MARCH 2017

VISIT

K4TLH.net FOR BACK-ISSUES

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2016

1

The Printed Circuit – MARCH 2017

C

O

N

T

E

N

T

Meeting Program
TARS Events Calendar
Great Southern Hamfest
Modern Support for TARS
QST NFL
Trading Post
The Radio Past is Online
HamCation or Bust!
Florida Contest Group
Morse Machine

S
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
9
14
16

DX / Contests
Minutes
TARS Budget
Treasurer’s Report
Regional Clubs and Nets
Repeaters
TESTING – Get Upgraded!
TARS Officers
Publication
Amateur’s Code / Key OTM
Membership Renewal Form

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
24
25
26
27

The Next TARS Meeting - Thursday, March 2nd
7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross – 1115 Easterwood Drive
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.
Talk-in is on the “0-3” - K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)
nd

Join us Thursday, March 2 , 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the
American Red Cross for an after-action review of TARS
participation in the recent Tallahassee Marathon event.
Guest speakers include Ely Rosario, Sheryl Rosen, John
Pantoja (KM4FAM,) and others (TBA.) This will be an
open forum highlighting the strengths and improvement
requirements
of
local
Amateur
Radio
safety
communications assistance. - See You All There!

Upcoming Events

Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

March 2 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

April 4 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing -

May 4 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

June 1 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

April 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

June 6 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing June 24-25 (Weekend)
- ARRL Field Day –
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Circuit Traces

News and General Items of Interest

Don’t Miss the Great Southern Hamfest
Join the Thomasville Amateur Radio Club, Saturday, March 18, at the Deep South Fair Grounds in
Thomasville, GA. The event will run from 7:30 a.m through 7:30 p.m. Contact Jimmy Jones at: (229)221-3972
for more details. Talk-In will be on the W4UCJ repeater: 147.195 +600, PL-141.3 (Metcalf)

Support TARS for FREE!
With smile.amazon.com donations on your behalf can be given to the charity of your choice.

More

specifically, with no cost to you over your regular purchase, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society will
receive 0.5% of your purchase amount. Once you set up this option the donation will happen by default with
no more effort on your part. – During the 3rd quarter of 2016 TARS received $7.88. Can we top this?

Get the Scoop on ARES / EmComm and Ham Radio in the North Florida Area
For an outstanding resource on events and topics of interest for Hams in the North Florida Section and
beyond, make the QST NFL part of your monthly must-read list! http://arrl-nfl.org/

The Trading Post

Equipment and Services

Linear Power Supply
Contact Art Marshall, W1FJI at: art-marshall@comcast.net, for more details. Only $85!

Portable Antenna Solution
•
•

Eagle 1 Fiberglas Push-Up Antenna (31 ft. extended, approx. 4 ft.). Covers 80-10 meters. Can
be ladder mounted to RV/Travel trailer, field use, or permanent mount at home, NOW $75.00, OBO.
Military Surplus Camo-System Mounting Poles, 4’ Fiberglas (5) and Aluminum (8) PLUS
Aluminum Tripod Mount, all in GI-Issue carrying bag, $50.00, OBO.

Contact: Chief, KA5USN@hotmail.com

RADIO-RELATED ADS - FREE! Know a local radio repair service or parts source? Give them a boost here!
BUY – SELL – TRADE – PROMOTE… If you have ANY personal Amateur Radio items that you would like to sell or
trade, maybe there is something you need or you have an event or service you would like local Hams to know about; we
will publish requests in The Printed Circuit for up to three months (subject to editorial review.) Please submit your
th
requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com by the 20 of the month. Please
supply photos and descriptions if possible. You will get three months of FREE ad space here unless otherwise specified.
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The Early Days of Radio – At Your Fingertips
Amateur

Radio

operators

that

have

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

been

licensed for a number of years are probably some of
the world’s best collectors of old equipment. They
may trade one piece of equipment for another, but
rarely is anything thrown out.

Look around your

shack; do you still have your first radio on the shelf or
in a box? Perhaps you may still be using it for your
daily communication with other hams or dig it out
whenever there is an antique radio event on the air. I
can remember my first introduction to the world of radio back in the late 1940’s, when my dad brought home a
multiband war surplus shortwave radio one afternoon when we were stationed in Hawaii. We put up a simple
long-wire antenna from a point near my bedroom window to a tree in the front yard and ran a similar strand of
wire to a water spigot below my window to act as a ground.
In the early 1950’s we had very little TV coverage in Hawaii and it was on for only a few hours during the
late afternoon. The TV looked like a large radio with a fairly small picture tube, there were push buttons on one
side to select the channels and we placed a large magnifying glass over the tube to enlarge the picture. News
reels were flown in several days a week and then broadcast from the local TV station in the early evenings.
My dad figured we might be able to get the news quicker if we had a shortwave radio than relying on day-old
news via television. I’m not sure what stations we were able to pick up, possibly the Voice of America (VOA)
and the Armed Forces Radio and Television Service (AFRTS.)

There were of course, numerous other

shortwave stations on the air providing news and other information from other countries.
I’ve tried to find an image of the radio that we used, but haven’t found anything close to what it looked like.
When we came back to the States a few years later, I became interested in shortwave listening from other
countries and began to collect SWL-QSL cards. I had a large world map on my bedroom wall and every time I
heard a new country on the air I marked it with a small pin. The old WWII surplus radio I had used for years
finally stopped working and I went looking for a replacement. I found a Hallicrafters S-38 for $25.00 which had
some additional features that the other radio was missing. Over the years I’ve collected a number of various
receivers and transceivers, many of which I still have in the shack.
If you were a Ham back in the 1950’s you probably remember the Collins S Line which consisted of the
75S-3C receiver, 32-S3 transmitter, 312B-4 station console and the 312B-3 speaker. It was probably one of
the best early Amateur Radio setups that was available, but had a price that was too steep for the average
Ham to afford. Today there are a number of vintage radio museums and many of these have online sites
highlighting their collections. There are also a number of sites devoted to early Amateur equipment and
usually have a Collins S Line components as part of their collection.
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One of the first sites I found when searching was Jim’s Antique Radio Musuem by WA6DIJ. It has a
very comprehensive list including Boat Anchor Radios, Amateur Radios, Wood Radios, Teletype, Toy Radios,
and much more! There’s an index on the left side of the main page with links to the different areas of his
museum. Jim mentions that as of August, 2015 he had 587 radios in one part of the museum and over 100
Amateur Radio related items in another section. You could spend quite a bit of time wandering around the
pictures and information available on his site. The ‘links’ tab near the bottom of the list takes you to an
extensive list of Radio Clubs and Radio related Museums.
The Classic Radio Gallery is another source for pictures and information on vintage radios. The site is
filled with animated links, just push a button on an old radio to go to a link and watch the radio dial change
frequency. There are pictures and information on early radios that were produced in a variety of countries
such as Germany, France, Australia, Canada and a number of countries in South America and if you’re looking
for old radio parts there’s a link below from the website that may help you find the item.
If you’re interested in the early
history of radio in our country and
technical advances from during the
1897-1927 era a good site is
United

States

Early

Radio

History with information on just
about everything that happened
during that time. It begins with the
individuals and technical advances
in using the early telegraph and the
interest of the Navy to provide
communications to its vessels at
sea. One of the more interesting sections in this publication was an article in the Radio Amateurs News
(1919,) The Auto Radiophone by A.H. Grebe, “Expert Radio Constructor.”

