Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

September 2006

http://www.k4tlh.net/
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p. m. on the first Thursday of every
month. Our primary meeting location is the conference room on the upper floor of the
Publix on Ocala Road in Tallahassee. Talk-in on the AE4S repeater 146.655 (down .600,
tone 94.8), or 146.520 simplex if you require entry into the building.

The program for the August meeting will be presented by Richard Smith,
Director of the Leon County Emergency Operations Center

**************************************************
Just a few words:

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting Thursday night. There has been a lot of
Ham activity since the last Club meeting, such as formal training in Emergency
Communications, informal get togethers for antenna forums, or just fellow Hams coming
together to help new hams and not so new hams with radio installations, antenna parties, or
solving electrical and RF ground problems..
The HCA project is promising, which we can discuss the details at the meeting. In addition
the by-laws project is off the ground and moving forward. We are heading into a very long
busy stretch starting in October and ending late summer (hopefully no hurricanes, tornados
or floods will enter into the picture).
These are exciting times, which will provide lots of opportunities for Hams to participate in
their favorite activities.
I know this is going to sound crazy, but please don’t let me forget discussing the Christmas
party. There is a new development that will impact our plans.
73
Dan KI4HGO
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TARS Meeting
Thursday, August 3, 2006
The TARS Monthly Meeting was held at Publix on Ocala Road on Thursday, August 3, 2006.
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m.
President Dan Moniz KI4HGO welcomed the all the members and guests who signed in.
* The sheet listing those in attendance is made a part of these minutes.
Dan handed out an Agenda and called for announcements and preliminary business while the
digital group set up equipment for the evening’s program.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. ARES
Dave Davis WA4WES announced a set of activities to help everyone prepare for any hurricanes
or disasters that 2006 may bring to the Capital District.
A. August 12 after the ARES net there will be a second session of “Working all ECs”. All
Ecs and AECs will be on different simplex frequencies, which will be listed on the K4TLH
website. Area hams are invited to try to contact as many as possible.
B. An Antenna Meeting is planned for Saturday Aug. 26 from 9 a.m. to noon, location to be
determined. Discussion will focus on basics and peculiarities of antenna construction such as
choice of antenna coax to minimize loss and avoid mismatch, fine points of tuning, and safe
deployment. Hams will build several antennas, including a “plumber’s delight” j-pole with copper
tubing and a roll-up with twin-lead. Materials will be bought in bulk, so folks need to sign up in
advance. Details will follow on Sunday ARES net.
C. A Message Handling Net is held on Sundays at 7:30 p.m. on the 146.655 repeater. All
hams are invited to participate and practice using the ARRL radiogram format.
D. A WinLink Test will be held on Saturday, August 5, 2006.
2. Third-Party Traffic.
Dave Miner KI4LHH announced that Jerry K4EFM had surgery and
was in the hospital. Dave contacted Jerry on his HT and conveyed his 3rd party traffic, a
hearty “Hi, Jerry, Get Well” from everyone in attendance.
3. Club Logo.
Dan passed around a new version of the Club Logo by AI4KK and Kimo
K4IMO. Gene also designed a new Certificate form for Club commendations.
4. Dan showed the Certificate “In Appreciation of Outstanding Contributions to Safety,
Security and Aircraft Marshaling” that TARS had received from the EAA Chapter 445 following
AirFest 2006. The Club also received a donation of $300 from the EAA.
5. Appreciation.
Dan KI4HGO presented a plaque to past President, John Swindel KI4EWB, emphasizing how
much Dan and the Club appreciated everything John had done for the Club. John received his
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plaque amid resounding applause.
Dan also thanked Alan W1ABT for arranging the excellent July program at the State of Florida
EOC.
INTRODUCTION of GUESTS
Dan gave a warm welcome to Christopher Welsh, aka “CW”, who was attending with his dad,
Steve AD4E.
PROGRAM
The digital group gave an information-packed and very dynamic presentation on the progress
they had made in the year since Hurricane Dennis affected the Big Bend area in July, 2005.
Paul Eakin KJ4G described the group’s early meetings at the Tallahassee Fire Department
facilities hosted by Doug KI4MOJ; briefly reviewed digital modes and products they had
explored; and thanked Don WA4DSW for opening his home to elmer hams in the use of UIView.
After describing lessons learned in events such as TOSRV and the ARC’s Hurricane Zoe
exercise, Paul emphasized that the group welcomes new members, just make an appointment for
training. Mary Starnes Saunders KI4JOO continued with a detailed Power Point presentation on
getting set up to use WinLInk2000 to send email by radio using a TNC. She distributed
handouts with URLs to more information and emphasized the importance of teamwork and
reliable antennas for the entire system to work. Mary invited hams to view the equipment on
display.
