL and we want to approve the site to be used if we are to
support the contact. Public Information Officer: Chief said we need a new PIO and
asked for a volunteer. He mentioned the responsibilities would be to maintain the
website, respond to correspondence, attend special events and put out flyers, set up
an information table, etc. Stan Zawrotny (K4SBZ) said the primary purpose of the
PIO is public relations for amateur radio. Stan also said knowledge of HTML was
not necessary to manage the web site as it is menu-driven. Dave Davis (WA4WES)
offered to put a notice in the newsletter to ask what club member might want to
volunteer.

TARS and Feathers Award: Chief said the winner was not present at the club
dinner nor at the current meeting so it was decided not to announce the winner
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until he is present at a meeting. 
Insurance: Gerry said the liability insurance was paid as required. He said

towers and equipment could be insured but he needs details on the items and their
value, i.e. a description of items, models, and serial numbers. Norm said Randy
would need to provide the list. 

Tallahassee Marathon: (Sunday, Feb. 3rd) Vice President Todd Clark
(KN4FCC) is coordinating. He said it has a route similar to last year but for a
change to the ending. He asked for volunteers. The race starts at 7 AM and we will
meet beforehand at the WinnDixie like last year. Todd will check on insurance
coverage by the event hosts in case nonclub members want to help with our radio
support.

MagLab Open House: (Saturday, Feb. 23rd) Chief is coordinating. Need
volunteers to set up around 8 AM that morning. We will have a one-page
information flyer to distribute to visitors.

Havana Hills Bike Ride: (Sunday, Feb. 24th) Stan described the bike ride
event, the hosts’ need for our communications support, and their appreciation of
our past help with event. He said he needed about 18 volunteers and will send out
an email reminder after the Marathon.

New Business:
ARES Report: Dave mentioned that Junior (KG4ITD), in Blountstown,

needs help rebuilding his tower and antennas damaged by the hurricane. Dave is
going over to help on January 12th and asked any volunteers to join him. As far as
ARES, Dave said the plans are to contact the Capital District EOCs to survey what
amateur radio equipment they already have. In February antenna plans will be
reviewed. In March, jump teams will be organized and trained. In April digital
modes will be reviewed for use in EOC support. In May will be the annual
hurricane exercise.

Announcement: John Sample (K4ZNC) said Ray Fielding (KD4RAY)
passed away recently. Ray was the founding Dean of the FSU Film School.

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 PM.
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TARS Treasurer's
Report

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ Treasurer

for period year-to-date

Beginning Balances: 19-Dec-18 Jan 1, 2019

Cash on hand  $               -    $                -   

Checking Account:  $    4,753.78  $      4,753.78 

Savings Account:  $    3,099.51  $      3,099.51 

Total:  $    7,853.29  $      7,853.29 

Summary of Month's
Activity:

Total Receipts:  $       764.00  $         764.00 

Total Expenditures:  $           5.00   $             5.00 

Recipts Derived From:

Members Dues:  $       240.00  $         240.00 

Fifty/Fifty  $         24.00  $           24.00 

Donation  $       500.00  $         500.00 

Veteran's Radio
Fund

 $               -    $                -   

Field Day Radio
Fund

 $               -    $                -   

Interest (Savings)  $               -    $                -   

Total  $       764.00  $         764.00 

Expenditures:

American Red
Cross:

 $               -    $                -   

Fifty-Fifty  $           5.00  $             5.00 

ARRL Insurance  $               -    $                -   

TARS & Feathers
Plaque

 $               -    $                -   

Storage & Supplies  $               -    $                -   

Field Day  $               -    $                -   

VE Expenses  $               -    $                -   

Tower Maintenance  $               -    $                -   

Florida Dept of
State

 $               -    $                -   

Post Office Box:  $               -    $                -   

Total:  $           5.00  $             5.00 

Transfer Checking -> Savings:
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Endding Balances - January 19, 2018:

