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The Next TARS Meeting - Thursday, June 5th
7:00 p.m. at the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross - 1115 Easterwood Drive
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society regularly holds its business meeting at 7:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of every month.

Talk-in is on the K4TLH repeater 147.030 (+.600, tone 94.8)
th

Join us Thursday – June 5 , at 7:00 p.m. at the American
Red Cross as we host Alex Lamers, meteorologist / general
forecaster with the National Weather Service in Tallahassee. Alex
will discuss predictions for the 2014 hurricane season, the
potentials for storm landfall and its implications for our area. Issues
concerning Amateur Radio involvement in storm-related emergency
communications will also be a hot topic, as well as a status on the
Tallahassee NWS Amateur station and the opportunities each of us
have to serve, both at the facility and in the field. TARS will also be
holding its annual officer elections and making the final push for
Field Day at Tom Brown Park – Don’t miss out… see you all there!

Upcoming Events

Please Visit K4TLH.net or Facebook.com/K4TLH for more information

JUNE
June 3 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing June 5 (Thursday)
TARS ELECTIONS
- TARS Meeting –

JULY
June 28-29
(ENTIRE WEEKEND!)
- FIELD DAY 2014! –
Tom Brown Park
- VE Test Session
- Antenna Class
- FOOD!
- 24 hr Nation-Wide Contest
- GOTA Station for Newbies!

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

AUGUST
nd

July 10 (2 Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
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August 5 (Tuesday)
- VE Testing August 7 (Thursday)
- TARS Meeting –
Extra Class Exam Prep
(TBA)
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From The President
I am writing this while in Dayton, Ohio at Hamvention. The most noteworthy item was the weather: It rained on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday and it was COLD! Most mornings it was in the 30’s and only warmed to the low 50’s. Funny, it reminded me of the
weather at Hamcation this year! The locals from N. Florida that I ran into were Paul and Donna at a Golden Corral on Thursday
evening, Steve Szabo and Nick Adams during Hamvention and of course Terry Webb, who I saw at breakfast, lunch and dinner and
during the day at the 10-10 booth. I escaped without spending a boatload of money - only $40, and I managed to meet up with many
old friends from other parts of the US. Linda flew up on Sunday and we headed west to visit relatives and friends in Iowa and Nebraska.
June is an interesting time in Tallahassee. Most notably for us, it’s the beginning of hurricane season. Every year the media
makes a big deal of reminding us how to prepare and what to do in case we encounter a direct hit or near miss. They tell us when to
run and where to go, and if you stay, what you’ll need to survive. Most years nothing happens of course, or anything that does happen
is more “sizzle than steak,” so our natural tendency is to gradually become complacent, left without course or resource when we
encounter an actual storm of notable strength, and we’re not ready.
The threat of natural disaster is not just a local phenomenon - it happens everywhere; earthquakes, fires and mudslides in
California, “F5” tornadoes in the mid-west and plains, “nor’easters” in the Northeast, and of course, hurricanes poised to strike
anywhere from Texas to Maine. And as Amateurs we are supposed to be better aware and better prepared. A few of us honestly are,
but most of us take the position that “it won’t happen here” or “not to me.”
Our guest speaker this month is from the National
Weather Service here is Tallahassee. We will be
reminded about the damage that can result from a
hurricane and the associated weather that accompanies
it. Some of us will heed all the advice and make an
effort to get prepared while others will think that there
will always be sufficient notice, waiting until imposing
weather is upon them. Others just think that any need
to get prepared is silly knowing how many times nothing
has happened in the past. I suppose it has something
to do with the fact that it has been nearly 30 years since
Tallahassee witnessed anything of a “real” threat, and
that there seems to be an accepted myth that we reside
in some kind of naturally occurring Hurricane “dead
zone.” Many residents were not here yet when Kate
came, and most forget that even Katrina was predicted
to make landfall on our doorstep just days before it
decimated New Orleans.
The month ends with the TARS/ARRL annual Field Day event, a weekend-long exercise on a national scale that is designed to
demonstrate Amateur Radio’s emergency preparedness and capabilities to public officials and the public. Planning and execution are
thought out well in advance and contingencies for errors and omissions are in the plan.
We should stop and think very clearly that in reality it doesn’t work that way in real life. We don’t have weeks and months to plan
and execute for a disaster. We will be lucky to have days and the execution probably won’t be as a team but as individuals in our own
homes or in shelters. We can, however, with careful thought, prepare contingencies for what might happen. Our first priority is in
keeping our loved ones and ourselves safe – emergency communications is generally a task reserved for the aftermath of a disaster
and only once our households are back in order.
Being new to Florida and not having lived through a single hurricane, I go overboard; filling extra gas cans so I run the generator for
days not hours, stocking up on extra food, batteries and other items to while away the hours when I know I’ll be doing essentially
nothing. If the storm misses us or fizzles out off shore I’ll just use the fuel and food for normal daily use and then just wait for the next
weather bulletin to start the preparedness cycle over again.

73, Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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Circuit Traces

News and General Items of Interest

Hangin’ With the Hurricane Hunters
Amateur Radio Preparedness Showcased to Hundreds of kids, Officials and Visitors!
Hurricane
Hunters
and
copious crowds of school kids;
what a combination!
On
nd
Thursday, May 22 , TARS was
invited to set up a demonstration
station at the annual National
Weather
Service
Hurricane
Hunters Event at the Tallahassee
Regional Airport. The NWS in
Tallahassee and the National
Hurricane Center hosted a visit
from the NOAA Hurricane
Hunters who brought in the
legendary WP-3 Orion Hurricane
Hunter plane for visitors to tour.
rd
The 53 Weather Recon Squad
of the U.S. Air Force 403rd also
joined in from Keesler AFB, Biloxi, MS, with their impressive “Hercules” Lockheed WC-130J plane. Here was a great
opportunity to show off Amateur Radio in an emergency-preparedness-charged atmosphere.
Andrew, W1LAU, and Tom, K4TB, set up an HF
Get On The Air (GOTA) station using a Yaesu FT897 radio and a Hustler whip antenna for 20 meters
attached to the roof of Stan, K4SBZ’s, RV. The
system worked well although band conditions were
less than favorable. We also tried 15 meters for a
brief while but conditions were just as poor there. For
communications with earth satellites we set up an
Icom IC-821H radio and an Arrow VHF/UHF antenna
on a tripod with azimuth rotation and adjustable
elevation. While there wasn’t much opportunity to
talk through the birds due to the timing of usable
passes, we did have good copy on beacon and voice
signals from FO-29 and from beacon-only satellites
HO-68 (2 passes) and AO-73. We were able to
demonstrate all those for the visitors.
Most of the time was spent talking to students and other visitors about ham radio and the stations. There were
occasions when aircraft noise made operating difficult, so actual QSO’s were limited. However we did manage 3 QSOs of
significance on 20 meters: W1AW/2 in New York, W1AW/0 in Colorado, and VE3CWM near Ottawa, Canada at the Cold
War Museum there. A cameraman from the Capital News Service captured a brief moment of Tom at work which made it
in the final clip about the event. Stan provided an overview of ham radio to seemingly endless wave of school kids (950
were expected) among other visitors. Chief, KA5USN, Homer, K4HGT, Don, KK4SIH, Richard, W1AAO and Lois, W4MIT,
also greeted the visitors and handed out brochures and sample magazines.
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Though the weather was summer-like, but
comfortably dry and we had sufficient shade for
the most part. The turnout was quite impressive
with several hundred visitors passing by our
displays and asking many questions, and there
were at least half a dozen or so that pledged
specifically to get their ham license and asked for
help in doing so. We also received a couple of
possible requests for future presentations at other
groups. Several VIPs were briefed as well. Based
on the overall experience we rate the event as a
success for TARS and worth adding to our annual
calendar.

Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, and Tom Brooks, K4TB
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FIELD DAY 2014
Here’s 7 Great Reasons Why
You Should On Come Out to
Tom Brown Park June 28th-29th
Food
Did you have to ask? All participating Field Day attendees
will be guests at the TARS Grille for supper and there will be
donuts to keep you fueled.

Friends
You know it! Everyone's going to be there. ALL TARS members
should attend of course, but Field Day is where you usually meet
up with those long-lost souls of the air waves. Hams can bring
their family members and new faces are likely to show to make
your acquaintance.

Gotta Go GOTA!
Never been on HF before? Haven't been on in a long time? We'll
come on down and feel the excitement of getting on the air for
yourself. There's no need to worry about working the controls
because patient "Elmers" will be there to guide you on your exciting
tour of the ionosphere. You'll get to talk to folks like yourself hundreds,
if not thousands, of miles away. Do you need a license? NO! The GOTA station is there for the enjoyment and exploration of nonlicensed radio enthusiasts, their family, friends and anyone who's never been on HF or hasn't been on in a while.

Build – An – Antenna
Do you have an HT and need an antenna boost to get out there? Got a base station and need a new antenna? Want something
reliable for your emergency kit? Come out to our Field Day antenna class and make your own! Learn how to solder while getting your
own 2-meter antenna in the bargain.

Testing! Testing! Testing!
What better time and place to become a minty-new ham operator, or go from a General or Extra upgrade than Field Day? A VE test
session will be provided at 10 am on Saturday so you can celebrate your accomplishment by getting on the air!

The Big Dance
Here's where is all comes together. …Imagine a frenzied 24-hour nation-wide HF radio contest involving over 3,500 stations and
50,000 ham radio operators. Don't imagine - It's REAL! Although this event is not considered an "official" contest, as far as hams are
concerned it might as well be and all modes will be in play; including voice, CW and digital. All hams on deck for this one! Before the
contest starts at 2 pm on Saturday, you'll not want to miss the operator's prep class where you can brush up on your contest procedure
and learn the controls of the station radio. Operating a Field Day station is exciting and fast-paced! No worry - just start out at the
logging computer first to get into the swing of things.