BREAK 8:15-8:35 p.m.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Carlton AG4UT reported that expenditures for Field Day were lower than expected. A proposal
by Bobby KD4QKI was approved and applauded for saving the club $50 by salvaging excess
frozen chicken from Field Day. Expenses for the TCH Tower were for maintaining tower lights,
a responsibility TARS took on in exchange for the tower space. The Treasurer’s Report was
approved. * A copy of the Treasurer’s Report is made a part of these Minutes.
MINUTES
The Minutes were printed in the Newsletter, and approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Testing
Alan Terrell N4KGT reported that a testing session was held August 1st. Donna Light, already a
family member with husband Farley Light, passed her Technician exam; and Dan KI4HGO was
grandfathered as a General, with thanks to Jerry and the call books.
Education
No report.
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Repeater
Carlton Wells AG4UT reported that Randy Pierce AG4UU is doing extra filtering because he is
measuring 10W coming into the “03" machine.
Website
No report.
Newsletter
The August Newsletter was sent out to all members. (See Open Discussion, item H)
OPEN DISCUSSION
Dan Moniz gave his first presentation as President of TARS and focused on items he would like
to see the Club work on and try to improve:
A. Programs
Dan would like hams with special knowledge and skills to come in and teach others about their
specialty. This will help to round off everybody’s experience. Alan W1ABT is trying to line up
programs and he invites area hams to volunteer; perhaps conduct some mini-workshops as part
of the Club’s activities. Members’ active participation is encouraged.
B. Finances
Board members are working on the Budget and Carlton is working on detailed annual accounts.
There needs to be a full, open discussion on everything spent. Dan understand that Club
finances have been a concern of various members, and we should look for creative ways to fund
Club activities. Some work has been done on proposals and grants. All ideas are welcome.
C. Van
Dan has talked with John, David and Ted, among others. He concludes the van ought not be
sent out on long trips. It can be a useful tool especially at local events and gives TARS a
presence. But time has come to plan for a replacement and new equipment. John KI4EWB had
begun work on the idea of 2 trailers. Alan is researching various proposals.
Dan is discussing with Chuck Hall a serious possibility that HCA might provide some assistance
for hams in the area, but a proposal would need to be developed. Dan has been assured by
attorneys at ARRL and Ted Zateslo that there is no impediment to receiving a donation, as long
as there is no “quid pro quo”.
Dan wants to improve van operation by having the DVD of instructions translated onto paper,
with checklists for equipment, maintenance, and use. He suggests a van committee be formed
and that Club members share their ideas about the van issue.
Discussion centered on pros and cons of the van; possible replacements such as trailers which
give greater flexibility; funding; and ways to analyze the van’s costs vs. utility to the club.
D. Bylaws
Various members have raised items that are no longer in use, e.g. being voted on to become a a
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member. These are mostly minor items. After discussion, it was agreed that several members
and the Board would begin to review the Bylaws; if needed, a review committee might be formed
at the next meeting.
E. TARC
The Thomasville repeater 147.195 is now being repaired. TARC is considering linking to the Tall
Pines Linking System and to give TARS the opportunity to link to them - - only for emergencies.
Jerry N4JL, suggests using only a “low use” repeater for such purposes. Paul KJ4G suggested
to link the 91 or 03.
F. President’s statement
Dan emphasized how much he has enjoyed working with the area hams. There are some 30
hams who can always be relied upon to do things. He expressed his appreciation to all of those
who are the backbone of the TARS Club, ARES, and allied clubs in the area.
In a very personal statement, Dan said “I really love ham radio, I’m having a ball. Whatever
mistakes I make are not out of malice or dislike. Everyone contributes something. We need to
work together to meet the mission - - whether it’s ARES or TARS or whatever may come. If
there’s something you disagree with, tell me. I will do anything and everything I can for ARES,
the Club, and hams in the area.” Dan looks forward to creating some events where the whole
area ham community can participate - - TARS, TARC, and SPARC. There should be
opportunities to have fun with the various aspects of ham radio, and let the clubs have fun,
without too much structure.
G. Young Hams
Dan sent out pages from the Georgia Section in the August Newsletter on the subject of young
hams. He believes young hams are the future, they need to be encouraged to participate and
have fun. We need to work on ways to nurture and encourage young hams.
H. Newsletter
Dan relies on people who contribute information and articles. He would like to establish some
on-going sections covering activities such as other clubs and the “Hamsters”. Ideas and
contributions are encouraged and very welcome!
Following a brief discussion, and with no further business to conduct, the meeting closed at 9:20
p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Chantal Blanton, KI4NBU
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TARS Treasurer’s Report
August 2006

