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The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 p.m.
on the first Thursday of every month.
Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)

Upcoming Events

See K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

February
Feb 2 (Sunday)
Tallahassee Marathon
Feb 4 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing Feb 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –

Feb 7-9 (Weekend)
TM
Orlando HamCation
Feb 20 (Thursday)
Airport Disaster Drill
Feb 22 (Saturday)
FSU Mag-Lab GOTA
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March

April

Mar 6 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting -

Apr 1 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing Apr 3 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
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From The President Let’s Get Down To Business
Well it is almost February and while it is the shortest month, it seems to me it might be one of the busiest months for TARS. On
nd
th
th
Feb. 2 is the Tallahassee Marathon; on the 4 is our bi-monthly VE testing at the Red Cross; on the 6 is the monthly TARS meeting;
th
on the 7th, 8th, and 9th is HamCation in Orlando for those attending; on the 20 is the Airport Disaster Drill, see Sal, K4YFW, for
nd
additional information and to volunteer and finally on the 22 is the Mag Lab Open House which TARS will have a booth and a GOTA
station.
I’m tired already!
At the end of the Jan. meeting there was a motion to raise the annual dues from $15, to $20, starting in January of 2015. Raising
dues is a serious matter and an emotional one. The additional amount of money raised, $300-$350, for 60-65 members is not a large
amount but the question comes down to: is it necessary. I spent some time looking at income, expenses, and club account balances
during the past four years. The primary source of income is from the membership.
During the past four years there have been amounts from events like an auction, monthly 50/50, generous donations from bike
rides, and receipts from SPARC. Expenses again vary, but on a year to year basis: electric $200; Post Office Box Rental $100; liability
Insurance $200; FL Corp Fee $61; TARS & Feather Plaque $80; and Field Day $450+. And over the last four years there has been an
average of $175 per year additional expenses on such items as Projector, digital recorder and miscellaneous repeater items. The total
of average expenses is $1266. For the year 2013 total income from our members was $1045 and from miscellaneous sources was
$845, making total income of $1890. The year ending balance in 2013 actually rose over the year ending 2012 balance: Jan. 2013
balance was $1600; Jan. 2014 balance was $1900. In 2013 expenses were not average, they were close to $1600 and also Field Day
expense for food and fuel was paid through donations.
We have a trailer and we are expecting a tower/trailer. The trailer requires repairs, estimated at a minimum to be $2000 but as
much as $3000. Both trailers require insurance, license and registration fees and maintenance. Does TARS want the trailers and
WHERE are the funds to support them? Lastly, consider this; the club’s account balance at the beginning of the year in 2009 was
$3400.
Where did all that money go! --- Discussion in February and vote in March on this proposal.
I am a stickler for the Bylaws stating what the rules of the road are. Several years ago the membership approved a policy change
that granted one year’s membership to those who successfully passed the Technician class license test given by the club at a VE
session. Also the membership application states that “Students, with proper ID, shall receive membership free”, regardless of license
class, (my additional words). However, the Bylaws state in Section 1.03. Voting. “Each paying member shall be entitled to one vote.
However, no member shall be entitled to vote if that member has not paid, up to date, the dues of his membership”. If the membership
wishes to withhold the voting privileges of the gratis members no changes are required. However, if the gratis member should vote
then, Section 1.03., should read as follows; “Each member shall be entitled to one vote. However, no member shall be entitled to vote
if that member has not paid, up to date, the dues of his membership or has been granted the current years membership by either
passing the Technician class license exam at a club sponsored VE test session or is a student with proper id”. .
There are several other areas that could use revisions as well, but for now they can wait.
One last thought. Field Day. Question, it is an emergency exercise, contest, event for public exposure of Amateur Radio and
TARS, or just a good time to get together? Answer is yes to all. . Regardless of how you feel about it, it will be here in June. It may
seem like a long time until June but just watch those days fly by. For several reasons not to be mentioned here we will not be returning
to the church. We must therefore find a new Field Day location. Several of us drove around Tom Brown Park and found a suitable
place for this year’s activities. However, before anything is finalized I would like for others to do the same thing. Look at parks,
churches, open areas, parking lots, etc., remember there need to be space for parking, multiple trailers, trees, shade or a covered
pavilion, etc., and not close to power lines, major streets and highways, or other obstacles. Please let me know your ideas as I would
like to firm up a location during March. Regarding exposure to the public, Field Day can be a great way to educate the public, get
interested individuals into our classes and get new blood into TARS.

73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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The Meeting February’s TARS Business Meeting
Because there is so much going on in February for TARS as well as the
Orlando HamCation Ham Fest event that many will be attending, TARS
president; Gerry Gross, WA6POZ will be presenting a set of very rare ham radio
th
mini-documentaries. Join us the First Thursday of the new year, February 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter facility of the American Red Cross.
This TARS meeting should be more relaxed but there is a lot of to discuss;
from the upcoming TARS GOTA at the Mag-Lab to to Field Day, Dues and New
Repeaters… See you all there!

The Tallahassee +ARC+ is located on 1115 Easterwood Drive (off of Capital Circle NE, just south of Hwy 90) between the animal
shelter and the new ‘911’ county dispatch center, in the vicinity of Tom Brown Park and the National Guard Armory. There’s plenty of
parking but be sure to show up on-time! Bring your friends and family. The TARS meetings are welcome to hams and non-hams alike.
Interested in ham radio and wish to find out more? Be our guests and let us tell you all about our hobby. Find an “Elmer” and get to
know the faces attached to the voices! “Talk-in” is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8).

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

TARS – ARRL: LOOK FOR A TECH LICENSING CLASS SOON!
th
The next TARS license exam session will be held Tuesday, February 4 , at The American Red Cross
HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 7:00 pm. Bring a
photo ID and $15, cash or check.
TARC – W5YI Group:
th
Offering testing once a month on the third Saturday of each month (February 15 )
at 10:00 am. At the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA. The
cost is $14 and two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to process.
Test sessions may require forward notice to keep the VEs from making unnecessary trips, please
contact Mike Brown, KE4FGF, at ke4fgf@arrl.net or phone 229-226-5060 for scheduling.
For more information please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/ve-team/

TARS Officers
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

Ruling Our Small World with an Iron Fist - Since 2013!