Camp Out
Why not get away from the bustle of your work-a-day life and spend the weekend "playing radio" in our comfortable, air-conditioned RV
shelters? We'll be running off of 100% emergency power, proving to emergency responders and public officials that WE'LL BE THERE
in the face of disaster to make sure the message gets through. If you like, bring a tent and your kids - how often do you get to camp out
in a public park? We're going to really need operator participation for the contest, so you better be prepared to stay the night. You
radio DX-pedition awaits and you don't even have to leave town.
So what else are you doing?
Mark the last full weekend of June on your calendar for a Field Day adventure that can't be missed!
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TARS Annual Officer Elections – At June’s Meeting
Attend the TARS Business Meeting – June 5th to Lock-In Next Year’s Officers
The Election of TARS officers will commence at the beginning of the June meeting at the Red Cross facility with
voting taking place by either a show-of-hands majority (if only just the incumbent or single runner) or a paper ballot (for
multiple candidates.) REMEMBER: Only TARS members that have paid their dues for 2014 can take part in voting.
Aside from committee nominations, any nomination(s) can be made from the floor prior-to the vote. As it stands, the
following positions are incumbent or are open: TARS President: Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, plans to run again making the
next term his potential second, TARS Vice President, Dan Moniz, KI4HGO, plans to retire from TARS leadership. Also:
TARS Secretary: Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP, plans to continue his excellent service, TARS Treasurer, Nick Adams, W4EAF, is
stepping down from his position in preparation for other activities.
Remember: The club can only legally stay intact and operate with all four positions intact. There are other fulfilling
non-voted club positions available that always need volunteers to fill. Step up to the plate and serve your club willingly
with the same zeal you give to the hobby… or risk getting acquainted with the Wouff-Hong!
(oh… did I write that?)

Join the New

North Florida
Digital Net
Sundays - 7:00 p.m.
3590 kHz USB
PSK31 Mode
Interested
in
digital
communications? Want to get
into digital, but wanted to practice
a little before you went worldwide? If so, join other digital
enthusiasts Sunday evenings on
the North Florida Digital Net. The
NFDN meets from 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. EDT before the Capital
District EmComm Training net. Check-in's start out in PSK31 mode but other various modes often follow such as SlowScan TV (SSTV) winlink 2k.
The purpose of the net is to practice digital communications skills and to familiarize Amateur Radio operators with
various techniques so that they are better prepared to use these more advantageous modes in the event of a
communications emergency. There's a focus on message handling, but mostly, participating stations join in to just have a
little fun while exploring these newer aspects of Amateur Radio. No experience is necessary!
Most stations on the net use the free program: fldigi (http://www.w1hkj.com/Fldigi.html) but some use digipan and
other packages. There are many more novel and esoteric digital avenues the net has yet to explore so please join in if
interested. --- For more info: contact Don, KK4SIH at kk4sih@arrl.net and see you there Sunday night.
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TARS Business Meeting SPEAKERS / PROGRAMS Survey
Let TARS Know Who and What You Want To See
TARS is your club! As your Event Coordinator, “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN, has been assisting Dan Moniz, KI4HGO,
who as TARS VP schedules speakers for our meetings.
Chief wants to schedule speakers that will present topics and information that YOU, the membership, particularity
wants to learn more about. So, he’s asking for your input to help in scheduling programs and finding speakers that are of
interest to our club members.
Please take a little time to fill out this form then email it to Chief or hand it to him at the end of the meetings. He’ll the
n compile the member’s speaker/presentation preference requests to aid in making sure our meetings are as informative
as possible. You may also simply fill in ideas for the type of topics you would like to learn about!
Also, if you have any expertise in a particular aspect of the amateur radio hobby, such as digital modes, homebrew
antenna construction, station operation or anything of interest to radio enthusiasts and emergency communication, please
fill in the Speaker/Topic list describing what you are willing to give a talk about at one of our meetings, list your name,
callsign, and e-mail address as well. You should also inform Chief of any public officials, experts or people of interest
outside of the club who might speak for us if asked.
Please print this page and complete the form to be brought to the June’s TARS meeting. You may also wish to
simple email Chief you suggestions. Your name and information are not required on the hand-out form - unless you are
volunteering to be a speaker. Our TARS meetings are much better when accompanied by interesting programs!
Contact “Chief” Fusilier, KA5USN at: KA5USN@hotmail.com

Pref.

Speaker

Topic

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

My Contact Info: ______________________________________________
TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
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Additional Bits…
Committee to Address TARS By-laws
As per by-law rules, a committee has been form by several club members to look over the TARS by-laws for
corrections or adjustment. Modifications can be made through this process with approval of the membership. More
information should be made available at the June and July TARS business meetings.

Extra Class Licensing Prep-Course Suggested for August – Study Now!
Area hams are encouraged to purchase and study the Extra Class License Manual for advancement to Extra class as
a comprehensive “brush-up” overview course is planned to be offered by TARS in August. This is a great opportunity to
get a little “extra” help prior to taking the exam. If passed, earning Extra privileges means being able to use ALL the
available Amateur Radio frequencies as well as gaining other perks such as a smaller callsign. Per FCC part 97
mandate: all hams should strive for continued technical education and advancement. For more information, contact Phil
Ashler, N4IPH at: philashler@comcast.net

TESTING! TESTING! TESTING!

Get Licensed – Get Upgraded

RD

th

TARS – ARRL: TUESDAY, JUNE 3 & AT FIELD DAY – SATURDAY, JUNE 28
rd
The next TARS license exam session will be held the evening of Tuesday, June 3 , at The American
Red Cross HQ, on 1115 Easterwood Drive, near Tom Brown Park. The session typically starts at 7:00
p.m. There will also be a VE test session at the TARS/ARRL Field Day at Tom Brown Park, Saturday
th
June 28 , typically starting at 10 a.m. Please REMEMBER to bring a photo ID and $15, cash or check.
Contact Alan Terrell, N4KGT, n4kgt@arrl.net for more details.
TARC – W5YI Group: Please Contact TARC To Schedule
st
Offering a test session once a month on the third Saturday of each month (June 21 ) at 10:00 a.m. at
the Thomas County EOC located at 1202 Remington Avenue in Thomasville, GA. The cost is $14 and
two forms of ID are required, one with a picture. Children require a SSN to process. Test sessions
may require forward notice of attendance! For inquiries please contact:
TARC Vice President - John Swicord, KE4RWR jswicord@bellsouth.net
For general information and updates please visit: http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/

TARS Officers - Elections at June’s Meeting!
Gerry Gross, WA6POZ
- Running
President
WA6POZ@arrl.net

Dan Moniz, KI4HGO
- Stepping Down
Vice President
ki4hgo@arrl.net

SEE PAGE 7

Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP
- Running
Secretary
brady.lyon@gmail.com

Nick Adams, W4EAF
- Stepping Down
Treasurer
jnickwendy@bellsouth.net

Please consider volunteering for one of the many committee positions. TARS appreciates your support!
TARS Committees:
Repeater Trustee #1: Randy Pierce, AG4UU
Assistant: Doug Ferrell, KD4MOJ
Repeater Trustee #2: Vacant
K4TLH Callsign Trustee: David Miner, W4SKG

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

Equipment Manager: Steve Welsh, AD4E
Education: Phil Ashler, N4IPH
Testing Coordinator: Alan Terrell, N4KGT
Events Director: “Chief”, KA5USN

THE PRINTED CIRCUIT

Public Information Officer: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ
• Webmaster: Chris Evelo, KK4ZTO
• FaceBook: Stan, K4SBZ / Mike, K4ICY /…
• Newsletter Editor: Mike Maynard, K4ICY
k4icy@arrl.net
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Find Your Radio Niche