(See Last Month’s Treasurer’s Report)
***************************************************
Testing Information
The ARRL/VEC administered FCC Amateur Radio License Examinations are provided in Midway, Florida
at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of EVEN numbered months (February, April, June, etc.) in the
conference room of the FOX-49 (WTLH) studios located at 950 Commerce Blvd, in Midway, FL. The
phone number at the facility is 850.576.4990.

Click me to view/print me full size. (74KB)
There is also usually a testing session at our Field Day operations, which is always the fourth full
weekend in June.
There is a $14 non-refundable examination fee that is payable to the ARRL for the administration of
the test. Please bring your checkbook to the testing session, along with two forms of identification,
with at least one being a photo ID.
There is a new Technician Question Pool as of July 1st 2006...No Block Diagrams...No Electronic
Symbols.. and more "user friendly" ??? questions Both ARRL and Gordon West have new study
guides....The new question pool can be downloaded from ARRL and other locations on the internet..
De Phil
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This course will cover the necessary Federal Communications Commission
rules and regulations, electronic theory, operating practices and Morse
Code (Five Words Per Minute) for the Federal Communications
Commission’s Technician Class Amateur Radio License. The Amateur Radio
Relay League publication “The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual” will be
used during this course and will be provided at no charge to participants.
This course will be offered at the Capital Area Chapter’s Headquarters located at 187 Office Plaza
Drive in Tallahassee over five Wednesday evenings between 6:00PM and 9:00PM beginning November
1st 2006 and run until November 29th (5 weeks).
The class should finish just before the regular VE testing scheduled for Tuesday December 5th at
the FOX49 studios in Midway (the new testing site).
To register please call the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross in Tallahassee at 8946741 or visit our web site at: www.tallytown.com/redcross/training.html
SPONSORED BY
Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
***************************************************

There will be a SPARC testing session next week, Sept 12, at the Shriners club in Wakulla County.
TARS will be conduction a testing session Nov 1 at the Red Cross Chapter House. Two chances to upgrade, do not miss this great opportunity! Good Luck!
73 Ed KC4MHM
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ARES Update
As I write this Tropical Storm Ernesto is heading north, having spared most of Florida from
anything more serious than some rain and wind. September typically is the busiest hurricane month of
the season, but maybe this year will be different. So far it has been quiet. Let us hope remains, but
let us also plan for the worst in case we get hit.
As a Capital District, we have been making steady progress in becoming better prepared. During
the past couple of months we have emphasized communicating without repeaters. The Worked All
EC’s contest has been a lot of fun, and we have learned a lot. We have also had some good luck talking
to the station at the NWS, and if the need arises, Paul Duvall, KA7RAV, the meteorologist in charge,
will let us put the TARS portable repeater there if all the other local repeaters go down. That will
help a lot.
The message handling net, under Dave Miner’s leadership, is doing well. We are learning how to
pass formal traffic. About 10-12 people check in each week, although I suspect more listen. The ICS
and EmComm level I training are also progressing nicely. We are thinking of having an EmComm Level
II course later this year. Let me know if that is something you are interested in.
About 20 hams attended a Antenna forum in August. It was held at the Junior Museum. Theo,
K4MVL, presented an excellent talk on how to improve signal strength. Afterwards, we made two J
pole antennas. Kimo, K4IMO, helped us make one that was made from 300 ohm twin lead, and the
other was a “Plumber’s Delight,” made from copper tubing. John, KI4EWB, brought a 5 element beam
he had made from a Radio Shack antenna.
So, if the repeaters go down, I am more confident now than I was at the start of the summer
that we as a District could provide solid communications throughout our area.
I have some things in mind to further strengthen our abilities. I am thinking about expanding
the Worked All ECs contest to a Worked Everyone by all modes contest. Rather than communicating
only with ECs we would have a contest to talk to as many people as possible on as many modes as
possible within, say, an hour. FM and SSB would be the modes, and HF(80, 40, and 60 meters), six,
two, and 440 would be the bands. No repeaters, only simplex. Maybe digital. It would be total chaos,
but it could be fun. If you are interested, let me know your thoughts about how to run the contest.
Maybe we could really have a prize, or at least a winner.
So, thanks to all who are ready for emergencies. I appreciate the support you give me and
your county ECs. It means a lot.
Dave
WA4WES
Capital District Emergency Coordinator.
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August was the month for antenna building and erecting:
Antenna Forum:
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Farley & Dave (the QSL antenna)