Cash on hand  $               -    $                -   

Checking Account  $    5,512.78  $      5,512.78 

Savings Account  $    3,099.51  $      3,099.51 

Total  $    8,612.29  $      8,612.29 

*Veteran's Radio Fund  $         500.00 

*Field Day Radio Fund  $         217.00 

*Funds for Tower Repair  $      5,500.00 

*Funds included in ending Balances

Ham Happenings

DX
From To Prefix Call, () Is the IOTA designation

01-Feb ???  CE0Y CE0YZZ      
01-Feb ???  E5 E51DWC (OC-013)    
01-Feb ??? OA A5/OH2IO
01-Feb ??? CE9 RI1ANM     
 01-Feb??? V6 V6JBVS      
01-Feb ??? VK9/X VI9PEACE           
01-Feb 01-Apr 4S 4S7KKG      
01-Feb 01-Feb 5R 5R8IC (AF-090)  
01-Feb 01-Jun CE9    ZL5A (AN-011)     
01-Feb 01-Mar CE9    RI1ANW          
01-Feb 01-MarCE9 RI1ANL (AN-016)
01-Feb 02-Feb J6 J69GD         
01-Feb 02-Feb S7 S79AA         01-Feb 03-Feb VK VI17AC       
01-Feb 09-Mar C5 C5YK               
01-Feb 10-Feb FK FK/F6OBD           
01-Feb 10-Jun Z8 Z81D           
01-Feb 14-Feb K WA5LFD (NA-092)    
01-Feb 15-Aug HP H31S           
01-Feb 15-Aug ZS ZS9YOTA01-Feb
15-Feb 9M2 9M2MRS (AS-015)     
01-Feb 15-Feb JD1/M JG8NQJ/JD1       
01-Feb 15-May V3 V31AX              
01-Feb 15-Nov CE9 VK0HZ                      
01-Feb 16-Mar TR TR8CR            
01-Feb 21-MarKG4 KG4AY       
1-Feb 23-Oct I 4U73B          
1-Feb 27-Feb FR FR/F1TCV  
1-Feb 28-Feb CE9 RI1ANV      
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01-Feb 29-Nov HK HK3/MM0BMG      
01-Feb 31-Mar HK HK3JCL
DX source s - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Contesting

October RadioSport Highlights

RadioSport – Amateur Radio contesting – is continuing strong this
month. Although WA7BNM Contest Calendar lists only 31 sponsored
activities for October worldwide, down from 78 in September, there
are enough contests scheduled to keep you busy depending on your
interest – phone, CW or digital. 

This month’s only major contest is the CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB (0000Z,
Oct 27 to 2400Z, Oct 28). Held each year on the last full weekend of October, this
SSB contest is a great opportunity to work some new countries. The object is to
work as many CQ Zones as possible over the two-day weekend. The exchange is
RST, CQ zone and state. 

There are other smaller DX contests scheduled for all the other weekends of the
month. A few of the bigger ones are listed below with the operating modes
indicated for each. 

SSB Oceania DX Contest, Phone 0800Z, Oct 6 to 0800Z, Oct 7
SSB, CW RSGB DX Contest 0500Z-2300Z, Oct 7
CW Oceania DX Contest, CW 0800Z, Oct 13 to 0800Z, Oct 14
SSB Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 1200Z, Oct 13 to 1200Z, Oct 14
RTTY,
BPSK63

Russian WW Digital Contest 1200Z, Oct 6 to 1159Z, Oct 7

RTTY JARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Oct 20 to 2400Z, Oct 21
RTTY Makrothen RTTY Contest 0000Z-0800Z, Oct 13 and

 1600Z-2400Z, Oct 13 and
 0800Z-1600Z, Oct 14
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CW Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Oct 20 to 1500Z, Oct 21

The Makrothen RTTY Contest is somewhat different from the usual DX contest.
The contest exchange is the first 4 characters of the “Maidenhead Grid
Square Locator” (grid locator) for the station QTH (i.e. EM70, FM19,).  The
multiplier is the distance, in kilometers, between the two stations. Don’t worry, the
contest officials will calculate the distance for each contact.

There is also a contest just for YLs. The YLRL DX/NA YL Anniversary Contest
(1400Z, Oct 5 to 0200Z, Oct 7) is only for YLs (and XYLs, of course) – contacts
with OMs do not count.