With the success of radio

communication in aircraft, why not experiment with one in a motor car. There are a number of pictures
showing large wire antennas installed atop of Mr. Grebe’s motor car.
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A book written in 1901, A History of Wireless Telegraphy, by John Joseph Fahie, outlines the early
history of the telegraph and is available on the internet. The first “time signals” were broadcast in 1905 to aid in
the navigation of both military and civilian vessels. A short time later, coastal stations were setup to handle
commercial traffic in remote areas. In April of 1917, with the entrance of the U.S. into World War One, the
government, led by the Navy, took over control of all radio communications for the duration of the conflict. If
you’re interested in the history of early radio communications in the U.S Navy, the History of
Communications-Electronics in the United States Navy by Captain Linwood S. Howeth, USN (Retired)
written in 1963 is available for viewing on the internet. This publication covers the history of United States
radio communication from Marconi in the late 1800’s through the First World War. The online version contains
52 chapters and numerous sections within each chapter. You can scroll down the index of the chapters and
select the section you wish to view by clicking on the link. There is a return link to take you back to the index
on each one of the sub-sections.
While searching for information on early radio in the US, I found an article from The University of Virginia.
Three American Studies students produced “Meet Me At The Third Annual Chicago Radio Show 1924,”
providing a look at the emergence of radio in the 1920’s. The site was last updated in May 2000 and a number
of links are no longer valid but what is still available is interesting and covers the early years of broadcasting in
the Chicago area. A number of cartoons from the era show people sitting around large wooden framed radio
consoles in the more fashionable part of Chicago. By 1922, there were about 600 radio broadcasting stations
in the United States and commercials didn’t start showing up until the late 1920’s. The government did not
regulate these stations until the Radio Act of 1927 which authorized the Federal Communication Commission.
The FCC produced a four-page article in the winter of 2003-2004
outlining early radio with an emphasis on mobile radio.

The first

section covers the pioneers of early radio, Henirich Hertz, Nikola
Tesla, Ernst Alexanderson, Reginald Fessenden, Edwin Armstrong,
Guglielmo Marconi and Lee DeForest. There’s a brief biography of
each and their contributions to the development of radio.
The second section covers the early days of mobile radio from the
use in aircraft to modern business and public safety communication.
In 1910, Frederick Baldwin and John McCurdy were the first to trail an
aerial behind their biplane to demonstrate radio’s uses for aviation.
Later in 1921, Detroit police commissioner William Rutledge was the
first public safety official to use radio equipped vehicles.
The third section covers “Cell Phones—One Of Today’s Most Popular Uses of Mobile Radio.” In the early
1920’s both the Marconi Company and the Bell Laboratories were testing car-based telephone systems. Bell
Labs believes its 1924 system was actually the first two-way, voice-based radio telephone. In both World
Wars, the “walkie-talkie” used by our armed forces served a similar purpose as our modern cellphones. The
last section of the FCC booklet lists a number of links to further the exploration of radio through the years.
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One of the most comprehensive websites I’ve found on early radio, radio broadcasting, radio engineering,
DXing and just about everything else was American Radio History. This is a compilation of older books,
magazines and other publications in a searchable format. There are images of the books and other periodicals
along with a searchable alphabetical index on the homepage of the website. Simply select the periodical by
using the image or select a specific area from the index on the left. If you’re interested in shortwave listening,
there are copies of Monitoring Times, Popular Communications, Radio Review/Radio Listeners Callbook
and much more. One interesting link contains 13 audio files of commercials played on various radio stations
on March 29, 1941. This was the time when radio stations changed frequencies and the preset buttons on the
radio no longer worked correctly and had to be reset. One of them added an additional tip, “have your tubes
checked by the technician when they come to your house”.
One of the links near the bottom of the homepage
is a link to the Old Time Radio Researchers Group.
The group’s goals include restoring, preserving and
sharing the classic shows from what is commonly known as the "Golden Age of Radio" (1930-1960.) There
are transcripts from most of the popular radio programs that your parents, grandparents and possibly greatgrandparents listened to back then. Although they are text and not audio, they bring back memories for many
of us sitting by the radio and listening to Abbott and Costello, Amo’s and Andy, Bob Hope, Jimmy Durante, The
Lone Ranger and many more. There are a number of other items on this site that help you relive yesteryear
including WWI and WWII Posters, old vintage radios, movie star pictures, print ads found in several
newspapers and comic book covers. The images are available for private use from the group. They also offer
a free magazine and access to past issues covering a wide area of interest to old-time radio fans. You could
spend hours going through the various sections of the site.
There are also Amateur Radio museums where some of the early receivers,
transmitters, transceivers and accessories are documented. The first one I found in my
search was the Ham Radio Museum sponsored by W5AM. The website is divided
into four sections, an Introduction, Receivers, Transmitters and Transceivers. Selecting
one of the sections takes you to a list of the more notable manufacturers of this type of
equipment, other lesser known companies are found in the “Other” category. When
you select a particular manufacturer, a picture of the item is shown along with some
technical data. If you’re looking for basic technical information on a particular piece of
Amateur equipment, this might be the first place to check.
The Antique Wireless Association, located in Bloomfield, NY had a webpage with vintage spark
transmitters used around 1914, early tube equipment starting around 1923 and some of the more modern
equipment and accessories. You can start with the ‘virtual tour’ or go to the section of the museum you are
interested in viewing. There are drop-down list boxes at the top of each webpage to allow quick access to
different sections of the museum. The site is designed so that you can virtually walk down a hallway and view
the equipment in each room. Unlike some of the other sites, this museum provides a general view of the room
and not each particular piece of equipment. They also have an active Amateur station with the call sign of
W2AN.
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One of the most extensive websites I found was Radio Boulevard - Western Historic Radio Museum,
covering equipment from 1909 to 1960.