The Inverted V:

2006 TARS Membership Roster
By Carlton Wells
The 2006 TARS Membership Roster has been posted the TARS web site, http://www.K4TLH.net.
Please check the roster for proper spelling of your name and call sign. Email the Treasurer,
ag4ut@arrl.net with any comments or questions.
If your name is missing from the roster, it indicates your dues payment has not been received. If
you are a student and your name is missing from the roster, it indicates your renewal form has not
been received (dues for students are free). Use the form in this newsletter for mailing your
renewal to the Treasurer or see him at the next TARS meeting.
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION CLASSES
Emcomm Level I
September 13, 20, 27
Testing October 4
Cost: $10.00 for testing and $19.95 (Plus shipping) for a manual
Manuals are available from ARRL:
http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?category=&words=Amateur+Radio+Emergency+Communications+Cour
se+--+Level+I&SearchWords.x=0&SearchWords.y=0

IS-700
September 6

FREE

Please let us know what other classes you would
like to see offered in the Tallahassee area.

Contact Gene Floyd AI4KK at:
AI4KK@arrl.net

David R. Miner
Assistant In Information Studies
Fax: (850) 644-6253
College of Information
E-mail: miner@ci.fsu.edu
The Florida State University Tallahassee, FL 32306-2100

************************************************************************************
Location: Affiliated Computer Services (ACS is what the sign says) 2002 Old St. Augustine Road,
Building B. (This is the "official" address which comes from the back side.)
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What Wire To Use For Wire Antennas
(From CQ-Amateur Radio September 2006)
de Phil N4IPH