Dan Moniz, KI4HGO
Vice President
ki4hgo@arrl.net

Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
Secretary
brady.lyon@gmail.com

Nick Adams, W4EAF
Treasurer
jnickwendy@bellsouth.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions. TARS appreciates you support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
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Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Webmaster: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
Public Information Officer: TBA February
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN
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Circuit Traces News and General Items of Interest

Huge Annual TARS Service Event
TARS has a long history of supporting the Tallahassee
Marathon. This will be the 40th annual major marathon
event held by the Gulf Winds Track Club and it has been
expanded to 800 runners this year! Community service is
one of the primary reasons TARS exists and the Race
Director has been advised that we will again provide the
communications that is so vital to ensuring the safety of both
the many athletes running in the event as well as its
spectators.
The race starts at 7:30 am, Sunday, February 2 on the
FSU campus on Chieftan Way in front of the FSU
Circus. Both the full and half marathon utilize the St. Marks
Trail. For more information about the run, including a
detailed map, visit the Tallahassee Marathon website at
http://www.tallahasseemarathon.com.
There are many positions around the 26.28 mile course that need to be covered, including a long stretch of secluded trail running
through urban Tallahassee to that of following the last runner in the race (“Tail End Charlie”,) not to mention the many major
intersections. To fully cover all of these positions, we need a large number of volunteer Amateur Radio operators! So far the
roster has been eagerly started off early by several TARS members responding to the first announcement and at the January meeting.
The Tallahassee Marathon is an excellent opportunity for both new and old amateurs to gain or refresh the experience needed to
help out during an emergency; all while having fun and doing a service to our community. We don’t say this lightly: the runners really
appreciate and value our presence. Last year, our people were involved in several 911 emergency calls, so our service is important!
The race will be run within the Tallahassee area, so the minimum radio equipment required is a 2-meter HT. We will ONLY be using
one repeater and the race will terminate and be swept at 1:30 pm. TARS can use all the additional radio help we can get! We need to
provide for the safety of the runners, and they will appreciate our many eyes and ears - so PLEASE email Stan ASAP
at K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the roster.
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What a great opportunity this is to expose our
hobby to kids in an enthusiastic atmosphere of
technology and science! TARS has been invited to
operate a Get On The Air station in conjunction
with the National High Magnetic Field Laboratory’s
Open-House event. The “Mag-Lab” has planned
the exhibition to demonstrate the many scientific
aspects of magnetics and high-technology to
visitors both young and young-at-heart. The event
nd
will take place on Saturday, February 22 , starting
around 10 a.m. at the lab facility on Paul Dirac
Drive in SW Tallahassee.
The GOTA station would be located on the
grounds of the Mag-Lab within an enclosed tent
and power provided and would operate from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. to coincide with the open-house.
The space and operating conditions will be limited
– proving our ability to operate in any type of
emergency situation, limitations considered.
Even if you don’t plan to operate at the GOTA,
bring your family and help provide support and
interest to TARS and Amateur Radio. And radio is
actually just a small part of everything great to see
and do at the Mag-Lab. It’s an Attractive proposal!
Please direct any questions, comments and offers
to participate to:
“Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN: ka5usn@hotmail.com

Want Your “Ticket?” – Know Someone Interested In Ham Radio?
Phil Ashler, N4IPH, is scheduling a Technician’s License Class overview course to be
held at the local American Red Cross facility for those needing to brush-up prior to taking
the FCC’s Technician Licensing test for Amateur Radio operation. This would be a golden
opportunity to help bring new radio enthusiasts into the hobby.
nd

Plans are tentatively set for holding the course SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 , but it
may be moved up to MARCH to get more people to sign up. If interested – Please
contact Phil Ashler, N4IPH at philashler@comcast.net for more information. More
information to be given at the meeting and via mass email. ‘See’ you on the air soon! 73!
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How Did We Do In Our First 1x1?
rd

th

The weekend of January 3 – 5
was a chilly one indeed with temps
below freezing overnight, but the heat
was definitely on during the TARS K4T
th
Special Event, celebrating the 475
anniversary of Hernando DeSoto’s first
winter encampment. Our first official 1by-1 callsign station, Many homestation-based operators took part as
well as an official TARS Get On The
Air station.
The TARS’s GOTA Station;
housed in Stan, K4SBZ’s, RV was an
adventure on a cold Saturday morning
at Myer’s Park.
Near two-dozen
operators and radio enthusiasts graced
the site to give a hand as an offsetdipole was “launched” into some high
trees, QSO’s were made and hot
coffee and donuts were served.
Sure, there were the standard setup problems; from poor propagation and fallen antennas ties to a broken Kenwood 590s, but we
got out there. And even better, a good number of visitors popped by; from old-time hams to inactive enthusiasts looking to re-kindle
their flames of radio interest – which was well worth our effort’s weight in gold.
Many operators did a fine job from Friday morning to Sunday evening from the comfort of their own shack, and many racked up the
score! So with 443 total confirmed contacts, here are the scores by some of the K4T operators: Everett, N4CXI nabbed (4), and Jack
KC4EMS (our car guy) with (5), Don KK4SIH (10), Art VE4AHH/W4 (16), Robert W4MMW (21), Art W1FJI (24), John KK4BOB (34),
“Chief” KA5USN (35), Tom K4TB (55), Tom AK4AHN (55), Stan K4SBZ (76) and Jerry N4JL (88). And additional 20 ‘K4T’ contacts
were brought in by the GOTA station, which was good considering conditions and equipment issues. As verification reports come in,
official K4T Certificates and QSL cards, printed by Gerry WA6POZ will be mailed out.
Was the K4T event a worthwhile effort?
We all think so! Aside from Field Day, TARS
members were able to ‘play radio’ together and
we were able to practice our emergency
communications skills – which by the way would
consist of such a similar setup if disaster strikes.
The purpose of the event mainly was to allow
TARS to gain experience and practice in
operating. Future operations and events are
definitely in consideration as each one serves
as an invaluable opportunity to work out the
kinks in such situations as well as serve the
club’s role as a gathering place to bring our
local hams together.
A Special ‘thanks’ is given by TARS to all
those that operated and assisted in the K4T
Special Event effort! Let’s get ready for Field
Day and start thinking about future events.
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- By Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
Do you remember the great newsletter article about….? Over the years there have been many great newsletter articles written. I
know, because I wrote several of them (modest grin). Actually, there have been quite a few authors of the articles that appear monthly
in The Printed Circuit. But what happens to the articles after a month or so? Could you find the fine article that your newsletter editor,
Mike, K4ICY, wrote about “Antenna Techniques: A Wire Antenna Halyard Knot?” Or “N1MM Logging Software,” by Phil Ashler, N4IPH?
So, a few months ago, while on an extended visit at my in-laws with no radio in sight, I scanned through the old issues of the
newsletters and made an index of the articles that have been written. For some reason, no one seemed to have many thoughts about
anything (or was willing to share them) before 2012, so the index starts with January 2012. But we do now and have over two years of
fine articles covering topics including general operating, CW, digital, antennas, QSLs, ham radio resources, construction projects and
great history, and more. With the growth of the club and especially the recipient list, more folks have found interest in the newsletter –
which means great things for the future of TARS!
For easy access by everyone, the Index of Newsletter Articles has been added to the TARS website, www.K4TLH.net. There, you
will find a table of article titles grouped by subject category with a link to the newsletter containing the article. Each link will not only
specifically launch the appropriate newsletter PDF, but will bring you to the exact page.

A scan of this index reveals a wide variety of topics containing much valuable information. (Who knew that we had so much
knowledge and talent right here at home?) Used in conjunction with the Elmer’s Page, our website has become a good source for new
and existing hams to find answers to many questions regarding Amateur Radio.
Check it out today. It is (almost) as good as reading QST or CQ Magazine.

