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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 1, 2018 TARS MEETING

Compiled and Submitted by:  Tom Brooks (K4TB) – TARS Secretary

Call to Order:  President Phil (Chief) Fusilier (KA5USN) at 7:00 PM.  As
announced via email to the club members, the meeting was held at the Leon
County Sheriff’s Office as the usual meeting location of the American Red Cross
building was unavailable due to Hurricane Michael recovery work.

Guests/Visitors:   None announced.

Annual Election of Officers:   Instead of a program, the meeting was started with
the election of officers for 2019.   President Fusilier announced that all the current
officers were running for their positions for the new year, with the exception of
Vice President David Miner (W4SKG).  In his place Todd Clark (KN4FCC) had
volunteered to run for Vice President.  All were nominated by the committee: 
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Chuck Basham (AI4KA).  Since there was only one nomination per position,
President Fusilier asked, if there were no nominations from the floor, for a motion
to elect the nominees by acclamation.  There were no additional nominations. 
Chief read off the names running.  Norm Scholer (K4GFD) so moved, and Don
Pace (KK4SIH) seconded.  The motion passed. The officers for 2019 are:

President:  Chief Fusilier (KA5USN) 

Vice-President: Todd Clark (KN4FCC) 

Treasurer:  Gerry Gross (WA6POZ)

Secretary: Tom Brooks (K4TB)

Member-at-Large:  Bob Clark (K9HVW)

Business Committees:

Treasury Report:  Treasurer Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) said the current balance is
as published in the last Printed Circuit, with the exception that checking balance is
off by the amount of a check written for $32.35 that had not been cashed.  He said,
thanks to those who made purchases through Smile Amazon; in September we
received $9.92 in donations from the on-line purchases.  Gerry mentioned a
potential donation from the Network for Good which had conditions attached.  The
discussion about whether to accept that will be continued at the next meeting.

Minutes:  Secretary Tom Brooks (K4TB):  Approved as published in the October
2018 Printed Circuit.

Education:  No report.

Testing: Alan Terrell (N4KGT) said due to the hurricane classes have been
cancelled until next year when the ARC building is again available.

Repeaters:  Norm reported for Repeater Trustee Randy Pierce (AG4UU).  Norm
said CenturyLink had told Randy that we have to immediately replace the .91
repeater antenna, which was damaged by the hurricane, or we will be off the tower. 
Norm said it will cost about $2,000.  He also said the tower climb to repair the .03
repeater (already approved for $3,000) is being scheduled.
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Old Business: 

Holiday Dinner:  Chief made a last call for those wanting a reservation, he said
there was room for one more person on the list. 

Halloween Howl:  Chief said the event had been cancelled due to hurricane
damage to several local ham stations.

New Business: 

Repeater Antenna Repair for .91:  There was some discussion about the logistics
of repairing the two repeaters. Norm said the immediate problem is to repair the
.91 machine’s antenna before we lose the use of the site.  Jerry Kessler (N4JL)
suggested that perhaps the crew we already had contracted to repair the .03
machine’s antenna could do the work for the .91 antenna first. Norm said that the
repair of the .03 machine’s antenna had already been approved and the crew is
scheduling to do the work sometime within about 1 month, due to other work they
have.  He said Randy has been talking with Baker’s (Electronics and
Communications) about a quote to repair the .91 antenna immediately.  As a result
of the discussion Stan Zawrotny (WA4SBZ) moved that the club authorize Randy
Pierce to negotiate the repair of the .91 antenna for approximately $2000, not to
exceed $2500.  Bob Clark seconded and the motion passed.  Later in the meeting
Jerry suggested that the treasurer’s report show in the notes any obligations like the
approved repeater repair costs, and Gerry agreed to do so.

Testing Coordinator:  Norm Scholer announced that Alan Terrell was retiring as
Testing Coordinator and Norm would be taking over the position.  Alan was
recognized by the club for serving in the position since 1993.

ARES:  Dave Davis (WA4WES) recapped the Amateur Radio Emergency Service
response to Hurricane Michael, the hurricane’s impact on telecommunications in
general, and the work ARES did with the State Emergency Operations Center.  He
thanked everyone who participated and said he would be writing up a summary for
the Printed Circuit.  Chief asked those who participated to raise their hands and he
thanked them on behalf of the club.

 Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:32 PM.
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TARS Treasurer's Report

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ Treasurer

for period year-to-date

Beginning Balances: 19-Oct-18 Jan 1, 2018

Cash on hand  $                -   

Checking Account:  $   2,796.31  $     2,847.53 

Savings Account:  $   5,099.51  $     4,097.70 

Total:  $   7,895.82  $     6,945.23 

Summary of Month's Activity:

Total Receipts:  $      217.92  $     2,807.32 

Total Expenditures:  $              -     $     1,638.81 

Recipts Derived From:

Members Dues:  $      100.00  $     1,520.00 

Fifty/Fifty  $        18.00  $        203.00 

Donation  $        19.92  $        365.51 

Veteran's Radio Fund  $              -    $        500.00 

Field Day Radio Fund  $        80.00  $        217.00 

Interest (Savings)  $            1.81 

Total  $      217.92  $     2,807.32 

Expenditures:

American Red Cross:  $              -    $        550.00 

Storage & Supplies  $              -    $        393.26 

Field Day  $              -    $        302.30 

VE Expenses  32.35*  32.35* 

Tower Maintenance  $              -    $        200.00 

Florida Dept of State  $              -    $          61.25 

Post Office Box:  $              -    $        132.00 

Total:  $              -    $     1,638.81 

Transfer Checking -> Savings:  $  (2,000.00)  $    (1,000.00)

Endding Balances - October 19, 2018:
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Cash on hand  $              -    $                -   

Checking Account  $   5,014.23  $     5,014.23 

Savings Account  $   3,099.51  $     3,099.51 

Total  $   8,113.74  $     8,113.74 

*Veteran's Radio Fund  $        500.00 

*Field Day Radio Fund  $        217.00 

*Funds for Tower Repair  $     5,500.00 

*Funds included in endding Balances

It's not to early to pay your 2019 dues 

Contesting

Stan was vacationing in Tacoma, Washington and filed this report

November RadioSport Highlights

RadioSport – Amateur Radio contesting – is slowing just a bit this month. There
are no major contests, but there will still be enough scheduled events to keep you
busy regardless of whether your interest is phone, CW or digital.

10-Meter fans have two back-to-back events this month. The 10 Meter RTTY
Contest (0000Z-2400Z, Dec 2) is the first weekend of December. The next
weekend is the ARRL 10 Meter Contest (0000Z Dec 8 to 2400Z Dec 9) is both
phone and CW. The exchange is RS(T) and state for both contests. Between the
two contests, you can enjoy 10-meters on CW, SSB and digital, if this band is
open. My experience is the mid-day is the best time for 10 meters this time of the
year.

The CW version of the ARRL Rookie Contest is held in December (1800Z-2359Z,
Dec 16). A rookie must have 3-years or less experience and never had participated
in a contest before. The exchange is RST, first name and 2-digit year licensed.
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Finally, finish off the year while you are home for the holidays with the RAC
Canada Winter Contest Contest (0000Z to 2359Z, Dec 30) sponsored by the Radio
Amateurs of Canada. Canadian (VE1-9) stations are a 10-point multiplier and the
VEnRAC stations and VE0s are worth 50 points. Both voice and CW modes are
allowed. The exchange is RS(T) and a one-up serial number or non-VE amateurs.

State QSO Parties

There are no State QSO Parties this month. Come back in February when Vermont
and the two Carolinas have the first of the new year.

Summary

These are just a few of the non-major contests this month. There are a dozen or
more others each weekend including most modes and bands ranging from 160
meters up to the GHz (and light). You are sure to find something that suits your
interests. If you have never contested, everyone has a first time. Just do it!

Before participating in any of these contests or events, please familiarize yourself
with the frequencies, exchanges, rules, etc. associated with the event. The
WA7BNM Contest Calendar (http://www.contestcalendar.com//index.html) can
provide most of the information, as well as a link to the contest’s home page,
which will give you a “flavor” for the contest and let you know about any special
prizes like a bottle of wine or a frozen Salmon.

RadioSport is a diverse and somewhat complex subject area. If you have any
questions about contesting or any suggestions or comments about this column,
please address them directly to Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, at
K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com.