This site has some of the best photographs I’ve seen of early

equipment and they cover just about every area of early radio including, Amateur, entertainment, shipboard
equipment and several early commercial radio stations on the West Coast. There are full-length articles on
restoration of early Amateur equipment along with photos. Unlike some of the other sites I’ve mentioned, this
one was last updated in January of 2017.
The Hammond Museum of Radio (Guelph, Ontario, Canada) is another very extensive vintage radio
website with an extremely good selection of early radios and a section devoted to Marconi. There’s also a
virtual tour of radio from it beginning in 1898, through the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s. One page is devoted to "The
Father of Radio Broadcasting,” Reginald Fessenden and noted on Christmas Eve 1906, that Fessenden made
the first radio broadcast in history , with a short speech and playing "O Holy Night" on his violin. Radio
operators on ships in the Atlantic were shocked to hear a human voice emitting from the equipment they used
to receive Morse code.
If you have some of the earlier radios and want to get an idea of what they might be worth, check out the
Collectors Weekly site. When I checked the site in mid-February, there were 582 radios and radio related
items on display. If you want to bid on some antique radios to add to your collection, click on the Auction tab
and see what’s available, what the current bid might be and when the bidding will end. One last thing I’d like
you to think about if you’re into collecting vintage rigs, keys and other items is what are you going to do with
them when you move in to Westminster Oaks?
73 de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net

Links: (Many of these museums and collections have YouTube videos)
Collins S Line photo upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Collins_S3_Line_FSc_090326.jpg
Jim’s Antique Radio Museum www.antiqueradiomuseum.org/amateurradio.htm
Classic Radio Gallery classicradiogallery.com/
Classic Radio Gallery-Parts classicradiogallery.com/links_parts.html
United States Early Radio History earlyradiohistory.us/
History of Communications-Electronics in the United States Navy earlyradiohistory.us/1963hw.htm
Dave’s Homemade Radios http://makearadio.com/
Collectors Weekly www.collectorsweekly.com/radios/overview
Collectors Weekly Auction (eBay) www.collectorsweekly.com/radios/overview/auctions
The Auto Radio Phone earlyradiohistory.us/1919auto.htm
The Chicago Radio Show 1924 xroads.virginia.edu/~UG00/3on1/radioshow/home.htm
A Short History of Radio With an Inside Focus on Mobile Radio (FCC Publication)
transition.fcc.gov/omd/history/radio/documents/short_history.pdf
American Radio History www.americanradiohistory.com/
Old Time Radio Researchers Group www.otrr.org/
OTRRG Scripts to Old Time Radio Programs www.otrr.org/pg06a_scripts.htm
OTRRG Art Work, WWI Posters and other Images www.otrr.org/4img/index.php
Ham Radio Museum W5AM www.radioing.com/museum/
The Antique Wireless Association www.antiquewireless.org/amateur-radio.html
Radio Boulevard -Western Historic Radio Museum www.radioblvd.com/
The Hammond Museum Of Radio (VE3HC) www.hammondmuseumofradio.org/the20s.html
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Ham-Festivus!

Fresh From The Freezer by Mike Maynard, K4ICY

For the Best of Us
There’s but one legend of Ham Radio lore that surpasses even Field Day; the educated read about it in
our hobby’s magazines and the “novices” hear tales of such a marvelous thing from our heroes who go off to
battle it seems, to show up again with the spoils of victory. It took me a decade since being first licensed to
finally get around to participating in a large-scale “Ham fest.” HamCation 2017 was a-callin’ and with the help
of a friend, I too was off to Orlando to visit the “magic kingdom” for Hams. What’s the allure of these radio
bacchanals? HamCation is really just a nip compared to the Japan Ham Fair who hosted 37,000 last year and
even the Dayton Hamvention at 25,000 (now moving to a new QTH, by the way,) but at this year’s record
number of 19,000 in attendance it’s actually the third largest, even now surpassing Germany’s event, and trust
me, it’s grand enough to keep any ham occupied for a solid weekend.

We arrived at the Orlando fairgrounds around noon on Friday and already a crowd of Hams, many
heralding from distant locations, had been there since sun-up, many there a day or so earlier from their
adjacent encampment of RV’s. We claimed our tickets and walked into a large air-conditioned warehouse
where the din of enthusiastic operators, sales folks and random Morse code filled our ears, and yes I said AC
since there really is no such thing as winter down in central Florida. I have to tell you, the overwhelming
selection of hamified goodness was really was an initial jolt to my system. There were vendor booths as far as
the eye could see, each with their own esoteric wares, and presented proudly was sample gear meant to be
touched and tried out. It was before us the whole panoply of our hobby, there for the choosing, with every
aspect and interest well represented!
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Parts, parts, and more parts, and everything’s a
bargain! The major outlets had the larger building and
they came prepared for the kill with top-of-the-line
products. The largest draw was to catch every visitor’s
eye – in HD of course. SDR rigs (Software Defined
Radio) were all the rage with a handful of competitors in
play. So antiquated now are knob and button cluttered
panels.

Flat

panel,

large-screen

LCD

monitors

displayed beautiful “waterfalls” and graphical wizardry
only associated with science fiction a decade ago. The
actual RF circuitry is contained in a mystery box with a
simple glowing status screen, no doubt hiding equally
austere but powerful contemporary computer circuitry.
Even a few knob and button offerings from the brick and
mortar lot discretely contained SDR innards giving them
new super powers including touch screens and
enhanced spectrum processing.
The SDR’s operator now has
an unimaginable arsenal of radio
power

tools

and

logic-driven

software audio filters at their
disposal.

In

between

the

fundamental solid-state amplifiers
and

front-end

RF

stage

everything is done with 1’s and
0’s! I admit I was a skeptic at first
but upon seeing an operator
choose

a

section

of

the

electromagnetic spectrum on the
display, and then to “zoom in and
enhance” like they do on a fictional cop drama, I could only stand in awe occasionally checking my jaw to make
sure it wasn’t dragging on the floor.
The newest and fanciest gadgetry was only the tip of the HamCation iceberg. Did I mention there was
something for everyone? If you needed an amplifier there were guys for that, if you needed a power supply, a
length of quality low-loss bi-polymer UV-resistant coax, there were many guys for that. There were connectors
for all scenarios, baluns galore, and even solar-power solutions if you were so inclined. Antennas grew in
groves like the oranges down there; if there was a particular design recipe in mind, all you had to do was reach
out and pluck what you needed. There were stacks on stacks on stacks of tuners and a field of chirping code
practice oscillators caroling the sweet and subtle machinations of a menagerie of magnetic, ball bearing
actuated CW keys, so finely tuned, I swore they would begin to sing even before my fingertips grazed their
beautiful precision-milled paddles.
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The “maker” market has seen an emergence in the Ham radio realm as
of late, but really, you could call it a renaissance for homebrewing. One
vender carried a wealth of useful electronics components and kits catered
for our hobby as well as a vast selection of Arduino “shield” devices. You
could also find table after table of vintage vacuum tubes, capacitors of
curious values and bins chocked full of swarming insect-like integrated
circuits. Did you need any gear for in-person communications? Not a
problem, for it seemed like every fifth vendor sold custom embroidered ball
caps and tee shirts promising to visually fulfill the FCC interval identification
requirement from a hundred paces.
The high-dollar commercial side of things is really only one component
to a Ham fest. Weather you call it the “bone yard,” the “swap meet” or “tail
gate row,” the salt-of-the-earth hams among us put their attic treasures,
surplus scraps and hand-me-downs that cluttered up the shack to the test
of the bazaar for the rest of us to discover and haggle over. There were a
half-dozen row of trucks, RV’s and cars spanning the grounds where one
man’s treasure was another man’s treasure (and a lot of junk too) including
all makes and models of rigs, sold as-is of course, many for breathtakingly
low-low prices – and that was just the outside area!
If you had a little more scratch you could
set up shop inside of the large Swaps
warehouse where the rain, if any, didn’t
threaten. These vendors had much more to
offer from batteries to jewelry for the XYL. If
you needed a part for your repeater tower, it
was probably there, if it was Chinese-market
audio gear, they had that. At one table would
be three vintage Trans-Oceanic SWL’ers and a
row of vintage CW keys for hundreds ($$$)
each and right next to it another vendor’s table with, I
kid you not, a bin containing a half-dozen vintage keys
for $30 each.
kittens!