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com
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Hamified History

W1ZE - America’s Number 1 Amateur Radio Operator

Somewhere in the very early 1961 or 1962, I was fortunate to work W1ZE many times on 75 meter AM. He was a very interesting
ham to chat with. The following was written by Donna L. Halper in 1999 and for many years was posted on my web page. I hope you
will find it interesting. 73’s Art Marshall, W1FJI

W1ZE - America’s Number 1 Amateur Radio Operator

by Donna L. Halper dlh@donnahalper.com

Donna is a Boston-based historian and radio consultant. She is the author of many book-length studies devoted to
the history of American broadcasting and radio and has a prestigious collegiate resume. Please visit her site
devoted to radio history: http://donnahalper.com/ also: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donna_Halper

If you were alive during the formative years of amateur radio, you knew Irv Vermilya. From the time he was 12 and since he
travelled to hear Marconi speak, ham radio was his first love, and he was a life-long ambassador for it.
Born in June of 1890, he grew up in Mt. Vernon, New York, where he built his first rather primitive radio set (as Irv recalls, it looked
strange, but it worked) in December of 1901, after his trip to see Marconi. Other more advanced (and more professional-looking) sets
followed, and his dedication to wireless increased. His spark transmissions were so frequently heard that he was offered jobs on ships
that needed a wireless operator. He became a member of the newly formed Radio Club of America in 1911, using the calls VN. (Later,
he would use 1HAA, but he was best known as W1-ZE.)
In late 1912, the government began to require that all wireless operators be licensed. Irv hurried to the Brooklyn Navy Yard to take
the test, and was given Certificate of Skill #1. For the rest of his life, he would be known as “America's Number 1 Amateur” – which he
truly was.
Irv Vermilya's involvement with radio continued; at the age of 16, he did in fact go to sea as a wireless operator; a few years later,
he was given the important job of running the Marconi Wireless Station (station WCC) on Cape Cod, Mass. (Friends of his recall that
many years later, he still loved to tell about how noisy the station was – with its 35 kW rotary spark gap...)
During World War I, he served in the Navy, and
then returned to Massachusetts to run the RCA
wireless station at Marion.
His engineering and
wireless skills brought him into contact with such
legendary figures as David Sarnoff, Lee DeForest, and
Edwin Howard Armstrong, and his technical skills
earned him the praise of the radio editor of the Boston
Post who referred to him as an "expert sending
operator." The editor noted that Irv Vermilya was "one
of New England's best known Amateurs, and one of
the few... who were able to reach a European station
during the recently held Amateur tests." (Boston Post,
14 May 1922, p. 13)
By 1921, professional radio stations were
springing up, and Irv was interested in this new
technology too. Using his newly acquired license for a
land station, 1ZE, he began doing radio broadcasts to
entertain his neighbors in and around New Bedford
and upper Cape Cod. His work came to the immediate
attention of the Slocum and Kilburn Company, which was planning to open a station at their mill (the mill was similar to what we would
call a "general store," since it also sold electrical equipment, tools, and building supplies; the station would be located in the radio
department.) They hired Irv to build it and run it, and the station went on the air officially in mid-1922 as WDAU. (It still exists, although
today, it is known as WNBH – the initials stand for New Bedford Hotel, where its studios once were located.)
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When financial problems beset Slocum and Kilburn in late 1923, Irv acquired the station and moved it to his house (imagine his
wife's surprise) in early 1924, where he operated it under the call letters WBBG ("The Voice from Cape Cod") until mid-1925. His was
one of many small stations that suffered when ASCAP required all stations, no matter what their size, to pay large fees to play ASCAP
music; such fees almost drove Irv's little station off the air, but it made him even more determined to find some financial backers so that
he could keep the station operating.
He was finally able, with a business partner, to move his radio station back to New Bedford, requesting the aforementioned WNBH
call letters. It was common in radio's early days for stations to have studios at hotels, since this provided a studio audience as well as a
house dance band, and it certainly gave WNBH a good community image to have the hotel as its location. Irv continued to play a major
role in WNBH's operation, serving as its General Manager, as well as helping to hire the talent and getting the station publicity. His
ability as an engineer was well-known, and he frequently kept the station up and running during winter storms or other weather-related
problems. In May of 1934, he sold WNBH to the owners of the New Bedford Standard-Times newspaper, but he continued to work
there, first as station manager and later as the chief engineer until he retired in 1955.
While Irv Vermilya's career in professional radio earned him considerable praise, he never stopped being involved with ham radio.
In 1921, he was named the New England Manager of the ARRL. He was the mentor to Eunice Randall, the district's first woman
amateur, and at a time when women were not expected to know anything about radio, Irv was totally supportive of Eunice and
encouraged other men to give her a chance – Irv and Eunice were friends for many years, attending each other's weddings,
participating in various conventions together, and of course, keeping in touch via their ham radio.
Irv wrote columns on ham radio for QST and for various newspapers, and won virtually every award a ham could win – it was
impossible to read any magazine about ham radio without seeing another country or continent that W1-ZE had received or been
received by. (In the early 1920s, amateur 'tests' were often held to see how far a transmission could go, and Irv was one of the few
whose messages were received as far away as Europe...) And as you might expect, he also put a mobile transmitter in his car, and in
the early 1930s, he set up the first police radio station for the New Bedford Police department. In fact, whenever he could put his radio
skills to a positive use, Irv was right there to volunteer, whether it was relaying messages during a hurricane or attracting some publicity
for ham radio by engaging in a "foot-sending" contest with Eunice Randall (Eunice usually won...). Years later, he was one of the
founding members of the Old Old Timers Club, and served on its board. He was also the first American citizen ever given a permit to
operate his mobile station in Canada.

I would like to tell you that such
a distinguished career and such a
highly respected man lived to a ripe
old age, but not every story has a
Hollywood ending. Depressed by
the death of his wife, in failing health,
and perhaps feeling the industry he
loved so much no longer had a place
for him, in late January 1964, Irv
Vermilya committed suicide.
His
death came as a shock to the many
people who had admired him; even
the New Bedford Standard-Times
editorialized about what a fine
human being he was, and how much
he had contributed to broadcasting.
Irv Vermilya elevated the status of Amateur Radio, and was an able spokesperson and emissary, whose outgoing personality made
friends wherever he went. If it were not for him, New Bedford and large parts of Cape Cod would not have had radio for a very long
time, and thousands of people who met him via ham radio would not have known what fun this hobby could be. Perhaps he never
invented something major the way Marconi did, perhaps his name is not as famous as Sarnoff's, but it is radio's early pioneers who
paved the way for the fledgling industry to grow and succeed. Irv Vermilya was definitely American's #1 Amateur, and he deserves our
thanks for his dedication and his many years of service.