Ham Happenings

DX
From To Prefix Call, () is the IOTA designation
01-Dec ???  CE0Y   CE0YZZ         
01-Dec ??? CE9 RI1ANM         
01-Dec ??? V6 V6JBVS      
01-Dec ??? VK9/X VI9PEACE           
01-Dec 01-Apr 4S 4S7KKG        
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01-Dec 01-Feb 5R 5R8IC (AF-090)
01-Dec 01-Jun CE9    ZL5A (AN-011)     
01-Dec 01-Mar CE9    RI1ANW          
01-Dec 01-Mar CE9 RI1ANL (AN-016)
01-Dec 02-Dec 3W XV9D                
01-Dec 02-Feb J6 J69GD              
01-Dec 03-Dec 5U 5U9AMO            
01-Dec 03-Dec C6A C6AGU (NA-001)     
01-Dec 04-Dec OX OX3LX (NA-151)    
01-Dec 04-Dec P2 P29RR              
01-Dec 05-Dec ZF     ZF9CW       
01-Dec 05-Dec FG FG/F6ARC           
01-Dec 05-Dec ZF ZF9CW              
01-Dec 07-Dec HS HS0ZNW             
01-Dec 08-Dec PJ7 PJ7AA
01-Dec 14-Dec FY     FY/F5DKO       
01-Dec 15-Aug ZS ZS9YOTA
01-Dec 15-Dec VE     VY0BRR (NA-047)     
01-Dec 15-Dec HA HA90/HG90        
01-Dec 15-Feb JD1/M JG8NQJ/JD1       
01-Dec 18-Dec VP8/S  DT8A (AN-010)    
01-Dec 22-Dec FG FG/F5CFX          
01-Dec 23-Oct I 4U73B              
01-Dec 25-Dec FG TO40R              
01-Dec 27-Dec F      TM70ONU                            
01-Dec 28-Dec FM TO5A                
01-Dec 31-Dec 9X 9X0TA
01-Dec 31-Dec CE9 DP0GVN
01-Dec 31-Dec CN CN2JF             
01-Dec 31-Dec I IY1EY               
01-Dec 31-Dec KG4 KG4WH
01-Dec 31-Jan S9 S92HP
01-Dec 31-Mar HK HK3JCL 

 DX source s - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Hurricane Michael Report

Hurricane Michael crashed ashore near Mexico City Beach with winds
approaching category 4, about 130 miles per hour, on the afternoon/evening of
October 10.  It wreaked utter destruction on the beach town community and for an
area about 50 miles wide and over 100 miles inland.  Marianna and Chipley,
although 70 miles from the coast were destroyed, and as of late November had still
not gotten power and internet service fully restored.

The storm was, in a way predictable, yet uncertain.  Over the last twenty
years or so, the National Weather Service and its Hurricane Prediction Center have
gotten amazing good at predicting the paths of tropical storms.    Indeed, the cones
of uncertainty about a storm’s path have gotten narrower within five days of
landfall.  Michael was no exception.  By early October the storm was tracking
across the Yucatan Penninsula and heading for Cuba.  It was typical of many of the
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storms that develop in the September/October timeframe.  It grew in the Carribean
Sea then moved north or northwestward into the Gulf of Mexico.  

Michael initially looked like it was heading to Mississippi/Alabama area of
the Gulf Coast, but forecasters steadily moved its projected track eastward until it
stalled around the Panama City/ Mexico City Beach area.  As the storm developed
and moved north the cone of uncertainty wobbled east a bit then west, but
essentially stayed put with Mexico City Beach in its cross hairs.

And there it remained making landfall just a little west of that town.  Had
this been a normal storm, it would have brought winds around 100 mph, but it did
not, and here is where the Hurricane Prediction Center’s forecasts showed the
greatest uncertainties.  While it knew where the storm was going it did not know
with the same level of certainty what its strength would be at landfall.

The storm left Cuba as a category 1 hurricane but built as it moved north,
and it was predicted to be a Category 3 when it made landfall on the Gulf Coast. 
Yet, as it moved north the windspeeds showed no sign of lessening and early
warnings suggested it have sustained winds of about 140 mph with gusts much
higher.

So, with some disbelief we watched as Michael crashed ashore, as predicted,
at the Mexico City Beach area with catastrophic wind speeds in the neighborhood
of 140 mph.  The destruction it wreaked was historic in its extremes, and memories
of what happened to New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina came to mind.

Communications at all levels and all types were destroyed.  Cell phone
antennas, if not ripped off their towers were knocked wildly out of alignment with
other antennas.   Commercial carriers lost phone signals for a large swath of the
Big Bend and eastern Panhandle of Florida extending northward well into Georgia. 
Verizon, which had done outstanding service during Hurricane Irma the year
before, somehow dropped the ball with Michael and was widely criticized for its
unresponsiveness.  In light of the wide swath of utter destruction Michael left its
unpreparedness, however, is understandable.