It might as well been a basket of

Really, the value of the Swaps precedes

itself. There you can give your beloved gear of
yesteryear the most probability of going to a good
home while making enough cash to purchase
something you’ve only dreamed of.
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Ham Fests, especially the Orlando HamCation is really
more than a marketplace with so much more in the offering.
A few special clubs from around the nation set up exhibits
including the Morse Telegraph Club Florida Chapter (FX)
who specializes in preserving the roots of electronic
communications in the ‘wired’ railroad telegraphy system.
As you can see from the cover photo, there was even a
fellow dressed in period appropriate attire who would tap
away some serious American Morse on a sounder. In fact,
the operator was gracious enough to pose for this shot.
There were also several EmComm-centric exhibits decked
out with impressive “Ninja Turtle” command vans.

But surely, your XYL’s back home didn’t
send you to Orlando to wipe out your bank
accounts on ‘second Christmas’. There was
a pretty diverse and extremely informative
forum lineup throughout Friday and Saturday
including discussion on Women in Ham
Radio,

Flex

Radio,

QRP

Backpacking,

EmComm, Digital Radio topics, Kit Building,
AMSAT and more! And did I mention the
raffle? No? Well I didn’t win anything either.
So all that walking, talking and gawking was
sure to make a Ham hungry of course, so
there was certainly an appetizing selection of
Fest-chow from various vendors, including a
pretty

good

sausage,

barbeque

Phillies,

offering,

hamburgers,

pizza, and you name it!

Italian
chicken,

However, if you

thought you got off Scott-free on a bargain
vintage chrome Astatic tall-boy microphone,
you spent the rest of your d’aux on premiumpriced food. [And really, could there be any
more Astatic desk mics? I mean, what was
with the hundreds of them in Swap? Like,
each and every table must have had four of
them, selling for only $40 a pop.]
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I didn’t go down there with an open wallet either as I was armed with a budget and a wish list. I wasn’t
sure what to expect on my trip and I sure didn’t expect to find everything – but you know, finding everything on
my list was what actually happened! I didn’t go down to buy a new radio or cash in on the newest technology
craze; what I found were genuine needs and wants to help me rekindle my enjoyment for the hobby. I found
simple things like cables, connectors and enough ingredients to bake a simple antenna. I even found a small
electronics kit version of a circuit that was giving me a fit, and a small battery to run a QRP rig. And just when I
thought I checked off the entire list a certain wish item presented itself to me and for a bargain price. Let’s just
say I was a little excited!

If we Hams know how to do one thing better than any other hobby group in the world it’s communicate,
and do so well, making QSO’s in the spirit of good will and camaraderie, and that’s of the air. Get us together
en masse and you’ll find us making “eyeball” QSO’s with just as much fervor. Like a small city, RV’s and motor
homes housed the citizens who congregated amid the many pavilions and eateries, and it was not too
surprising to run into what seemed like half of TARS. I also noted a handful of other ‘calls’ I remember talking
to on HF and the local repeater and I even crossed paths with W4ICY whom picked up his vanity around the
same time I did my own. I have to say that I found it a treat to see that this newsletter’s own Art, W1FJI, and
his XYL had a table and they were great conversation. I think many of you who know Art find him to be
gracious character.
It must be noted that the hobby of Amateur Radio is by no doubt the world’s greatest fraternity (and
sorority) and even more so than most religions as the religious, no matter how well intentioned, tend to judge.
No matter the person, circumstance or exterior affiliation such as creed, country, and yes religion, the Ham
radio operator is friend to all who grace the air waves. And we are gracious hosts to the rest of the world for
we are willing to share our knowledge, our time and even our equipment, and in turn we may even ask to help
them in times of disaster, all for the better good. [We’ll excuse the few ill-tempered curmudgeons for this
dissertation – everyone has that crazy uncle.]
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The examples of our best qualities often surface; on the Saturday before leaving the hotel for Hamcation,
the lobby and breakfast area was standing-room-only as many families has their sights on the local
amusements, and we were barely able to secure our own table. Standing with their trays in hand a Ham
couple was only getting apologies from the waitress. I got their attention and invited them to sit down with us.
The waitress thanked me [for some reason,] but I knew that it was just par for the course for “birds of a
feather.” No matter where we come from, how old we are or what mode we use, we are all kindred in this
hobby, and it genuinely seems that some of the normal barriers of society are softened for us and we’re more
easily able to make instant conversation with other hams and with plenty to talk about.

It should be obvious to all but the true spirit of the Ham fest event is that of gathering, and even more so in
the aid of helping us Hams to gather, even on the air. If you’re lucky and you’re able to travel, there are a few
fests a year for you to enjoy, a few days each from Huntsville, AL to the many small club ‘tailgates’ throughout
the land, but really, if you do one right you should have no problem gathering with your many radio friends the
other 363 days of the year. Will it be worth it? I can’t say for you, just go to one and decide for yourself. See
you at the Orlando HamCation next year!

Radiosport!
To top off my first day of HamCation I was a guest of Stan, K4SBZ, to this year’s Florida Contest Group
Dinner, a special event honoring the accomplishments of the most determined Hams around and a rally for this
next year’s on-air contesting events, more particularly the WRTC 2018 (World Radiosport Team
Championships) held in July of that year. We were treated to some decent catered barbeque and I heard the
Golf India Red Ale was something else. One main implementation announced at the dinner was for a special
“April Sprint” to solicit (tax-deductible) donations for the WRTC and the FGC will match donations up to a limit.
More details can be had by contacting flacontestgroup@gmail.com or visiting http://wwrof.org/supportingwwrof/. Membership to the FGC is welcome to all for a low $5 annual fee.
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The highlights of the evening were presentations from special guests: Bart (W9JJ), Dan (K1TO), Sandy
(DL1QQ) who represented the WRTC 2018 (coordinator), Chris (WF3C, FCG president), and keynote speaker
Tim Duffy, (K3LR), of the famed K3LR Multi-Multi Contest Station in W. PA. who gave an impassioned talk on
beating the odds, as he did in setting up the K3LR station so far away from the coast, and the steps it took to
become so successful in life and in contesting. His story about the young man who first contacted him on CW
using the PTT on his hand mic only to receive a real key for Christmas thanks to Tim brought a cheer from the
crowd. DX Engineering, a backer from FCG and WRTC was well represented that night as well.