Submitted with permission from Donna L. Halper dlh@donnahalper.com by
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- By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

I mentioned last month that one of my New Year’s Resolutions was to try and get my ham stuff organized. While shuffling through
some old papers in the “shack,” I came across some old photos I took during TARS activities in the mid 1980’s. Looking carefully, I
tried to remember some of the names and callsigns of the hams and wondered how many of them were still around today.
If you were a member of TARS in the late 1960’s or 70’s, George Thurston, W4MLE, is probably a name and call you’ll never
forget. George was a very active ham in Tallahassee and also wrote newspaper stories on the political “wheeling and dealings” in the
State Capitol. In his later years he limited his writings to Amateur Radio and the local fishing forecasts. If I remember correctly, he was
responsible for the first ARRL Emergency Operating guide.

I can remember the first time I made contact with George. I wanted
information on the local Radio Club and gave him a phone call at home around
8:00 p.m. one Friday night. The following almost killed my desire to get into Ham
Radio! George said that “I should have picked a better time to call him!! ...he had
gone to bed early so he could get up early to go fishing!” After he calmed down
he spent about twenty minutes giving me the necessary information about the
radio club and a little about his vast history and experiences in Amateur Radio. I
later assisted him with a number of local events, staying up all night during
hurricane nets while he was EC of Leon County. If my memory is correct I believe
that George wrote the first Radio Amateurs Operating Manual for the ARRL.
(The photo of George was found in the Florida Photographic Collection.)

Looking over a few more pictures I found several of John Hills, KC4N, and his wife Myra, AA4TI, at one of
our Field Days. John conducted the Amateur Radio licensing classes for years and they were both active in a
number of local events. I can remember John checking to see if I had taken time to work on upgrading my
license and if I was planning on taking his General licensing class in the near future. John was always just a
phone call away if I had any questions while I was studying for my General ticket. I think I can give credit to
John and to Ed Palagyi, KN4Y, for giving me the encouragement to upgrade. Also to Bill Messervy, WD4PMW,
for pushing a number of us to get our 13 & 20 wpm code speed up by running the Morse Code nets several
nights a week on 10 meters. Both Ed and Bill would ask each one on the net a question and expect us to send
an answer back as quickly as possible - if not you would hear a series of question marks! (??? ..--..)
Back then you really appreciated the “Elmering” program. You had to really know the
material not just memorize the question pools to pass the FCC Exams. Later on in the early
1980’s the current VEC program was established and we were able to take the Amateur
licensing exams locally. John, Ed and Bill were some of the first VE’s in Tallahassee.
In the late 1970's and early 1980's Alan, N4KGT, and Stan, N4KGS, (SK) worked for the
Traffic Control section of the City of Tallahassee. Back then not many of us had “cellphones" and it was difficult for anyone to report traffic accidents or problems with traffic
signals unless they visited a pay-phone. Alan and Stan had a 2 meter transceiver in their
office at City Hall and were just a "mic button’s push away."
I can remember hearing a number of calls made to them during the drive times to and from work. I
think I may have made a few calls myself. A minute or so later we would get an call on the radio
from one of them saying: "the problem has been reported."
Even back in the early 1980’s we were a very active organization. Field Day was held at a
variety of locations including the Tallahassee Jr. Museum and many of the local parks. We had a
Springtime Tallahassee HF Station set up on the north-west corner of the Capitol Complex using a
short dipole antenna. N4KGT was actually operating 2 meters from inside the Old Capitol! (pretty
sure you can’t do that today!) Most of the equipment was fairly bulky and a variety of antennas were
usually necessary. Logs were usually done on paper and several hours were spent after the event
counting up the results for our final score.
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I can remember one year we had a computer logging system using Commodore 64’s and somehow in the middle of the night the
extension cord was knocked out of the receptacle and all the data was lost. Luckily we had the original paper logs to re-enter the data!

We usually had a weekly breakfast at Julies on North Monroe street where we discussed the recent DX we worked or made plans
for an upcoming event. A lot of things have changed in the past 30 years! You’re not required to learn any Morse Code to upgrade for
one. We now have 100% solid-state digital all-band / all-mode rigs that fit in the dash of our cars and we have a variety of auto-tuners
that can get us on just about any band in the blink of an eye.
We have logging systems
that can link all of our event
stations together wirelessly
and with just a few
commands generate final
scores, submitting reports
via the internet to League
headquarters
without
a
single pencil stroke or
stamp! We can type in the
callsign of any distant
operator and in an instant
have his name, location,
photo, operating class and
other station information and
with just a few key strokes
log them too.
Some of our friends of
old have passed on as well
as many of the ways
Amateur Radio operators did
things, but at least one thing
hasn’t changed, and that’s
the spirit of camaraderie,
fun, learning and excitement
that the hobby still provides
today.

What is Ham Radio going to be like in Tallahassee 30 years from now? I think I’ll let another ham write about that for the February
2044 TARS Newsletter?

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net
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An Article From The Freezer by Mike Maynard, K4ICY