Significantly, county Emergency Operations Centers largely west of the
Appalcachicola River suffered tremendously and were surprisingly out of
communications with each other and significantly with the State Emergency
Operations Center here in Tallahassee.  Its communications systems were non
functional.

Enter Amateur Radio, and if ever the phrase, “When all else fails, there is
Amateur Radio,” was true it was so in October 2018.  For example, the Bay
County EOC, which was at ground zero for the storm had no communications at
all.  No cell phone, nothing.  Nothing that is until hams showed up and made HF
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and UHF links to the outside world.  Teams from around the state responded to the
call for help and traveled to the devastated area to provide HF and VHF/UHF links
to the outside world

As Hurricane Michael barreled north, leaving in its wake a disturbingly wide
swath of communications silence, hams shook off the debris from the storm and
established the ARES Emergency net on 3.950 MHz.  Paul, KJ4G, and Terry,
N0TW, captained the early communications on that frequency.   The SAR net, the
statewide linked system of UHF repeaters, earned its salary in the aftermath of
Michael often providing the only link county EOCs had to the outside world and
the State EOC.  And, except for a troubling generator at the Sumatra site,  the
system worked flawlessly in the hours, days, and weeks after the storm.

Locally, hurricane force winds were significantly less than the 140 mph
catestrophic breezes felt by our fellow hams west of here.  Damage to homes,
businesses, and antennas were likewise significantly less.

But there was some.  Of course, most of us were without power for several
days.  Chuck, AI4AI, had none for six days, which was typical of the amount of
time most hams had no AC.

Surprisingly his antennas stayed up, and KF4KHJ similarly had none that
were downed.   Indeed the common experience was that the VHF/UHF antennas
generally survived just fine.

Not so for HF antennas.  KK4SIH and WA4WES both had 400 foot loop
antennas that now lay on the ground or dangled in 10 foot pieces from trees. Stan,
K4SBZ, also suffered major damage.  “We lost at least 15 trees on our lot. None
hit the house, although two came close. My antennas were able to withstand the
wind, but falling trees took out all three of my OCF dipoles. I managed to get one
back up in time for the CQ WW DX Contest October 27-28.”

 Gerry, WA6POZ, wins the destruction prize, however.   In his words, “ I
lost my Hi-Tower all band vertical.  I also had to replace my Alpha-Delta DX-A
160-80-40 sloper, an insulator broke and in repairing it the wire broke whenever I
bent it.  The Antenna was at least 30+ years old, I bought it in California in the
80’s.” 

Hams also manned radio stations at the EOCs.  Clay, KN4JKU, operated the
station at Leon County’s Joint Dispatch Center for 12 hours on the day of the
storm.  Several hams, AI4GF, KC4NVU, WA4WES, and KK4SIH, worked at the
station at the State Emergency Operations Center in the days after the storm.  

The American Red Cross set up its headquarters at the Tallahassee Red
Cross center and Sal, K4WYF, was instrumental in getting the station there on the
air.
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In summary ham radio did well, and many agencies were impressed by what
we could do.  Yet, as always, we could have done better, and over the next  months
the Big Bend, North Florida, and even Florida  ham radio community will be doing
some introspection.  We will be looking for those  “lessons learned” from Michael,
and begin preparations for Hurricane season 2019.

You probably do not need them, but here are some Michael pictures.
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Request for help

Not sure if you can help or not but I'd like to borrow an antenna analyzer
if someone has one available in the Tallahassee area. I'm setting up a
Yaesu 857 in my truck and need to set up a couple ham sticks (20M and
40M) and my 144 antennas.  Any assistance or direction would be
appreciated.  Jim Warren KI4PBK
jw4570@gmail.com
 

TARS Officers

Philip “Chief” Fussilier David Miner  Tom Brooks    Gerry Gross   Bob Clark
KA5USN             W4SKG K4TB  WA6POZ  K9HVW
President             Vice President Secretary  Treasurer  Board Member at large
KA5USN             W4SKG    K4TB                    WA6POZ            K9HVW@ARRL.net

@hotmail.com @ARRL.net @earthlink.net      @ARRL.net

TARS COMMITTEES/COORDINATORS

Repeater Trustee: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell KD4MOJ

K4TLH Callsign Trustee: Dave Miner   W4SKG
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
IT: John Pantoja:KM4FAM
Newsletter: Dave Davis WA4WES
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73,

Dave
WA4WES
Printed Circuit Editor
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