By Art Marshall, W1FJI

Over the past 15 years or so I have been searching for my
special niche in ham radio - some aspect of hobby I could really call
my own. In the past I’ve run big 1+ kw linear RF amplifiers, first with
a homebrew pair of 813’s, then an SB220. I’ve had big towers,
chased all kinds of DX on SSB and CW. I‘ve done the usual chase
for awards “wallpaper” including WAS, WAC, A1-OP, WAZ, and
state QSO parties. I’ve worked in numerous contests operating
SSB, Slow-Scan TV, RTTY, and most Digital modes including PSK.
I even spent a number of years handling NTS traffic. But lately after
all these years of searching and trying, I’ve just failed to settle on
something I could really get into.
There was a certain feeling that had been there but somehow
was misplaced. For the life of me I just couldn't put my figure on it. I
had been running mobile throughout the country for years, even
worked a lot of Packet in the early ‘80s but still there something was
missing in the enjoyment of my radio hobby.
I ran across a few hams I’d worked back in the mid-‘50s as a Novice on CW which brought back lots of great memories. I still
actually have my entire Novice station in my possession, but nothing is operational. So stricken with a bit of ham-curiosity I first
attacked the ole Heathkit AT-1 transmitter and finally got it running! The AR2 receiver is another story, but one of these days I’ll get it
running too… maybe. Still, there was still something on the tip of my tongue – a fleeting feeling that seemed to be just two steps ahead
of me. My new ham radio frontier was out there to discovered, but when I found it, would I even recognize it?
A good friend of mine, David, AI4GF, told me he’d built an Elecraft K1 CW QRP transceiver. Dang! The K1 sounded like a great
idea. To make a long story short, David offered to let me to try this little rig out. I’m very impressed with the sensitivity of the K1’s
receiver and I really like the number of features this little radio has. Once I went through the manual to go over its many functions I
found I was able to easily navigate it’s menu to access them.
With no time wasted I put it “on the air” and began actually making some contacts – first at 5 watts (QRP “Gallon”) and then at 3
watts… and then it hit me… this little radio was CW-only and had a transmit max of only 5 watts! Hey Jack, (as Uncle Si would say,)
during my Novice days the crystal controlled AT-1 was CW-only and was rated max at 35 watts ‘input.’ To be very honest, I would have
had no idea what the actual power output might have been. My tuner was an AC-1 antenna coupler also by Heathkit. The antenna
was a long wire about 135 ft long and went under the wooden house gutter through a tree to then make a right angle to a pole and the
extra wire just hung down the pole. So the ugly truth about my SWR and output was an unknown. Looking back at it all now I kinda
wonder how little RF actually radiated from that antenna.
Speaking of using crystals, back then, a rig could only tune in ONE frequency! To get other frequencies you had to swap out other
crystals, though you could “bend” the frequency just a couple of kc’s with a trimmer capacitor. But there were a few tricks up our ham
operator sleeves to pull more frequencies out of the same crystal: well, we used to try and change the frequency by drilling a small hole
in the crystal’s case to thread in a machine screw, which would apply pressure to the plates, changing the resonant frequency. Some
of us even tried to very carefully sand or trim a very small portion from the comer of the crystal element to see how much change in
frequency you could get. Hey, this was all new to us and we were a bunch of kids so what did we know? Oh… yes, that was no typo back then we had wooden gutters that needed to be oiled once a year. Our home was a three story/tenement which meant the gutters
were approximately 50 ft off the ground.
Was this what I had been missing? Could it be that just getting back to basics was what this mysterious aspect of the ham radio
hobby I’d been searching for? Yes, I still have QSL cards from stations I worked as a Novice. Heck, back then, working NY for me was
DX. I also remember working the University of Wisconsin’s station and I still have that QSL card as well as many others from that time
period. Even if it was just nostalgia, I remembered my Novice days of 1955 and staying up all night “pounding brass” on my ole J-38
hand key. I really have to mention that my “fist” was bad… really bad. As I look back I wonder how anyone could have copied what I
was sending. My thoughts were filled, not only of though nervous but exciting CW contacts but of some of the ham-friends I made back
then. Some are no longer with us today but several are still on the air.
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I now find myself staying up most evenings, well, maybe not most
evenings… I should say some evenings, but yes, into the early morning
hours chatting on CW just as I did 59 years ago. I’ve found some of the
hams I chatted with back then. And we’ve had some good times
remembering how it was. I really can’t expect everyone to share my desire
and enthusiasm for running QRP or QRPp (<1 watt) on CW, but for me it
was a chance to reclaim that visceral feeling I had during my Novice days.
I have to tell ya that QRP at the milliwatt to1 watt range can be quite a
challenge but anyone can make contacts. I prefer the 2 to 5 watt range
which is still a challenge but very doable. Wait is “doable” a word?
One of the biggest challenges to running QRP is chasing DX. I go
through the ARRL DX Bulletins and to find DX stations that I might be able
to work during the weekdays when many of the bigger station’s ops are at
work or asleep. It also helps when DX stations operate well into early
morning hours. So far I’ve enjoyed operating QRP!
The challenge is not more than I can handle - a very good set of headphones are a must for QRP work, at least for me. My XYL,
Janet, says I have “selective hearing” - and maybe I do. Digging the signals out of the noise is part of the fun and challenge. I’ll also
have to admit a little skill in tuning, knowing how to operate the RIT and phasing are also crucial. They’re many great QRP radios on
the market, both in kit and pre-built form. As always, there’re many good YouTube videos on the subject.
I would be remised if I didn't mention antennas. You’ve more than likely heard the phrase “antennas, antennas, antennas” enough
times to annoy you… It’s the same as: “location, location, location.” With QRP operation the antenna you use becomes extremely
crucial. Since I have now entered the world of QRP, I’ve found out just how important having a good antenna system is.
My HF antenna at home is a Windom. Although it is not very high, with the feed point at 22 ft and an “Inverted-Vee” configuration,
there is lots of wire up in the air. I’ve also experimented with ‘Hamsticks’ with and without the use of a counterpoise or radials. When
operating away from your home QTH, having to deal with radicals can become messy and it means more wire to pack and unpack,
along with the risk involved with leaving lots of wire laying around on the ground for other passerby’s and animals to trip over. Then you
have to wind it all back up when you’re done. A “compromise” antenna like a Hamstick was not the answer.
Although I was able to “load" on these Hamstick configurations I didn't believe I was getting the most RF energy out “for my buck.”
Likewise, I noticed this type of vertical failed to “hear” as well as the Windom antenna at home. Looking on YouTube I’ve found many
QRP’ers do put wire up in the air in the form of single band resonate wire antennas. Some of the configurations use a ½-wave end-fed
wire while others are ½-wave dipoles. When running QRP away from your home QTH your consideration of the type and configuration
of your antenna system can mean the difference between an enjoyable operating experience and frustration, so choose very carefully.
QRP Radios are small, lightweight, and can operate on meager battery
power meaning they can be often taken on vacations and backpacking
trips. Some have built-in auto-tuners while some do not. I use a simple
MFJ-971 manual tuner for my QRP operation. MFJ, and other companies
like LDG, Elecraft, and Hendricks QRP Kits, make a few tuners that are
smaller, lighter and just made for QRP wattages. If you don't have the
inclination or interest to pick up a soldering iron and build then there are
quite a few ready-built QRP Radios on the market also. MFJ, Elecraft and
YouKits are a few such suppliers. Nevertheless, don't let that stop you
from trying out QRP. Oh… and they cost much, much less those table-top
models costing $1,500.00 to $3000.00!
As you can see, after years of searching, I’ve found that something great in ham radio I can really get into - one that promises
much enjoyment and many contacts to come. So… are you still searching for that “certain something” that still eludes you? I know the
best cure for that problem. It took decades for me to figure it out for myself, and maybe it was there all along. Try this: remember
those early moments in your radio hobby and reminisce on the fun you had when you first got your ticket. Try putting yourself in the
shoes of a Novice again. Or maybe, finding your niche is as simple as experimenting with a new mode. Ever try PSK-31? Once you
find that something, share it! I’ve done that: I’ve volunteered as an Elmer for the SKCC (Straight Key Century Club.) Look me up if
you want a little CW practice, or just meet me Wednesday nights at 8:30 pm (EST) on 28.114 for the CW Practice Net.

73 ES HP TO CW ON CW SN, Art Marshall, W1FJI w1fji55@centurylink.net dit dit
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Do The Old Man’s Concerns Still Hold True?