The icing on the cake of this year’s FCG dinner, which also had record attendance, was the incredible
prize raffle. With the help of major sponsors including DX Engineering, Yaesu and the ARRL, great prizes
including five HF band-pass filters, ARRL handbooks, $300 towards tower work, $700 towards a linear
amplifier and more were bestowed upon lucky attendees [which consequently, many of the same winners won
multiple times,] but hold on to your hats folks, the grand prize of the evening, going to AJ4XM, was a brand
new Yaesu FT-DX1200! You read that right! Surely these “radiosport” contesters have lightning in their blood,
and a steady resolve to out-do themselves and others in the world’s greatest sport – in the world’s greatest
hobby – so if you’ve got what it takes to rack in the QSO’s and amp up the multipliers then the FCG is for you.
So how can you get into contesting? Assuming that [you] have little experience with radiosport, it’s not as
hard as you think and you don’t have to be a CW speed wizard or PSK expert to join in. Do you operate on
HF? Are you willing to try new modes? Do your license privileges allow you to work in the international DX
portions of each band? Do you have time on the weekend and a competitive spirit? If you’ve answered yes to
any of those questions then you really don’t need much more besides a few pointers, and you can get those
from many contesting experts in your club. If you’re a member of TARS just ask Stan, K4SBZ, or Gerry,
WA6POZ (and many others) and they’ll be glad to point you in the right direction, and feel free to contact the
FCG for eager assistance. Simply look over the next section in this newsletter [Ham Happenings] and choose
an event that suites your operation time and mode. Click on the link to their website for any specific scoring
rules and just get on the air when the operator says “CQ Contest.”
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You can take each contact at your own
pace while you learn how to fill out your
contact information via one of the few logging
applications and online QSL report submission
sites. Best of all, when you make a contact to
a contest station, usually all that’s requested is
your call and a canned “5/9” to indicate that
both of you made a clear contact. Sometimes
there is a little extra information like your own
even contact count number or DX Zone, but
essentially you’ll easily get the gist just by
listening to other Hams like yourself trying to
break through the “pileup” to get picked by the
contest operator. The skills used to work a
contest are in line with making DX contacts as well which will also help towards earning great awards such as
your DXCC and WAS. A major benefit to contesting that is usually forgotten is that you are building skills and
experience which may help when you are called upon in the aftermath of a communications disaster. Don’t be
afraid to make a “poor” number of contacts at first because ultimately, the only one you are competing against
is yourself.

Welcome To The Machine
More hams these days have been getting the CW bug, so to speak, and thanks to CW training websites
and smartphone apps, budding CW aficionados are not only mastering the code but revving up their copy
speeds. This is in contrast to the days where the FCC required you to possess a level of code proficiency
before getting licensed and the path to getting there had prospects drudging through hours of ineffective audio
training tapes and inconvenient code-practice broadcast sessions. CW training had all the allure of sitting
down to eat the same feckless, luke-warm bowl of oatmeal for breakfast every day. Fast-forward, the advent
of enthusiast groups such as the SKCC, the competitive contest groups such as the FCG, also no FCC
requirement, the proliferation of inexpensive but powerful modern CW/QRP rigs and a broadening selection of
designer keys have only fueled the continued growth and interest in the CW aspect of the hobby.
Since the World Wide Web allows for the collaboration of thousands with the same goals and interests, it
goes without saying that a solid consensus would surface as to which methods work and don’t work for Morse
code training and increased proficiency in speed and accuracy. The Koch and Farnsworth methods have
aided millions over time to pass their tests and grow to a level of confidently making contacts on the air. If
you’re familiar with training on LCWO.net you know that this site provides many avenues for increasing CW
proficiency. Whether you are trying to learn the code for the first time or practicing to become a call sign speedcopy contest contender, LCWO.net has something for you and they even track your progress with comparison
to thousands of other people all over the world.
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One section of the site you’re sure to have played with is called the “Morse Machine,” which is another
great tool for teaching the code. Originally conceived by Ward Cunningham, K9OX, in his 1977 article for QST
Magazine, a sequence of Morse code characters (letters, numbers and symbols) are sounded requiring a
matching keyboard button press. Each character has an associated bar graph shown for each starting at a
level of %100. As the accuracy and speed of each correct key press is maintained the bar graph level
decreases to %0 and conversely increases with each error. As the established accuracy threshold is reached
for the current list of given characters, a new character is added allowing for the student to firmly work on true
proficiency.

As with other methods, the code speed is generally set to 20 wpm (with much slower per-

character spacing) so that the student learns to copy by sound and not some other unnecessary mental step.

So have you got a smartphone with Android? For only 99 cents from Google Play you can install Morse
Machine for Ham Radio (v3.0) from Andrea, IU4APC, where “You’ll find yourself learning CW with fun as if it
is a game.” In Andrea’s app the characters are laid out in a full-screen touch-pad keyboard, each button box
with its associated accuracy graph above it. There are multiple character lists to choose from and many other
user-defined options and it will even keep track of your performance to gauge your progress. At just under a
buck and rated at 4.8 stars, Morse Machine for Ham Radio is sure to be a fun and easy way to learn the code!
So I can admit that when I’m off the air for a while my CW copying can get a bit rusty. To freshen up a bit
I could copy a few QSO’s now and again, but I found that this app gives me that accurate feedback I need to
know I’m copying the right characters; as you can see from the screen-shot above that my 6’s still get confused
for B’s. Look, I’ve been doing the CW thing for just eight years and not decades, so… Morse Machine even
has an intuitive built-in feature where it forces you to work harder on your tricky and error-prone characters
while avoiding those you’re confident with. So after a few days of playing with the Morse Machine for Ham
Radio I’m fairly sure that even a child could be taught the code with this app and enough patience, but even for
seasoned CW ops it’s sure to be another great tool for increasing speed and accuracy. Try it today!

