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LAW AND ORDER

EVENTS GALORE!
There’s a Lot Going On with TARS… Lots!

Starts on Page 4…

ENFORCEMENT
See How Hams Really Used to Foster Professionalism See Page 13…

THE Digi-S.E.T.
Leon ARES ‘SET’ to Assist South Georgia Using Digital See Page 19…

October’s Meeting - Thursday, October 3rd, 7:00 p.m.
Please join us at the American Red Cross facility located at 1115 Easterwood Drive. Page 3…

The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p.m.
on the first Thursday of every month.
Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)

Upcoming Events

See the K4TLH.net Calendar for more information

October

November

December

January

Oct 1 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing Oct 3 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting Oct 25-26 (Fri, Sat)
Halloween Howl

Nov 7 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting Nov 9 (Saturday)
Spaghetti 100!

Dec 3 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing Dec 5 (Thursday)
Holiday Party
at Long Horn
Steakhouse

Jan 3-5 (Fri,Sat,Sun)
K4T–TARS DeSoto
Home & Sat GOTA
Jan 9 (Thursday)
One Week Later!
- TARS Meeting -
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From the President

A Great Club for a Great Hobby

I am going to depart from my autobiography and talk
about clubs, what makes them and breaks them.

By

definition a club is an association of two or more people
united by a common interest or goal. For example, a
service club exists for voluntary or charitable activities.
TARS would be defined as a “hobby” club. Hobbies are
for personal interest and enjoyment, rather than financial
reward.

Engaging in a hobby can lead to acquiring

substantial skill, knowledge, and experience. However,
personal fulfillment is the principle aim.

Is TARS and its members fulfilling that part of the definition that a hobby can lead to acquiring substantial
skill, knowledge and experience and how does TARS accomplish its part of these ideals?

The club

accomplishes these goals by having programs and events that focus on the various aspects of Amateur Radio.
The members do their part by participating in the various operating events and sharing their knowledge and
experiences. Are you doing your part?

In September, Randy AG4UU gave us an update on the Statewide Amateur Radio UHF network. In
October the program will be on PSK31 and other digital modes presented by Dave Davis, WA4WES.

Dave

will also be at the Red Cross on Saturday, October 5th and sharing digital software and training with those in
attendance on their use. In November the program will be given by Ken Reecy AC4TO, KG4TO on his recent
DX-pedition to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The December TARS meeting is the Holiday Party at the Longhorn
Steakhouse. Besides the good food and drinks, door prizes and awards will be given to members being
recognized for their achievements during the year and longer. In January TARS will have their first operating
event outside of Field Day. During the first quarter one of our members will give a presentation on his other
hobby, I am saving who or what it is, but I guarantee that most will find it interesting.

If we assume there will also be the yearly refreshers on ARES activity and on Field Day activities there are
still several months with no programs scheduled. Can TARS count on you to share your knowledge and
experience?
73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

2

The Meeting October’s TARS Business Meeting
rd

Join us Thursday, October 3 - at 7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter facility of the American Red Cross. Our speaker for
October’s meeting will be David Miner, W4SKG, who will present a demonstration and informative explanation of various digital modes;
th
primarily PSK31, a popular HF format. His presentation precludes a digital radio exercise planned for October 5 . If you’ve had
questions about how to configure your rig and PC to operate digital modes, this is not a program you want to miss… See you there!!!

The Tallahassee +ARC+ is located on 1115
Easterwood Drive (off of Capital Circle NE, just
south of Hwy 90) between the animal shelter
and the new ‘911’ county dispatch center, in
the vicinity of Tom Brown Park and the
National Guard Armory. There’s plenty of
parking but be sure to show up on-time!

Bring your friends and family. The TARS meetings are welcome to hams and non-hams alike. Interested in ham radio and wish to
find out more? Be our guests and let us tell you all about our hobby. Find an “Elmer” and get to know the faces attached to the voices!
“Talk-in” is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8).
Look forward to seeing you there!

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

TARS – ARRL:
st
The next TARS license exam session will be held Tuesday, October 1 at The American Red
Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 7:00
pm. Bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check. There will be a testing session in December on
rd
Tuesday the 3 .
TARC – W5YI Group:
th
Offering testing once a month on the third Saturday of each month (Oct 19 )
at the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA.
The cost is $14 and two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to
process. Test sessions REQUIRE forward notice to keep the VEs from making unnecessary
trips, please contact Mike Brown, KE4FGF at ke4fgf@arrl.net or phone 229-226-5060 for
scheduling. For more information please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ve-team/

The Lunch Bunch

Bring Your Best ‘APP’-etites!

As a “tech-savvy” ham, you’re up-to-date with the latest in both communications and eating
technology. The Golden Corral on N. Monroe Street is the place to be for both, and you’re invited to join
The Lunch Bunch! Meeting from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday’s, this is a great opportunity for hams like
yourself to meet and greet in a setting that is like a club away from the club. A great way to make that
“eye ball” contact with those that are not able to make the TARS meetings. Invite your friends and family
to join in and please think of the hams with special needs that would also enjoy your good company. And
about bringing your ‘Apps’, consider this a great time to show off your new gadgets, or bring your own in
that you can’t quite figure out; like your new Chinese HT. There’ll be plenty of ‘Elmer’-types to help you
figure it out – and even program it for you. Come hungry - Look forward to seeing you all there!
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Circuit Traces News and General Items of Interest

Get Ready for the TARS *K4T* Special Event Station!
EVERYONE! …Including members of TARC and SPARC, as well as non-member hams are invited to join TARS’s
very first official K4T special event station – this ship takes voyage the first weekend of 2014. (actually land-based)

ALL HAMS ARE NOT ONLY ENCOURAGED TO JOIN IN – BUT STRONGLY ENCOURAGED!
K4T will be on the air to celebrate the 475th Anniversary of the pre-American Spanish Explorer Hernando DeSoto’s
(c.1496/1497–1542) first winter encampment in the “new world.” The Get On The Air station (GOTA) will be set up
Saturday from 1200 to 2000 UTC (7 a.m. to 3 p.m.) or later at Myers Park, on DeSoto Park Drive just south-east of
downtown Tallahassee – the site of DeSoto’s camp, according to archaeological record.
This is the first time TARS has ever gone to this spectacular level of ham radio domination – so don’t miss it! The
rd
event is planned to commence at 1200 hours UTC on Friday, January 3 , running to 2359 hours UTC, Sunday,
th
January 5 , 2014. Operation would primarily consist of efforts by any TARS members (or any interested party) using
their home-based stations within their privileges – using the designated event club callsign “K4T,” of course giving their
FCC calls every ten minutes. ALL STATIONS are to coordinate with Chief, KA5USN, prior to the event. Hams are
encouraged to join together at the operator’s home stations – the ultimate Elmering experience!
An eQSL image and letter-sized Certificate for the event will be designed this month. The standard SASE and a small
donation of maybe $5.00 will be announced for hams who wish to obtain a Certificate suitable for framing that would
enhance the décor of any room! More information to come over the next month or two – so stay tuned!
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SAR-Net • The Statewide Amateur Radio Network
Your Reliable ‘440’ Linked Repeater System – Spanning the State of Florida!
The objective of the SAR-Net is to allow seamless communications and interoperability between the eight Florida districts without
creating interference with other systems. Using an independent hardened 48-megabit microwave backbone, this system; accessible on
70 cm-band repeaters strategically positioned throughout the state – will most likely withstand the full fury of Mother Nature’s onslaught
as well as providing one of the largest self-supporting mega-repeaters known to man. Just push-to-talk on your 440-equiped HT and
you’ll have simultaneous access to hams in all of eleven Florida cities and counting! This is an open repeater network and you, the
ham, are encouraged to use it often. You can find the list of linked repeaters in the regular Repeaters listing in the back of this
newsletter or go to K4TLH.net.

Florida City

Frequency

Tone

Florida City

Frequency

Tone

Tallahassee

442.100

94.8

Tampa

442.850

146.2 / 411

Lake City

444.900

110.9

Cocoa Beach

444.650

107.2

Yulee

442.900

127.3

Aspalaga

444.975

94.8

Madison

444.300

94.8

Gainesville

444.925

123.0 OCS

Ft. Lauderdale

442.850

110.9

Orlando

442.875

411

Jacksonville

444.200

127.3

The 2013 TARS Holiday Party
It’s official! This year’s TARS Holiday Party will be held again at the
LongHorn Steakhouse, on North Monroe Street, in Tallahassee. Unless
there is a reservation conflict, look for this prestigious gathering of ham
th
friends and family to be held Thursday, Decemer 5 . Seating capacity will
max at 50 and there will be a limited catered menu of chicken, fish or beef.
Because of the seating limitation and RSVP will need to be made to “Chief,”
KA5USN, at ka5usn@hotmail.com no later than the Thankgiving holiday.
The Holiday Party is held in lieu of the meeting and is a great tradition where friends and family are able to gather in
celebration of a good year for the hobby. There will be awards given for New Ham of the Year, Young Ham of the Year,
and the prestigious TARS and Feathers Award. There should also be door prizes!