By Phil Ashler, N4IPH

I’ve always been interested in History and the ways things “used to be” many years ago. If you’re like
me, many of us spend a great deal of time researching our family history. There’s a special feeling that
comes with connecting with our kindred dead, and the effort can be quite rewarding. Writing down the
stories passed down by our relatives, scanning old photos, organizing old letters and maintaining vital
dates, information and other documents are ways we can remember those before us. We hope that our
descendants in later generations have the same interest in us and their past generations as much as we
do ours, and appreciate the great time and effort we went through to preserve the data.
The ARRL is celebrating its 100th Year Anniversary by looking back over the past century and highlighting some of the more
important events in Amateur Radio history. In an earlier article I wrote for The Printed Circuit I mentioned the guest columns that have
been published in recent 2014 QST’s. In addition to these contemporary articles the ARRL has published some of the letters written by
The Old Man (Hyram Percy Maxim, League co-founder) to the ARRL leaders in the early days of Amateur Radio after the end of WWI
and the return of Amateur Radio to the airwaves. HPM was also president of the ARRL for 22 years until his death in February of 1936.
You can find more of his letters to ARRL leaders on the League’s
website. Just do a search on the site for “The Old Man.” I found three
very interesting letters on the first page of my search: Rotten QRM
(January 1917), Rotten Reasons (February 1927) and Rotten Air (no
date given). As you read through each of the letters, which are
essentially considered rants by some people, you get the idea that he is
some old crotchety man that is mad at the world. He’s especially irritated
at the operating imperfections and inconsiderate behavior of those found
within the avocation, such as: QRM, poor band conditions, meaningless
conversations, poor operating habits, and poorly conducted radio club
meetings. Some of the letters are a little hard to follow but you can
easily get the gist of his demeanor towards the subject.
In his letter Rotten Reasons he tells the story of one local radio club
meeting and how poorly it was run - nothing is done the way he thinks it
should be. Everyone else at that meeting seems to feel the same way!
They complain about those that don’t operate CW on the lower frequencies - that it was CW operators that showed the government
what Amateurs could really do, that there was a worrisome decline in message handling, that is was a bad idea to take good operators
and make them engineers, and that if someone couldn’t work every continent in one night…they must be suffering from “sleeping
sickness!”
In the Rotten QRM rant The Old Man complains about the poor operating of the “young squirts” and that they “can’t copy or send
any faster than three words per minute.” They repeat everything multiple times and each letter is sent so slowly, you can’t help but fall
asleep. He sums up the letter with the idea of organizing an “Anti QRM Association” and electing a Chairman with “a bad disposition to
write letters threatening the life of the offenders!”
In the third letter, Rotten Air, he continues to complain about poor operating, QRM and poor signals from the ole spark-gap
transmitters. He hears one of his buddies trying to call him through the QRM but continues to complain about someone on top using a
“bug” (rather than a straight key) and continually asking: ”how is my tone ????” Then the station gives him a call! There was no way
he was going to answer. ”What could he possibly have for me?”
After reading the three letters I began wondering about what Hiram, “The Old Man,” would complain about
today if he was still alive and active on the Amateur frequencies. What would he think about some of the intentional
QRM we hear on HF? What would he say about stations continually calling a DX station, while the DX station was
are trying to work a QRP station on the other side of the world? How about those, that for some reason “tunes up”
on top of a special event station or net operation? How many times have you heard hams only giving partial calls
that have to be filled in during multiple exchanges? How about someone that knows there’s a net scheduled at a
particular time and frequency but continues to call CQ there? How about the countless number of hams that
“kerchunks” the local repeaters without ever giving their callsigns? Sometime after Hyram’s passing the colloquial
term “lid” was used to describe such an operator, and it used to carry a more profane stigma in Ham Radio culture.
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The Old Man seems to think that these ‘infractions’ may be a result of too many young people
getting into the Amateur Radio hobby, but in my experience, especially on the HF frequencies, I
find that gross number of these operators tend to be of the more long-in-the-tooth persuasion. In a
previous article I discussed the “passing of the torch” concept to the newer and usually younger
hams (based on recent QST Letters.) Is this the attitude we (older hams) want to pass on?
There’s a good and pointed article (originally posted in 1978 in Ham Radio Horizons) on the
QSL.net site: “So You Want To Be A Lid” (http://www.qsl.net/dl4tt/w5vsr.html) that covered many of
the poor operating habits of some of the members of our hobby. The article by W5VSR starts of
with the idea: ”It is easy to be a lid, it must be, there are so many of them. If you are already a lid,
read on. you may find some new "lid-isms." If you are not yet a full-fledged lid, you may learn
some new material for your next transmissions.”
While you’re at the ARRL website, you might try searching for a bit of history on a few items that literally represent the sinister dark
side Ham Radio. You read that right! Ham Radio has a rumored past steeped in occult secret-society ritual. Or so it seems as it has
been reported that The Old Man himself was the originator of the myth and practice. The Wouff-Hong and Rettysnitch were
purportedly horrible instruments of torture and discipline intended to instil fear into the hearts of ‘would be’ lids! Stories of the time
circulated about their previous use on the perpetrators of bad on-air conduct leaving behind the tell-tale signs including blood stains and
missing teeth! You can read more about these implements in the October 2013 edition of The Printed Circuit (http://k4tlh.net/wpcontent/uploads/2013/09/TARS_Newsletter_2013_October.pdf#page=13) on page 13. A captivating article about these two legends was
written by L.B. Cebik, W4RNL, and appeared in the September 1996 QST. The Old Man wrote his first mention of a Wouff-Hong and
Rettysnitch in 1917. Though the stories alleged use and blood-chilling description of their disciplinary use may have been fictional, at
least one secret organization did (and still does exist) based on the Wouff-Hong.
Legend has it that the Wouff-Hong was invented by Hiram Percy Maxim
(The Old Man) just as amateurs were getting back on the air after WWI. Early
in 1919, The Old Man wrote in QST "I am sending you a specimen of a real live
Wouff-Hong . . . Keep it in the editorial sanctum where you can lay hands on it
quickly in an emergency." The "specimen of a real live Wouff-Hong" was
The Wouff-Hong stood for Law and Order
presented to a meeting of the ARRL Board and the Board voted that the WouffHong be framed and hung in the office of the Secretary of the League. It would be a constant reminder to Amateur Radio operators to
be mindful of their operating etiquette. The first photo of the Wouff-Hong was published in July 1919 QST, and it still resides at the
League’s museum in Newington, CT to this day!
The second item is the Rettysnitch and according to legend (from Rob’s
Ham Shack-National Radio Club: http://www.natradioco.com/rdey/whrsl.htm)
In 1921, the Washington DC Radio Club presented the Rettysnitch to the
league's traffic manager. The club received the Rettysnitch specimen from
The Old Man himself! This implement was also described in L.B. Cebik’s
The Rettysnitch stood for Decency
article and in the September 1996 QST. Cebik stated that "Even at its first
public appearance, two of its teeth were missing, suggesting a long history of necessary and effective use. However, to this day, the
Rettysnitch has lost no further teeth.” The Wouff-Hong and Rettysnitch stories were retold by Rufus P. Turner, when he wrote
"Hamdom's Traditions: A Bedtime Story for Young Squirts" in the May 1934 QST. According to Cebik, "In 1930, The ARRL Handbook
had pictures of both instruments of enforcement. By 1936, only the Wouff-Hong appeared and by 1947 the Handbook had deleted both
photos. "An editorial on the Wouff-Hong (without the hyphen) appeared many years later in February 1961 QST.
Do the Wouff-Hong and Rettysnitch still hold their mystical power over us today?
L.B. Cebik, W4RNL, answered this question well, when he asked "Why were the Wouff-Hong and the
Rettysnitch so powerful to those early hams?” “Because those hams cared about Amateur Radio in their
hearts. They desired that which they knew they could never have: A perfectly law-abiding, decent radio
service that would inspire young and old alike to become hams or, lacking the inclination to electronics, to
become admirers of hams. Every minute of on-the-air time was a chance to show how noble a pursuit
Amateur Radio was and should always be. They feared the Wouff-Hong and the Rettysnitch as instruments
of their own consciences, as they strove to meet the standards they set for themselves. And that is where you will find the Wouff-Hong
and the Rettysnitch today - deep in your own conscience. If they seem to hold no power, then you know it’s time once more to elevate
your standards a notch higher, and then to strive to achieve them perfectly." Then he added, "May you never deserve their sting."

de Phil, N4IPH philashler@comcast.net
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K4ICY/Mobile

From The Freezer by Mike Maynard, K4ICY

I've now been a licensed radio operator for seven years. And during that time,
I’ve explored a couple of the hobby's aspects; I learned the code and can now copy
around 20 wpm, reading at least 15 wpm in my head. I prepared a "Go-Kit" for
emergency communications, built my own fully-operating 40 meter QRP transceiver
from kits and homebrew, tried my hand at contesting, and worked plenty of DX.
This is quite a lot for the few years I've had my ticket which is only the tip of the
iceberg as far as the hobby goes.
There was one thing I so desired to try out but it took until just recently to get it
together… Every other ham and their mother, it seemed, drove around with their
own antenna "farm," some growing more stalks than others. Portable ham shacks
on wheels that allowed worldwide mobile HF operation anywhere they went. That's
what I wanted... but how does one go about getting get setup?
I'm not writing this article as an expert “hot to” or am I and authority on the
subject of mobile communications, but this is just an example of a "newer" ham
trying to figure things out. So a mobile HF station can get quite complex, but on the
simple end, it basically consists of a radio capable of running on a 12v power, an
antenna which uses the metal in your car's body by which to 'push' against, maybe a
tuning system to match the antenna, and all the other accoutrements involved in
wiring it up.
"So why have HF in your car?" - some hams may ask. How can a mobile
station with a relatively small antenna and simple radio compete with a home station
using large and effective antennas? True… a mobile HF setup is in effect a
compromise, but as you QRP guys know, when propagation is good you can run
with the best of them. There are also so many outweighing advantages; for one,
freedom! You're not constrained to waiting until you get home to work that rare DX.
You're free to work from any place in the land you wish, including prime
transmitting terrain such as high hills and beachfront parking lots. You're free
from being shut down due to power outages in your neighborhood - as long as
you have fuel and battery power you're in business. On the same token, having
a portable station free from the mains means you're more capable as an
emergency communicator. Oh, and you run less of a risk of bugging your
family members since your vehicle can be that perfect private ham shack.
Look at all you can do with a Mobile HF station. It was an exciting
prospect, but it took me half a decade to get around to it. What was my hangup anyways? Well, it wasn't procrastination or laziness! Even though a mobile
setup sounds easy, it can actually get quite complex depending on what type of
mode and radio activity you’re into, and it can definitely get expensive. I
purchased a Yaesu FT-857d a few years ago in preparation for the setup. It's a
(more) modern and very compact rig that doesn't cost too much. Getting the rig
Trunk Lip / Hatchback 3/8” Mount
ended my troubles of frequency drift and tuning ambiguities I experience with
Sturdy and can be adjusted to many positions
my vintage Kenwood, and it took up little desk real estate, but getting it to work
in my car required that I install a fancy antenna and tuning system, each component costing as much as the rig. And there were other
technical concerns such as wire routing, and consideration for the antenna mount… do I need a bumper hitch? Did I need to drill a hole
in my car? I was stumped!
In breaking down the list of components; start with the rig. Yaesu, Icom, Kenwood, Alinco are but a few companies that produce
portable rigs which can be powered from a 12 volt source. And other companies such as Elecraft and YouKits have some interesting
QRP entries. Where you install it in your vehicle is up to you. Some rigs have "separation kits" which allow you to keep the rig base in
a hidden out-of-the-way location while giving you a lightweight and compact control-head at hands-reach to operate it with.
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If the rig is one complete unit then you might be able to install it between,
under or behind the seats, or under the passenger-side dash area. I would
advise against keeping your rig on top of the dashboard for obvious reasons.
The antenna system is the trickiest part of the whole deal. At home you just
throw up some wire cut to the "magic" formula you learned in your Tech manual,
plug up your auto-tuner and start making contacts. You know there's no way that
130' antenna is going anywhere on a car, let alone a 41' vertical, so a smaller
‘compromised’ vertical antenna is used. In a mobile antenna system, the metal
surface of the vehicle's body is used as the counterpoise (or ground plane.) The
physical length of the antenna needed to be resonant on any given frequency is
shortened by using loading coils. Traps are used to match impedances and block
capacitances, so an antenna only 7' tall is "seen" to the rig as being 63'.
Custom Radio Rack
Since HF consists of many bands from 10 to 160 meters, you would need
Some scrap metal and plastic to hold the rig and tuner
many resonant lengths which are why the "Screwdriver" antennas are so popular.
These antennas get you on all bands by using a large loading coil assembly where the internal contacts are adjusted by a motor
controlled from a "tuner"/actuator device. Yaesu uses such a system called an “ATAS unit.”
The prospect of having to
purchase and install an ATAS
unit and Screwdriver antenna is
what set me back for a while.
Not to mention having to
physically mount the antenna on
some kind of sturdy ‘thing’
attached maybe under the
bumper - but then a friend told
me about "Ham Sticks." "Ham
Sticks" are simply a type of
lightweight, single-band mobile
vertical antennas.
They’re
constructed of some Fiberglass
and a bit of wire. The company
that called them "Ham Sticks"
no longer exists but other
companies sell like variants
including MFJ and Hustler. Now
I wasn't so impressed with the
setup another friend was using
which wasn't able to 'hear' much
and he claimed it was the fault
of his Ham Stick, but I think
there may have just been
something else wrong. None the
Transceiver and Tuner Installed on Custom Rack in Trunk
Wire-management was done before installation with the help of zip-ties and Velcro straps
less, I now had a solution that
would help me go ahead with
the installation of my Yaesu FT-857d in a mobile environment. "But Ham Sticks only do one band," you
say. Yes, but it beats not having HF. Since the base of the antenna is a 3/8" bolt, changing out bands still
requires taking wrenches to it. That's a bit of work for mobile work, but there’s a solution. BuxComm sells
both their Kwik-Connect and Fold-Over adapters which allow you more flexibility. If you want to change
bands, just pull over to the side of the road and change antennas in a snap. Oh, and instead of spending
$400 on a Screwdriver plus $200 on an antenna controller plus tuner, Ham Stick variants are as low as
$14! Who cares if an errant branch snaps it in two. Also, Ham Sticks are adjustable, so with the help of a
good Watt/SWR meter or antenna analyzer, the whip wire can be adjusted for a perfect SWR match which
means you may not have to use a tuner.
A Flexible Accessory Mount – Order from MountGuys.com
This mount attaches to a convenient bolt such as one on the seat base – great for mounting the control head and microphone
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So here's a few "How To" considerations for your mobile HF installation: (Remember – This is “amateur,” not “expert” advice!)
•