So have you explored the unknown today?
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX

Contest and QSO Parties
04 Mar
11 Mar
11 Mar
11 Mar
12 Mar
12 Mar
18 Mar
18 Mar
25 Mar

0000Z - 2400Z, 05 Mar
1400Z - 0200Z, Mar 12
1900Z - 1900Z, 12 Mar
1800Z - 1800Z, 12 Mar
0000Z - 0400Z
1800Z - 0100Z, 13 Mar
1400Z - 0200Z, 19 Mar
1400Z - 2359Z, 19 Mar
0000Z - 2359Z 26 Mar

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB
Oklahoma QSO Party
Idaho QSO Party
QCWA QSO Party
North American Sprint, RTTY
Wisconsin QSO Party
Louisana QSO Party
Virginia QSO Party
CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB

www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
k5cm.com/okqp.htm
http://idahoarrl.info/qsoparty
www.qcwa.org
ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf
www.warac.org/wqp
http://laqp.louisanacontestclub.org
www.qsl.net/sterling
www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source QST & WA7BMW

DX
From

To

Prefix

Call

From

To

Prefix

Call

01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar

???
???
???
01-Apr
01-Apr
01-Apr
01-Apr
01-Apr
01-Jun
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
03-Mar
05-Apr
05-Mar
05-Mar
07-Mar
07-Mar
07-Mar
08-Mar
09-Mar
01-Mar
10-Apr
10-Mar
10-Mar
10-May
11-Mar
11-Mar
13-Mar

6W/J5
CE9
DU
4S
CE
CE9
CE9
VE
JW
FG
PJ2
TI
VE
FO/A
3B8
8P
VP6
5X
EA8
V3
HK0/A
FG
OY
SV9
FS
PZ
H44
9X
KH6
FG

6W2SC & J5UAP
RI1ANR (AN-016)
DU2/JA1PBV (OC-093)
4S7KKG (AS-003)
CE2LML
RI1AND (AN-016)
VP8DPJ (AN-001)
VY0ERC (NA-008)
JW2US (EU-063)
FG/F5PGA (NA-102)
PJ2/OE3GEA
TI6 & TI7/HA5XA TI6 & TI7/HA9WM
XK150YUKON
TX5T (OC-114)
3B8HE (AF-049)
8P9AL
VP6EU (OC-044)
5X1O
EA8/G4GTW (AF-004)
V31AX
5K0N (NA-033)
TO7D FG/F6ITD
OY/MM0ZBH
SV9/OG55W SV9/OH2NOD
FS/F8AAN
PZ5HS PZ5JW
H44MS (OC-047)
9X2AW
KH6/VE7AHA (OC-019)
FG/F6GWV FG/F6HMQ TO3Z

01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
01-Mar
04-Mar
10-Mar
11-Mar
11-Mar
14-Mar
20-Mar
25-Mar
29-Mar

13-Mar
14-Mar
15-Dec
15-Mar
15-Mar
15-Mar
17-Mar
18-Mar
20-Apr
20-Jan
24-Apr
28-Mar
29-Mar
30-Apr
30-Apr
30-Mar
31-Dec
31-Mar
31-Mar
31-Mar
31-Mar
05-Mar
19-Mar
12-Mar
12-Mar
06-Apr
24-Mar
26-Mar
10-Apr

XT
P4
CE9
C5
HP
JD1/M
J7
PJ7
UA2
CE9
HR
VK
HK0/A
6W
XE
CN
ZS8
PJ2
SP
UA
VP8/H
V2
E5/S
8P
ZF
T2
ZF
GD
KH2

XT2SE
P4/K3DMG (SA-036)
VU3LBP/P (AN-016)
C5YK
HP2/IZ2ZTQ (NA-170)
JG8NQJ/JD1 (OC-073)
J79XBI (NA-101)
PJ7AA
R1336FO R680FBO
8J60JARE (AN-015)
HR5/F2JD
VI8BOD
5J0NA (NA-033)
6W7SS
6E0C
CN2JF
ZS8Z (AF-021)
PJ2/PA0VDV (SA-099)
HF800O
R80RTL
OA0MP (AN-010)
V26M
E51KTA (OC-013)
8P9IF
ZF2CA
T2AQ T2QR
ZF2CJ
MD7C MD1E MD1U
AH2P

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Data in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation. *** DX or Notable

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Minutes

for the February 2017 TARS business meeting

Compiled and Submitted by: Tom Brooks (K4TB) – TARS Secretary

Call to Order: President David Miner (W4SKG) at 7:00 PM (February 2, 2017)
Guest/Visitors: Jeff Sell (K8OE), Trey McNabb (no call sign), Bob Wickham (NT4B)
Presentation/Program: Doug Ferrell (KD4MOJ) presented a talk on “How APRS Works” and how it is used in Amateur
Radio (APRS = Automatic Packet Reporting System). He covered the basic functioning of this digital communications
mode, the history of its development and deployment, some of the past and recent APRS hardware and software
produced, and the uses of APRS such as for sending bulletins, for telemetry reporting of traveler positions and weather,
and for balloon chasing.
Business Committees:
Treasury Report: Bob Clark (K9HVW): Accepted as printed in the January 2017 Printed Circuit.
Minutes: Tom Brooks (K4TB): Approved as printed in the January 2017 Printed Circuit.
Repeaters: Randy Pierce (AG4UU) reported that the tower crew will be on site to work on the antenna replacements
th
for the 147.03 and other repeaters on Sunday, February 12 . He said the new SARNet site on the Sunshine Skyway
Bridge in Tampa is up, and there will be a SARNet forum at the Orlando Hamcation.
Education: Phil Ashler (N4IPH) said the next class would now be in March or April, date to be determined.
th

Testing: Alan Terrell (N4KGT) said the next testing session will be at the ARC at 7 pm on February 7 .
Old Business: President Miner covered the following items:
Newsletter: Mike Maynard (K4ICY) continues doing a great job with the newsletter but is still looking for a
replacement as Editor. Mike will continue to do the cover for the Printed Circuit.
PIO: We are also looking for a new PIO. The President said if no one volunteers we will eliminate the issue.
th

Tallahassee Marathon: Will be on February 5 . Vice President John Pantoja (KM4FAM) needs more volunteers to
support the event.
th

Mag Lab Open House: Will be on February 25 . Chief Fusilier (KA5USN) is coordinating; email him if you can
participate. Chief said we would not have an HF station as it is a poor location for HF, but we would have HTs and
show off the SARNet.
th

Havana Hills Spring Classic Bike Ride: Will be on February 26 . Stan is coordinating; email him if you can
participate.
th

Great Southern Ham Fest: Will be March 18 and is sponsored by the Thomasville amateur radio club.
New Business:
Pre-estate Sale: Nick Adams (W4EAF) said he and Theo Titus (K4MVL) are handling an equipment sale for Dan
Moniz (KI4HGO), who no longer is doing ham radio due to health. Equipment was on display. See Nick to buy after
the meeting.
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Club Ambulance: President Miner announced that we had an offer of $1000 for the old club ambulance, which is
non-operational. Chief moved we accept the offer; Member-at-Large Gerry Gross (WA6POZ) seconded; motion was
approved.
Proposed Budget: President Miner presented the proposed club budget for 2017. Gerry moved to accept; Chief
seconded, the budget was approved by the members present. (Budget is attached to these minutes)
th