Ham Radio – By Its Resourceful Nature – Can Be Enjoyable Even In The Face of Adversity
It Was Nature’s Fault It was a cold winter’s night and I wanted to get on HF to do a little CW – when lo and behold; the SWR was
through the roof! My MFJ-993B auto-tuner was giving me a fit, and I thought; surely the antenna must be un-plugged. But no, it was
connected. Why just a few weeks earlier I tried in failure to check into a local net because my 2-meter j-pole antenna was laying on the
ground… squirrels! – The bane of my ham radio existence, the ‘Bumpus Hounds’ of my holiday turkey regalia. Those “tree-rodents”
have taken down many an antenna in my yard. But my dipole was still in the tree, so perhaps there was a different issue; maybe water
inundation in the feed-line line… None the less, I was down on HF and taking out the “big gun” (tennis ball cannon) to launch a new
antenna into the pine tree was not an immediate option.
Why “Go-Kits” Are Great - Now, knowing that K4ICY would be thinking with his “EmComm” cap, one would assume that he would
just grab his Go-Kit bag, reach in and pull out an emergency dipole along with 50 feet of coax… you would be right to think that, but…
the antenna already in the tree IS my emergency Go-Kit antenna. Yeah, I know. But here’s the real value of a Go-Kit; when a ham
packs; for, not only redundancy in mind, but for utility - when old Murphy pays you a visit, maybe you’ll have enough combinations of
something, whether it be connectors, or radios to make things work – and for the message to get through.
All Hams Should Homebrew “Homebrewing,” or “DIY” has been an integral part of Ham Radio since its inception – Essentially;
Ham radio, at one time, were homebrewed. There were no radios that could be bought at stores. Many hams these days, in an age of
instant online gratification and abundant Chinese manufacturing, could be considered “appliance users;” who buy it, use it, break it, and
throw it away. The late Jean Shepherd, W9QWN, (author of A Christmas Story) said it himself; “I don’t know if there is any excitement
greater… then getting on the air for the first time with a transmitter you built yourself.” Then again, in the same story he talked about
homebrew projects not working as he stated that “hang-ups can devour you,” and that “downward modulation and parasitics… can
make you feel like you failed as a man!” But let me tell you, forget about the possible pitfalls, nothing else does bring more satisfaction
then getting on the air with a transmitter you built yourself, especially with the knowledge that you personally manipulated each
component – I can testify of that. Building radio equipment yourself, whether from kit or scratch, should be a rite of passage for each
ham in my opinion – it is also a hallmark of the spirit of the hobby.
“10 watts is plenty of power to have all kinds of fun!” I can credit Ted Zateslo, W1XO, for this profound statement.
QRP, which is CW operator’s parlance for “using low power,” is a
growing aspect of Amateur Radio, and generally it means to use 5
watts or less. But why would any ham want to use ‘flea’ power to
operate? Well for one, the FCC mandates that the “lowest power
level needed for communications should be used” (or something
like that,) but you would be surprised by how far just a few watts
can get you – and many hams these days never consider this.
Yes, there are times when a better contact can be established
with more power, but have you ever talked to a fly-fisherman?
Especially one that has come back from a mountain stream
holding a large rainbow trout he caught using a home-made lure!
It’s just like getting on the air with a homebrew radio – doing “less
with more” in our hobby comes with a certain visceral primal
outdoors-man feeling of accomplishment with it. Next time you
find yourself getting into the local repeater just fine with that
Chinese HT, consider turning the output power down as low as
you can get it without sounding too rough to the other operator.
Get the Picture? Why profess the virtues of building tiny-powered radios out of scrap parts? Because silly – This is what hams
do? It’s in our Part 97 mandates to continue our own education, to increase our technical knowledge. Is that a ‘smartphone’ in your
hand? NO – it’s an HT ‘ham radio’! Are you on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram all day?… well some of you are (and you should be
ashamed) NO – you’re on a great local net - you’re on HF! Hams love to tinker with things. We love to wonder just how far our homemade signals are getting out… not online for $160 a month, but through the real either of the ionosphere for next to nothing!
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So What Did I Do? - That was easy: I took stock in what I had to work with. I had a couple of working HF rigs, each could be set to 5
watts, or less, of RF output. I also had a portable QRP station that I built from parts! But the QRP rig was only made for 40 meters
CW. I wanted to get on 10 meters among other bands and modes. My QRP setup does have a small mini-tuner and a spool of wire
which usually serves as my portable random-wire antenna where I’m able to run my QRP rig, at say; a picnic table at a local park.
So with that, I enlisted the use of my kitchen table the other
night, and started off with my Yaesu 857-D, then I hauled in an
old marine battery – it’s used up, but could power a tiny rig for a
while. The antenna was the tricky part. Could I use it for 10
meters? I strung out a 60’ line of stranded wire for the antenna,
and laid a 20’ length on the ground for a counterpoise. Should I
use my MFJ tuner, I thought? No, why not try the little Elecraft
T1 auto-tuner I built from a kit – it’s powered by a 9-volt battery!
To tell you the truth, I wouldn’t recommend this kit for
pleasurable building to anyone; It had like two-dozen sub-mini
relays, half a dozen toroids to wind, and a giant chip from the
1980’s that didn’t fit too well – but man, did it work! It tuned up
this makeshift antenna on any band I wanted. So on this chilly
night, with some hot herbal tea, I had myself a nice one-hour
CW QSO on 10 meters, then an hour phone QSO with a local
friend on 80. To top it off, I made a contact with only 10 watts to
a woman in Oklahoma – with ‘armchair’ copy! By the way, did I
mention that it doesn’t take much sometimes to get out there?
There are some QRP ops that tout “1000 miles per watt.”
This little setup was a very small achievement in-deed, but more so just a fun exercise. You see, the underlying spirit of Amateur
Radio is resourcefulness, make-do, and perseverance in the face of adversity – and all your skills within the hobby can be scaled; from
the very small (QRPp,) such as a fun activity, to the very large (QRO,) such as serving as an emergency communicator in the wake of a
natural disaster. But I leave you with this: your “ticket” has meaning behind it. It’s not a right, it’s a privilege. Don’t be afraid to use
your privileges to their most honest extent - learn electronics, build something from scratch or a kit, try some new mode, or work on
upgrading that license. The feeling of accomplishment can override any worry, and you’ll be glad you did.

73! Mike Maynard, K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – January 9th, 2014

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP

The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on Thursday, January 9, 2014.
CALL to ORDER at 7:10 p.m.
President Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, opened the meeting welcoming the 42 members in attendance.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Jack Hanbury, KC4EMS, a TARS member and ACA certified Senior Master Judge.

GUEST SPEAKER: Though not ham radio related, Jack Hanbury, KC4EMS, gave a presentation covering various types and classes
of classic automobiles, the items judges look and the various venues where the competitions take place. He showed photos of various
automobiles including types such as; antique, street rods and modified / customs. There are various types of judging also. For instance
one system starts all cars at 1000 points. From there points are deducted depending on the condition of the engine, undercarriage etc.
Other systems start on 400 or 100 points. Jack talked about how some cars, even though unbelievably unique, are still right from the
factory. Jack also talked about some of the venues, like Amelia Island, and the presentation – people dress in the type of clothing that
would have been worn when their car was made.

BUSINESS:
Repeaters: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, discussed some issues with the TV-40 site. The engineer wants the site brought up to electrical
code which may require upwards of $700. The club voted to approve the motion to have the work done. Also, the 147.000 repeater is
in the works to be put on a 1000’ tower – nearly all elements of it kindly donated.
Treasurer’s Report: Nick Adams, W4EAF; There is $801 in the checking account and $1091 in the savings account.
Education: A Technician licensing class will take place at the end of February or beginning of March.
th

Testing: A testing session will take place February 4 at 7:00 at the Red Cross.
Equipment: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, bought one of the two antenna analyzers, which he has had custody of for several years for $150.
Open Discussion:
•
•
•

Gerry Gross talked briefly about CQ100 net and “Ham Sphere.” They are a virtual for-pay internet services that allows you to
communicate without even being a licensed radio operator, of course they are not using actual radio.
Sal Martocci, K4YFW, discussed an upcoming training event at the airport. He would like volunteers to staff the radio room at
the Red Cross as well as several other volunteers.
th
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, talked about the special event to celebrate the 450 anniversary of the first Christmas in the US.
nd

New Business: The Tallahassee Marathon is coming up on February 2 . Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, is taking signups.
Open House: A TARS GOTA station will be set up at the Mag-Lab on the 22

nd

of February - Contact Chief, KA5USN, for more info.

ARRL Field Day 2014: Will not be held at the church this year. More discussion will take place at future meetings.
Website: The club is looking for a new server or host for the website. Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, has more information.
Club Dues: The club voted to table a motion to raise the dues to $20 per year starting January 2015.