Of special note is the ARRL School Club Roundup (1300Z, Oct 15 to 2359Z,
Oct 19 and 1500Z, Oct 20 to 1500Z, Oct 21). The Roundup is held each school
year in October and February to foster contacts with and among Elementary,
Middle/Intermediate/Junior High School, High School and College/University
radio clubs. Non-school clubs and individuals are encourage to participate. See
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup for details.

State QSO Parties

There are 7 State QSO Parties this month. They include:
California QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 6 to 2200Z, Oct 7
Nevada QSO Party 0300Z, Oct 13 to 2100Z, Oct 14
Arizona QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 13 to 0600Z, Oct 14 and

 1400Z to 2400Z, Oct 14
Pennsylvania QSO Party 1600Z, Oct 13 to 0500Z, Oct 14 and

 1300Z-2200Z, Oct 14
South Dakota QSO Party 1800Z, Oct 13 to 1800Z, Oct 14
New York QSO Party 1400Z, Oct 20 to 0200Z, Oct 21
Illinois QSO Party 1700Z, Oct 21 to 0100Z, Oct 22

One of my favorites of this group is the California QSO Party. This state QSO
party is almost popular enough to qualify as a major contest. The top 20 CA and
top 20 non-CA S/O stations will receive a personalized bottle of NCCC Private
Reserve California Wine. The NCCC offers the WACC (Worked All California
Counties) award for anyone working all 58 California counties anytime, as part of
CQP or other operating.   
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The exchange for most state QSO parties is RST and your state, although a few ask
for a serial number. Please check the rules. Please do not give YOUR county
(except in the Florida QSO Party).

Summary

These are just a few of the major contests this month. There are a dozen or more
others each weekend including most modes and bands ranging from 160 meters up
to the GHz (and light). You are sure to find something that suits your interests. If
you have never contested, everyone has a first time.

Before participating in any of these contests or events, please familiarize yourself
with the frequencies, exchanges, rules, etc. associated with the event. The
WA7BNM Contest Calendar (http://www.contestcalendar.com//index.html) can
provide most of the information, as well as a link to the contest’s home page,
which will give you a “flavor” for the contest and let you know about any special
prizes like a bottle of wine or a weekend stay at a beach.

RadioSport is a diverse and somewhat complex subject area. If you have any
questions about contesting or any suggestions or comments about this column,
please address them directly to Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, at K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com.

February 2019
+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Feb 1

0200Z-0330Z, Feb 1
+ NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 1

+ Vermont QSO Party 0000Z, Feb 2 to 2400Z, Feb 3

+ 10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB 0001Z, Feb 2 to 2359Z, Feb 3

+ Black Sea Cup International 1200Z, Feb 2 to 1159Z, Feb 3

+ F9AA Cup, CW 1200Z, Feb 2 to 1200Z, Feb 3

+ Mexico RTTY International Contest 1200Z, Feb 3 to 2359Z, Feb 4

+ FYBO Winter QRP Sprint 1400Z-2400Z, Feb 2

+ Minnesota QSO Party 1400Z-2400Z, Feb 2

+ AGCW Straight Key Party 1600Z-1900Z, Feb 2

+ British Columbia QSO Party 1600Z, Feb 2 to 0400Z, Feb 3 and

 1600Z-2400Z, Feb 3
+ FISTS Winter Slow Speed Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, Feb 2

+ North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 3

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 2000Z-2130Z, Feb 4
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+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z-0400Z, Feb 5

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 6

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 6

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Feb 6 and

 1900Z-2000Z, Feb 6 and

 0300Z-0400Z, Feb 7
+ UKEICC 80m Contest 2000Z-2100Z, Feb 6

+ NRAU 10m Activity Contest 1800Z-1900Z, Feb 7 (CW) and

 1900Z-2000Z, Feb 7 (SSB) and

 2000Z-2100Z, Feb 7 (FM) and

  2100Z-2200Z, Feb 7 (Dig)
+ SKCC Sprint Europe 2000Z-2200Z, Feb 7

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Feb 8

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 8

+ NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 8

+ CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 0000Z, Feb 9 to 2359Z, Feb 10