•

•

•

Planning. It’s a good idea to map out your vehicle and placement of all necessary
radio gear. Your plans don’t have to be NASA perfect, but should have decent
measurements. Wire and cabling for audio and data can get expensive, and you
should consider the comfort and safety of yourself and those riding with you. Once
you know where everything is, use string or flexible measuring tape to gauge wire
lengths, then always make sure you buy a few extra feet just in case.
Choose Your Rig. Consider a transceiver that is easy to operate without having to
take your eyes off the road much. Searching through sub-menus is as bad as
'texting while driving'. A control head that separates from the rig will give you more
freedom in installation, and you can hide the bulk of it from view. There are many
choices on the market and generally if they run on 12 volts their intended for mobile
or portable use.
Rig Location. You should be able to access the controls at arm's reach without
letting your eyes or concentration leave the road. There are great YouTube
examples of where to mount your rig, but you should avoid the top of your
FM Audio Transmitter Patch
Some re-purposing of consumer electronics to
dashboard because if the excessive summer heat doesn't cook it, some thief might
feed audio from the Yaesu to the car’s sound
find it an easy pick.
system via FM radio
Power! An HF rig running 100 watts on CW or digital modes may draw more than
22 amps! Most vehicle cigarette lighter sockets are rated for 10 amps max. Ground loops, ignition noise and alternator whine
can also be a problem using an improper power path. Make the investment and purchase automobile-rated power wire that
can handle at least 30 amps such as #10 gauge. Fire resistance is suggestible too to protect from extreme engine
compartment heat. It is best that the power cord connects directly to the terminals of the battery, or at least to the nearest tiein points close to the battery. This will provide the cleanest and most adequate power source. Make sure you use fuses on
both (+) and (-) lines nearest to the battery to protect from accidental shorts. 25 amp fuses will do for 10 gauge wire. You can
surely use Anderson Powerpoles® to make connections easier.
A word about safety: You should avoid
drilling into and routing wire through your
vehicle’s firewall. The firewall’s job is to
protect you from catastrophic fire and from
deadly carbon monoxide fumes. Consider
going through the rubber wire harness
grommet that routes power to your doors
or choose an alternate route.
Also
remember to have adequate fusing on
your power lines, even at both ends and
on EACH (+) and (-) lines. Keep in mind
that you are most likely not an automobile
engineer; your wires might not be safest
where you put them, so ask others for a
second opinion if in doubt.

•

Mic and Speaker. As your vehicle
hits
highway
speeds, having an amplified
Yaesu FT-857d Control Head on Mount
speaker
is
a
must.
An additional speaker
The Yaesu control head positioned with the flexible mount puts HF at my reach while driving
might be unsightly in a vehicle so an even
better solution I found was to use one of those MP3-to-FM adapter transmitters to basically feed the rig's audio through the
car's speaker system. On my car, the sound is varied by driving speed, and I have mute and volume function on the steering
wheel. This makes mobile operation a little safer. The only problem you may run into is alternator whine if using vehicle
power to supply the adapter, so you should employ an audio isolation transformer (Radio Shack.) For the microphone, you
can install a clip to your dashboard, but I found that cup-holders work great.
•
Antenna Tuner. If you are installing an ATAS and Screwdriver, then that may be outside the scope of this article, but it isn't
going to hurt to install a small tuner to match your antenna. Even if your antenna for any given band is a perfect match
already, having a tuner means that you can use a dipole separate from the vehicle while on camping trips or manning a shelter
after a disaster. Unless your rig is on the arm rest or under the dash, forget it. Most tuners require you to turn knobs or push
buttons. I'm using an LDG Z11-ProII which is an auto-tuner that runs on barely any power, can be operated remotely and can
initiate tuning mode even from an SSB signal! I highly recommend this tuner if your rig is located away from your reach.
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•

•

•

•

Antenna. As mentioned above, the Ham Stick type single band antennas are made of fiberglass so they’re lightweight.
Consider both operating location on the vehicle as well as the new height your vehicle will be with its new addition. Use
dedicated Kwik-Connect mount adapters from www.BuxComm.com (www.packetradio.com) to facilitate in changing bands.
Each band will cost you $14 at least, so get the 5-pack on the Kwik-Connect adapters.
Antenna Mount. You do not have to get a custom trailer-hitch made, nor do you need to drill any holes. And you definitely
should resist the urge to use a “10-4 good buddy” spring-ball! Spend the good money and get yourself an adjustable trunk-lid
mount. I use a Diamond K-400, and one I bought for my UHF/VHF antenna six years ago is still going strong. Where should
the antenna be mounted? In the center and highest point of your vehicle is preferable, but on your hatchback door, trunk lid or
bumper will not be a deal breaker. The mount comes with a 3/8" socket that accepts the Ham Stick antenna's base.
Bonding. In my setup just the contact from the grip screws from the mount to the trunk lid was sufficient and my signal is
great. If you're having issues with bad SWR, perhaps the antenna's ground plane (your car's body) needs a little help. Simply
screw in copper braid or ground strap between the lid/door and the vehicle’s body. Additional lengths of straps may enhance
performance. For 100 watts or less in transmit power, the vehicle’s body should be fine.
Installation. I created a rack out of a length of PVC trim and cut sheet of aluminum to which I attached my rig, tuner and other
components. I figured the aluminum would dissipate heat better, and mostly external heat as it gets up to 140+F in my car.
This assembly hides away in a utility area in the back of the car. Liberal use of nylon zip-ties and Velcro straps were
employed for installation and wire management which keeps things nice and tidy. I've seen the insides of some ham's mobile
shacks and there were so many randomly heaped wires laying around one can’t help but worry about spontaneous fires
occurring. If you're using extra features such as a remote head and PC interface for digital modes you'll have a lot of cables
running around - consider laying them under the carpet or upholstery trim to hide them.

Well I for one have enjoyed my first HF mobile installation. It
took quite a few weekends to get everything straight, but once I fired
it all up, the antenna tuned right away and my first contact was on 20
meters to southern Russia with an S9! With my lengthy daily
commutes, I have the chance to make one or two contacts daily. I'm
even set up to do CW if I want. My American Morse Equipment “MiniB” single-paddle key is unobtrusive and works like a charm, but CW
is certainly trickier to do on the road. I'm very surprised and pleased
by the performance of the Ham Stick antenna. It seems to be pretty
"hot," and bands like 20 meters are quite far-reaching at certain times
of the day. One thing though, my Ham Stick makes the total height of
my car at over 11'! I'm constantly clipping low branches, but so far
everything seems to have remained intact.
The message I leave to you readers (and new hams) is that
setting up a mobile HF station should not intimidate you. It is NOT as
hard to do as you may believe! Cost-wise, maybe $1000 to $1200 at
the most, but used rigs can be had for half their list price. One friend
of mine uses an HB1B from YouKits and is enjoying many QRP CW
contacts from his car, and only cost him $300. Some planning and
Elmer consultation may be necessary. I can say that having HF with
you on the ride can be exciting! You have more chances to meet and
greet new hams all over the world, and you'll get interesting
shortwave broadcasting stations to boot. At the last meeting, Brady,
KJ4YSP, and Andrew, W1LAU, had a chance to try out my simple
mobile HF station - each of them broke through a pile-up to make
contacts with the "mother ship," W1AW (not the "/" contest station)
each with 5/9's.
I'll catch you on the drive home! 73 DE K4ICY/Mobile

A Little Planning and Wire-Management Cuts the Clutter
The flexi-mount holds the control head and GPS.
Note the Paddle key on the arm rest and microphone in the cup-holder.