Adjournment at 8:14 p.m.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for January 2014

Submitted by Nick Adams, W4EAF – TARS Treasurer

Beginning Balances - December 18, 2013
Checking Account:

1 Members renewed or joined since last report.
801.44

•

3 Individuals

Savings Account:

$

1,091.37

•

0 Family memberships

Total:

$ 1,892.81

•

0 Students

Summary of Month’s Activities:
Treasurer’s Notes:
Total receipts for the month:

$ 1,139.00

Total Expenses for the month:

151.05

Receipts Derived From:

•

Thanks for the 2014 renewals already received.

•

Please fill out an info blank to assist in the
membership list (located at the back of every

Donations:

newsletter or from the treasurer at a meeting),

TOSROV Donation

$ 250.00

Spaghetti 100 Donation

$ 200.00

Members (Anonymous)

$ 137.00

Member Dues:

$ 385.00

50/50 Raffle:

$

even if your info is unchanged.

17.00

Equipment Sale:

$ 150.00

Savings Interest:

$

MFJ Antenna Analyzer (K4SBZ)

.14

Expenditures:
Talquin Electric:

$ 40.32

Monthly Electric-Wakulla County Repeater

Havana Publishing Co.:

$ 47.30

Membership Cards

Allen Trophy & Awards:

$ 51.60

Larry Pushor Award Plaque

Outstanding Expenses:

$ 700.00

Electrical Rewire for .03 Repeater Site

$ 124.00

P. O. Box Rent for 2014

$ 61.25

State Corporate Filing 2014

Ending Balances – January 17, 2014
Checking Account:

$ 1,789.39

Savings Account:

$ 1,091.51

Total:

$ 1,886.44
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The Trading Post

Equipment and Services

CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen
printed, or applied in vinyl :

Items for Sale by Paul Nostrand, W4HVD
•
•

•

•

2-meter commercial coaxial antenna with coax
and two 10ft. 1-1/2 inch aluminum sections $25
ICOM-28A/E 2-meter FM transceiver, 25 watts
high and 5 watts low power. 21 memory
channels, microphone, AC-to-10 amp DC power
supply, mag mount, mobile antenna, and
instruction manual.
All for only $125
Yaesu MH-1B8 mobile microphone with up/down
switches and 2-position tone switch
w/8 pin connector $7
Lots of electronic parts, jumpers, etc…
FREE or Cheap! Stop by and have a look!

Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by
Design Locally owned and operated.
n4dog@comcast.net Phone: 850-391-4967
www.stitchingbydesign.net

Items for Sale by Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

•

The IC-80AD provides 144/440 mHz dual
band operation (one band at a time) with
D*STAR capabilities. It has a total of 1052
memory channels. An a/c charger, extra
battery, original manual and the CS-80/880
download cloning software are included. $300.

If interested – contact Paul, W4HVD at:
850-893-4309
Item for Sale by Art Marshall, W1FJI
•

IC-80AD Dual Band D*STAR HT

Yaesu FT-8800R Dual-Band 2m/440 transceiver
with mic, manual, mobile bracket, power cord,
data cable (PC to KPC3+,) programing cable, Mag
Mount with a ¼ wave dual band antenna.
BARELY USED!!!!
Radio has been sitting on the operating bench for
2 years and has not really been used at all.
•

Only $300
A great deal for all these accessories!

Lets you tune any antenna rapidly: balanced,
unbalanced,
or
single-wire.
Has
SWR/wattmeter, antenna switch for two
antennas and a 4:1 current balun for balanced
lines. Provides automatic tuning with more
than 20,000 non-volatile memories. Covers 1.8
to 30 mHz. Rated at 300/150 watts. A few
scratches. Original manual. $195.

If interested - contact Art at: W1FJI55@centurylink.net

Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS
If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate
to TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net

•
•
•
•
•

MFJ-993B IntelliTuner Automatic Antenna
Tuner

MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Stan, K4SBZ)
MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Doug,
KD4MOJ)
MFJ-949C VersaTuner II - antenna tuner
(with John, KK4BOB)
SB-220 amplifier (with Gary, KA3FZO)
Gin-Pole (with Garu, KA3FZO)
If interested – contact Stan at:
K4SBZ.stan@gmail.com
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Item for Sale by Junior Lolley, kg4itd
•

IC-T90A VHF
Transceiver

/

UHF

Multiband

FM

Surprisingly Compact, Full Featured
Tri-Bander with Wideband Receiver
6m / 2m / 440 mHz HT-Transceiver
Wideband receiver with scanning –
495kHz to 999.990MHz in AM, FM,
and WFM modes.
Dynamic Memory Scan bank scanning
With 555 alphanumeric memory channels,
including 50 band edges and 5 call
channels. Lithium-Ion battery. 5 watts
output typical. Water-resistant aluminum
die-cast case and chassis. Backlit LCD
and keypad. Detachable (SMA) antenna.
DTCS and CTCSS tone squelch, Weather
alert scan, and etc.

ONLY $150 !!!!

If interested - contact Alan Torledsky, W1ABT at: torledsky@msn.com

Item for Sale by Mike Matthews, KI4AGD
•

--- If interested please call Mike on his cell at: 850-544-8338

ICOM IC-706 HF/VHF (6m/2m) Transceiver
Great mobile radio! - 100W 160m to 10m, 100W 6m, 10W 2m, General receiver coverage up to 200MHz
Modes: USB/LSB, CW, CW reverse, RTTY (FSK), AM, NBFM and wide (broadcast) FM.
Includes separation kit. Asking only $450.00 – A deal for HF!

If you have personal amateur radio items that you would like to sell or need, we will publish short requests in the newsletter, subject to editorial review.
Please send your requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at k4icy@arrl.net by the 20th of the month. Remember: When considering
or discussing items or services for sale or swap on the air, please adhere to all FCC Part 97 – No Pecuniary Gain – mandates.
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The Printed Circuit

TARS Newsletter Resources

Good News: The TARS Newsletter is good for the
environment because it’s published electronically!
Bad News: Electronic publications cannot be used to line
the litter-box. …and no ‘cat’ news either – what gives?
At a step slightly above kitty-litter, The Printed Circuit is your source for
TARS news and all things Amateur Radio.
Readers are encouraged to submit items of interest such as articles,
commentary and photos for publication, especially station photos - even
public service announcements are welcome… The Printed Circuit is sent
to well over 300 email recipients, so why not use this publication to share
th
your hobby? The deadline for publication is the 20 of the month. Allow
for one week prior to publication for corrections or additions. All submitted
material becomes property of the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc.
and content is subject to approval and may be edited.
E-mail Addresses
Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail
addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com
. or Mike Maynard, K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you
wish to no longer receive the newsletter and would like to have your address
removed. Payment of TARS dues is not a requirement to receive this freefor-all publication.
Visit Facebook.com/K4TLH for alternative
communication.
Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not representative of, or ultimately responsible for the views or opinions of the whole organization,
and such views and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s). The Printed Circuit is Not For Profit, intended for
educational and public distribution. All content subject to copyright by the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc.
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as
information about Our Neighbors, Local Nets or Repeaters, please forward that information to us at TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or
Mike Maynard K4ICY (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion in future newsletters. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until
the following month’s edition.
The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS? Send them on in! The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you.
Also, we could sure use more (up to date) photos of friends and faces from any recent ham radio gathering, meeting or event. To some
hams in our area, The Printed Circuit is the only way they are able to connect with TARS and the ‘goings on’.
All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2013 the Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Your Live TARS Bulletin Board
Did you know that TARS was on Facebook? Anywhere in the world and at any time you can
get current news and information for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society and the area Amateur
Radio community. Pass timely information between your radio Facebook peers and take a more
active role in the affairs of the club. Most of all – you don’t have to wait for the newsletter to come
out before seeing timely news and great photographs. Feel free to log in and post your comments
(and LIKE’s) today!