ARES Exercise: President Miner announced that there would be an ARES net exercise Saturday, Feb. 4 , 9-10:30
AM. Dave Davis (WA4WES) will manage the event. Simulated hurricane damage reports will be gathered from hams
at home.
QCWA Cruise: Gerry announced there would be a cruise for hams next October. See the QCWA.com web site for
details.
Petition re: ARRL: Gerry discussed a petition being circulated, addressing the ARRL ethics committee’s recent
actions involving the recent SE Division director election. There will be information about this at the upcoming Orlando
Hamcation.
th

th

Orlando HamCation: President Miner reminded the attendees that the HamCation is February 10 through 12 .
Field Day: Chief said he would coordinate with the city for use of the Tom Brown Park for our field day site as he did
last year, if that’s where we want to be. Stan Zawrotny (K4SBZ) moved that we use Tom Brown Park for field day this
year; Adrienne Harmon (KM4NWO) seconded the motion; the motion was passed by the members present.
Debit Card for the Treasurer: The president asked that the club approve a debit card for the Treasurer to make cost
payments such as insurance easier to do. Discussion ensued regarding account security and the consensus was to
have a separate account for the card. Chief so moved; Jack Hanbury (KC4EMS) seconded; the motion passed.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM.

Attachment: 2017 TARS Budget – as proposed at the TARS Business Meeting, February 2, 2017
TARS 2017 Budget
Income
Dues
50/50
Donations
Misc
Total Income
Expenses

90x$20 = $1800.00
180.00
200.00
400.00
$2580.00

Red Cross donation
TARS & Feathers
PO Box Rental
Annual Corp
Field Day
Liability Ins
Special Events
Holiday - Door Prizes
Repeaters
Miscellaneous

Total Exp

$100.00
50.00
150.00
62.00
600.00
200.00
150.00
200.00
200.00
868.00
$2580.00

Note:
Announced at the Feb. 2 meeting - Gifts totaling $680 designated to support repeater repairs were recently received.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for January – February 2017

Submitted by Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Treasurer
Submitted by Bob Clark, K9HVW – TARS Treasurer
Beginning Balances – January 17, 2017
Checking Account:
Savings Account
Total:

For Month

Year-to-Date

$
$
$

4392.32
4095.65
8487.97

Total Receipts:
Total Expenditures:
Receipts Derived From:

$
$

649.88
430.00

$
$

1637.88
430.00

Member Dues:
50/50 Raffle:
Member Donations:
Spaghetti 100:
Miscellaneous:
Total:
Expenditures:

$
$
$
$
$
$

440.00
32.00
177.88
0.00
0.00
649.88

$
$
$
$
$
$

860.00
245.00
727.88
0.00
0.00

Banking – Deposit Slips
Field Day:
American Red Cross
Plaque for Tars and Feathers Award
Repeaters:
Post Office Box Rent
ARRL Club Insurance
Donation to the Great Southern Hamfest
Total:

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
130.00
200.00
100.00
430.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
130.00
200.00
100.00
430.00

Summary of Month’s Activity:

Not Yet Cleared:
Repeater Repairs
Dues
Sale of Club “Ambulance”

Ending Balances – February 17, 2017
Checking Account:
Savings Account
Total:
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$ -4281.79
$
+20.00
$ +1000.00

For Month
$
$
$

4612.20
4095.65
8707.85
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Regional Clubs
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC)
https://www.facebook.com/Thomasville-Amateur-Radio-Club-175698692443216/
Meetings: Generally the first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Thomas County EOC, 1202
Remington Avenue in Thomasville. Park behind the EOC building and use rear entrance.
Please contact TARC for additional details.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.060 repeater, (+ 600) offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office at 7:00 p.m.
Talk in is on 444.450 (+600, pl 94.8) For info: call Doug Bennight @ (850)528-5772 or email: k4gkj@arrl.net
Madison County Amateur Radio Club Visit: http://madisonares.net/ for more information.
Madison County ARES meets at 6:30 p.m. every 2nd Tuesday. The group meets at the Madison County Emergency
Operations Center located at 1083 SW Harvey Greene Drive, Madison, FL. 32340. All Hams and non-Hams are invited to
attend the meetings.
Talk-in: 145.19 (-600 pl 123.0)

When: Tue July, 12 6:30pm - 8:30pm at Lee Town Hall, Lee FL (under the water tower)

Regional Nets
TARS News & Information Net
North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
North Florida Digital Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
Thomas County ARES Net
Grady County ARES Net
North Florida 6M SSB Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM

Morning Drive-Time Net (Informal)
Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
Southwest Georgia ARES Net
SKYWARN Net

Thursday • 8 PM EST (not 1st Thrs.)
Daily • 9:00 AM ET
except Sunday

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8

Sunday • 8 PM ET
Tuesday • 8:15 PM ET
Daily • 6:55 AM ET
Daily • Noon ET
Daily • 7:30 PM ET
Sunday • 7 PM ET
Thursday • 8 PM ET
Thursday • 7:30 PM ET
Tuesday • 7:30 PM ET
Sunday • 8:30 PM ET
Wednesday (or any day)
8:30 – 9:30 PM ET
Mon-Fri • 7:30 – 9:00 AM ET
Third Thursday
7:30 PM ET (or after GA SSB Net)
Thursday • 9 PM ET
First Sunday • 7:30 PM ET

147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8
147.030 MHz, K4TLH + 600, 94.8
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
3590 kHz PSK-31 Mode
147.060 MHz, + 600, 141.3
147.060 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, - 600, 141.3
50.150 MHz

3950 kHz

28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

Some nets have been inactive for some time, however, individuals are encouraged to re-activate these nets as guest net controls.
th
Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com prior to the 20 of the month.
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Repeaters

Capital Area Region

Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

No

Crawfordville

Wakulla

KB5IKR

Yes

Crawfordville

Wakulla

Greensboro

Gadsden

Greensboro

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

PL

145.450 -

94.8

Fusion

444.450 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion C4FM
WIREX Connected (Auto)

Fusion

442.850 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

NX4DN

Fusion

147.390 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion DCS 023
WIREX Connected (Auto)

300

Gadsden

NX4DN

NXDN

444.125 +

94.8

NXDN World Wide Network

300

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

No

145.430 -

94.8

270

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

550

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Host of Echolink Node #3950

Tallahassee

Leon

Fusion

444.800 +

94.8

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

P-25

443.950 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NX4DN

NXDN

444.175 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Wacissa

Jefferson

444.050 +

94.8

Thomasville

Thomas

145.370 -

141.3

Thomasville

Thomas

442.600 +

141.3

Reno

Grady

145.170 -

141.3

P-25

P-25

Fusion

KE4URL

Yes

Special Configuration

Height ft.
300

Temp TARS Talk-In

400

375

Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARnet) See Next Page

600
275
575

550
NXDN World Wide Network

CRMC (200)
TMH (200)

NXDN World Wide Network

175

Yaesu System Fusion (Auto)

600

The most current repeater list is available on the TARS website: www.k4tlh.net/repeaters
For SARnet information (Locations, Repeaters and operational status) visit: http://www.sarnetfl.com/
For questions or issues regarding repeater operation contact Randy Pierce, AG4UU, at: piercer2381@gmail.com
Please report any corrections, additions or deletions for this list to Mike, K4ICY: MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com
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TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!
TARS – ARRL:

April 4

th

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

at 7 p.m.