73! Mike Maynard, K4ICY k4icy@arrl.net
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Minutes

on record for the preceding TARS business meeting – May 1st, 2014

Compiled and Submitted by Brady Lyon, KJ4YSP – TARS Secretary
The TARS business meeting was held at the American Red Cross facility on May 1, 2014.
CALL to ORDER at 7:00 pm.
President Gerry Gross WA6POZ called the meeting to order welcoming the 39 people who attended and introduced the presentation.
Due to scheduling conflicts with Leon County EMS, the evening’s presentation was changed to a video about the 2012 Dayton, Ohio
Hamvention.
Committee Reports
•

Repeaters: Randy Pierce, AG4UU, reports that all repeaters are all up a running. The new SARNET (442.100) website
address is sarnetfl.com. The Gainesville site is now online and several other locations have indicated their interest to join the
network. The Jacksonville EOC conducts a net at 9am on Fridays. The 146.655 repeater is no longer in use. There are
currently no plans to move it to another site.

•

Education: 9 people attended in the last class. One person made Extra Class and several others upgraded. An Extra Class
REVIEW session is tentatively planned for August and enrollees should have already studied their Extra Class manual.

•

Testing: A Tuesday night VE testing session will be held June 3 at the Red Cross. TARC will hold their session on Saturday,
th
June 17 in Thomasville. The radio reunion also takes place that day. TARS will host a test session at Field Day on Saturday,
th
June 28 .

•

Treasury: Nick Adams, W4EAF, reports $1,634 in account. Also, the membership list is up to date at 108 people.

•

Nominating Committee: The candidates for officers will be Gerry Gross for president, Chief for vice president, Brady Lyon for
secretary and Norm Scholer, K4GFD, for treasurer.

rd

Old Business
•

FEMA Trailer: One offer received for FEMA trailer (Norm Scholer, K4GFD) for $700. Club voted to accept the offer.

•

Bylaws: committee recommendations are being researched and member input is welcomed.

•

Field Day: Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, surveyed the prospective Field Day site for water drainage issue after the last rain storm.
Dave Davis, WA4WES, is planning an antenna building session to make 2 meter J pole antennas. Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, will
hold a training session on station operating and contesting strategy. Cooking details are being worked out and shelter
designations are being finalized. Phil Ashler, N4IPH, will host the GOTA station and Tom Brook, K4TB is planning a satellite
setup demonstration. Station captains are designated except for CW, which will most likely be traditionally graced by Ted
Zateslo, W1XO. The club voted to allocate $300 for food.

New Business
th

•

Special Event Opportunity: 2014 is the 100 anniversary of the Dixie Highway. This is potentially similar to the DeSoto event
and will give TARS the chance to work again under the K4T callsign.

•

David Minor, W4SKG, made a motion for allowing use of club funds to send bereavement cards when local hams pass. 2
Chief. Unanimous. David Minor was also voted as the K4TLH callsign Trustee.

•

NOAA/NWS Hurricane Hunter fly-in event: Thursday, May 22 will host a TARS GOTA and EmComm involvement
(potentially). The event will take place from 9:30 till 3pm at the commercial airport.

•

By-Laws Newsletter Amendment: Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, will post the club Articles and By-laws in an addendum to the
May TARS newsletter. This gives membership a chance to review the documents – suggestions and inquiries are to be made
to the By-Laws review committee.

nd

by

nd

Adjournment at 9:00 pm.
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TARS Treasurer’s Report

for May 2014

Submitted by Nick Adams, W4EAF – TARS Treasurer

Beginning Balances – April 18, 2014
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

Members renewed or joined since last report.
$ 1,634.40
1,091.64
2,525.50

•
•
•

7 Individuals
0 Family memberships
0 Students

Summary of Month’s Activities:
Total receipts for the month:
Total Expenses for the month:

$ 187,50
38.00

Receipts Derived From:
Member Dues:
50/50 Raffle
Member Donations:
SPARC
Total:

$ 108.00
$ 22.00
$ 22.00
$

20.50

Wakulla County Repeater Site Payment

$ 187.50

Expenditures:
Talquin Electric

Outstanding Expenses:

$

38.00

Electricity for Wakulla County Repeater Site

NONE

Ending Balances – May 17, 2014
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
Total:

$ 1,783.90
$ 1,091.64
$ 2,875.54

Support TARS!
Did you know that most of TARS’s funding comes from donations?

Field Day is a convenient opportunity to “feed the kitty!”
The TARS Field Day is an expensive event to say the least and last year’s bill was covered by major and minor
benefactors – making the 2013 Field Day a financially low-impact event for the club coffers. If you would like to help
before the event, just see one of the TARS officers. Just look out for the “tip jar” at Field Day, and dig deep! TARS much
appreciates your continued support!
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Newsletter Resources

Submit to The Printed Circuit!

The Printed Circuit Will Publish YOUR PICS Send in photos of your shacks, ham gear, homebrew equipment, friends, family, club
events, pets or whatever… The Printed Circuit would like nothing better than to brag with you!
We Want You To Write For US Readers and writers are encouraged to submit items of interest such as articles, commentary and
how-to’s for publication. Public service announcements are welcome… The Printed Circuit is sent to well over 330 email recipients,
so why not use this publication to share the hobby you love? 1 page max for PSA/news, 5 pages max for articles. (All Negotiable)
th

Publication Deadline The deadline for publication is the 20 of the month. Allow for one week prior for corrections or additions.
Updates of Information If you are aware of any updates, changes or corrections to any of the information in this newsletter such as
news write-ups, information about our neighboring clubs, Local Nets, Repeaters or etc., please forward that information to us at
TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net for inclusion, retraction or correction in future
newsletters publications. Corrections and additions cannot be reflected until the following month’s edition.
Cost The Printed Circuit is provided as a service FOR FREE! Articles and content are written and edited on a volunteer basis.
Please consider the large amounts of time each month put into making these newsletters a “great read.” Monetary contributions are
encouraged to be made to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, which depends on your support. You may also consider donating
your time and talents by writing for The Printed Circuit or submitting material or information to be considered for publication.
Distribution The Printed Circuit is distributed via gmail account via a PRIVATE BCC recipient list, generally one week prior to the
following TARS business meeting. Re-Distribution IS ENCOURAGED, however you may consider sending us any new addresses for
interested recipients. Back issues and past articles organized by topic can be readily found at http://k4tlh.net/tars-newsletter/ and
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/
E-mail Addresses Please forward any additions or changes of e-mail addresses for delivery of the Newsletter to the TARS email
address: TallyAmateurRadio@Gmail.com , or Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ, (PIO/WebMaster) K4SBZ.Stan@Gmail.com or Mike Maynard,
K4ICY, (Editor) at k4icy@arrl.net Also, notify us if you wish to no longer receive the newsletter and would like to have your address
removed. Payment of TARS dues is NOT a requirement to receive this free publication.
Content/Copyright Disclaimer The Printed Circuit is not representative of, or ultimately responsible for the views or opinions of any
individual or the whole TARS organization, and such views and opinions expressed herein are of the individual author(s). The Printed
Circuit is Not-For-Profit, intended for educational use and public distribution. Articles and photos MAY NOT be re-printed without
permission – please notify Mike Maynard, K4ICY, (Editor), at k4icy@arrl.net if you wish to re-print any material, and a specific
electronic copy can be provided for your convenience. Except for layout purposes, content of any re-printed article may NOT be
modified or edited unless portions are to be used in quotation and credit given.
The Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc. owns and maintains sole distribution rights and license over all material. All content
published is subject to copyright. All submitted content is subject to approval and may be edited and irrevocably becomes property of
the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, Inc.
All content within this publication is subject to copyright © 2014 Tallahassee Amateur Society, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Visit K4TLH.net – Like Us At Facebook.com/K4TLH
Anywhere in the world you can learn of TARS events, pass information and ask question via Facebook.
At K4TLH.net, find the current newsletter, back issues and selected articles at the click of a mouse.
Both sites will keep you up-to-date on the latest event scheduling and timely information of our club.

Find us at: http://www.facebook.com/K4TLH and http://k4tlh.net/
For more information or inquiries – contact TARS PIO: Stan, K4SBZ, at: K4SBZ.Stan@gmail.com

Past Newsletter Articles Available at K4TLH.net
http://k4tlh.net/index-of-newsletter-articles/

Clicking on this link gives you easy access to past newsletter articles!.
The Index of Newsletter Articles contains a table of article titles grouped by subject category with a quick and easy link to the
newsletter PDF document and page containing the article. With our growing catalog of interesting ham radio related articles, TARS is
becoming a premier Amateur Radio knowledge-base in its own right!
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Leon ARES

Providing Emergency Communications to Tallahassee and Surrounding Areas

Visit the Leon ARES Wiki for the Updated Emergency Communications Plan
The Leon ARES Emergency Communications Plan outlines procedure, logistics, resources and basic strategy for ARES officials
and Amateur Radio volunteers in our county and surrounding area when our served agencies require communications assistance. Of
particular interest are the included ARES-used repeater frequencies, phone numbers and email listings for ARES officials and served
agencies. Used only as a guideline, it is subject to the conditions of the North Florida ARES Plan, agency MOU’s and State of Florida
Emergency Management protocol. The beauty of this update version of the “Leon Plan” is that it’s an electronic PDF document and
can be updated on a continual basis!
Updates will be available on the Leon County ARES Wiki site and through appropriate releases via the Leon ARES email list. For
enquiries please contact Erik C. Brooks (AEC) at erikcbrooks@hotmail.com, or any of the Leon AEC’s.