In this month’s “How It Works” column by Dave Ingram K4TWJ in CQ-Amateur Radio there is
a very good discussion on the different type of wire to use for wire antennas…especially dipoles &
loops. Dave starts out with a survey of the different type of material used to make wire suitable for
antennas..with some pro & cons. The first questions he tackles is which to use..”aluminum or
copper”…”stranded or solid”..”thick or thin”..”bare” or insulated”. Each has their individual
characteristics and benefits…also their disadvantages. Aluminum is great tubing for “beam (Yagi)”
antennas because it is light and easy to work with..especially on a tower! Copper is usually the choice
for wire antennas because of it’s good conductivity and a reasonable price.
Solid wire may tend to break if there is constant back and forth movement.
Stranded is usually favored over solid because of it’s flexibility..but there are differences in
stranded wire.
The more strands for a particular gauge (size)..the more
flexible…and less chance it will break. For example..a 7 strand..13
gauge copper wire has about the same diameter or thickness as 168
strands of smaller (higher gauge) wire…but is a lot more flexible. The size of the wire is also taken in
consideration in the application..If you want a dipole at about 70 feet…fed with coax..with no center
support ..you probably should use some 12 or 14 gauge..small diameter stranded copper wire. If you
feel you need additional strength…you might want to try some “copper-clad or copperweld” wire
rather than regular copper. This wire is comprised of a steel core with a copper covering..remember
that current flows on the the outside of wire (“skin effect”..so this wire not only has good
conductivity ..but excellent strength. As with solid copper..there are drawbacks..the steel makes this
wire very stiff..springy and tough to work with. Try to attach an insulator to the ends of a “copperclad” dipole antenna and you will see what I mean! Dave says that the question of “insulated” or “bare”
probably makes very little difference. The RF energy will pass through the insulation..with very little
change in “velocity factor”. Insulation may have a slight advantage.. especially if the color blends in
with the sky or trees in your back yard.
Dave points out..”..if you have ever had your favorite antenna unexpectedly fall from a high tree
limb..you know the importance of using high quality rope..” There is a big difference between regular
brown manila rope, plastic clothes-line and “high quality” antenna rope..especially when you have to
replace it. One of the best materials is Dacron..It’s strong, has good resistance to UV rays from the
sun and has some elasticity to absorb quick yanks in a storm. Next in line is Nylon..slightly stronger &
exhibits more elasticity than Dacron..but doesn’t have the degree of resistance to UV rays which
reduces it’s lifespan. Kevlar is another material that has higher resistance to UV and slightly
stronger than Dacron or Nylon…but not very elastic…it will break before stretching..so give it plenty
of slack!
There are various sources for antenna supplies…Home Depot, Lowes and other building supply
companies can supply you with materials for inexpensive dipole or vertical antenna…but for a good
permanent antenna you probably want to order your supplies from one of the mail-order companies.
If you check your recent copy of QST or CQ-Amateur Radio you’ll find a number of them listed in the
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advertisements. RadioWorks (www.radioworks.com) has a very good “on line” catalog of just about
anything you need in the way of antenna wire, support rope, coax and accessories. If you don’t want
to go through the measuring, cutting and assembling your own antennas..Jim Thompson W4THU the
owner of RadioWorks..does the work for you. If you wander through his website you can find just
about anything you need to get on the air except the radio. He has a variety of current baluns, line
isolators, antenna wire (including flexweave), insulators, coax & fittings and ladder-line. For a good
“quick” antenna you may want to check out his Carolina Windoms and the other ready-made
antennas…Jim also has a number of article and tips on getting a good antenna for your operating
position.
With the cooler weather approaching, (it’s in the 90’s outside!), why not go ahead and order
you antenna supplies so they will be here waiting on you..It’s also a good time to check (and re-solder
if necessary) the feed-line connections to your antenna..check the supporting rope for wear and do a
general survey of your antenna farm…Hope to see you on the air..with a good signal!
***************************************************************************************

The Amateur's Code
The Radio Amateur is...
CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the
pleasure of others.
LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local
clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the
United States is represented nationally and internationally.
PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient
station and operation above reproach.
FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and
counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the
interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit.
BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family,
job, school or community.
PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready for service to country and
community.
--The original Amateur's Code was written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928.
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SILENT KEYS
It is with deep regret that we record
the passing of these amateurs:

W1EWD Bishop, Kenneth A., Saint Petersburg, FL
AK1M Stolberg, Elton V., Spring Hill, FL
K2HUK Hansen, Chariest, Spring Hill, FL
W2KG Marschausen, Harry J., Delray Beach, FL
W2RNV Ludy, Ralph W., Placida, FL
KN4EF Greene. Jack H., Boca Raton, FL
W400 Sykes, Gene, West Palm Beach, FL
N4REV Brooks, Doug B. Dr, Jacksonville, FL
KE4TCU Roett, Byron A., Holly Hill, FL
W4UCH Richardson, Robert M., Ft Lauderdale, FL
K8WVP Welter, Theodore J. Sr, Port Charlotte, FL

***************************************************************************************

Interested in a used beam antenna:
One Thunderbird Jr Tri-band beam with 30 or 40 ft of 213 coax.
It's been up on a push up mast for the past 12 years,
it can be tried out before anyone buys it.
Contact: Art (W1FJI)
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SPARC Meeting
73 Ed KC4MHM