AWARDS COMMITTEES

It’s Soon Time to Recognize the Cream of the Crop

This year’s TARS Holiday Party will not be complete without some well-deserved recognition. October’s meeting
would be a good time to form our awards committees, or discuss what will need to take place before the party. The
“TARS and Feathers Award” committee can only consist of any previous recipients from years past and will be presented
by the previous year’s recipient. The year’s recipient should exemplify the ham that has given great effort towards the
hobby as a whole and to the good name of TARS. Nominations are encouraged from the general membership.
Please contact Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President) for questions or to submit nominations.
One other note: it has been suggested to create a temporary plaque or award for “TARS and Feathers” due to the
expense for personalization of this award from a local trophy shop. $80 is quite a chuck of change for TARS to spend.
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NWS Weather Spotter Classes
NWS Spotter classes for the fall have been scheduled
The dates and registration links for the Fall storm spotter training
classes are listed below. These classes, hosted by the National
Weather Service in Tallahassee, will be provided through the GoTo
Webinar system. People may participate from home, or at a central
location - where just one registration would be required. Even if you
have participated in these classes in the past, we encourage you to
consider taking one of the basic courses again. It’s a great refresher
heading into Fall severe weather season. The advanced course is
designed for individuals who are interested in some of the more indepth meteorological topics related to severe weather. If you have
questions about the material presented in the basic or advanced
classes, please contact one of the following:

Kelly Godsey
General Forecast / Assistant WCM
National Weather Service Tallahassee, FL
kelly.godsey@noaa.gov 850-942-8833

Dave Barton, AI4GF
Asst. District Emergency Coordinator for NWS
Capital District, ARES
ai4gf@arrl.net
Basic Course Offering #1
Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 7 pm ET (6 pm CT)

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/466926473

Basic Course Offering #2
Tuesday, October 22, 2013 at 7 pm ET (6 pm CT)

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/692710081

Advanced Course:
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 at 7 pm ET (6 pm CT)

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/709769961

Please note that the audio portion of this training is provided over the phone. The conference call number and passcode
will be provided at registration.

Please Note: HamQTH.com is An Illegal Service
As many of you know, there is service called HamQTH that is providing a call sign lookup service similar to QRZ, and
offering this service to the ham community free of charge. While this is a great endeavor, the proprietor of this business is
stealing data from QRZ! At least one vendor of logging software has been in contact with QRZ and has independently
verified that HamQTH is in fact stealing data from QRZ. Over the next month or so, several logging programs will be
undoubtedly be updated to remove HamQTH as a callsign lookup service. What HamQTH is doing is not only unethical,
but also illegal. Because this business is centered in the Czech Republic, there is not much that QRZ can do.
If you are a user of any of any software that has the subroutines for HamQTH, you may wish to discontinue using this
service. We have removed it from our list of TARS Resource Links. Please consider the hobby’s dependence and
appreciation for the legitimate service of QRZ.
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
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The Halloween Howl!
Come Haunt This Spooky Ham Radio Service Opportunity
At September’s meeting, TARS president Gerry, WA6POZ, brought up a request made by the
Tallahassee (“Junior”) Museum to assist in this year’s Halloween Howl event. Our primary
responsibility will be the safety of the patron visiting The Haunted Trail. David Miner, W4SKG, joined
in on the discussion and polled for membership willingness to participate. We will not be imposed to
any other duties besides watching the trail and the Museum staff would be very grateful for our
service. Bring extra batteries – we wouldn’t want you to be found ‘dead’ on the trail!
th

The event takes place the evenings of Friday and Saturday, October 25 and
th
26 , from 6:00-10:00 p.m. This is a great event for new hams and hams that
primarily use HT’s. If you are interested, please contact Gerry Gross, WA6POZ,
at wa6poz@arrl.net or David Miner, W4SKG, at w4skg@arrl.net.

Jamboree On The Air

Not Just Fun for Scouts
rd

For well over half a century, on the 3 weekend of every October, Boy Scouts
have been taking to the airwaves with the help of enthusiastic Elmers – gaining
lifelong skill, discovering lifelong pursuits, forming friendships and earning Merit
Badges in the process! TARS has successfully hosted this event in our local area
for years, but in the last several years, interest has waned both from the local
Scouting community as well as from club members. This activity is just as
rewarding for the ham volunteers that participate as it is the youth that get to
discover our hobby!
For this event to see the light of day, we’ll need support from Scouting leaders in the local councils and troops as well
as a few hams willing to help set up a station and see these potential future hams through the process of earning their
th
badge requirements. If you are at least able to find time the Saturday of the 19 , and can enlist the participation of your
Scouting troop, Cub pack or auxiliary Scouting group – please contact Phil Ashler, N4IPH at philashler@comcast.net

It’s Time for Spaghetti!
The Capital City Cyclists’ Spaghetti 100
Takes Off in November!
Please join in on of TARS’s major annual events
as we take watch over hundreds of cyclists, providing
communications for this 100 mile tour through the
scenic North Florida and South Georgia back roads.
th
On November 9 , the Capital City Cyclists start at the Miccosukee Community Center, rides through historic towns,
including Thomasville, Boston, and Monticello, and returns for a spaghetti feast with all the trimmings – and you’re invited
to sit down to break bread! This is always a great exercise for emcomm-minded hams as radio equipment gets proven for
the long-haul. It’s also a great learning experience for new hams as they ride along! *Vehicle and mobile radio required.
Any ham interested should contact Alan Torledsky, W1ABT, at torledsky@msn.com to get more details and to sign
up. As this is one of TARS’s premier service events – your participation is encouraged and the CCC will be grateful!
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – September 6th, 2013

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on Thursday, September 6, 2013.
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 p.m.
President Gerry Gross, WA6POZ opened the meeting welcoming the 28 members in attendance.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, was introduced for the evening’s program.

GUEST SPEAKER: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, gave a presentation on the Statewide Amateur Radio Network (“SAR-Net.”) Randy works at the Florida
Department of Transportation with the Intelligent Transportation System (ITS). He oversees 63 6M (non Ham) repeaters across the state, his duties
include determining repeater placement. He also oversees over 2,300 miles of a 48 megabit microwave backbone. That system oversees a large portion
of the ITS network. A very important aspect of the ITS network is determining how fast automobile traffic is moving along Florida’s major interstate,
expressway and turnpike highways.
The objective of the SAR-Net is to allow seamless communications and interoperability between the 8 Florida districts without creating interference with
other systems. The solution was the JPS NX2U, a digital to analog converter / interface that has Push to Talk, Carrier Operated Relay, Carrier Detect,
Transmit Audio and Receive Audio. It also has the ability to put these functions into an IP address and send it in a multicast (rather than unicast) mode
over the microwave link. This system is totally independent of the World Wide Web.
The first experiment involved linking Tallahassee and Lake City. The 442.100 in Tallahassee is a GE master 2E (250 watts). It was linked to a sister
machine in Lake City (444.9). Later Jacksonville was added (442.100). Another site (442.9 PL127.3) located in Yulee is unique in that it is directly (not
remotely) tied into the microwave link. Other sites are in the works to be added.
The SAR-Net is good for the State of Florida and Ham radio emergency communications.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

•
•
•
•

FINANCES: Nick Adams, W4EAF, reported that the there was $994.62 in checking $1000 in savings.
TESTING: Alan Terrell, N4KGT, reported that at the last testing session, two individuals passed the Technician examination. The next testing
session will be held in the first week of October.
EUDCATION: Phil Ashler, N4IPH, talked briefly about the upcoming Technician class (Sep 21st) at the ARC.
REPEATERS: Area repeaters: 147.03 is up and running along with 442.100, new battery banks will be added at these sites soon. Repeater
444.8 is seldom used but is up and running. Repeater 146.91 is up (at 325 feet) and running in a P25 mode at Williams Tower – Williams
Communications. The antenna will be replaced with a DB 224 (folded dipole) antenna which is cut for 155 Mhz. The power supply arrived for
the 147.03 repeater (which is at 245 W). The 147.000 repeater which was located at the Wascissa tower is not active. A club member has
recently gained authority at its tower and the repeater may soon be replaced with the 53.03 repeater. A 6M repeater located within the TV 40
shed may be placed at the Wacissa, Blarestone or another site.