Check In To the Leon County ARES Net – On the “0-30”
Tune in every Tuesday night at 8:15 PM EST ON THE 147.030 K4TLH repeater (+.600, tone 94.8).
This net is OPEN TO ALL, but ARES officials check in first. This net focuses on the current issues
pertinent to Leon County as well as the Capital Area District, but will move to ad-hoc topics of interest,
particularly EmComm related. Though, this is a directed net, there is a casual atmosphere geared to
foster a spirit of collaboration. Erik Brooks, KC4NVU is usually net control. See you Tuesday night!

Leon County ARES Wiki
Erik Brooks, KC4NVU, and Jonathan Liedy, KK4JWK, would like you to check out the Leon County ARES ‘WIKI’ internet site. The
wiki is a live resource for local ARES officials as well as an information base to the general public. Information contained within the wiki
can be edited by ARES official with the approval of the site moderators. Find information on everything from repeater lists and served
agencies to guilds on how you can be better prepared for disaster and emergency communication! You can also find the current
Emergency Action Plan for Leon County ARES as well as vital links to served agencies and EmComm resources.
Visit the Leon County ARES Wiki at:

The Trading Post

http://www.leoncountyares.org

Equipment and Services

Equipment Available for loan or sale from TARS

TARS CALLSIGN BADGES

If you are interested in temporarily borrowing or procuring TARS
radio equipment, or have good and working equipment to donate
to TARS - email Steve at ad4e@arrl.net

To Place an order for a TARS badge, go to:
http://thesignman.com/clubs/tars.html
Fill in the information requested (name, callsign, etc.) on the
online order form from the “TALLAHASSEE ARS – FL”
selection on the drop-down menu. Indicate your fastener
choice, click the ADD TO CART button and then proceed to
CHECKOUT on the shopping cart. Only $10.50 + Shipping

•
•
•
•

MFJ-259 antenna analyzer (with Doug, KD4MOJ)
MFJ-949C VersaTuner II - antenna tuner
(with John, KK4BOB)
SB-220 amplifier (with Gary, KA3FZO)
Gin-Pole (with Garu, KA3FZO)

CALL SIGN (or anything) embroidered, screen printed, or
applied in vinyl: (Think cool ham radio caps and tees!)
Contact Marshall Griffiss, N4DOG of Stitching by Design
Locally owned and operated.
n4dog@comcast.net Phone: 850-391-4967
www.stitchingbydesign.net

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

BUY – SELL – TRADE / MAKE ANOTHER HAM’S DAY!
If you have ANY personal amateur radio items that you
would like to sell or need, we will publish requests in The
Printed Circuit, subject to editorial review. Please send your
requests to the newsletter editor (Mike Maynard, K4ICY) at
k4icy@arrl.net by the 20th of the month. Remember: When
considering or discussing items or services for sale or swap
on the air, please adhere to all FCC Part 97 – No Pecuniary
Gain – mandates.
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Repeaters

Capital Are Region / Linked

The Repeater list is available on the TARS website: (www.k4tlh.net/repeaters).

Location

County

Call Sign

Backup
Power

Digital
Mode

Crawfordville

Wakulla

K4WAK

No

Crawfordville
Greensboro
Greensboro

Wakulla
Gadsden
Gadsden

K4WAK
NX4DN
NX4DN

Yes

Monticello

Jefferson

WX4JEF

Quincy

Gadsden

W4EAF

Tallahassee

Leon

N4PG

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Yes

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Tallahassee

Leon

KA4EOC

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

Tallahassee

Leon

K4TLH

No

442.850 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

KJ4G

Yes

443.400 +

131.8

Tallahassee

Leon

AE4S

Yes

443.950 +

94.8

500

Tallahassee

Leon

N4NKV

Yes

444.400 +

131.8

CRMC (200)

Tallahassee

Leon

KD4MOJ

Yes

444.000

94.8

NXDN
NXDN

Output
Freq

PL

145.450 -

94.8

444.450 +
147.390 +
444.125 +

94.8
94.8
94.8

Aux or Remote Site

Height
300

NXDN World Wide Network
NXDN World Wide Network

400
300
300

145.430 -

94.8

147.165+

94.8

Yes

146.610 -

203.5

200

Yes

146.655 -

94.8

600

146.910 -

94.8

375

Yes

147.030 +

94.8

750

Yes

147.285 +

94.8

Yes

442.100 +

94.8

Yes

P-25

250

350
Statewide Amateur Radio Net
(SARNet) See Map Below*

600

Host of Echolink Node #3950

575

275

TMH (200)
NXDN World Wide Network

Tallahassee

Leon

NX4DN

NXDN

444.175 +

94.8

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

146.835 -

DV

4pts Hotel (175)

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

443.450 +

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1293 -

DV

180

Tallahassee

Leon

NF4DG

Yes

D-Star

1253

DD

180

Wacissa

Jefferson

K4TLH

No

147.000

94.8

300

Reno

Georgia

KE4URL

Yes

145.170 -

141.3

600

Statewide Amateur Radio Network “SARnet”
The “SARnet,” (Statewide Amateur
Radio Network,) is a new linked repeater
system positioned throughout greater
Florida
utilizing
the
self-sustaining
microwave communications infrastructure
of the state DOT.

Any and all hams are encouraged to
use the network!
In the Tallahassee area, just use the 442.100 (94.8pl) repeater or the
Madison 444.200 (94.8) repeater. As this is a “linked” system, each ham must
take extra consideration and expected courtesy in operation as this is
essentially a super-sized repeater including repeater sites serving many highly
populated areas of Florida, each having to identify.

For more information: visit the official SARnet site:

http://www.sarnetfl.com/
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Regional Clubs
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Meetings: The first Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at Rock Bottom Seafood and Grill,

2115 Smith Avenue, Thomasville, Georgia – Supper is first, then the business meeting after.
Net: TARC Thursday Night Net – 8 pm local every Thursday night, 147.195 repeater, + offset, with a 141.3 PL tone.

Sportsman's Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC)
Meetings: Third Thursday of each month at the Wakulla County Emergency Management Facility at 7:00 p.m.

Regional Nets
North Florida Amateur Radio
EmComm Net
Capital District
EmComm Training Net
Capital District ARES Net
Leon County ARES Net
Florida Phone Traffic Net
Florida Midday Traffic Net
North Florida Phone Net
North Florida Digital Net
TARC Thursday Night Net
TARC Kid’s Net
North Florida 6M SSB Net
Morse Code Practice Net
(Informal / Open) 5-15 WPM
Morning Drive-Time Net
(Informal with KA5USN)
Southwest Georgia HF
Weather Net
Southwest Georgia ARES Net
SKYWARN NET (See below)

Daily • 9:00 AM EST
except Sunday
Sunday • 7:30 PM EST
Sunday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Daily • 6:55 AM EST
Daily • Noon EST
Daily • 7:30 PM EST
Sunday • 7 PM EST
Thursday • 8 PM EST
Tuesday • 8 PM EST
Sunday • 8:30 PM EST
Wednesday
8:30 – 9:30 PM EST
Mon-Fri
7:30 – 9:00 AM EST
Third Thursday
7:30 PM EST (or after GA SSB Net)
Thursday • 9 PM EST
First Sunday
7:30 PM EST

3950 kHz
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
+ 600, 94.8
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
3940 kHz
7242 kHz
3950 kHz
3950 kHz PSK-31 Mode
147.195 MHz, + 600, 141.3
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
50.150 MHz
28.114 MHz CW Mode
147.030 MHz, K4TLH
WX4TAE, 3975 kHz (+/-)
145.170 MHz, + 600, 141.3
WX4TAE, 3810 kHz (+/-)

SKYWARN • Join in the ARES/SKYWARN Net on the first Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM (1930 hours) EST. The net starts at
3810 KHz on 75 meters (+/- for QRM), after initial check-in, operators attempt to trade R/S reports with WX4TAE. The net then moves
to (QSY) to 40 meters on or around 7245 KHz and continues there. Later at 8:00 PM (2000 hours) EST. on the K4TLH 147.030 MHz
repeater, the weekly Capital Area ARES net meets for its weekly net where during the call for special business, we are joined by station
WX4TAE, at the National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee where one of the staff meteorologists joins us to provide a
retrospective on the weather situation and patterns for the previous month as well as a brief seasonal forecast. The floor is then opened
to questions to the meteorologist. You do NOT have to be an ARES or SWYWARN member and the net is great practice for your
emergency-ready HF station.
th

• Have any corrections or additions? Contact Mike, K4ICY: k4icy@arrl.net prior to the 20 of the month.
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Morse Code Practice Net

Wednesdays - 8:30 pm / 28.114 Mhz CW

It’s Not About Speed – It’s About Quality!
Join the CW Practice Net – Tune-In Wednesday Nights at 8:30 on 28.114 CW

The Morse Code Practice Net is an informal gathering running on 28.114 MHz in the 10-meter band. Catch folks
trying out ‘SLOW CW’ at 5-15 WPM on WEDNESDAY evenings at 8:30-9:30 PM. Tuesdays and Thursday are great too,
and Art, W1FJI, or Mike, K4ICY, will often be monitoring those nights at the same time. The floor is open and informal
so just send your call – no matter how slow! Feel free to try a paddle, bug, key, side-swiper, MacGyver Style (two
wires and a paperclip) or whatever it takes to get on. While you’re on, learn a thing or two about how to send bad code
really “GUD”! HI HI… CUL, GL ES 73! (See You Later, Good Luck and Best Regards!)
•

•
•
•

•

The Frequency: 28.114 CW (10 Meter Band)
If QRM, QSY up to 28.120, If an SKCC
member is calling – trade numbers!
The Time: 8:30 P.M. EDT (through 9:30 pm)
Nights: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Mode: CW, Speed: 15 WPM and Below
Just send “QRS” if you need a slower speed.
Talk-In: 147.030 Repeater

Resource Links

Though code proficiency is no longer required by the FCC,
many hams still desire to know how to copy and send CW. All
they may need is a ‘SAFE PLACE’ where they don’t have to
worry about speed and accuracy – a place to learn those things
through experience and practice, and learn how to QSO too!
Don’t be afraid to dip your toes in the water – Elmers are here
to help you learn to swim.