+ SARL Field Day Contest 1000Z, Feb 9 to 1000Z, Feb 10

+ Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW 1100Z-1300Z, Feb 9

+ Dutch PACC Contest 1200Z, Feb 9 to 1200Z, Feb 10

+ SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, Feb 9 to 2400Z, Feb 10

+ KCJ Topband Contest 1200Z, Feb 9 to 1200Z, Feb 10

+ YLRL YL-OM Contest 1400Z, Feb 9 to 0200Z, Feb 11

+ OMISS QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 9 to 1500Z, Feb 10

+ FISTS Winter Unlimited Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, Feb 9

+ RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest 1900Z-2300Z, Feb 9

+ Balkan HF Contest 1300Z-1700Z, Feb 10

+ 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint 0100Z-0300Z, Feb 11

+ CQC Winter QSO Party 0100Z-0259Z, Feb 11

+ ARRL School Club Roundup 1300Z, Feb 11 to 2359Z, Feb 15

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Feb 13

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 13

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 13

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Feb 13 and

 1900Z-2000Z, Feb 13 and

 0300Z-0400Z, Feb 14
+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 2000Z-2130Z, Feb 13

+ PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint 0000Z-2359Z, Feb 14

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Feb 15

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 15

+ NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 15

+ ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Feb 16 to 2400Z, Feb 17

+ SARL Youth Day Sprint 0800Z-1000Z, Feb 16

+ Russian PSK WW Contest 1200Z, Feb 16 to 1159Z, Feb 17

+ Feld Hell Sprint 1900Z-2059Z, Feb 17
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+ AWA Amplitude Modulation QSO Party 2300Z, Feb 16 to 2300Z, Feb 17

+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Feb 18

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 20

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 20

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Feb 20 and

 1900Z-2000Z, Feb 20 and

 0300Z-0400Z, Feb 21
+ AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening 1900Z-2030Z, Feb 21

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Feb 22

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 22

+ NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 22

+ CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 2200Z, Feb 22 to 2200Z, Feb 24

+ REF Contest, SSB 0600Z, Feb 23 to 1800Z, Feb 24

+ UBA DX Contest, CW 1300Z, Feb 23 to 1300Z, Feb 24

+ South Carolina QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 23 to 0159Z, Feb 24

+ NA Collegiate Championship, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 23 to 0559Z, Feb 24

+ North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 23 to 0559Z, Feb 24

+ High Speed Club CW Contest 0900Z-1100Z, Feb 24 and

 1500Z-1700Z, Feb 24
+ SARL Digital Contest 1400Z-1700Z, Feb 24

+ Classic Exchange, Phone 1400Z, Feb 24 to 0800Z, Feb 25 and

 1400Z, Feb 26 to 0800Z, Feb 27
+ North Carolina QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 24 to 0059Z, Feb 25

+ SKCC Sprint 0000Z-0200Z, Feb 27

+ QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Feb 27

+ Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Feb 27

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Feb 27 and

 1900Z-2000Z, Feb 27 and

 0300Z-0400Z, Feb 28
+ UKEICC 80m Contest 2000Z-2100Z, Feb 27

+ RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 2000Z-2130Z, Feb 28

See Live Contesting Action With On-Line Scoreboards

Contesting has traditionally been a very lonely sport.  You sit in your
shack, make QSOs, and then find out how you did at the end. That requires a lot of self-
motivation to keep going when conditions are poor.

But all of that has changed now. You can watch the contest almost live with scoreboards that
provide the current score along with contact summaries for the other participants.   You can get
an idea of how you are doing compared to other operators that you want to “compete” with. You
can chase the next score above you on the scoreboard.  This can add fun to the contest, especially
when you are only operating part time.  You check to see who is ahead of you and then try to
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catch and pass them.  There is a little burst of excitement when you pass them.  Especially if the
other guy passes you back and the race is on.

It is very cool to watch the scores (also broken down into QSO and Multipliers) constantly
update. You will find yourself "competing" against a CU8 station and also a W7 who you didn't
even know. You can filter it down to your own subcategory of competition or open up the filters
and get the big picture. You can specify the callsign of a friend or your club members and have a
mini-contest of your own.