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH
To add your own bulletins, pics and Amateur Radio news of interest – please email:
Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com or Mike, K4ICY, at: k4icy@arrl.net
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Leon ARES

Be Prepared with the Leon County Amateur Radio Emergency Service

Visit the Leon ARES Wiki for the Updated Emergency Communications Plan
The Leon ARES Emergency Communications Plan outlines procedure, logistics, resources and basic strategy for
ARES officials and Amateur Radio volunteers in our county and surrounding area when our served agencies require
communications assistance. Of particular interest are the included ARES-used repeater frequencies, phone numbers and
email listings for ARES officials and served agencies. Used only as a guideline, it is subject to the conditions of the North
Florida ARES Plan, agency MOU’s and State of Florida Emergency Management protocol. The beauty of this update
version of the “Leon Plan” is that it’s an electronic PDF document and can be updated on a continual basis!
Updates will be available on the Leon County ARES Wiki site and through appropriate releases via the Leon ARES
email list. For enquiries please contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com, or one of the Leon AEC’s.

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – Back on the “0-30”
Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST NOW BACK ON THE 147.030 K4TLH
repeater (+.600, tone 94.8). This net is OPEN TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first.
This net focuses on the current issues pertinent to Leon County as well as the Capital Area
District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest, particularly EmComm related. Though,
this is a directed net, there is a casual atmosphere geared to foster a spirit of collaboration.
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually net control. See you Tuesday night!

Leon County ARES Wiki
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’
internet site. The wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public.
Information contained within the wiki can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators. Find
information on everything from repeater lists and served agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for
disaster and emergency communication! You can also find the current Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as
well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at: http://www.leoncountyares.org
To join in, just submit your call sign as your log-In and create a password.

Are you interested in ‘EmComm’? Would you like to use your talents and radio skills to assist Leon
county agencies like LCSO, ARC, and local hospitals when disaster strikes? Consider the rewards of helping save the
day… Become an ARES volunteer!
To learn more or to volunteer, contact one of the Leon AEC’s or contact Alan Torledsky (EC) at torledsky@msn.com
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Wednesdays at 8:30 P.M. ON 28.114 Mhz CW

TELEGRAPHERS DO IT WITH PADDLES!
Join the CW Practice Net – Tune-In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 on 28.114 CW
The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering running on the Straight Key Century Club’s (SKCC) calling
frequency of 28.114 Mhz in the 10-meter band. Catch folks trying out ‘SLOW CW’ at 5-15 WPM on WEDNESDAY
evenings at 8:30-9:30 PM. Tuesdays and Thursday are great too, and Art, W1FJI, or Mike, K4ICY, will often be monitoring
those nights at the same time. The floor is open and informal so just send your call – no matter how slow! Though
we are using the SKCC calling frequency, feel free to try a paddle, bug, key, MacGyver Style (two wires and a paperclip)
or whatever it takes to get on. While you’re on, learn a thing or two about how to send bad code really “GUD”! HI HI…
CUL, GL ES 73! (See You Later, Good Luck and Best Regards!)
•

•
•
•

•

The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band)
If QRM, QSY up to 28.120, If an SKCC
member is calling – trade numbers!
The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm)
Nights: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Mode: CW, Speed: 15 WPM and Below
Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater

Resource Links

Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC, many
hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW. All they may
need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ where they don’t have to worry about speed
and accuracy – a place to learn those things through experience and
practice. And learn how to QSO too! Don’t be afraid to dip your toes
in the water – Elmers are here to help you learn to swim.

Internet Links of Interest to Hams

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home
Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net

Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com

Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

Podcasts

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
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Regional Clubs & Organizations
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Morningside Methodist Church, 2007 Smith

Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

South West GA ARES Net – 9 pm every Thursday night, 145.170 Repeater, - offset, 141.3 PL tone.
Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

THE STATE OF FLORIDA IS NOW ON THE AIR – WITH THE SARNet LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM
The “SARNet,” or Statewide Amateur Radio Network, is a new linked repeater system positioned throughout greater Florida
utilizing the hardened, virtually stormproof and self-sustaining microwave communications infrastructure of the state DOT. Seven
Amateur Radio repeater sites are already on-line and in operation with another six sites proposed or in the construction process!
Tampa (442.850/146.2pl)
and Cocoa Beach
(444.650/107.3pl) are
now online to serve the
Amateur Radio
community throughout
Florida. Any and all
hams are encouraged to
use the network!
In our area, just use the
Tallahassee
(442.100/94.8pl)
repeater. The Madison
(444.200/94.8) will soon
be on-line. As this is a
“linked” system, each
ham must take extra
consideration and
expected courtesy in
operation as this is
essentially a super-sized
repeater including many
populated areas of
Florida. Each tower
must be given a few
seconds to identify.
For frequencies and
locations, note this map
or see the Repeater List
on the following page.
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Repeaters

Capital Area Region

Backup
Power

Digital
Mode

Output
Freq

Location

County

Call Sign

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

No

145.450 -

94.8

300

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

Yes

444.450 +

94.8

400

Greensboro

Gadsden

K4GFD

Unk

147.390 +

94.8

300

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Unk

145.430 -

94.8

Unk

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Yes

147.165+

94.8

250

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

146.910 -

94.8

375

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

350

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

600

P-25

PL

Aux or Remote Site

Height

Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARNet) links with:
Aspalaga 444.975 / 94.8
Madison 444.300 / 94.8
Lake City 444.900 / 110.9
Gainesville 444.925 / 123.0 ocs
Yulee 442.900 / 127.3
Jacksonville 444.200 / 127.3
Flagler 443.150 (TBD)
Orlando 442.875 / DCS 411
Cocoa Beach 444.650 / 107.2
Tampa 442.850 FB2 / 146.2
Stuart FB2 (TBD)
Ft. Lauderdale 442.850 / 110.9
[Gray = Proposed / To Be Constr.]