BUSINESS:

•
•
•
•
•

HOLIDAY PARTY: Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, mentioned the Holiday Party which will take place December 5th at the Long Horn restaurant.
There may be reservations required. The menu will be limited; include chicken, fish or beef.
SPECIAL EVENT: Chief, KA5USN, a site has been acquired at Meyers Park for the DeSoto Special Event GOTA portion of the event. The
entire event will start at 1200 UTC on the Friday after New Year’s day and will run to 23:59 UTC.
TRAILER: Norm Scholer, K4GFD, reported on the details of the TARS trailer and other possibilities – see Norm for more info.
HALLOWEEN HOWL: This event occurs October 25 and 26. If the club participates we will provide trail security from 6-10 EST.
OPEN DISCUSSION (OTHER): Two other events are on the horizon that they club may want to participate in. One is the Robin Lotane
memorial run on October 5th. The other event is the Spaghetti 100.
Gerry Gross asked for club members to come up with ideas for
program topics for upcoming club meetings. He would like to have the program announced in the newsletter before it occurs each month:
Chief, KA5USN, reported that Jim Moore’s wife appreciated the club’s purchase of her late husband’s amateur radio equipment.

The meeting was adjourned by 8:00 p.m.

TARS Treasurer’s Report

for September 2013

PLEASE NOTE:
The Treasurer’s Report for September will be submitted in November’s release of The Printed Circuit. The report
will be given at the October TARS business meeting by Nick Adams, W4EAF, for membership approval.
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TARS Officers

To Protect and to Serve.

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
President

Dan Moniz, KI4HGO
Vice President

Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
Secretary

Nick Adams, W4EAF
Treasurer

WA6POZ@arrl.net

ki4hgo@arrl.net

brady.lyon@gmail.com

jnickwendy@bellsouth.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions. TARS appreciates you support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant

The TARS Trading Post

Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH

Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Webmaster: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
Public Information Officer: Vacant
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN

Equipment and Services

CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen printed, or
applied in vinyl
Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by Design
owned and operated.
n4dog@comcast.net Phone: (850)391-4967
www.stitchingbydesign.net

Locally

Equipment Available for loan from TARS
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate to
TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net
• MFJ 259 antenna analyzer
• MFJ 949C VersaTuner II Antenna Tuner

If you have personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell or need, we will publish short requests in the newsletter, subject to editorial review. Please send your
requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net by the 20th of the month. Remember: When considering or discussing items or services for sale or
swap on the air, please adhere to all FCC Part 97 – No Pecuniary Gain – mandates. Please, no human trafficking allowed - except for vampire clones of Chuck, AI4KA.

Resource Links

Internet Links of Interest to Hams

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net

Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com

Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

Podcasts

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
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Lairs of Legend

The Shacks and Gear that Inspire Us – Show Off Yours!

My Best Hunt for DX

- Jack Hanbury, KC4EMS

I just received my October QST magazine - special DX’ing issue
and story of The Joy of DX. It reminded me of my recent trip to
Manlius, NY to visit my uncle and mentor, Walt, KC2DX. He’s been a
ham operator for many years and has forgotten more about
electronics, than I will ever know. His home is on one of the higher
ridges in the area which he purposely selected. These photos are of
his radio room which also shows his antenna farm behind the house.
To keep the neighbors happy, he lowers the beam when not in use.
During my visit, Walt’s son, David, AC2FY, who is also a ham operator, wanted to show me the new DX operation he
has been using with his Dad’s equipment. David and I both just have verticals and 100 watts which we find it hard to get
DX contacts long enough to get in between pile-ups. I’ve learned if you know when and where on what band a prime DX
spot is going to fire up, you can make contacts early when even testing and first CQ’ing. I generally pick a band with even
(0) or odd (5) frequency wide setting on standby while working in my garage and run over to respond to any CQs.

In the basement radio room, David set
up a browser on his PC with the website:
www.dxwatch.com.
This really opened
new doors for making contacts. The site is
choc-full of feature which allows you to set
filters, bands, zones, DX locations, and etc.
When you sign in your location it can even
give you your antenna bearing and the long
and short path to the DX station you are
trying to contact. It also gives the time you
are on the air and frequency of calls being
used. If you’re into DX, It’s worth a look!

During this visit, I used KC2DX’s
equipment, which had been set up with the
best conducting and cleanest filtering you
can get with a top of the line beam antenna.
Enough power to cook eggs next door! I was
using his Icom-7800 transceiver (modified
w/extra filtering) and an Icom-PW1 all-band
auto-turner with a 2 kw amplifier!
The
antenna was a 4-element Cushcraft beam
cranked up to 36 feet. I stayed at or below
600 watts for all contacts. Working 20
meters, I made 12 contacts; all in different
countries within minutes.
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In the early hours of the morning and every opportunity I
had, I was on the air. A few examples of much sought after
DX which I caught were some I had never been able to break
pile-ups on or have ever had enough power to confirm
contacts with were, Norway, the Balearic Islands, Sweden,
Algeria, Turkey, Italy, Belgium, Bolivia, India, Belarus, Japan,
Liberia, Russia, The Ukraine, and even one in Egypt. This
has opened a new door for me and presently I'm putting
together plans for a new beam antenna to be installed. Next
will be the amplifier. But more importantly, you need to have
a good set of “ears” to be able to catch them. •
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How Many Radials is Enough? -

By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

I have seen a lot of articles about how many radials you should install for a vertical antenna and heard a lot of information and
some misinformation about that subject. For those new to the hobby, a "Vertical" can be thought of as one-half of a dipole turned on its
end just like the ones used for automobiles and the "radials" or "counterpoise" make up the other side of the dipole, except it acts as a
ground or reflector of the main radiator for the RF energy to have something to 'push' against.
Some of the information I've found is based on ancient research conducted for commercial broadcasters, who have the space to
install over 100 radials per antenna. Many of the articles I've seen draw on purely theoretical studies using antenna modeling software,
which also draws on the decades-old research just mentioned. Quite a lot of what we read is essentially anecdotal ("It works really well:
I work loads of DX!"). Unfortunately few hams have been able to actually demonstrate what works in a typical amateur setting, or to
answer very common yet basic questions such as:

•
•
•
•

How many radials do I need?
How long should they be?
Should I lay them on the surface, bury them or elevate them?
Do I need to lay them out symmetrically?

So, it was nice to find a proper scientific study of radials for vertical antennas by a respected
amateur, Rudy Severns, N6LF. It’s obvious from Rudy’s excellent articles in QEX magazine that
he knows what he is talking about. His articles are carefully researched both in his professional
and amateur literature. He then designs and painstakingly conducts controlled experiments to
test his theories against practice.
Here are some of Rudy’s key conclusions from a series of 7 articles:

•
•
•
•

Try to use at least 16 radials on or below the ground, or at least four radials if elevated.
If you don’t have the space for radials, lay down a larger number of shorter ones.
The shorter your antenna, or the poorer your soil, the more you'll need to have a good
grounding system.
A surface or above-surface radial grounding system will affect the resonant frequency
and you may have to adjust the height of your vertical element for that.

Aside from the earth system, work hard at making the antenna itself more efficient. In other words, use high-Q loading coils, use
top loading to minimize the size and inefficiency of the loading coils, minimize conductor loss and so on.
Note that '16' is not a magic number for on-ground radials. His experimental data indicates marginal improvements with more
radials but rapidly diminishing returns probably make the effort pointless. He suggests we are probably better-off optimizing other parts
of the system than the radials. Unless you are absolutely desperate to squeeze the last tenth of a dB out of your antenna, there is no
practical value in going beyond about 32 radials. Note that if you use too few on-earth radials (e.g. just 4), their lengths become critical -they become resonating. This leads to the counterintuitive finding that reducing their lengths to hit resonance may actually improve
their efficiency!
Rudy conducted experiments simulating installations where there was no room for radials right around the base of a vertical. These
experiments indicated that symmetry is fairly important. Efficiency is slightly reduced if one quarter of the circle is empty, and losses
mount to as much as 3 dB if you can only lay radials in a semicircle. However, it does help to substitute the missing radials with more
shorter ones in the directions that you can lay radials.
His experiments also showed that numerous other factors affect the effectiveness of the radials, including for example the soil
conductivity which varies with geology, moisture levels and band. Unless you can measure and control these factors, theoretical
calculations from antenna modeling such as reported in so many articles may not hold true in real installations. That's why we need
careful experimental studies like Rudy’s.
Please consider that if you live in an antenna-restricted residence or have very little yard space - an antenna compromise is better
than no antenna at all.

Stan, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

12

Hamified History

And you think your family had dark secrets?