July 20, 2006

SPARC Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the June meeting were accepted as circulated.
The treasury has $1123.93. Bills to be paid: PO BOX - $38.00; Roll of tickets $6.62.
The coordinators of Airfest 2006 sent a certificate and check for $300 to SPARC in recognition of
our participation.
Regarding the club repeater – The “hold harmless” agreements provided by Bob Routa have been
delivered to the County Commission and Randy Pierce. An initial climb of the water tower will be
scheduled.
A motion was made an passed to present Bob Routa with a certificate of appreciation and a life-time
membership in SPARC as a token of our appreciation for the services he has provided.
It was announced that the 145.45 repeater antenna took a direct lightening hit. The antenna was
destroyed but the cable and all equipment appears to be unharmed.
Brett reported that our total points submitted for Field Day was 1996. There were 148 phone
contacts and 260 CW contacts, giving us a claimed score of 1336. The remaining 660 points came
from various bonus categories (media, NTS section manager, elected officials, etc.)
As a follow-up to Field Day, John Reynolds raised the following
points: The generator that we used from the sheriff’s office was in extremely poor condition, almost
to the point of being unusable. There was some problem with the power supply and he suggested that
we need to consider using alternative equipment to what is available from the sheriff’s department.
August 19-20 is the Lighthouse/Light Ship weekend. There was interest expressed in our setting up a
station at the St. Marks Lighthouse. We hope to be joined by members from the Tallahassee and
Thomasville ARCs.
Dave Davis addressed the meeting as District EC. He encouraged everyone to check their equipment,
their own evacuation plan, 72-hour kits, etc. and spoke a little about what amateurs are doing in this
area to prepare to handle communications by various means.
Scott Nelson, the new Wakulla County Emergency Coordinator will be the guest speaker in August.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50.
Respectfully submitted, Judy Miller
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Thomasville Amateur Radio Club
Meeting Minutes
From 08/5/2006
The August TARC meeting was called to order by President Mike Brown, KE4FGF at 7:40 pm on August 5,
2006, with 28 people in attendance including 7 visitors.
1. Mike, KE4FGF made the following announcements…
A. There would be a test session at the Thomas County Public Library, August 19th at 1:00 pm. Test
results for the recent TARS session were also announced.
B. Mid-month breakfast is scheduled for August 19 at 8 am at the Ryan’s Steak House.
2. The Treasurers Report was delivered by Mike Brown KE4FGF on behalf of Bobby Cooper, N4KXL,
who was out on a previous engagement.
3. The Secretary’s minutes were presented in the Reflector.
4. There was a call for discussion, on these reports, being none, they were accepted as published.
5. Under the topic “Old Business” Mike, KE4FGF reported
A. Ken Lanter has had health issues and repairing his antennas has been placed on hold for the time
being
B. Walter Childs, KQ4SF has moved and we will have an antenna party for him. Plans are being
made and a day will be announced soon.
C. The new .195 repeater system is in place and needs to be used. There are some reception issues
but these are being worked on.
D. The 147.06 machine will be moved to the EOC and placed in service on the new antenna.
E. Mike announced the Field Day results.
6. The following items were discussed for New Business.
A. There was an ARES callout for a Search and Rescue. We placed an operator in Thomas
County’s Mobile Command Post to establish communication with a search party that already had
a fellow operator in the group. If you wish to be a part of the new ARES group, sign up sheets are
available, see Mike KE4FGF.
Program: The Tallahassee Digital Communications Group made a presentation to the club on the
features and benefits available in the digital world today. Thanks Paul, KJ4G and his group.
7. With no other business the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,
Terry Hunt, K4HNT
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Thomasville Amateur Radio Club
August 2006 Reflector
Mike ke4fgf
THOMASVILLE ARC--- These friendly folks go out of their way to help fellow members whenever there's a
need, and they are always there to encourage each other, and to help new people get into the hobby.
Recently, they hosted a VE session, at which 8-year-old SARAH HUNT, of Jefferson County Monticello, was the
only applicant. This was her third attempt, and she dearly wanted to get her license, just like her parents and
big brother. She's been attending club meetings with her family for some time now, and she had the time of her
life at this year's Field Day
It's a pleasure to report that her perseverance paid off, and the third time was the charm. She passed her
test. That's certainly wonderful news, but what is really newsworthy is the way that these club members have
encouraged her, accepted her, and celebrated her success. It's easy enough to say that we want to help young
people get into the hobby. For these folks, it's more than just words.
Hamster Tales
Hello to all amateur operators! Not much has been going on in the 4H Hamster Club (JCHC) lately.
Richard White, Carrie White, Jim Thompson, Kevin Thompson and Sarah Hunt are studying for their licenses.
And Joe Carroll W4EAN is teaching Robert White KI4QCD, Russell White KC7GHI and me Morse Code. I have
been especially enjoying Mr. Joe’s history lessons of WWII and Navy radio men. Back then they didn’t use very
much phone at all, it was all code. Mr. Joe told me a story about how this one guy was smoking a cigarette and
copying 92 word per minute code (now that’s fast coordination). Soon we will have others involved in the Morse
Code class as more in our group acquire licenses. Everyone is invited to come by and see us, or even participate
in our code class and other activities………………
Field Day has been the buzz in the JCHC. We had a lot of fun. I was talking with Kevin Thompson who
told me “I thought that everything about Field Day was great!” I asked him what he thought about the antennas
and he told me that it was a great learning experience. I agree with him because I learned a thing or two as well.
Like, I thought that the men putting up the 20 meter antenna were crazy because they put up the beam without
an antenna on top. Then they took it down again to finally put the antenna on. What I learned was they were
actually setting it up to make sure the beam would be stable enough to hold up the antenna so they didn’t break
the antenna. Kevin mentioned the forty meter antenna and said “I thought that the copper wire was the guy
lines. But it ended up that they were the actual antenna.” I would like to thank Mike Brown KE4FGF and all the
TARC members for allowing us to come up as guest operators for Field Day 2006. I look forward to Field Day
2007!
On August 28th there will be a get together at the Monticello Public Library for all area homeschoolers.
I will be able to address the audience about JCHC in hopes of recruiting new perspective Hamsters! I plan on
taking my radio and making a contact to show off at the meeting. So if anyone wants to be on the 147.195 or the
145.430 during 6pm and 8pm on the 28th I would appreciate it!