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

275

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC
(200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

TMH (200)

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Reno

Georgia

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

575

Host of Echolink Node #3950

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).
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Regional Nets

North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open)
Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)
Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
SKYWARN NET (See below)

Daily • 9:00 AM EST

3950 kHz

except Sunday

Sunday • 7:30 PM EST
Sunday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Daily • 6:55 AM EST
Daily • Noon EST
Daily • 7:30 PM EST
Thursday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM EST
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST
Third Thursday
7:30 PM EST

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
+ 600, 94.8

147.030 MHz, K4TLH
146.655 MHz, AE4S
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)

(or after GA SSB Net)

First Sunday
7:30 PM EST

WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours)
EST. The net starts at 3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade
R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues
there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz repeater, the weekly Capital Area
ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us
to provide a retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief
seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an
ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your emergency-ready HF station.

th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events of Interest • Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ

Contest and QSO Parties

01
01
01
01
01
02
07
08
08
08
08
09
12
15
21
22
23

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

0000Z – 2400Z, Feb 2
0001Z - 2359Z, Feb 2
1400Z - 2400Z
1600Z - 0400Z, Feb 2
1700Z - 2359Z, Feb 2
0000Z - 0400Z, Feb 2
0230Z - 0300Z
0000Z - 2400Z, Feb 9
0000Z - 2359Z, Feb 9
1600Z - 2200Z, Feb 9
1700Z - 2100Z
1400Z - 0800Z, Feb 10
0130Z - 0330Z
0000Z - 2400Z, Feb 16
2200Z - 2200Z, Feb 23
1800Z - 0559Z, Feb 23
1500Z - 0059Z, Feb 24

Vermont QSO Party
10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB
Minnesota QSO Party
British Columbia QSO Party
Delaware QSO Party
North American Sprint, CW
NCCC Sprint Ladder (also 14, 21)

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest
YL-ISSB QSO Party, CW
New Hampshire QSO Party
FISTS Winter Sprint
Classic Exchange, Phone

http://www.ranv.org/vtqso.html
http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSO%20Party%20Rules.pdf
http://www.w0aa.org/docs/mnqp/MNQP%20Contest%20Rules.pdf

http://www.orcadxcc.org/bcqp_rules.html
http://www.fsarc.org/qsoparty/qsohome.htm
http://ncj.arrl.org/Sprint-Rules.pdf
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.cqwpxrtty.com/rules.htm
http://www.ylsystem.org/qsoparty/qsodates.htm
http://www.w1wqm.org/nhqso/NEW_HAMPSHIRE_QSO_PARTY_RULES.pdf

http://www.fists.org/operating.html#sprints
http://www.classicexchange.org/jan14ann.html
NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint
http://naqcc.info/sprint201412mw.html
ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB
http://www.cq160.com/rules.htm
North American QSO Party, RTTY http://www.ncjweb.com/naqprules.php
North Carolina QSO Party
http://rars.org/ncqsoparty/index.php?id=rules

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source” QST & WA7BMW

Items in (parenthesis) are IOTA designations

DX
From

To

Prefix

Call

01-May 30-Apr ZS8
ZS8C, ZS8Z
01-Nov 31-Mar KC4
RI1ANR
01-Nov 31-May OD
OD5/EA1CYK
01-Nov 28-Feb YV0
YW0A (NA-020)
http://www.avesisland.info/
01-Dec 01-Feb KC4
RI1ANC
http://www.clublog.org/charts/?c=RI1ANC
01-Dec 28-Feb YV0
YW0A (NA-020)
http://www.avesisland.info/
31-Dec 23-Feb 9M2
9M2MRS (AS-015)
05-Jan ???
VP2M VP2MTK
08-Jan ???
P29
P29NO
20-Jan 02-Feb FG
TO8UFT
24-Jan 10-Feb FT5Z
FT5ZM
26-Jan 28-Feb XT
XT2AW
01-Feb 02-Feb OX
OX3LX
01-Feb 12-Feb S9
S9TF
01-Feb 31-Mar UA
R0000O
01-Feb 31-Mar ZL7
ZL3LF
02-Feb 13-Feb 5H
5H3AN, 5I0AM, 5I0DX, 5I0WL
03-Feb 10-Feb VK
VK5MAV/P (OC-139)
04-Feb 14-Feb V7
V73MW (OC-029)
05-Feb 17-Feb FR
TO7CC
05-Feb 11-Feb W
W1AW/4 (GA), W1AW/KH6 (HI)
06-Feb 09-Feb CN
5C2P
06-Feb 18-Feb HR
HR2/NO7B
06-Feb 18-Feb J3
J38XX
07-Feb 14-Feb YB
YB4IR/8 (OC-145)
08-Feb ???
FM
TO4YL
08-Feb 13-Feb I
IG9/OE3GEA (AF-019)
09-Feb 15-Feb FK
FK8RO/P (OC-033)
10-Feb 18-Feb 3B9
3B9/OE4AAC
+ more than 1 operator/call

From

To

Prefix

Call

10-Feb
11-Feb
11-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
12-Feb
13-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
17-Feb
18-Feb
19-Feb
19-Feb
20-Feb
20-Feb
20-Feb
21-Feb
21-Feb
22-Feb
22-Feb
23-Feb
24-Feb
24-Feb
24-Feb
25-Feb
26-Feb

17-Feb
16-Feb
25-Feb
24-Feb
18-Feb
19-Feb
20-Feb
16-Feb
02-Mar
16-Feb
04-Mar
16-Feb
16-Feb
???
16-Feb
02-Mar
23-Feb
26-Feb
24-Feb
25-Feb
06-Mar
10-Mar
21-Feb
26-Feb
23-Feb
08-Mar
16-Mar
24-Feb
07-Mar
03-Mar
22-Mar
16-Mar
04-Mar

J8
7P
7P8ID
YJ
N7OU, NE7D
8Q
8Q7KB (AS-013)
W
W1AW/6 (CA), W1AW/9 (WI)
ZF
WJ2O
YN
YN2NC
EA8
EF8USA
F
TM11WAP
GJ
GJ2A
I
II3CV
KP2
NP2P 18-009
P4
P40W N2MM 17-200
T6
T6RH
VP5
VP5S
XV
XV2BM
Antarctic Activity Week
FK
FK/K1HP
VP9
VP9/G7VJR
W
W1AW/4 (FL), W1AW/8 (MI)
FM
TO22C
J7
J7Y
W
K6PV/6 (NA-066)
CX
CW5F (SA-057)
LU
LU8DCH/D (SA-055)
PJ4
PJ4D
PJ7
PJ7AA
CE
3G7PM (SA-018)
A3
A35AX (OC-049 & 064)
FS
FS/KB8RJ, FS/WD8KUR
XU
XU7ACQ
5X
5X1XA
W
W1AW/0 (KS), W1AW/7 (WA)

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals. If you have not changed any information from last
year, merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your name and indicate your member type and
ARRL membership status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.

You need not be a licensed amateur radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio communications is
all that is required.
2014 Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are only $15 per individual or family – the
best deal in our area! Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members joining within 2014 pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months remaining
in the calendar year at $1.25 per month. Renewing members pay $15 dues, but may be reduced after June.
Remember – only paid-members may vote on any motions or for any officers during annual elections.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your check
with the additional information to the next monthly meeting of the Society and give it to the Treasurer, or mail
your check and this form to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127,
Tallahassee, FL, 32315.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are $39
annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online format.
Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned organization.
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