I thought you might be interested in this potentially dark and infamous legend from the early days of Amateur Radio, one that pins
the ARRL itself with that of the secretive occult traditions of underground fraternal orders of the time - a tradition of secret works and
combinations that still may be a rite of passage at some ARRL Conventions (or Hamfests) today. I hope you enjoy reading about it. I
can remember the Hamfests of the 1950’s, on Saturday evening and I believe it was after the ARRL Dinner; The Loyal Order of The
Wouff-Hong would meet at 12-midnight. Those brave souls who wanted to become members of this sacred order would attend, and if
found worthy, would be inducted. The following is an article by an old friend who is no longer with us. I hope you enjoy reading it:
Submitted by Art Marshall, W1FJI

The Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch: Lost Traditions?
L. B. Cebik, W4RNL
"The Wouff-Hong is amateur radio's most sacred symbol and stands for the enforcement of law and order in amateur operation."
"The Rettysnitch… is used to enforce the principles of decency in operating work."
The Radio Amateur's Handbook, 1930, page 11.
In 1930, the Handbook had pictures of both instruments of enforcement. By 1936, only the Wouff-Hong appeared, and by 1947,
the Handbook had deleted both photos. Just when we needed traditions of law and order and of decency in amateur operations to
guide its growth in the post-World-War-II explosion of technology and easier licensing, the symbols had disappeared from view.
Many of today's hams have no idea what a Wouff-Hong and a Rettysnitch look like. To rectify that gap in hamdom's essential
history, [a photo of each instrument is provided]. The first photo is that of the Wouff-Hong. The two main pieces appear to be wood
banded by metal strapping and by heavy wire. [Note] the darkness at the upper end of the longer wood piece, as if stained by blood or
purified for its grave duties in the fires of purgatory - or both.

The Wouff-Hong
for the enforcement of law and order in amateur operation

The Rettysnitch is an all-metal tool [see
three remain. According to tradition, the
convey the device’s true and terrible
among amateurs.

photo below] and of the 5 teeth [oriented] around the disk near the pointed end, only
other two have done their work and perished in the effort. The photo actually fails to
demeanor, and therefore of its full and relentless force to ensure operating decency

The Rettysnitch
to enforce the principles of decency in operating work

Perhaps the last time the story of the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch was told was in 1934. Thanks to Ed Guilford, AA7HQ, in
Bothell, Washington, I have the May, '34, QST in which Rufus P. Turner – famous in the annals of electronics writings – recounted
"Hamdom's Traditions: A Bedtime Story for Young Squirts." But even by Turner's time, the Rettysnitch was relegated to a paragraph on
the story's continuation page in the back of the magazine, with no picture. Somehow, even then, folks had forgotten that you can never
have law and order without first having decency. Some pessimists think that we now have neither.

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

13

I do not subscribe to the pessimist's view. Sure, the number of rotten operators has skyrocketed, but not their proportion to the
main corps of good, legal, and decent operators, capable and courteous to a fault. We should not be troubled by the size of the job of
curing amateur radio of its illegalities and indecencies, for we have more folks to help use the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch just
where and how they ought to be used - No, not on others, but on ourselves - to make sure that we set a model for how amateur
operations ought to be conducted.
Turner offers no prescription for using either device, but thought the Wouff-Hong able to beat out King Kong's brains or easily plow
up acres of Manhattan bedrock. That will tell you something of the power of these machines. But it won't tell you how they came to be.
Remember T.O.M. - The Old Man - who wrote in the earliest days of "Rotten QRM." His very first article in 1917 blasted concocted
abbreviations just coming into use. Among the almost unintelligible gibberish in his headphones were words like "wouff hong" and
"rettysnitch," surely instruments of terrifying punishment! By mid-1917, the ARRL was besieged by orders for these contraptions,
orders that could not be filled because the League staff had [purportedly] never seen either device.
In 1919, after World War I (then called simply the Great War since no one could imagine doing all that destruction and killing all
over again), the League once more took up its work in earnest. At just this critical time, the Directors received, from The Old Man, a
package containing an authoritative and well-preserved specimen of Wouff-Hong. Turner described the contents of the package as
"the gruesome instrument of torture." By order of the Directors, it was hung in the office of the Secretary-Editor, within easy reach. Its
first portrait appeared in QST for July that year. At each Board meeting, the Wouff-Hong stood on display, to the blanched looks of the
humbled Directors.
The Old Man also presented the world with its first glimpse of the Rettysnitch. In 1921, the monstrous machine was presented to
the League traffic manager by the Washington, D.C., Radio Club, ostensibly after receiving it from T.O.M. Even at its first public
appearance, two of its teeth were missing, suggesting a long history of necessary and effective use. However, to this day, the
Rettysnitch has lost no other teeth. It was ordered to hang by its mate.
In the 20s and 30s, many a reproduction of both instruments, but especially the Wouff-Hong, materialized across the country. A
group of hams in Flint, Michigan, created the mystic society called the Royal Order of the Wouff-Hong. The society endures to this day,
according to legends to which I have so far not been privy. And The Old Man has been given a name: Hiram Percy Maxim, W1AW. At
least, legend tells the story that way, perhaps based on the fact that T.O.M. glared at "Kitty" while reflecting on the "rottenness" of
everything. Maxim did have a cat. However, true to feline nature, Maxim's cat never spilled the beans.
But what has become of the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch? More important, what has become of their power to enforce both
decency and law and order on the ham bands? Hams used to cringe at the thought, let alone the sight, of these dreadful tools of
enforcement. But, we do not hear of them much anymore. Oh, a tremor of curiosity every now and again brings out a ripple of
questions and speculation - but not much more than a ripple.
You see, today, we have much more terrifying weapons, things like Oozies, H-bombs and the like. They scare us in ways that
seem to make the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch tame and toothless. However, even in Maxim's day, objectively more powerful
weapons were used in France, like tanques and gas more poisonous than that made by Texas chili. Why were the Wouff-Hong and the
Rettysnitch so powerful to those early hams?
Because those hams cared about amateur radio in their hearts. They wanted what they knew they could never have: a perfectly
law-abiding and decent radio service that would inspire young and old alike to become hams or, lacking the inclination to electronics, to
become admirers of hams. Every minute of on-the-air time was a chance to show how noble a pursuit amateur radio was and should
always be. They feared the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch as instruments of their own consciences, as they strove to meet the
standards they set for themselves.
And that is where today you will find both the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch – deep in your own conscience. If they seem to hold
no power, then you know it is time once more to elevate your standards a notch higher, and then to strive to achieve them perfectly.
Each of us [if even in the recesses of our minds] has a secret and private office where no one else may go. Above the door, facing our
individual operating tables, hang two instruments, one of law and order, the other of decency. However, much the outside world may
neglect the tradition of these terrible reminders of responsibility, each of us possess our own Wouff-Hong and Rettysnitch. May you
never deserve their sting!
Like all legends, this one, too, must end with special words: pass it on.

73! Submitted by Art Marshall, W1FJI w1fji55@centurylink.net
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From The Freezer