73

In conclusion this has been the second edition of Hamster Tales 2006.

De KI4NBW
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Local Net News:
We are sorry to announce the Seven Hills Two Meter Side Band Net has been discontinued
indefinitely.

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club meetings are every 3rd Thursday of each month at
the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility (Sheriff’s Department) at 7:30pm. Wednesday
Night Net Meeting 2000 Hours 146.550 MHz Simplex

Thomasville Amateur Radio Club: This net meets every Tuesday night at 8:00pm on
147.195MHZ Duplex. Club meetings on the first Saturday of each month at the Plaza Restaurant at
7:30pm

6 METERS SSB:
The Big Bend Six Meter Net meets Monday evenings at 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time. The Net meets on
50.150 MHz upper sideband. Use whatever antenna you have, but try to get around to using a
horizontally polarized antenna. This net is in need of net control operators, if you are interested
please contact: IVAN (K4SRB) at ivancook@peoplepc.com
Capital District ARES Net: Every Sunday, 8:00 p. m. Eastern on the AE4S repeater 146.655 (tone 94.8)

The Big Bend Hamster Net: This net meets on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm Eastern on the AE4S
repeater 146.655 (tone 94.8). Call 574-7965 for more detail information.

A Few New UHF Nets:
The "Friday Friendly Net": It is moderated by Mary, KI4JOO. This net meets on Friday evenings on
the 443.400 UHF repeater. The offset is 5 Mc plus and the PL encode/decode tone is 131.8. Checkins can also join in via echolink by connecting to Node #3950 from other areas or from their PC. This
net is scheduled for 1 hour. It’s very informal and we discuss anything callers what to talk about.
The "Winlink Conference": This net is held every Wednesday evening starting around 8PM. This is
moderated by Al, W3YVQ, out of Baltimore, Md. Hams can connect direct to "Freds happy serve" on
node #129799, or tune into 443.400 UHF repeater to participate. This is a loosely directed net and
pertains solely about digital communications. Regulars check in from around the USA and discuss all
issues of Em Comms using digital equipment. It’s mostly a technical group. A large amount of the
success of the TLH DIGITAL GROUP comes from the elmering from this group. This net can be
lengthy in time, sometimes lasting up to 3 hours.
Other nets are listed on the K4TLH website. All the new ham radio operators are welcomed to use
the repeaters and join in on the nets.
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Please Support AE4S Repeater…
For the past 28 years, Bill Jordan (AE4S) and I have operated AE4S Repeater. It is the product of
Bill’s vision to establish a high quality, wide area communications system providing daily benefit to the
local amateur community and a valuable technical resource to aid the public during periods of
emergency and natural disaster. In order to accomplish this feat, we decided to mix business with
pleasure. Out of a couple of communications-related commercial activities came a 600-foot tower,
communications equipment building, and emergency power generator. And, the repeater antenna was
placed very prominently at the top of the tower.
As a result of the antenna site changing hands a couple of times, we have lost much of the autonomy
we enjoyed over the years with our repeater system. As of five years ago, the current owner asked
us to pay monthly rent. Since Bill and I still had certain extracurricular business interests, we
continued to fund the repeater from our profits along with a few contributions from local amateurs.
Unfortunately, the major source of our funding has declined to the point where we must ask the local
amateur community to shoulder more of the burden so that we may preserve this valuable
communications resource for our amateur community.
The annual rent for the antenna site is $2,000. The autopatch line adds another $300 annually;