The ARRL and CQ have confirmed that watching a scoreboard during the contest does not put
you in the Assisted category.  It is also a great way to keep a multi-op team motivated and
engaged.  Even the ops that go home to sleep can follow the progress of the team. You don’t
even have to be actively competing to watch the scores.

All you need to add your score to the scoreboard is a popular logging
software and an Internet connection.  One popular scoreboard is
http://contestonlinescore.com (COSB), which is operated by Victor VA2WA. All the details
about how to set up your logger are available at
https://contestonlinescore.com/blog/documents/ . If you set up your logger to use the "score
distributor server" then your score will be sent to other scoreboards in addition to COSB.

Once you have the logger broadcasting your score every 5 minutes or so, you focus on operating
the contest.  The logger and scoreboard will work
silently in the background.  You can keep a small browser window open on
the screen that is showing the scores for your operating category.  There is even a small mobile
phone icon near the top of the COSB page that will take you to a page optimized for mobile
phones so you can keep an eye on the contest from anywhere. 

You can also enable your family to watch how you are doing in the contest. Who needs football
to keep them entertained? You will hear their cheers (and jeers) for you coming from the living
room.

Give the scoreboard a try and see if you like it.  

Upgrading your License

You got your license a couple of years ago, and have been on the local repeaters,
some club meetings, and listened to and even checked into the Sunday evening
ARES nets.  In the back of your mind there is the nagging question, “Is this all
there is?”  For some, yes, that is all there is to amateur radio, but for most the
answer is a resounding no.  There is, literally, a world waiting for your discovery. 
The key to this voyage, however, is the general or extra class license.  With it in
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hand, you can open the door to a dazzling spectrum of radio activity that is only
hinted at, and then weakly, by the limits imposted by the Technician class license.

The way it was.  I was first licensed in 1965.  At that time there were four
levels of amateur radio licenses.  The novice class required you send and receive
morse code at 5 words per minute (WPM), and take an examination of 50 or so
questions about radio theory and practice, and the rules and regulations governing
ham radio.  It was an entry level license given under the direction of another ham, 
sort of like we have today with the Volunteer Examiners.   Once licensed,  the
novice ham could use only narrow parts of the 80, 40, 20, and 15 meter bands (as I
recall). Your transmitter also was crystal controlled, which meant you could send
on only those frequencies for which you had a crystal.   He or she also had no
access to the VHF frequencies, which was OK because in the 1960s there was not
much going on there.  It was also good for only one year and was non renewable.

So, in 1965, I took the Novice exam, and was licensed as WN6PCA, the “N”
indicating I held a Novice class license.

The Technician class license also required a 5 wpm code test, but the exam
was much more difficult.  Operators with this license were limited to the amateur
frequencies above 50 MHz.  It was intended primarily for experimenters.

The General class license had a 13 wpm code test and a written examination
that was the same as the one given to Technician class licensees.  Both licenses
were good for five years and were renewable.  Those who held this license could
use all the amateur frequencies, HF, VHF, and UHF.

The Amateur Extra class license had a 20 wpm code test and a much harder
written exam.  It gave no increased privileges, so, as you might expect, few hams
upgraded to extra.  That changed in the 1970s.  Now only the Amateur Extra had
access to all the frequencies.  The General class licencee had a much narrower
range of frequencies available.

At the same time , a fifth level, the Advanced class license, was added.  It
was between the General and Amateur Extra class licenses.  It had a 13 wpm code
requirement, and an Amateur Extra class written examination.  It expanded the
range of frequencies the General class operator had.
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In the last quarter century considerable changes have occurred in the
Amateur Radio licensing scheme. First, the number or classes of licenses has been
reduced to only the Technician, General, and Amateur Extra classes.  The morse
code requirement has also been dropped.   The frequencies each class of license
can use has, however, stayed roughly the same.  The Technician class licensee can
use frequencies only in the VHF and higher range.  The General class licensee can
use most parts of the entire amateur radio spectrum, and especially those bands in
the HF part of the radio spectrum.  Only the Amateur Extra class license gives
access to the entire range of frequencies available.  The renewal period has also
been lengthened from five to ten years.