Elmer novelties and other frozen treats from Mike Maynard, K4ICY

An Elmer’s Good Advice
I speak to you now with intended soberness and consideration. I do not mean to preach, but I would like to share
with you two concepts that are dear to my heart and mark my experience here on this Earth. I wish to first talk about
forgiving those that have wronged you. The hobby will be better served if we all keep a little of this powerful Balm of
Gilead at our disposal to mend fences and cause for better relationships over the long-haul. Then I would like to touch on
a sensitive subject that has a great deal of influence in how, not only the hobby is able to transform the shy into the
outspoken, but can prove to be the very essence of our hobby’s function: Just as a lady most likely will never go out on a
date with a guy unless asked, the same can be said about picking up the microphone and calling “CQ” against the spectre
of “mic fright.” I’ll be talking about the need to impose your presence within any type of social structure. I’ll ask for
forgiveness early on if this ends up touching a nerve. HIHI.
The Amateur Radio Service, at one time, required the ever-willful hand of FCC agents to wield the punitive
instruments of enforcement. As a hobby, we’ve matured to a point where we have been granted less government
oversight and are now essentially “self-policing.” More responsibility lies upon the heads of each individual ham to
choose between right and wrong and to act according to our avocation’s better, and often unwritten, aspirations of
professionalism.
However, as we are all human participants in this hobby, we are more or less prone to fallibility and occasions of poor
judgment. On any given night, tune in to any band and you may often hear for yourself, a share of mean-spirited banter
and sometimes, just a basic a lack of critical thinking for the sensitivity of others. This applies to interpersonal
relationships between local hams and club members as well. I need not make mention of the many grudges purported to
exist, brought to light by both foul conduct and rumor.
As you know, we are a “social” hobby and our medium is merely a platform for social interaction rather than a means
to an end. We are not paid for our participation; we act in capacities truly on a personal volunteer basis, and clubs like
TARS are really “hobby”-based associations at heart, rather than vetted service organizations with the expectation of
social protocol and hierarchy, so we as individuals are often left with no one to complain to when others ‘cross the line’
except those we’ve gained friendship and trust in. If we have no one, things can get lonely quick.
When you find yourself reacting to someone that has offended you, even if it was yourself – might I make a humble
suggestion: instead of reaching out for your own Wouff-Hong and Rettysnitch – consider implementing a more powerful
and even more effective tool of enforcement; that of forgiveness. This meek concept of “turning the other cheek” is really
like a surgeon’s scalpel, a precision tool of intelligent discipline, one even championed by the world’s greatest peacemasters of old. Granting forgiveness of other’s trespasses is in truth a sign of strength, not weakness. The other side of
forgiveness is repentance. If you’ve wronged someone, you should make amends before being able to forgive yourself.
A hallmark of a great “Elmer” is one who is able to show forth greater forbearance, to be more forgiving, and more
willing to walk that extra mile for his fellow person, to reach down and lift up those whom erred – gently showing them the
way – and willing to lay aside old grudges to nurture those no more. Of course, sharp reproval is rightly necessary at
times, but only when truly appropriate, which is often hard to judge when feelings are hurt - but it must be followed only by
an increase in kindness and love, lest the offender has no choice but to perceive you as their enemy. “Good will,” it’s
Part 97 law!
Now for a little on a concept dear to my heart… For the record, I’ll concede to acknowledging my lack of formal
education in psychology and life in general, but perhaps these admonitions apply more to myself. I call this small
philosophy the “Law of Inclusion.” The law states that: “within, either a social hierarchy or any type of interpersonal
relationship, acceptance cannot be gained accept only by active inclusion from one party or the other – any absence of
inclusion can only result in disassociation.” In a nut shell, if you go to a party, and you don’t introduce yourself, the odds
are strongly against you for walking away with new friends. True story… I know this girl that said she went to a party
where she shyly stood against the wall the entire time. Her friends came home with phone numbers, and she didn’t.
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I’ll be the first to admit that I’m an ‘introvert’. And let it be known; being an introvert has a real value in society rather
than being an affliction. The greatest thinkers and doers in history were introverts, and frankly, the best achievements
could only be made in contemplative seclusion. It is not fair to label introverts as ‘social misfits’ who would rather be by
themselves. On the contrary, as far as I can speak for myself, I do enjoy the company of others, and I hunger just the
same for acceptance, but it tends to be more on my terms. The recent and troubling circumstance in my personal life can
be traced to my introversion rather than a misspent expenditure of quality time on other pursuits. A wise person once
stated to me “I am the way I was made.” There is no immediate harm in this thought; it acknowledges one’s own
shortcomings, but ultimately, this thinking, if used as a crutch, can become adversarial to one’s personal potential to
overcome challenges. If there is a ‘Great Plan of Happiness’ from some ‘Creator’, surely the ultimate goal is for each of
us to overcome the world and our weaknesses and progress above and beyond our natural frame.
My statement does not imply that being an introvert is a sinful or lower state, but that whether we introverts like it or
not, true joy in our lives will only come from the fruits of interaction with others and not just from within our own
imaginations. We are simply not capable of knowing what is always best for ourselves. Again, we have our free agency,
and we are obligated, if not accountable, to exercise it.
Over six years ago, after a decade of allowing no one but my spouse and close relatives to enter my world, I took a
bold personal challenge to become an Amateur Radio operator. I can’t tell you how extremely hard this was, but I knew it
was time to ‘come out of my shell’. I had once heard a talk that was somewhat related to my ‘law’ and decided to
experiment upon it. I set out to get to know the people of TARS. I set out to actually talk on the air, even if paralyzed by
“mic fright.” I even sat in on the Friday luncheons even though I felt unnoticed and no one really talked to me. I did all this
purposely to apply this grand experiment to myself for better or worse. At times I felt as though ‘including’ my presence
and making small-talk would not get me anywhere. But I knew the ‘law’ was true, even by the prompting of the spirit.
Did it work? Was I now “included” In some lofty social circle? Well… A year ago, I found myself standing at the pulpit
at church facing some 300 patrons. I found myself no longer afraid to speak and I felt the words coming to me, even with
a little authority, though with humility, for the words were not my own – an introvert. I caught eyes looking at me, not in
leering judgment, but in agreeable affirmation. I’ve found myself speaking month after month in front of the radio club as
an officer, and even now as editor. I now find myself speaking on the phone bands and pounding a CW key. Do I have a
lot of friends? Maybe I do, but there are many closer ones that I didn’t have six years ago. I still need to “include” myself
more, even if with some self-apprehension. How can I apply this concept to those I ‘Elmer’ unless I apply it to my life first?
I bear testimony, that this law is true. That you can still call yourself an introvert, you can still enjoy your ‘alone time’
and no one should ever judge you against it – but fear of being hurt or rejected should no longer dictate your course in life
or ward off potentially dear associations. By applying this principal in good spirit, there will be rewards, even rewards of
hidden treasure that your heart yet cannot conceive.
Now of course, this philosophy does not imply or condone the forceful trespassing of personal space, or to linger
where you are not truly wanted. We should leave common sense and intuition up to that guard. This law also doesn’t
guarantee success – it merely specifies action, whether for better or worse. I pray that I have not stepped on too many
toes in my time, I can only ask for forgiveness. Do not ever allow yourself to believe the adversary’s false admonition that;
you cannot be loved, accepted or appreciated. Amidst the sea of persons willing to shrug you off for one ‘valid’ reason or
another, there will be those precious few that will be bettered by knowing you.
Amateur Radio is not solely a technical pursuit, but one of
interpersonal and social advancement. It is not merely an ideal for
communication but an active platform or medium by which
relationships are formed and kept. Enjoy the FCC-granted
privileges you hold. Pick up the microphone and force yourself to
talk. Tap “QRL?” on the key… just get out there and include
yourself, you may someday be glad you did.

73! DE Mike Maynard, K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net
TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

16

Some Thoughts on Special Event Stations -

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

If you were tuning around on the HF Bands in early July you probably heard a
number of Amateurs trying to work the 13 Original Colonies special event stations.
Each of the states representing the 13 Original Colonies had unique call signs
beginning with K2A (New York) through K2M (Pennsylvania). Some of the states had
only one station on the air during the event, others had several and there were a
variety of modes available. For a small contribution you could receive a full color
certificate by working only one state or by working a station in each of the 13
Colonies. If you missed the chance this year plans are already being made to
th
continue it for the 6 year in 2014!

Later on this past July, Amateurs had the chance to talk to Scouts attending the
National Jamboree at the new permanent location at The Summit Bechtel Family
National Scout Reserve in Mount Hope, West Virginia. The station was in operation
th
th
from July 15 through the 24 and ICOM was selected to be the exclusive sponsor
providing all the transceivers for the event. I know several other hams in Tallahassee
that were able to contact the Jamboree Station. I received their QSL and added it to
my K2BSA collection. If you haven’t worked some of the special event stations on
HF you are missing some interesting contacts. Each month QST provides a listing of
some of the more popular special events in the US and overseas. You can also look
in the Ham Happenings section of this publication.
There are also a number of websites that provide great listings; one of the better ones is Dave, VA3RJ’s, “Amateur Radio
Resources.” Dave is located in Toronto, Canada and has a very good listing of on-going, current and future special event stations
throughout the world. One of the more unusual listings on his site is ICPO-Islands (Castles & Portable Operations). Some of the rarer
locations I had to look up on a map. A number of the stations are on for a short period of time while others are on the air for several
years. Many of the stations are operated by individuals on duty or visiting the particular locations while others are operated by groups
of hams that travel to the distant locations, set up equipment and get on the air. To receive QSL cards you usually exchange your card
with a QSL Manager who receives the logs electronically, fills out the return card and gets in the mail. Most managers simply request a
SASE and try to get your return card in the mail as soon as possible. Other stations wait until the operators return from an event and
then work on getting the cards done as quickly as they can fill them out.