resulting in a combined monthly outlay of almost $200. Add to this the expense of equipment
maintenance and renewal, the cost of operating the repeater becomes a bit daunting for the amateur
budget. But it’s worth it! There are few communications sites in our local community that rival the
performance of the AE4S repeater system. With your help, Bill and I will endeavor to maintain the
quality of AE4S Repeater in the tradition you’ve experienced since its inception.
Contributions to the AE4S Repeater operating fund may be mailed to me directly or via PayPal to email N4JL@att.net. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Jerry Kessler (N4JL)
6628 Tim Tam Trail

Tallahassee, FL 32309-1937
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Membership Renewal
A new year has arrived and so has TARS membership renewal. Make the form easy on yourself. If
you have not changed any information from last year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the
form with your name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership status. For Family status,
complete a form for each member.
Name: _________________________________
Callsign: _________
Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
City: ______________________
State: ____ ZIP: ______-_____
Member type: Indiv. ____ Family ____ Student ____ (check one)
Home Phone (
) _____-_______
Work Phone: (
) _____-_______
Cell Phone (
) _____-_______
E-Mail Address: _____________________________________________
ARRL member (y/n) ____
TARS Van trained (y/n) ____
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free! You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join
the Society. An interest in radio communications is all that is required. New members pay pro-rata
based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year ($1.25 per month). Renewing members
pay $15 dues anytime throughout the calendar year.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your
check with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the
Treasurer, or mail your check and information to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O
Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues
are $39 annually. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for
more membership information.
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TARS Officers

President: Dan Moniz - KI4HGO
Vice President: Alan Torledsky – W1ABT
Secretary: Chantal Blanton – KI4NBU
Treasurer: Carlton W. Wells - AG4UT
TARS Committees
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce AG4UU
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
Newsletter Editor: Dan Moniz KI4HGO
Historian: Shawn Wilson AG4VE
Equipment Manager: Carlton Wells AG4UT
Education: Phil Ashler N4IPH
Special Events: Carliane Johnson KG4CJT
Webmaster: David A. Heupel WE4RA

Upcoming Events:
TARS Meetings: Every first Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. EDT at Publix at Ocala Rd.
Friday Lunch 11:30 a. m. EDT at Golden Coral on No. Monroe St.
Capital District ARES Net: Every Sunday, 8:00 p. m. Eastern on the AE4S repeater 146.655).
North Florida ARES Net: Every morning, except Sunday on 3950 KHz at 9:00 a. m. Eastern.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Please submit
your articles
and
announcements
to the newsletter by the
20th of the
month

Submitted material received by the editor from dues paying members in good
standing, on or before the 20th of the month will appear in the following
month’s newsletter as space permits. Comments and/or suggestions to improve
the newsletter are welcomed. The Printed Circuit is not representative of the
views or opinions of the whole organization, and such views and opinions are of
the individual author(s). Currently, the editor is Dan Moniz KI4HGO. Submissions for The
Printed Circuit may be emailed to: KI4HGO@arrl.net

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society

September 2006

21