Internet Links of Ham Radio Interest

Associations/Clubs
ARRL – www.arrl.org
AMSAT – www.amsat.org
FISTS – www.fists.org
SKCC – www.skccgroup.com
FLORIDA – Florida Contest Group – www.floridacontestgroup.org
IARU – www.iaru.org
OMISS – www.omiss.net
QCWA – www.qcwa.org
Sportsman’s Paradise Amateur Radio Club (SPARC) (Wakulla County) –
http://www.nettally.com/sparc/sparc.htm
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Club (TARS) – www.k4tlh.net
Thomasville Amateur Radio Club (TARC) –
http://thomasvilleamateurradioclub.com/
Ten-Ten – www.ten-ten.org
Magazines
CQ – www.cq-amateur-radio.com

Logs
DXLab Suite – http://dxlabsuite.com/
Ham Radio Deluxe – www.hrdsoftwarellc.com
N1MM Logger – http://n1mm.hamdocs.com
N3FJP – www.n3fjp.com
Win-EQF* - www.bitwrap.no.wb
XMLog – http://xmlog.com/
QSL
eQSL – http://www.eqsl.net
Misc.
Learn CW Online – http://lcwo.net/
Dayton Hamvention – www.hamvention
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
Islands of the world – www.rsgbiota.org
10 meter beacons – www.qslnet.wj5o.bcn.htm

Call Lookups
DX Zone – http://www.dxzone.com
Ham Call (Buckmaster) – http://hamcall.net
Ham Call Lookup – http://hamcalllookup.com/
QRZ – www.QRZ.com
Contest
WA7BNM contest page – www.hornucopia.com/contestcal
Digital
British Amateur Radio Teledata Group (BARTG) – http://www.bartg.org.uk/
Digital Modes Club – http://www.digital-modes-club.org
European PSK Club – http://www.eupsk.com/
PODXS 070 Club – Penn-Ohio DX Society – http://podxs070.com/

TALLAHASSEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY

FCC
FCC – Universal Licensing System –
http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home

Podcasts

RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network) –
http://www.therainreport.com/
Amateur Radio Newsline – http://www.arnewsline.org/
Ham Radio Now – http://arvideonews.com/hrn/
K7AGE – http://www.youtube.com/user/K7AGE
Ham Nation – http://twit.tv/hn
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Ham Happenings

On-Air Events • Contests • QSO Parties • DX

Contest and QSO Parties
07 Jun 0000Z - 2400Z Jun 8

10-10 Int. Open Season PSK Contest

http://www.ten-ten.org/oseason/oseason.html

07 Jun 1600Z - 0400Z Jun 8

Alabama QSO Party

http://www.alabamaqsoparty.org/2014/2014Rules.pdf

03 Jun 0100Z - 0300Z

ARS Spartan Sprint

http://www.arsqrp.blogspot.com/

06 Jun 0230Z - 0300Z

NCCC Sprint Ladder

http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html

14 Jun 1800Z - 0259Z Jun 15

ARRL June VHF Contest

http://www.arrl.org/june-vhf

11 Jun 0030Z - 0230Z

NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint (also Jun 19) http://naqcc.info/sprint201412mw.html

21 Jun 1800Z - 2359Z

Kid's Day Contest

http://www.arrl.org/kids-day

28 Jun 1800Z - 2100Z Jun 29

ARRL Field Day

http://www.arrl.org/field-day

Z= UTC; L-local – Contests and QSO Parties Source” QST & WA7BMW

DX
From

To

Prefix

Call

From

20-May 05-Jun HP

HP0CC

11-Jun 17-Jun W

W1AW/0 (MN) W1AW/5 (AR)

24-May 15-Jun CT

CS5DX

12-Jun 19-Jun CT9

CT9/DL2JRM (AF-014)

28-May 04-Jun W

W1AW/0 (MO), W1AW/7 (WY)

13-Jun 17-Jun HK0/S

HK0/VK6LC

31-May 08-Jun 7Q

7Q7GIA LA7GIA

13-Jun 20-Jun SU

SU8N (AF-109)

31-May 05-Jun ZA

ZA/PA2CHR

14-Jun 21-Jun GM

MS0WRC (EU-092)

01-Jun 31-Jul

6M6M

14-Jun 16-Jun W

AK4PX (NA-079 EL84)

01-Jun 31-Aug HP

3E100PC

15-Jun 20-Jun G

GB2BLE (EU-120)

01-Jun 31-Jul

ZX14 ZY14

15-Jun 15-Sep JD1/M

JG8NQJ/JD1

02-Jun 12-Jun F

TM70UTAH

17-Jun 29-Jun SM

SD1B/7 (EU-138)

02-Jun 07-Jun OJ0

OJ0W

18-Jun 24-Jun HK

HK3/VK6LC

03-Jun 13-Jun F

TM70BBC

18-Jun 24-Jun KL7

W1AW/KL7 (AK)

04-Jun 10-Jun W

W1AW/4 (AL) W1AW/5 (LA)

18-Jun 25-Jun UA0

RI0F (AS-062)

05-Jun 09-Jun HK

HK9/VK6LC

18-Jun 24-Jun W

W1AW/7 (MT)

05-Jun 18-Jun J6

J6/G0VJG (NA-108)

19-Jun 02-Jul

J38DR

07-Jun 17-Jun SV

SV8/YO9GVW (EU-174)

20-Jun 25-Jun 4K

4K9Z

07-Jun 09-Jun V3

V31AB, V31DT (NA-180)

21-Jun 22-Jun EA9

by EA7KW

08-Jun 21-Jun C6A

C6ATT (NA-001)

23-Jun 30-Jun W

US group on NA-213

08-Jun 27-Jun FS

FS/K9EL

25-Jun 13-Jul

DM2AUJ (EU-076)

09-Jun 15-Jun SM

SA6G/7 (EU-137)

25-Jun 06-Aug V4

09-Jun 15-Jun V6

V650XG (OC-059)

25-Jun 01-Jul

11-Jun 17-Jun DL

DK7TX/P (EU-047)

26-Jun 29-Jun CE

HL
PY

+ more than 1 operator/call

To

Prefix

J3

DL
W

Call

V47JA

W5JON

W1AW/3 (MD) W1AW/9 (IL)
CE3/VK6LC

DX sources - The Daily DX, 425 DX News, or DX Zone

Submitted by Gerry Gross, WA6POZ WA6POZ@arrl.net (TARS President)
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The Amateur’s Code

Drafted by Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, cr. 1928

The Radio Amateur is…
CONSIDERATE
Never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.
Abides by FCC Rules, the laws of the land, and good Amateur practices as fostered by the ARRL.

LOYAL
Offers loyalty, encouragement, and support to other Amateurs, local clubs, and the American Radio Relay
League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE
Seeks continued education and keeps a station which is well-built, efficient and abreast of science;
whose operation is well-practiced and above reproach.

FRIENDLY
Slow and patient in operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance,
cooperation and consideration for others. These are the hallmarks of the Amateur Service.

BALANCED
Radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties
owed to family, occupation, school, church or community.

PATRIOTIC
A station and skill always ready for service to country and community.

The “Swiss watches” of CW Straight Keys
Heinz Stampfl, HB9KOC,
of Balgach, Switzerland, manufactures
Morse keys in small batches of high-precision
and exceptional quality using high-grade
aluminum and laser etching.

Visit: http://www.heinzstampfl.ch/en/
for beautiful product
examples and
more details!

Models can be customized
and can come USB
serial-ready.
Prices range from
$215-$450
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society
New Membership / Renewal Form
This form can be used for new members or for renewals.
If you have not changed any information from last year,
merely make payment to TARS. Complete the form with your
name and indicate your member type and ARRL membership
status. For Family status, complete a form for each member.
You need not be a licensed Amateur Radio operator to join the Society. An interest in radio
communications is all that is required. 2014 Membership dues for the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society are
only $15 per individual or family – the best deal in our area! Students (with valid ID) can join for free!
New members joining within 2014 pay a reduced prorated amount based on the number of months
remaining in the calendar year at $1.25 per month. Renewing members pay $15 dues, but may be reduced
after June. TARS is a “not-for-profit” organization and dues are used to help defray the cost of repeater
maintenance and TARS events. Most of TARS’s revenue is derived from donations, which are gladly accepted.
Remember – only paid-members may vote on any motions or for any officers during annual elections.
Please make your dues check payable to the Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (or TARS). Bring your
check along with the completed form provided below (including e-mail address please) to the next monthly
TARS business meeting and give it to the Treasurer. You may also mail your check and form to:
Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society, C/O Treasurer, P. O. Box 37127, Tallahassee, FL, 32315
If you are interested in becoming a member of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL), their dues are
$39 annually and includes a subscription to QST Magazine, that is published both by mail and in an online
format. Go to http://www.arrl.org/join.html for membership in the ARRL. TARS is an ARRL sanctioned
organization.
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