Another extensive list of “Very Short Time Awards Listing” as Ted, K1BV,
calls his site can be found at www.dxawards.com/REALSHORT.htm and a
master list at www.dxawards.com If there is an interesting Special Event, County
Hunting, Hog Calling Contest, Lighthouse, Anniversary of a town, city/state, radio
club or a station to honor a famous person - you are probably going to find it
listed on K1BV’s website. Ted also has links to sites giving award and certificate
information for each of his listings. If you’re new at award hunting click the link at
the bottom of his webpage and you can read a very good article and tips on the
subject. If you are looking for an award for a specific country this is the place to
start searching. Start with the link at the bottom of the “Award Hunting” article
mentioned above.
I mentioned QST Magazine earlier. CQ-Amateur Radio also has a fairly good listing of special event stations, award stations and
hamfests in both their monthly magazine and on their website. The advantage of checking the CQ website is that you can get up-todate information and not what was written several weeks or months ago. One disadvantage is that you can only see the current
month’s listing. When I checked the website in mid-September all I could see was that month’s listing. This makes it a little difficult to
plan ahead to work a station the first few days of the following month. If you subscribe to QST, you not only get the option for a printed
copy around the middle of the preceding month but you can also receive the issue in digital form a few days earlier. Likewise,
http://www.zinio.com/ offers CQ-Amateur Radio magazine as a digital edition.
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How would you like to take part in operating from a special event station located in Tallahassee?
In the past couple of years we’ve had several members of TARS take part in running a special event
station. Some of these were being operated in remote DX locations. If you’ve attended the last couple of club
meetings or read the article in the TARS Newsletter for September you’re aware of the plans, suggested by
th
Chief, KA5USN, to set up an operation celebrating the 475 Anniversary of Hernando DeSoto’s First Winter
Encampment from Myers Park. TARS will be using the special callsign K4T. Current plans are to operate
rd
th
from 1200 UTC Friday, January 3 , 2014 through 2359 UTC Sunday, January 5 ,2014. There will be a Get
On The Air station at Myers Park for the day and there’s also an option to operate from your home station
(the entire time) using the TARS special event callsign K4T! (of course followed by your call sign within the
FCC time limit rules: once every ten minutes). We should be hearing more details during the next few TARS
meetings and specific information in the future Newsletters.
Between now and the K4T special event the first weekend of January 2014, you have a number of opportunities to get on the air
and make some interesting contacts. Checking the list from the October QST I received in the mail (yesterday,) these are just a few
you might want to try:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

th

th

National Fire Prevention Week- N2F from Kingston, NJ Oct. 6 – 12 .
th
250 Anniversary of the 1763 Royal Proclamation- VX31763 from
th
th
Mississauga ON, Canada Oct. 6 – Nov. 5 .
th
Aviation Day at Outlaw Airport- KF4L from Clarksville, TN, Oct. 12 .
Navy Day from USS Midway (CV-41) Museum Radio Room- NI6IW from
San Diego, CA, Oct. 12th
th
A number of stations commemorating the USCG Auxiliary 74 Anniversary
through the month of October.
A number of stations celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week 2013W8W will be operating for the first time from a rare grid square (EN76ms) in
th
th
the Whitefish NWR, Marquette, MI, Oct. 13 – 19 .
th
56 Annual JOTA Scout Jamboree on the Air- throughout the US and other
th
th
countries around the world. Oct. 19 – 20 . K2BSA (US) and HB9S from
Geneva will be on the air during the event, patches and certificates are
available from BSA. Individual stations may generate their own QSL cards
using the JOTA logo.
th
th
Navy Day Celebration-W7A from NAS Fallon, NV, Oct. 26 – Oct. 27 .
FIRST COMMUNICATIONS U.K. TO NEW ZEALAND- GB2NZ from UK
th
RSGB (England) and New Zealand, Oct. 5 .
90th Anniversary of Turkish Republic- TC42A from
th
CANADIAN LIBERATION MARCH - OQ4CLM Knokke, Belgium, Oct. 16 –
th
Nov. 5 .

Don’t miss out on these
once-in-a-lifetime “Special Events!”
de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net

N1MM Contest Logger Begins Major Rewrite
Tom, N1MM, announced that the N1MM Logger team has begun a major re-write of the world’s most popular contest logging
program, in Visual Basic.Net. While the program continues to function well, they felt it was time, in response to Microsoft’s ending of
support for Visual Basic 6, to ensure that it can continue to be maintained and improved. The rewrite will also take advantage of the
wide availability of multi-core computers for improved performance. It is expected to run under Windows XP, 7 and 8 with .Net 4
installed (The .Net 4 Framework is a free download from Microsoft).
The rewriting process is already well underway. They expect it will take six months to a year, and thousands of hours of work.
Everything will need to be thoroughly tested, and they can foresee a need for volunteer testers. As the rewriting process continues, they
plan to keep the user community involved by publishing lists of features they propose adding, as well as those that may be dropped.
They plan to be fairly conservative in both respects, to avoid slowing down the rewrite and increasing the complexity of testing.
To free up the developers, they plan to limit changes to the existing version to critical functional issues and rule changes in
individual contests. Releases will only occur if such changes need to be made available to the user community. User support will
continue on the reflector (http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/n1mmlogger/info).
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Morse Code Practice Net -

Wednesdays at 8:30 P.M. NOW ON 28.114 Mhz CW

JOIN IN THE CW PRACTICE NET
Tune In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 – 28.114 CW
The Morse Code Practice Net, which is just an informal gathering is running on the Straight Key Century Club’s
(SKCC) calling frequency of 28.114 Mhz in the 10 meter band. Catch folks trying out ‘SLOW CW’ at 5-15 WPM on
WEDNESDAY evenings at 8:30-9:30 PM. Tuesdays and Thursday are great too, and we’ll often be monitoring those
nights. The floor is open and informal so just send your call – no matter how slow! Though we are using the SKCC
calling frequency, feel free to try a paddle, bug, key, MacGyver Style (two wires and a paperclip) or whatever it takes to
get on. While you’re on, learn a thing or two about how to send bad code really “GUD”! CUL, GL ES 73! (See You
Later, Good Luck and Best Regards!)
•

•
•
•

•

The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band)
If QRM, QSY up to 28.120, If an SKCC
member is calling – trade numbers!
The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm)
Nights: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Mode: CW, Speed: 15 WPM and Below
Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater

EmComm

Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC, many
hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW. All they may
need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ where they don’t have to worry about speed
and accuracy – a place to learn those things through experience and
practice. And learn how to QSO too! Don’t be afraid to dip your toes
in the water – Elmers are here to help you learn to swim.

Emergency Communications • Training - Preparedness - Action - Service

The Georgia SET and the Corresponding Digital Meeting – October 5th
The SET, short for Simulated Emergency Test, is an exercise designed to test how ready we are as Amateur Radio
th
operators for handling a communications emergency. On October 5 , Georgia ARES will be conducting an SET and
North Florida ARES will be joining in the test to assist South West GA ARES. As Hams, we'll be proving where we are
good, and more importantly, where we are NOT. The Georgia (state) Scenario does not set up what the actual
emergency is, but this is done by local ARES leadership. Because Georgia is such a large geographical area, the type of
emergencies more plausible in Atlanta will not be so in Thomasville. Because of our close geographical relation to South
West Georgia, ARES leaders in the North Florida section will share the same threats such as the landfall of hurricanes.
This next TARS meeting, October 3rd, will be host to DEC David Miner, W4SKG, where he will discuss various digital
modes available to both the casual ham operator as well as emcomm specialists including, PSK31 and D-RATS. David's
presentation will be a warm-up to Saturday's activity which will be a hands-on meeting, also at the Red Cross facility,
where hams can bring their computers, download the various digital applications, and learn the techniques to actually
communicate with them. At the Thursday meeting, David will bring a computer and flashdrive with digipan, FLdigi and
Winlink/Winmor for others to download at that meeting. On Saturday David will set up a station or two and actually
communicate using different digital modes. The goal is to use this digital meeting to participate in the Georgia SET.
Having the ability to use these newer digital modes gives emcomm hams greater flexibility and speed in passing
traffic such as Radigrams and the government agency required ICS-213 forms. Thursday’s TARS meeting and the digital
meeting on Saturday are prime opportunities for all hams in our area to get more into digital, and figure out how to get
things set up for themselves.
th