The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of
th
Tuesday, April 4 , at The American Red Cross HQ, on 1115
Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically
starts at 7:00 p.m. - - - Upgrade exam is FREE upon passing
first exam! - - Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or
check.
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net for more details.

TARC – Laurel VEC: Please Contact TARC To Schedule
Offering an exam session once a month, generally on the third
th
Saturday of each month (March 18 ) at 10:00 a.m. (usually at
the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in
Thomasville, GA) May be held at the Great Southern Hamfest
at the Deep South Fair Grounds… contact TARS for info!
Two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to process. Please note that test sessions may require
forward notice of attendance.

THE TARC EXAM SESSIONS ARE FREE!
For inquiries please contact: (W5YI VE) Alan Slaughter, kg4gav kg4gav@gmail.com (850)933-1574
For general information and updates please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/

TARS Officers
David Miner,
W4SKG
President
W4SKG@arrl.net

John Pantoja,
KM4FAM
Vice President
Hajji.himself@gmail.com

Tom Brooks,
K4TB
Secretary
k4tb@earthlink.net

Bob Clark,
K9HVW
Treasurer
k9hvw@arrl.net

Gerry Gross,
WA6POZ
Board Member-at-Large
WA6POZ@arrl.net

So don’t become some background noise. A backdrop for the girls and boys.
Who just don’t know or just don’t care. And just complain when you’re not there.
You had your time, you had the power. You’ve yet to have your finest hour – Radio, Radio.
– Queen, “Radio Ga Ga”

TARS Committees/Coordinators:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: [OPEN]
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Events Director: [VACANT]
Public Information Officer: [VACANT]

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

• I.T.: John Pantoja, KM4FAM
• Social Media: [Various]
• Newsletter Chief Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com
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Publication
Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH
Find out about TARS events, pass information and ask questions via Facebook.
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse.
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club.
Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH and http://k4tlh.net/
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO or any club officer.

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS Send in photos of your
shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends and family enjoying
radio activities, club events, shack pets or whatever… The Printed
Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you!
We Want You To Write For US Readers and writers are encouraged
to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and howto’s for publication. Public service announcements are welcome… The
Printed Circuit is sent to well over 340 email recipients and downloaded
by hundreds more online and through Facebook, so why not use this
publication to share the hobby you love? 1 page max for PSA/news, 5
pages max for articles. (All Negotiable)
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or
corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as news
write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, local nets, repeaters,
frequencies or etc., please forward that information to us at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor in
Chief) at MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com for inclusion, retraction or correction
in future newsletters publications. Corrections and additions cannot be
reflected until the following month’s edition.
At NO Cost The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE!
Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis. Please
consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these
newsletters a “great read.” Monetary contributions are encouraged to be
made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc., which depends on
your support. You may also consider donating your time and talents by
writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be
considered for publication. The Printed Circuit is MORE than just a club
newsletter!
Distribution The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a
PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the following
TARS business meeting. Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however
you may consider sending us any new addresses for interested
recipients (with their authorization.) Back issues and past articles
organized by topic can be readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/
and http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
E-mail Addresses Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email address:
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (TARS
Newsletter Editor in Chief) at MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com Also, notify us if
you wish to no longer receive the newsletter and would like to have your
address removed. PLEASE STIPULATE IF YOU WISH TO ONLY
RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER via your email address. Payment of
TARS dues is NOT a requirement to receive this free publication.

Find the newest edition of The Printed
Circuit as well as back-issues and past
articles organized by topic at:
http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
Publication Deadline
The deadline for monthly
th
publication is the 20 of the prior month. Corrections
and/or additions may not be possible within a week
prior to publication.
Content/Copyright Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not
responsible for the views or opinions (expressed in the works)
of any individual or organization published within, and are
those of the individual author(s). The Printed Circuit is not
explicitly representative of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society in whole or part but serves as a media platform. The
Printed Circuit is a Not-For-Profit publication, intended for
educational use and public distribution. Articles and photos
MAY be reprinted or re-distributed without permission, only if
written content and photos are not altered except for layout.
Please give source for quotation. If you desire to re-print any
material, a specific electronic copy can be provided for your
convenience – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor),
at MikeK4ICY@Gmail.com. The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society, Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and
license over ALL submitted material. All content published is
subject to copyright, which means that The Printed Circuit
and subsequently, the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
may re-distribute and use all material as seen fit – but grants
the submitting author(s) their original copyright privileges. ALL
submitted content is subject to approval, may be edited, and
irrevocably becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur
Radio Society, Inc. within the scope of its intended use with
respect to this publication and TARS media such as public
relations and advertising. Submission author(s) may request
future retraction (subject to approval) or removal of
submission prior to print. Unless instructed not to, the
editor retains rights to interject, alter, or remove content
WITHOUT author(s) approval. Please do NOT submit
prior copyrighted material unless proper source credit is
given explicitly and such material has been granted
permission and is licensed for re-use! As it is impossible
to verify the source of all text and image content submitted,
The Printed Circuit and The Tallahassee Amateur Radio
Society, Inc. cannot be held solely liable for damages due to
unintended infringement in whole or part. In the event that a
rights-holder to any submitted material presses legal action
for compensation of infringement, the submitting author(s)
must be held responsible and must cover damages.

All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2017 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay League,
through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation
and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

Czech Army RM-31
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
Updated 11/3/16

This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have
not changed any information from last year, merely complete the form
with your name, indicate your member type and ARRL membership status
and make payment to TARS.

Membership Status:
•
•
•
•

Individual; Single member; full voting privileges.
Family; Single member, plus participating family members residing at the same address; all members have full
voting privileges. Complete a form for each member.
Student; Free for students (elementary school through college) with ID; all rights and privileges except voting.
Introductory; Free until the end of year (next year for December) for anyone who passed Amateur Licensing
Exam facilitated by TARS; all rights and privileges except voting.

If no personal information has changed, current memberships can be renewed simply by making payment to TARS.
You must be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society; however, any non-licensed radio enthusiast may
attend the TARS business meetings and functions. Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are
only $20 per individual or family (complete a form for each family member.) Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
th

Membership is per calendar year and the deadline for paying dues for renewing membership is February 20 .
Individuals wishing to reinstate their expired membership status must reapply and pay full dues ($20) for the current year.
TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater maintenance and TARS
events. Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS) and include your
telephone number on the check. Bring your check (or cash) along with the completed form provided below (including email address please) to the next monthly TARS business meeting and give it to the Treasurer - or mail your check and
completed form to:
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315
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