In the 1960s you had to go to an FCC Field Office to take the General and
Extra class exams, which I recall as being given on Fridays.  At that time I lived in
Marin County, California, so I took a bus to San Francisco, which was about 30
miles to the south.  The Office was in an impressive building on one of the upper
floors in a small, musty old room.  After completing the FCC Form 610, I and a
couple of others nervously crowded around a table while the clerk played a five
minute morse code tape, which we dutifully copied.  I was nervous and excited. 
Knowing that I could not renew my Novice class license, I had spent months
listening to W6OWP, an ARRL affiliate in California, broadcast its nightly code
practice.  I had also bought a book on radio theory, and after doing my home work
I would pore over radio theory, FCC rules, and operating practices.  It was an
exhilarating time learning about the radio spectrum, class A, B, and AB amplifiers,
oscillators, and band plans.

So, I took the code test and passed it.  The clerk then handed out the written
examination, and after completing it and turning it in to the official, I waited.  In
those days it took about 6 weeks to receive an answer.  If you failed the written
part you got a nice letter saying so.  If you passed the FCC sent you your general
class license.

The wait was worse than Christmas, but finally I got my letter saying I had
passed, and my license call sign was now WB6PCA, the “B” indicating I was now
a General class Amateur Radio operator

Despite the many changes in Amatuer Radio, some things have remained the
same.  The focus of the  examinations for the the Technician and General class
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licenses have about the same level of difficulty, but the Amateur Extra class license
is significantly harder.

Also, unlike the 1960s, the FCC has developed a pool of questions, which it
has put on the Internet, and which you can download and study.   From, say, 200
questions, it will create an examination of 50 questions for you to answer.  So, the
obvious approach to upgrading your Technician class license is to download the
pool of questions and then set about memorizing the answers to the questions.

With the changes in licensing and the availability of the questions used to
test applicants,  the FCC clearly wants people to become licensed Amateur Radio
Operators.  Plenty of sites are online to help you upgrade your Technician class
license to a General or Amateur Extra Class license.  The excitement remains as
high now as ever in the past, as Gerry’s and Stan’s articles above show.  Moon
bounce, digital radio, contests beyond imagination, and Dxpeditions to unheard of
dots on the map can compete with the completing your yearly 1040 tax form, the
Super Bowl,  and trips to the grocery store.  Also, with an upgrade your ability to
provide significant help in times of an emergency, such as we witnessed with
Hurricane Michael, increase.

So, with some effort, the real world of Amateur Radio will open to you.  The
time for upgrading is now.

Public Information Officer needed.

As reflected in the minutes to the January meeting above, TARS needs a
Public Information Officer.  Stan, K4SBZ, elaborated on what the job requires:
“The primary purpose of the PIO is public relations for amateur radio.” He also
said knowledge of HTML was not necessary to manage the web site, as it is
menu-driven.  Of course, the PIO will take some time, perhaps two or three hours
each month, and if you take the job you will have to move outside your comfort
zone.  But, the need for someone to tell the amateur radio story is real and vital.  If
you are willing your service to the hobby and the TARS will be appreciated.  Give
Chief a call if you are interested.
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TARS Officers

Philip “Chief” Fussilier David Miner  Tom Brooks    Gerry Gross   Bob Clark

KA5USN             W4SKG K4TB  WA6POZ  K9HVW

President             Vice President Secretary  Treasurer  Board Member at large

KA5USN             W4SKG    K4TB                    WA6POZ            K9HVW@ARRL.net

@hotmail.com @ARRL.net @earthlink.net      @ARRL.net

TARS COMMITTEES/COORDINATORS

Repeater Trustee: Randy Pierce AG4UU

Assistant: Doug Ferrell KD4MOJ

K4TLH Callsign Trustee: Dave Miner   W4SKG

Equipment Manager: Vacant

Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH

Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT

IT:  Vacant

Newsletter: Dave Davis WA4WES
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73,

Dave

WA4WES

Printed Circuit Editor
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