Please check out: http://www.gaares.org/documents/2013_SET.pdf for an overview of the SET on Saturday, October 5 ,
and check out: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/digital-mode-resources/ for additional digital knowhow. For more
information, contact DEC David Miner, W4SKG, at w4skg@arrl.net or Leon EC Alan Torledsky at torledsky@msn.net
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DHS OEC NECP Update to the National Emergency Communications Plan
An updated version of the National Emergency Communications Plan (NECP) that addresses technology advances and changes in
the regulatory landscape is expected to be released for review by the end of this year.
The Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Emergency Communications (OEC) began updating the document at the
beginning of this year. Ryan Oremland, branch director of policy and planning for OEC, detailed the process during a Webinar Sept. 4
hosted by the National 911 Program.
OEC was formed following Hurricane Katrina and officially launched in 2007. A major initiative of OEC was the development of the
NECP, first released in 2008. Oremland noted much has changed in the interceding five years, including advances in technology; new
grant programs; changes in regulation and policy that have reorganized federal roles and responsibilities; new stakeholders; and five
years of experience responding to incidents, including the Boston Marathon bombing.
"We have a good framework to get the specifics written for this plan," said Chris Essid, DHS OEC deputy director. "It’s going to
focus on LMR, however, there will be a big focus on maintaining mission-critical voice with the new ecosystem, such as social media
and broadband. The capabilities we have today, such as tweeting to citizens after the Boston Marathon to give them updates, we didn’t
have in 2008. The new national plan talks about all these stakeholders and new technologies."
Other OEC activities include helping states develop emergency communications plans and supporting DHS grant programs to
make sure they are reflective of the environment, challenges and solutions for improving emergency communications. In addition, OEC
is helping states prepare for the emerging national public-safety broadband network (NPSBN).
At the beginning of this year, OEC began a stakeholder-driven approach to update the NECP. OEC staff began soliciting feedback
from public-safety agencies and emergency communications groups, amounting to about 30 working sessions to date. In addition, the
office conducted breakout sessions at trade shows and exhibitions to gather additional feedback.
“We’ve really been aggressive in trying to get people involved in helping us formulate the plan and keeping everyone and their
associations and stakeholder groups updated on where we’re going with the plan,” said Oremland. “We’re going to continue to get
input, we’re putting together the draft plan, and we hope to get it out for stakeholder feedback later this fall after we’ve cleared some
DHS review hurdles.”
OEC plans to build on the original NECP with focuses on governance and planning, leadership, training and exercises, research
and development and new technology. “We don’t want to start from scratch,” said Oremland. “We acknowledge there are a lot of
financial restraints out there, and we need to update what we put in place before and find creative ways to continue to progress down
this road.”
The update to NECP revolves around three focus areas:
1. A whole-community approach, which leverages the resources and capabilities from across the community to plan for, respond to and
recover from disasters and incidents.
2. The emergence of IP-based technologies that are now used primarily for mission support and administration, but with the deployment
of broadband networks, will provide increasing support for mission-critical emergency response voice, video and data.
3. The modernization of responder communications capabilities and the broader communications environment, including alerts and
warnings, text-to-9-1-1 capabilities and eventually next-generation 9-1-1 (NG 9-1-1), and the increasing importance of citizens using
social media and smart devices to report on emergencies.
“The plan will remain focused on government-to-government communications during incident response. This is the core mission of
OEC and the charge the Congress has sent to develop the NECP,” said Oremland. “But we’re also broadening the scope with this plan
to cover other key emergency communications functions and stakeholders, including communications from government agencies to the
public, as well as public communications during an emergency and communications from the public to public-safety answering points
(PSAPs) during emergencies.”

Randy Pierce, AG4UU, piercer2381@gmail.com
Telecommunications Administrator, ITS Section - Florida Department of Transportation
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LEON ARES

Serve with the Leon County Amateur Radio Emergency Service

Leon County ARES Releases Updated Communications Plan!
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki for your updated copy of the Leon ARES Plan!
The Leon ARES Emergency Communications Plan outlines procedure,
logistics, resources and basic strategy for ARES officials and Amateur Radio
volunteers in our county and surrounding area when our served agencies require
communications assistance. Of particular interest are the included ARES-used
repeater frequencies, phone numbers and email listings for ARES officials and
served agencies. Used only as a guideline, it is subject to the conditions of the
North Florida ARES Plan, agency MOU’s and State of Florida emergency
management protocol. The beauty of this update version of the “Leon Plan” is
that it’s an electronic PDF document and can be updated on a continual basis!
Updates will be available on the Leon County ARES Wiki site and through
appropriate releases via the Leon ARES email list. For enquiries please contact
Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com, or one of the Leon AEC’s.

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – NEW

FREQUENCY!

Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST NOW ON THE 146.655 AE4S repeater. This net is
OPEN TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first. Since a special link will be made with David Miner,
W4SKG, via phone patch, there will be no squelch-tail so please use the pro-sign “Over” to signify end
of transmission. This net focuses on the current issues pertinent to Leon County as well as the Capital
Area District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest, particularly EmComm related. Though, this is a
directed net, there is a casual atmosphere geared to foster a spirit of collaboration. Erik Brooks,
KC4NVU is usually net control. See you Tuesday night!

Leon County ARES Wiki
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site. The
wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public. Information contained within the wiki
can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators. Find information on everything from repeater lists and served
agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for disaster and emergency communication! You can also find the current
Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at: http://www.leoncountyares.org
To join in, just submit your call sign as your log-In and create a password.

Are you interested in ‘EmComm’?

Would you like to use your talents and radio skills to assist Leon county agencies like
LCSO, ARC, and local hospitals when disaster strikes? Consider the rewards of helping save the day… Become an ARES volunteer!

To learn more or to volunteer, contact one of the Leon AEC’s or contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com
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HAVE AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE?
Reach new lofty heights and rise above the rest by
submitting to The Printed Circuit next month!
Readers are encouraged to submit items of interest
such as articles, commentary and photos for
publication, especially station photos - even public
service announcements are welcome… The Printed
Circuit is sent to well over 300 email recipients, so why
not use this publication to share your hobby? The
th
deadline for publication is the 20 of the month.
Allow for one week prior to publication for corrections or
additions. All submitted material becomes property of
the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. and
content is subject to approval and may be edited.

E-mail Addresses
Please forward any additions or
changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the
Newsletter to: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com . or Mike
Maynard, K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify
us if you wish to no longer receive the newsletter and
would like to have your address removed. Payment of
TARS dues is not a requirement to receive this free-forall publication.
Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not representative of,
or ultimately responsible for the views or opinions of the
whole organization, and such views and opinions
expressed herein are of the individual author(s). All
submitted text and photos are subject to copyright by
TARS
Updates of Information If you are aware of any
updates, changes or corrections to any of the
information in this newsletter such as information about
Our Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please
forward
that
information
to
us
at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard
K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion in future
newsletters. Corrections and additions cannot be
reflected until the following month’s edition.
Have nice pics of your station, ham gear or radio
adventures? Send them on in! The Printed Circuit
would like nothing better than to brag with you. Also,
we could sure use more (up to date) photos of friends
and faces from any recent ham radio gathering, meeting
or event. To some hams in our area, The Printed
Circuit is the only way they are able to connect with
TARS and the ‘goings on’.

All content within this publication is copyright
© 2013 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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Regional Clubs & Organizations
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Morningside Methodist

Church, 2007 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

South West GA ARES Net – 9 pm every Thursday night, 145.170 Repeater, - offset, 141.3 PL tone.
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

Jefferson County
Net: Monday evening at 8:00 pm on the Monticello, WX4JEF, 145.43 repeater; 94.8 PL tone.

The Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) is a United States Department of
Defense sponsored program, established as a separately managed and operated
program by the United States Air Force, Army and Navy/Marine Corp. The program is a
civilian auxiliary consisting primarily of licensed amateur radio operators who are
interested in assisting with communications on a local, national, and international basis
as an adjunct to normal communications.
It is up to the individual Ham to select one of the MARS services. Although we have slightly different
structures and separate reporting chains of command, we all work together. Members of one service can
participate on the frequencies
and the nets of a sister service. In addition we have specific 'Joint Services Interoperability Nets'.

Membership eligibility:
•

Be 17 years of age or older. (Signature of parent or legal guardian is required when an applicant is under 18 years of
age.)

•

•
•

Be a United States Citizen or resident alien. (Possess a valid amateur radio license issued by the FCC)
Possess a station capable of operating on MARS VHF and/or HF frequencies.
Agree to operate a minimum of 12 hours per calendar quarter with 6 hours being on VHF and or HF
networks.

For further information contact one of the three Florida State MARS Directors or visit one of the services web
sites:
http://www.navymars.org/
http://www.netcom.army.mil/mars/
http://www.afmars.org/USAF_MARS_Today.shtml
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Repeaters

Capital Area Region

Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Crawfordville

Wakulla

Greensboro

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

PL

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

K4WAK

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

400

Gadsden

K4GFD

Unk

147.390 +

94.8

300

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Unk

145.430 -

94.8

Unk

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

P-25

Aux or Remote Site

Height

600

Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SAR Net) links with:
Lake City 444.900 / 110.9
Yulee 442.900 / 127.3
Madison 444.300 / 94.8
Ft. Lauderdale 442.850 / 110.9
Jacksonville 444.200 / 127.3
Tampa 442.850 / 146.2 / 411
Cocoa Beach 444.650 / 107.2
Aspalaga 444.975 / 94.8
Gainesville 444.925 / 123.0 ocs
Orlando 442.875 / 411

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC
(200)

Tallahassee

Yes

275
575

Host of Echolink Node #3950

Leon

N4NKV

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

TMH (200)

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Reno

Georgia

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

24

Regional Nets

North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open)
Jefferson County Net
Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)
Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
SKYWARN NET (See below)

Daily • 9:00 AM EST

3950 kHz

except Sunday

Sunday • 7:30 PM EST

147.030 MHz, K4TLH

Sunday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Daily • 6:55 AM EST
Daily • Noon EST
Daily • 7:30 PM EST
Thursday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Tues-Thurs
8:30 PM EST

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
146.655 MHz, AE4S
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3

TBA

145.430 MHz, WX4JEF,

Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST
Third Thursday
7:30 PM EST

+ 600, 94.8

28.180 MHz CW Mode
94.8

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)

(or after GA SSB Net)

First Sunday
7:30 PM EST

WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours)
EST. The net starts at 3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade
R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues
there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz repeater, the weekly Capital Area
ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us
to provide a retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief
seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an
ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your emergency-ready HF station.

th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events of Interest • Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ

Contest and QSO Parties
01 OCT
05 OCT
05 OCT
08 OCT
09 OCT
09 OCT
10 OCT
11 OCT
11 OCT
12 OCT
12 OCT
12 OCT
12 OCT
12 OCT
12 OCT
13 OCT
19 OCT
19 OCT
19 OCT
19 OCT
20 OCT
21 OCT
21 OCT
23 OCT
26 OCT
26 OCT

1900L - 2300L
0000Z - 2400Z
1600Z - 2159Z Oct 6
0100Z - 0300Z
0030Z - 0230Z
1900L – 2300L
0001Z - 2359Z
0130Z - 0200Z
0230Z - 0300Z
0700L – 1300L
1200Z - 2400Z Oct 13
1600Z - 2200Z Oct 13
1600Z - 2359Z Oct 13
1700Z - 2100Z Oct 12
2000L – 0200L Oct 13
0000Z - 0400Z
0001Z - 2359Z Oct 20
1400Z - 0200Z Oct 20
1500Z - 1500Z Oct 20
2000Z - 2200Z
1700Z - 0100Z Oct 21
0100Z - 0300Z Oct 21
1300Z - 2359Z Oct 25
0000Z - 0200Z Oct 23
0000Z - 2359Z Oct 27
0000Z - 2400Z Oct 27

222 MHz Fall Sprint
TARA PSK Rumble Contest
California QSO Party
ARS Spartan Sprint
NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
432 MHz Fall Sprint
10-10 Int. 10-10 Day Sprint
NCCC RTTY Sprint Ladder
NCCC Sprint
Microwave Fall Sprint
SKCC Weekend Sprintathon
Pennsylvania QSO Party
Arizona QSO Party
FISTS Fall Sprint

http://www.svhfs.org/2012fallsprintrules.pdf
http://www.n2ty.org/seasons/tara_rumble_rules.html
http://www.cqp.org/Rules.html
http://www.arsqrp.blogspot.com
http://naqcc.info/sprint201312mw.html
http://www.svhfs.org/2012fallsprintrules.pdf
http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.svhfs.org/2012fallsprintrules.pdf
http://www.skccgroup.com/operating_activities/weekend_sprintathon/

http://www.nittany-arc.net/pqppdf/paqsorules12.pdf
http://www.azqsoparty.org/rules.html
http://www.fists.org/operating.html

PODXS 070 Club 160m Great Pumpkin Sprint

North American Sprint, RTTY
10-10 Int. Fall Contest, CW
New York QSO Party
Stew Perry Topband Challenge
Feld Hell Sprint
Illinois QSO Party
Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
ARRL School Club Roundup
SKCC Sprint
ARRL EME Contest
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB

http://www.podxs070.com/160-meter-great-pumpkin-sprint

http://www.ncjweb.com/sprintrules.php
http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf
http://www.nyqp.org/rules.php
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
https://sites.google.com/site/feldhellclub/Home/contests/sprint-rules

http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP%202012%20Rules.pdf
http://fpqrp.org/pigrun/
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup
http://www.skccgroup.com/sprint/sks/
http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
http://www.cqww.com/rules.htm

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source” QST & WA7BMW

DX

in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation

From

To

Prefix

Call

01-May
20-Sep
24-Sep
27-Sep
01-Oct
01-Oct
01-Oct
01-Oct
02-Oct
02-Oct
02-Oct
03-Oct
03-Oct
04-Oct
05-Oct

30-Apr
20-Oct
18-Nov
11-Oct
31-Oct
11-Oct
31-Oct
16-Oct
05-Oct
14-Oct
27-Nov
17-Oct
07-Oct
09-Oct
20-Oct

ZS8
KH9
5X
3D2/R
8R
CY0
SV
YN
9N
FO/A
H44
FH
KH0
GU
FM

ZS8C & ZS8Z
K9Wake Island (EU-053)
5X1NH
3D2DD/p, 3D2GC/p (OC-060)
8R1A
CY0P (NA-063)
SW8TT (EU-052)
H7H
9N2YY
TX5D (OC-114)
H44HP & H44MS
TO2TT
AH0KT
GP0PKT (EU-114)
TO4FM (NA-107)
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http://www.wake2013.org/
http://3d2gc.com/
http://www.cy0dxpedition.com/
http://nicaragua2013.com/

http://www.i2ysb.com
http://martellotowergroup.com/gp0pkt/
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in (parenthesis) is the IOTA designation
From

To

Prefix

Call

06-Oct
09-Oct
09-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
11-Oct
11-Oct
12-Oct
12-Oct
13-Oct
13-Oct
13-Oct
14-Oct
14-Oct
15-Oct
16-Oct
16-Oct
16-Oct
17-Oct
17-Oct
17-Oct
18-Oct
19-Oct
19-Oct
20-Oct
20-Oct
21-Oct
22-Oct
22-Oct
23-Oct
23-Oct
23-Oct
24-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
26-Oct
30-Oct

10-Oct
17-Oct
13-Oct
14-Oct
10-Nov
14-Oct
13-Oct
15-Oct
24-Oct
17-Oct
13-Oct
19-Oct
???
15-Oct
22-Oct
15-Nov
21-Oct
17-Oct
30-Oct
29-Oct
18-Oct
21-Oct
28-Oct
7-Nov
22-Oct
28-Oct
26-Oct
27-Nov
29-Oct
30-Oct
31-Oct
27-Oct
31-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
30-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
27-Oct
30-Oct

A5
6W
E5/S
KH0
V4
6W
W
3D2
TN
E5/S
W
XE
VK9L
W
C9
ON
VK
W
I
SV
W
JA
BY
D4
W
YB
E5/S
6W
TN
J3
SV5
YN
FS
BY
CE
CT8
D4
FM
HK
IT
PJ2
PJ7
PY
V4
ZD8
ZF
3D2

A52YY
6V7T
E51YIV (OC-013)
KH0M
V47JA
6V7T/P (AF-045)
K5T (NA-119)
3D2GC (OC-016)
http://3d2gc.com/
TN2MS
http://www.tn2ms.nl/
E51YIV (OC-083)
W4/SP5APW (NA-138)
http://na-142.blogspot.com/
XE3/K8OHZ
http://vk9dac.coffeecup.com/
VK9DAC
W4/SP5APW (NA-058)
http://na-142.blogspot.com/
C82DX
http://c82dx.com/
OQ4CLM
VK5CE/4 (OC-255)
http://oc255.blogspot.com.au/
W4/SP5APW (NA-142)
http://na-142.blogspot.com/
IG9Y (AF-019)
http://ig9.ii9p.com/
SW8YY (EU-052)
http://sw8yy.weebly.com/
W4/SP5APW (NA-085)
http://na-142.blogspot.com/
7L4PVR/1, 7N1GMK/1, 7N4VPS/1, JA1UNS/1, JI1PLF/1 (AS-043)
BJ9TA
D44TXT (AF-005)
http://www.qsl.net/dl7afs/
W4/SP5APW (NA-076)
http://na-142.blogspot.com/
YB9Y (OC-276)
http://yb9y.com/
E51AAR (OC-013)
https://secure.clublog.org/logsearch/E51AAR
6V7S
TN2NB
WX7E, WJ7R, W7RIS, W7MJJ, KS5Z
SW5CC
http://m5ric.co.uk/sw5cc-october-2013/
YN5Z
FS/N1SNB
BY9GA/9
3G1B
CR2X
D4C
TO5A
HK1NA
II9P
PJ2T
PJ7PL
http://www.pr5c.qsl.br/
PR5C (SA-047)
V49J
ZD8O
ZF2AH
3D2AC & 3D2FL

+ more than 1 operator/call

Info

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

OCTOBER 2013

27

The Amateur’s Code

Written by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, in 1928

The Radio Amateur is...
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Progressive with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station
and operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for the interest of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, job, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.

You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is
all that is required.
Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society run $15 annually per individual or family.
Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year
($1.25 per month). Renewing members pay $15 dues; except after July, dues become $7.50. After September,
they drop to $5.00.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127,
Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format.
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization.
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